THE 2010 AMERICAN LEGION HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
“A CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH CONTEST”
2010 ORATORICAL CONTEST:

The Oratorical Scholarship Program in Texas will begin in November, 2009 when high school students will enter competition to qualify for the National Oratorical Program, with an ultimate award of $160,000 in scholarships.  Posts and schools may hold local contests during the Fall of 2009 if they so desire.  Whenever possible, it is recommended that the Oratorical Program be presented before the student body of a high school.  It is strongly recommended that the National Rules be strictly followed in all contests.  
SELECTION OF CONTESTANTS AND DATES:
1. Each high school in the state may select representatives and hold its own elimination contest after October 31, 2009, but not later than December 18, 2009, and certify the winner to the local American Legion Americanism Chairman or Post Commander, who will certify such winner to the District Americanism Chairman.  A Post may sponsor a winner from each high school in its general area to the District Contest.

2. District Contests shall be held on or after December 19, 2009, but not later than January 15, 2010 at such place as may be directed by the District Chairman, and the winner certified to the Division Americanism Chairman.

3. Division Contests shall be held on or after January 16, 2010, but not later than February 8, 2010, at such place as may be directed by the Division Chairman, and the winner certified by each Division Chairman to Department Headquarters, P.O. Box 140527, Austin TX 78714.  Should the winner decline to participate in the Department Finals for any reason, the first runner-up should then be certified as the participant by the Division Chairman.

   4. The American Legion, Department of Texas, Oratorical Program Finals, will be held Monday, February 15, 2009 (February 22 ALTERNATE) in Kerrville, Texas.  Department Headquarters will certify the winner to the National Americanism Commission not later than March 3rd.  The National Finals will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, April 9-11, 2010, at the IUPUI Conference Center & Hotel.
SUPERVISION OF CONTEST:
1.  The Americanism Chairman in charge of each Contest shall have full control and supervision of each Contest and his decisions shall be final.  The Department Oratorical Chairman will direct the Department Contest.  Official judging cards, tabulation forms, and timekeeper forms can be found in the Post Oratorical Chairman's Guide. Extra forms can be furnished upon request.
AWARDS:
   1. The American Legion Post may present a scholarship or such awards to the winner of the High School Contest as it chooses so long as such awards have NO monetary value.  

   2. The American Legion, Department of Texas, will award: Each Division winner will receive a certificate for participation in the Department Finals and a medal for their standing in the contest.  An attractive plaque is presented in appreciation to the school of each participant in the Department Contest.  

   3. The winner of first place will be certified to National Headquarters as the Texas representative in the Quarter Finals Contest by March 3, 2010, and the Department will award a $2,000 scholarship to the college of his/her choice; 2nd place - $1,500 scholarship; 3rd place $1,000; 4th place $500 (provided the winner enters college in the fall term after graduation from high school).  

   4. The Department Champion will receive an additional $1,500 scholarship from National provided he/she participates in the Quarter Finals Contest and an additional $1,500 scholarship from National if the participant advances to the Semi Finals Contest and does not advance to the National Finals.  Competitors in the National Finals are awarded scholarships as follows; 1st - $18,000; 2nd - $16,000; 3rd - $14,000.  
FINANCES:
   1.  The Department assumes no liability for the expenses of any individual contestant in connection with any High School, District or Division Contest.                 

   2.  Meals, hotel expenses, plus .25¢ per mile round trip for contestant and one adult in car for Division winners will be paid by the Department to the State Contest.  (No air travel is authorized.)  Such expenses will be paid to the adult chaperon or to the Post.  No monies are to be paid directly to the contestant to protect his/her future eligibility to participate in the Interscholastic League.  Contestant's actual expenses will be reimbursed.  

   3.  The winner of the Department Contest will represent the State of Texas in the National Contests and expenses for such contestant will be provided in accordance with the National Rules.
COPIES OF MANUSCRIPT:
   1.  All Division Winners must submit one copy of their prepared oration to the Department Chairman before competing in the State Final Contest.  (This copy is to be forwarded by the Department Chairman to Department Headquarters for record purposes along with the Chairman's written report.)

2009 ORATORICAL CONTEST WINNERS:
1st Place –
Tucker Gatlin, Division 1 
 

2nd Place –
Camille Peoples, Division 3  
 
3rd Place –
Riley Howell, Division 4

4th Place –
Anthony Ferrando, Division24   

2 0 10 ORATORICAL PROGRAM CHAIRMEN
DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN - James P. Heath

600 Headlee Ln., Denton 76201-0853 (940) 382-3465

1st DIVISION – Lee Keith - 1228 Ector St., Denton 76201 (940) 382-3709

DISTRICT
1
Kathy Oneill –Kathy-oneill@earthlink.net
3
Linda M. Reed – 23892 FM 1252, Gladewater, 75647 (903) 806-2900 Ladilegionaire@yahoo.com
4
Wayne Thomas, 7175 Taylor Ranch Loop, Kaufman 75142 c214/669-4861;4dis@txlegion.org
5
Jim Rey – 3438 King Arthur Dr., Garland 75044 – (972) 495-0900

12
Joe Page – 6758 Winifred Dr., Fort Worth 76133 – (817) 294-7899
13
Lee Keith - 1228 Ector St., Denton 76201-2427 – (940) 382-3709 

2nd DIVISION – Tom Larsen 22 Tiffany Sq, Sugarland, 77478

 h (281)242-4618 c (281)923-7822 bill5134@aol.com
DISTRICT

2
Ken Mcosker 106 Merry Mark, Lumberton, 77657, h 409/751-3085 kmcosker@gr.rr.com
6
Bobby Ray, 764 HCR 1227, Whitney, 76692, h 254/694-7404, 6dis@txlegion.org
7
Sheila Schulte, 14426 Brook Oaks Cr, Willis 77378 h936-856-3080, c 827-6777; 7dis@txlegion.org
8
Jim Bolin 20006 Ehornmead Ln, Spring, 77379, h 281/851-2352, c 713/992-1905, jph2006@sbcglobal.net
11
Donald Damron, 12560 FM 932, Jonesboro 76538, 254/386-8568, o 216-1214
             22          Tom Larsen, 22 Tiffany Square, Sugarland 77478 – (281) 242-4618 bill5134@aol.com

  3rd DIVISION - Tom Tvrdik - 126 E. Holland St., San Marcos 78666 (512) 392-8387 (512) 353-8443

DISTRICT
9
James Hopkins – 2515 Sequoia Ln., Rosenberg, 77471 – (281) 342-4310 jhopkins@jhh-pc.com
10
Tom Tvrdik - 126 E. Holland St., San Marcos 78666 (512) 392-8387   (512) 353-8443

14
Paul Altherr – 1710 W Kingsbury, Seguin 78155 (830) 379-2782
15
James OBrien – 14643 Maple Dr. La Feria 78559 h 956/428-9143 
20
Tom Sibley- 6822 Agua Calente, San Antonio, 78239-3601 h 210/655-1933, c 210/410-9135; tomsibley@satx.rr.com
23
Robert Hester PO Box 1601, Castroville, 78009 h 830/931-9144
4th DIVISION – LeeRoy Kiesling - 2125 Hillside Dr., San Angelo, 76904, (325) 223-9206
DISTRICT

16         David Crozier, 4724 Vulcan, El Paso, 799004 – (915) 274-7837 americanlegion58@sbcglobal.net
17         Don Douglas – 1108 Prairie Wind, Stephenville, 76401, 254-965-6776, dldoug@ebarqmail.com
18       Roosevelt Sullivan, 810 Butterfield Trl. Canyon 79015 h 806/656-0176 o 373-4907 18dis@txlegion.org
19       Bob Bland- 109 Pony Express Trl, Lubbock, 79404 806/747-2456
21   Johnnie Washburn- 308 Wood, Kerrville, 78028,830/896-2513
