
Message from the Commander

Welcome to our first edition of The 
Legion Times on the Web.  Our 
purpose is to have an informative, 
up to date, communication link 
with our membership and to let the 
“World” know what YOU, THE 
LEGION FAMILY is doing in the great 
State of Texas to aid our Veterans, 
their families and the communities 
in which we live.

I want you to share your “DEEDS of 
MERIT” with us so that we can share 
them with everyone.   Although we 
volunteer without asking for awards 
or attention, we must share our 
positive experiences with the rest 
of society so they will have a better 
understanding of what we do and 
why we do it.

If you have an item, please forward them to the Department for consider-
ation for inclusion in Your Legion Times. 

I appreciate all the support you have shown me these past months, and 
more importantly the support you have shown to our Veteran Community 
throughout the State of Texas.

Let’s continue our efforts to make our Veteran Community strong and our 
voice heard around the world.  “Veterans and their families, such as you, 
are what made this country great and our young men and women in uni-
form today are continuing to make this country free.  Their efforts should 
not go unnoticed and the government should make every effort to assure 
they are given the rewards that they earned including access to health 
care and other government programs established for them.”

We are here to serve you.

For God and Country

Butch
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J a n u a r y    is the 
time of the year to look forward, 
make all those resolutions and 
then try to keep them all.  I make 
two every year and have yet to keep 
them, but I always think this may 
be the year.  I hope all your holi-
days were enjoyable.  I am always 
so thankful for all my blessings.  

We are looking forward to the Mid 
Winter Conference.  I would like 
to thank Commander Sparks for 
inviting the Auxiliary to attend the 
Legion College Course.  The re-
sponse has been tremendous and 
I know the Auxiliary will enjoy this 
opportunity to learn more about 
the American Legion.

We are so fortunate to have as 
our special guest, JoAnn Cronin of 
Imperial, Mo.  JoAnn is the 2006-
2007 National President of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. JoAnn 
is eligible for membership through 
the service of her late father, Jack 
M. Cronin, who served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps in World War II. 
JoAnn holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in Mathematics from Notre Dame 
College, St.Louis, Mo. She taught 
Mathematics five years before 
going to work for the federal gov-
ernment. She has been with the 
federal government 27 years.

During the month of December, 
the Gift shops were held at seven 
of our VA Hospitals in Texas.  Two 
of the hospitals have a Christmas 
party for the patients where gifts 
are distributed.  It is a true plea-
sure to attend these gift shops and 
parties.  I can’t tell you how many 
times I was thanked for all we do. I 
appreciated seeing all the Legion-
naires that were in attendance 
lending their support.  
During February, so many units and 

posts are remembering the Four 
Chaplains.  The programs that I 
have seen performed are magnifi-
cent.  No one can fail to be touched 
by the memories of these gallant 
chaplains.  Three of the Chaplains 
were young men but Reverend Fox 
had been under fire in World War 
I, before he became a minister.  
All four remained calm, assisted 
the troops, gave away their own 
life jackets to soldiers who had 
none and then linked arm in arm 
on the deck of the sinking ship as 
they prayed for the safety of the 
others.  When last seen they still 
stood together as the sea closed 
over their heads.  I commend those 
posts and units that take the time 
to remember the four chaplains.

Auxiliary units are leading the way 
in supporting the troops.  Unit 113 
in Lufkin, Texas shares the letters 
they receive with me.  The young 
men and women are so grateful for 
all the things they receive.  I would 
like to share part of a letter one of 
the troops sent to this unit. “The 
people of the United States would 
be proud of the hard work and 
dedication of our troops here at 
Camp Corregidor and their selfless 
service and dedication to country. 
We are striving to build our Area of 
Operation to help make the qual-
ity of life for the Iraqi people bet-
ter. Not all of them are supportive 
of our cause but like everywhere 
there will always be people who are 
resistant and fight us, and the sol-
diers of the United States Army will 
meet their challenge and defeat 
the insurgency that they present. 
Once again thank you for all that 
you do, it means a lot and all the 
soldiers are thankful.” 

- Robbi Ruppert - 
Auxiliary Dept President
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 C. W. “Butch” Sparks, Department Commander 
James McNair, Department Vice Commander
Charles Denson, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Julian Weisler, Judge Advocate
William Moore, Historian
Glenn Scott, Sergeant-at-Arms
Ronald Cherry, NEC
Conrad Roberson, Alt NEC
James Prendergast, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Bob Squyres, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Offi cer (Houston)                                     
Joe Petrillo, Department Service Offi cer (Houston)
 Kimberly Parmer, Department Service Offi cer (Waco)
Raymond Wildman, Department Service Offi cer (Waco)

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Bob Roberts, 1st Division Commander
George Bannon, 2nd Division Commander
Paul Altherr, 3rd Division Commander
Johnnie Washburn, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Jimmy Walker, 1st District Commander
Jerry Millwood, 2nd District Commander
Larry Mims, 3rd District Commander
Mark L Thomson, 4th District Commander
Mike Phelan, 5th District Commander
Glen Newman, 6th District Commander
John Palasota, 7th District Commander
Dana Young, 8th District Commander
Don Daft, 9th District Commander
Dan Musgrove, 10th District Commander
John D Davis, 11th District Commander
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander
John Seyfert, 13th District Commander
James R Carney, Jr., 14th District Commander
Oscar Flores, 15th District Commander
James (Dave) Crowder, 16th District Commander
Ronnie Pietzsch, 17th District Commander
Barry Schoenhals, 18th District Commander
Joseph Kelley, 19th District Commander
Al B Saunders, 20th District Commander
Billy Rollwitz, 21st District Commander
Lynn E Sparks, 22nd District Commander
Emery Deem, 23rd District Commander

2006-2007 DEPARTMENT OFFICERS  

DE PA R T M E N T  HE A D Q U A R T E R NE W S

Dues Increase
The 88th National Convention approved the dues increase of 
$4.50, as you know the Department passed a resolution to 
increase our dues by $1.50 if the National Resolution was 
approved.

Nat/Dept per capita will increase to $26.00 effect
 Jan 10, 2007.

All dues for 2007 at the current rate must be received at the 
Department Headquarters no later then Jan 5, 2007. This also 
include all PUFL applications.

In order for a member to sign up for a PUFL membership they 
must be a member in good standing; after January 1, 2007 a 
members 2007 dues must be paid and processed at national 
before his/her PUFL application can be sent in.

Heroes to Hometown Program

As the War on Terrorism continues, more young American 
military men and women are coming home bearing the scars 
of battle. Many continue to recover physically and emotionally 
from severe injuries including the loss of limbs, mobility and 
psychological trauma. The American Legion and the Depart-
ment of Defense have teamed up to provide these outstanding 
and dedicated Americans all the help they need to reestablish 
their lives when they come home.

The Department is currently working to setup a H2H Network 
here in the State of Texas. We have asked each Division to 
provide a H2H Coordinator and each District to appoint a H2H 
Director. 

We are also asking each Post to appoint a H2H Chairman, so 
we can better assist these returning service-members.

(continued... p4)
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If you would like to serve on the Division or District level please 
contact the appropriate Commander and they will notify us at 
the Department Headquarters. For Post level please contact us 
directly. We ask that you provide us with a email and telephone 
numbers to reach you. Each returning service-members case is 
different and we will assist you and them with our expertise.

2007 Midwinter Conference Information 

The American Legion Extension Institute Training has been 
added to the schedule at this year’s Mid-Winter Conference, for 
Friday from 1 – 4 pm in the Conference Center. It will be taught 
by Karen Paris & Nick Mills from Converse Post 593.

We highly encourage everyone to attend, especially all those 
aspiring to be a Department or District Commander and/or 
Officer.
 
Please contact Karen Paris at kparis@stic.net .

Personal Products Needed for Walter Reed

Stars and Stripes reports that donations are needed for 
wounded troops who are patients at Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center. The hospital’s Family Assistance Center is seeking 
shoes, gloves and winter jackets, postage stamps, prepaid 
phone cards, weight lifting gloves (for wheelchair patients), 
trousers with snaps or zips along the legs, razors, and prepaid 
gas or grocery cards. The Center requests that no cash or used 
items be donated. Donations can be sent to: Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center; Medical Family Assistance Center; Bldg. 2, 3rd 
Floor, Room 3E01; 6900 Georgia Ave, N.W.; Washington, D.C. 
20307-5001. 

Looking for ways to support and honor U.S. military 
service members and veterans who protect our secu-
rity and freedom? Go to the Military.com Support our 

Troops web page to learn more.

Junior Shooting Sports School 

We will be conducting a Department Junior Shooting Sports 
School in El Paso on January 20th and 21st. Contact Robert or 
Mamie here at the Department Headquarters for more details.

Department Calendar
January 6 Awards Committee Meeting
January 8 Cut off for Division 
  Commander Award
January 9 State Legislative Session Begins
January 20 Dept Junior Shooting Sports 
  School - El Paso
January 21 Dept Junior Shooting Sports 
  School - El Paso
January 24 Veterans Coalition Summit (Austin)
January 25 TVC Meeting

Events & Announcements

January 13th -- Chili Cook-off at Post 430 in Odes-
sa, TX to raise funds to send boys to Boys State. This 
cook-off will be governed by Casi rules. Fun will be 
had by all. All cooks and spectators will be welcome. 
We have electric hookups for campers.  If there is 
inclement weather the cook-off will be held inside 
the hall at the post.

February 2 -- The VA&R Commission Workshop dur-
ing the Mid-Winter Conference will be conducted ten-
tatively from 9:00-12:00. Presentations are expected 
from the Texas Veterans Commission, Texas Veterans 
Land Board, and VA VISNs 16, 17 and 18 (updates 
on VA medical centers and CBOCs throughout Texas 
plus budget issues and concerns).  Additionally, the 
VBA Waco Regional Office has been asked to make 
a presentation on Dependent Indemnity Compensa-
tion for widows whose spouse dies from a service 
connected disability. This is a topic rarely discussed 
yet one having significant financial impact on eligible 
widows and their families.

Have an event or announcement for us to 
place in the next issue of the 

Legion Times?

E-mail all pertinent info to 
times@txlegion.org 
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2007 MI D WI N T E R CO N F E R E N C E
FEBRUARY 1, 2007 - FEBRUARY 4, 2007

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2007

7:00 A.M. -  Legislative Breakfast      Capital Grill
9:00 A.M. -  Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission    Room 104
                          John McKinney, Chairman       
10:30 A.M. -     Legislative Commission                                                                       Southpark A & B
                          Janet Martin, Chairman 
1:00 P.M. -       Finance and Budget Committee                                                          Southpark A & B
                          John Morris, Chairman
1:00 P.M. -       Bingo Workshop                                                                                  Salons D, E, F
                         Jerry Millwood, Chairman
3:30 P.M. -       Board of Trustees                                                                                Southpark A & B
                          Clayton Hueske, Chairman

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2007

8:00 A.M. -       Registration Desk                                                                                Lobby Foyer
9:00 A.M. -       VA & R Workshop                                                                               Salons D, E, F
                          John McKinney, Chairman
9:00 A.M. -       Texas American Legion Development Foundation                    Southpark A & B
                          Ronald Cherry, President
9:00 A.M. -       Texas Chaplains Association Workshop                                         Conference Center
10:00 A.M. -     Membership and Organization Commission                                  Southpark A & B                   
   Ron Blakeman, Chairman
11:00 A.M. -     Twenty and Four Bivouac                                                                   Room 104
                          Connie Jo Purchis, Director VIP
1:00 P.M. -       Judge Advocate Workshop                                                                 Salons D, E, F
                          Julian Weisler, Judge Advocate
1:00 P.M. -       Convention City Commission                                                             Southpark A & B
                          Herbert Odell, Chairman
1:00 P.M. -       American Legion Extension Institute Training                             Conference Center
6:30 P.M. -       Joint Session - Legion/Auxiliary/SAL                                              Salons D, E, F
                          C. W. “Butch” Sparks, Department Commander
                          Robbi Ruppert, Department President
                          Richard Bartholomew, Detachment Commander       
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2007

7:00 A.M. -       Past District Commander’s Breakfast                                       Southpark A & B
                          Tom Tvrdik, President
8:00 A.M. -       Registration Desk Opens                                                                     Lobby Foyer
8:30 A.M. -       SAL Detachment Executive Committee Meeting                           Conference Center
                          Richard Bartholomew, Detachment Commander
8:30 A.M. -       Public Relations Workshop                                                                  Salons D, E, F
                          Tom Larsen, Chairman
9:30 A.M. -       Membership Workshop                                                                       Salons D, E, F
                          Jim Prendergast, Chairman
10:30 A.M. -     Post Officers Workshop                                                                    Salons D, E, F
                          LeeRoy Kiesling
1:00 P.M. -       Department Executive Committee Meeting                                    Salons D, E, F
                          C .W. “Butch” Sparks, Department Commander
3:30 P.M.         Long Range Planning Committee                                                       Salons D, E, F
                          George Bannon, Chairman
4:31 P.M. -       GNUTS Meeting                                                                                 Room 104
                         Tom Tvrdik, Emperor XXXVII
 6:30 P.M. -      GNUTS Bash                                                                                       Knebel Post 83
                          Tom Tvrdik, Emperor XXXVII 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2007

7:00 A.M. -       TEXALPA Breakfast                                                                            Southpark A & B
                          Ed Magers, President
8:00 A.M. -       Joint Memorial Service - Legion/Auxiliary/SAL                          Salons A, B, C
                          Charles Denson, Department Chaplain
8:45 A.M. -       Department Executive Committee Meeting                                     Salons D, E, F
                          C. W. “Butch” Sparks, Department Commander
8:45 A.M. -       SAL Detachment Executive Meeting                                               Conference Center
                          Richard Bartholomew, Detachment Commander

For more information,  including detailed agendas 
and hotel  registration,  please log on to:

www.txlegion.org/mid_winter.htm
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The Mighty 20th District Recognizes the Participants of the Junior 
Shooting Program from San Antonio’s Central Catholic High School

by Al Saunders,  20th District Commander

On Thursday, December 7, 2006, the Mighty 20th 
District Americanism Chairman Buddy Cooper of 
Windcrest Post #612 and 20th District Commander Al 
Saunders were representatives at Central Catholic’s 
Tribute to the Tragedy of Pearl Harbor for the purpose 
of providing medals and scholarship awards to four 
deserving members of the Junior Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps.  

The basic purpose of the program was to honor two 
World War II Veterans, Sergeant Julian Cavazos who 
was a Ranger in the US Army and Prisoner of War for 
15 months in Anzio, Italy, and Technical Sergeant 
Louis Jimenez who served as a veterinary technician 
and was the days designated Reviewing Officer.  
The Corps of Cadets is supervised by Major Louis 

Ullrich, US Army retired.  The Master of Ceremonies for 
the program was Cadet Corporal George Campo.  In 
the photos below number 1 is of Legionniare Buddy 
Cooper and the Reviewing Officer Louis Jimenez; photo 
2 captures the Corp of Cadets as they begin to pass in 
review.  In photo 3 the Legionnaires begin the awards 
segment of the Program with the presentation of the 
$500.00 Scholarship award to Cadet Joseph Zavala.  
Photo #4 captures the complete four man shooting 
team flanked by the 20th District Commander and 
Buddy Cooper.  The Cadets are from left to right, Lind-
sey Brooks, Brian Tate, Matthew Flores and Joseph 
Zavala.  In the final photo, number 5, the 20th District 
Commander is presenting the Plaque to Central Catho-
lic High School to Major Ullrich.
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The Texas Chaplains Association will sponsor its first 
annual Chaplains Workshop at the Department Mid-
Winter Conference to be held on Friday, February 2 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Conference 
Center/Amphitheatre of the Omni Austin South Park 
Hotel, 4140 Governors Row Austin, Texas. Admission is 
free to all TCA members. Non-members may attend by 
joining the TCA and paying the $5 annual dues. This is 
a historical first for us and we hope to see as many of 
our members there as possible. 
Mid-Winter Chaplains Workshop
Agenda
 

 • “How to Prepare and Present a Memorial Service” 
Gathering material, joint programs, public address 
systems, props, etc.
•  “The pros and cons of prepared prayers and 
spontaneous prayers” - Putting together prayers for 
special occasions, denominational v non-denomina-
tional prayers, etc.
 • “Preparing for the Unexpected” –What to do when 
unexpectedly called upon to present a special 
memorial service, a talk or offer prayer.
 • “Chaplain Caveats” – a potpourri of concerns 
including the secular v non-secular prayer contro-
versy
• “The Chaplains Role and Image” - The duties of the 
office and appearances.
• “Chaplains Card and Funeral Handbook” – a new 
resource developed by Ed Kegley, 9th District 
Chaplain and recipient of the 2006 Chaplain of the 
Year Award.
• “A Chaplains Story – Manual & Guide, 2nd Ed.” 
– an updated resource for all Chaplains written by 
Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 1999-2000, 
2001-2002, 2005-2006.
• “Open Forum Discussion” – a chance to share 
insights, experiences and other comments that will 
be of benefit to fellow Chaplains. 

  

A Chaplains Story - Manual & Guide 2nd Ed. Now 
available on CD and in Print

The 1st edition of “A Chaplain’s Story – Manual & 
Guide” was published in 2001. It was made available 
solely on CD due to the prohibited cost of printing a 
limited number of copies without knowing how well it 
would be received. The response to the 1st edition, 
however, was greater than expected. This 2nd edition 
adds to and greatly expands upon the earlier material. 
It is again available on CD. A spiral bound print version 
will also be available for purchase.
Eleven new Memorial Services have been added in the 
new edition as well as a Chapter on The Texas Chap-
lains Association. The book has been increased from 
190 to 299 pages! Photos have been also added to 
break the monotony of reading sheer text.
Having the book available in print is a great advantage. 
It can be taken with you and serve as a ready resource 
when unexpectedly called upon to put on a memo-
rial service, offer prayer or perform other matters that 
may be expected of you. The convenience of having a 
spiral bound copy is that it lies flat when placed upon a 
podium or desk top.
The CD is available at $12 which includes shipping, 
handling and taxes, if any. The price of the print edition 
is still under negotiation and will be announced at a 
later date.

Texas  Chapla ins  
Assoc iat ion  to  Hos t  

F i r s t  Annual  
Chapla ins  Workshop
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SGT.  OREAN B.  WILSON
BY: MIKE SPAIGHT 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 17 TEXAS 

Last summer a young man stopped by the Greenville, 
Texas American Legion Post 17 and contacted Com-
mander David Harvey saying he had something he 
might be interested in.  That something turned out to 
be a brass headstone belonging to a deceased Army 
Sergeant by the name of Orean B. Wilson.  

The gentleman that gave us the 
headstone he had purchased it 
from a wrecking yard South of 
Greenville.  Knowing this was not 
the proper place for a veteran’s 
headstone he purchased it and 
delivered it to the American 
Legion.

David then delegated the job of 
finding the proper disposition of 
the headstone to me.

I started by contacting the veter-
ans administration in Washing-
ton, DC.  After being transferred 
three or four times I finally made 
contact with the National Ar-
chives Headstone Markers.  

Naturally I thought I had arrived 
at the right place.  However, when 
the lady told me their records 
did not go back past 1984, I asked if people didn’t die 
prior to “84”.  She acknowledge they did but the com-
puters did not go back past 84.  She basically told me 
she couldn’t afford to take the time to assist me with 
my problem.  

So I took my problem to the local folks.  The first 
place I went was to the local library.  Fortunately, 
we have lady there that specializes in genealogy.  In 
a short time she found that Sgt. Wilson was born 
in Shelbyville, TN.  However, when contacting every 
cemetery in that county it was determined he was not 
buried there.

We then turned to the local newspaper here in 
Greenville, The Herald Banner.  They printed an article 
discussing our plight the public came out of the wood-
work.  

One of our first good leads led us to Bluffton, IN.  The 
local newspaper actually had his obituary printed in 
their paper in 1974.  Their editor, Joe Smekens con-
tacted me and sent me a copy of the obit.  He then 
requested a local funeral director to go to the cemetery 
to determine what type of headstone was there.  Much 

to my dismay he called back say-
ing he was not buried there.  

Further investigation determined 
he had been a member of the 
American Legion Post in Wabash, 
IN which is near Bluffton.  

With help from the American 
Legion it was determined that his 
final resting place was Culver, IN.

A lady named Amanda is a mem-
ber of the cemetery association in 
Culver.  She stop by the cemetery 
on her way to work to check out 
the headstone and called me say-
ing he really was buried there and 
had a military brass headstone.  
Not wanting to end it there I con-
vinced her to go back to the grave 
site on her lunch hour and call me 
on her cell phone.  

Then we solved part of the mystery.  The inscription 
on the marker read the same as the one I had, with 
one exception.  The one on the grave reads: “SGT   US 
ARMY AIR CORPS”.  The one I have said: “SGT   US 
ARMY’.  

Apparently Sgt. Wilson had been in the Air Corps and 
not the regular Army.  Evidently when the headstone 
was sent to the family they rejected it and were sent a 
replacement.

Part 2 of this mystery may never be solved.  Just how 
did the headstone find it’s way to Greenville, Texas?
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Austin, TX 78721-2902

T: 512.472.4138
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times@txlegion.org

We now have ad space available 
in upcoming issues of the Legion 
Times! We can even help you with 
your own original ad design!

If you would like to advertise your 
product, service or special event, 
please contact us for current 
rates, artwork requirements and 
other details.

Have an article, event or other 
announcement you would like to 

see in the next issue?

E-mail all submissions by the 20th 
of every month to make it in the 

next issue!

Help us grow 
The Legion Times!

times@txlegion.org


