
Message from the Commander 

Greetings to our American 
Legion family.  As we ap-
proach  the new year, let 
us reflect on the past and 
focus on our future.. Begin-
ning this year 2009, let us 
dedicate ourselves to do all 
things correct in this great 
organization.  We fell short 
in our membership efforts 
the last two target dates. 
I realize times are hard in 
some areas, people have 
lost their jobs, homes and 
our economy is slow, but 
we need to reach out and 
help those in need.  

I challenge all divisions, districts, and post commanders 
to put forth your best effort in recruiting and renewing 
members for the next five months.  Again, hope every 
one had a wonderful holiday season, and hope to see you 
at Mid Winter, where we will dedicate our new 
headquarters building on 24 January at 10:30 am.     

 
JAMES McNAIR
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER
“ RESULTS COUNT ”
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Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month and it 
will appear in the following issue.



YOU ARE INVITED!

From 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM our new offices will be open for touring.  
Light refreshments will be served.

A ribbon cutting and dedication ceremony will begin at 10:30 AM.

Everyone is invited to join in the celebration of our new home!
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WHAT:  Dedication of New Headquarters

WHERE: The American Legion and
  The American Legion Auxiliary and 
  The Sons of The American Legion
   
  Department Headquarters
  1624 E Anderson Lane
  Austin TX 78752

WHEN: January 24, 2009



Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file 
as the same name of the article, so we can 
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it 
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Submit photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (not embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 

corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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I hope everyone had a Blessed Christmas and I wish y’all a prosperous New Year.  
2009 is the beginning of a whole new chapter in the life of The American Legion 
and the American Legion Auxiliary.
 
We start the year off with more VAMC tours... San Antonio and Kerville. These 
hospital tours are an important part of the Department Commander’s and the 
Department President’s schedule, as each year we are updated as to the needs 
of each VA hospital we attend, as well as their accomplishments at each facility.  
Here in Texas we have some of the best VA hospitals in the country, as well as the 
largest.  (and you know we have a very large Veteran population in Texas.)  That 
brings to mind that old question -- “If we have such a large Veteran population, why 
isn’t the Legion membership higher?” You increase your membership, it will help 
us, as our Auxiliary still needs your help... increasing our membership!    
                                                                             
Our preamble promises that we will support the aims and purposes of the 
American Legion.  That is our pledge and we do our best. But, we “need to increase 
our numbers.” “Legionnaires”……. “have you signed up your Wife, Mother, Sister, 
Daughter, Granddaughter? Numbers count, just as they do with the Legion! 
Therefore, a “card-carrying member” is just as important as an active member.”   
Remember... Sign up 3 Auxiliary members, and you will get a Recruit 3 lapel Pin .  
Check out the Auxiliary membership link at www.alatexas.org   

Thank you to those who have donated to our USO’s in Texas.  Several Legion Posts 
and individual Legionnaires have made donations – and I thank you!  Please keep 
our active military, foremost in your mind... please donate to a Texas USO  

I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at Mid-Winter conference, 
January 23-25, in Austin.  The highlight of the week-
end will be the ribbon cutting and dedication cer-
emony of our new Legion & Auxiliary headquarters ! 
On Saturday, 10:30-12:30.  

“Serving our Veteran Warriors through the USO”
ALA Department President, Mickie Prendergast

Message from the Auxiliary President
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Clinton Bippert was named the recipient of the 2008 American Legion Baseball scholarship for the state of 
Texas.  Each year, American Legion Baseball awards a scholarship to a deserving baseball player from each 
state who demonstrates outstanding leadership, scholarship, and citizenship.   Among all the American Legion 
Baseball players in the state, Bippert earned the honor of representing Texas for this prestigious award. 

  
“Clinton represents what the game 
of baseball is all about – 
character,” said Post 460 Legion 
coach, Clint Modgling.  “Clinton 
always demonstrated hard work, 
dedication, teamwork, and 
leadership; these traits not only 
lead to personal success, but also 
to the success of his team.  His 
dedication to his team mates and 
his hometown is something we 
should all take to heart!” 
  
Bippert played on the Weiss-
Wurzbach Post 460 American 
Legion Baseball team that won 
District Championships in 2005, 
2006, 2007 and 2008.  
  
Bippert was also a major 
contributor to the success of his 
high school baseball team during 
the past two seasons.  In 2007 he 
was the starting outfielder for 

Medina Valley when they reached the U.I.L. regional semi-final round.  This year he was the only starting senior 
for the Panthers as they won the Region 4 championship and advanced to the U.I.L. State Championship 
Tournament.  Bippert earned All-District honors in 2007 and 2008. 
  
“Playing summer baseball in the American Legion league helped make Bippert a premier player,” according to 
his high school coach, Carl Keller.  “He has been part of winning over 110 ball games.  He went from being a 
designated runner to a starter to a team leader.”  
  
He also excelled academically.  A member of the National Honor Society, Bippert’s grade point average ranked 
him among the top ten students in his class.  
  
In addition to his athletic and academic achievements, Bippert has been an active supporter of the local 
community.  His community service and his leadership positions in various organizations are testimony to his 
character, solidifying his place atop the field of competitors for the scholarship. 
  
Clinton is thankful for the opportunity to play American Legion Baseball and the support Jerome Iltis and Post 
460 provides.  He also wanted to express his thanks to his most recent coach, Clint Modgling and his previous 
coaches Johnny Zinsmeyer, Pat Tondre and Frankie Kempf for their help all those years.

Reprinted with the permission of the Castroville Anvil

Weiss-Wurzbach Post 460 Player Awarded Baseball Scholarship

Left to right: Baseball Chairman Jerome Iltis, Clinton Bippert, and Coach Clint Modgling
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To All Texas Members of the American Legion Family:

You can now obtain American Legion License Plates in the state of Texas. These 
plates are available to all Texas members of the American Legion, American Le-
gion Auxiliary, and Sons of the American Legion.

Go to the location where you purchase your license plates, (usually your County 
Seat) and they will copy your membership card as part of the procedure for ob-
taining these plates. At that time your cost for these special plates (in addition to 
whatever your usual amount) will be $30.00, $22.00 of which the Texas American 
Legion Foundation will receive. Your plates will then be ordered and you can pick 
them up in about three weeks.

If you have personalized plates you can keep the same number or letter(s) and it 
will be put on the Legion Plates. Your personalized fees, in such an instance, would 
remain the same plus the $30.00 for the American Legion plates.

The money received by the Texas American Legion Foundation through this pro-
gram will be used for the currently supported scholarship programs. These include 
the Oratorical Contest Scholarship (on the U.S. Constitution), the Junior Shooting 
Scholarship, the Eagle Scout Scholarship, the Cindy Mae Girls State Scholarship, 
the Baseball Scholarship, the Boys State Senior Counselor Scholarship, and several 
other scholarships.

Texas American Legion License Plates are a good promotion of the American 
Legion Family. Thank you for your participation in this program so we (the Texas 
American Legion family) can 
continue our good work through 
so many of our scholarship pro-
grams which help our youth of 
today and leaders of the future.
 
For God and Country,
Ronald Cherry ~ President
Texas American Legion 
Development Foundation

Texas American Legion License Plates
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Do you have an article or 
announcement to share 
with us?

If so, please submit articles, 
photos, etc to 
times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of each month, 
and it will appear in the 
following issue!

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

Almost Four Decades of Partnership 
for a Healthy America

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust 
affordable insurance plans and superior service

call toll-free, 1-800-235-6943, or
visit our Web site at: www.theLIT.com
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