
Message from the Commander

Happy New Year to ALL!
 
December was as expected packed with much pomp and circumstance and the highlight was 
when my wife Pam and I were asked to be Grand Marshals in the local Christmas Parade as the 
theme was “Patriotic Christmas”.  We traveled throughout the State on holiday visits and as usual 
met legion family that truly inspired in us the meaning of the Christmas Season.  We participated 
in troop arrivals and departures and the emotions that those moments bring keeping in mind that 
our savior is constantly watching over us as we pray for the concerns of those families involved.  
Our freedoms are not to be taken for granted and it is evident that the Legion Family does not.
 
Now it is time to refocus our efforts on 
where the Organization is going in 2010.   
We must continue to hold on to each 
and every member at our local posts.  
So please take a moment and call each 
one that has not renewed for 2010 and 
address any issues that are in place.  It 
is a great benefit to belong to the Legion 
and an even greater benefit to become 
active and participate in what we do for 
fellow veterans and the community.   It 
is now time to focus on adding to our 
membership to strengthen our resolve 
to continue to be a strong force for our 
veterans.
 
AT this year’s Winter Conference on Jan 22-24, we are having a “Hubmaster Class” to detail to the 
membership how it will work to improve communication from the state level through the leaders 
and to the local posts.  We will be able to bring new information to the posts through this network 
and to respond to needs and questions from the local posts more efficiently than ever before.  All 
are welcome to attend.  The class is after the DEC meeting at 1pm on Sat Jan 23rd.  I feel this 
is one of the most important classes that will be available throughout the weekend and urge all 
to attend.   I will also be asking the Div/Dist Cmdrs at the M&O meeting at 9am Fri the 22nd to 
identify Posts in their areas that need revitalizing and areas that need new posts.  We will be 
concentrating on signing new members, so if you know of a veteran that has not signed with us 
or who you have asked before, please ask again; situations change and they may be ready now.  I 
also am going to ask that the local posts review their programs and to try to start at least one new 
program this year.  We can make the Department of Texas the leader of this organization, just as 
long as we try to improve each year and “Stay on Target”.
 
Above all, thank you all for what you do for our veterans and your communities, for that is what we 
are all about.

Have a prosperous New Year. 
 

Don Daft
Department Commander
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Message from the President of the  
Texas American Legion Press Association (TEXALPA)

Greetings Legionnaires, Auxiliary, Sons, and Riders:

The American Legion and TEXALPA need to rely more and more on female veterans.  
Each year more women are joining the military and they are a rapidly growing 
percentage of veterans.  The unique perspective, demonstrated innovation, creativity 
and agility of female veterans are a critical and untapped source of membership and 
of editors for our post newsletters and web sites.

Without proactively developing this vital resource, The American Legion and TEXALPA 
stands to lose on all fronts.  Female veteran development will help accelerate 
membership growth, rebuild posts, enhance local communities, build a larger base for 
TEXALPA, and create a new model of leadership.
 
The goal: find a way to connect with the face of the new veteran.  Not just youth, but 
females.  We need their talent, strength, and diversity to create better newsletters and 
web sites.  We need females in our posts and in TEXALPA.  Join today.

Eldon Erickson
President TEXALPA
PO Box 160
Whitharral TX 79380
806-299-1269
pamibra@windstream.net

Message from the Director, Honor Society of Women Legionnaires (20/4)

Greetings Women Legionnaires:

Texas’ own, National Director Connie Jo-Purchis, is planning a Memorial Day 
presentation at the Women’s Memorial in Washington DC.  It would be great to have a 
large Texas contingent in attendance.

Don’t forget to donate items for our table at the Mid Winter and Department 
Conventions.  If you can’t donate, maybe you can find something to purchase.  The 
proceeds are used to improve the quality-of-life for women veterans in our VA 
hospitals.

I believe in the broken-window theory:  If you don’t fix the broken window in the 
building, another will be broken and then another, and eventually the whole block will 
be lost.  Our broken window is apathy.  Everyday, we should strive to display The 
American Legion logo and/or the 20/4 logo.  We can do that by wearing a pin, 
earrings, necklace, shirt, jacket, or hat.  If the opportunity arises and you meet new or 
younger women veterans, please invite them to join.  Just a 10% increase in 
membership will change the tone of our great organization.

“If something is free, I’ll take two,” a mentor of mine once said.  His point was that 
people don’t value things they don’t pay for.  We need to pay for our growth as an 
organization and payment can be in volunteer time. 

Thank you,
Patricia Erickson
Director 20/4
PO Box 160 
Whitharral TX 79380
806-299-1269
pamibra@windstream.net
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Don Daft, Department Commander 
Bill Hueske Department Vice Commander
Charles Edwards, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Historian
Dale Anspach, Sergeant-at-Arms
Jerry Tatman, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Conrad Roberson, NEC
Jim Prendergast, Alt NEC
James McNair, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer (Houston)                                     
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Reba Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer (Waco)
Don Bridschge, Department Service Officer (Waco)

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Larry Mims, 1st Division Commander
Lynn Sparks, 2nd Division Commander
Robert Squyres, 3rd Division Commander
Barry Schoenhals, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker , 1st District Commander
Milton Chatham, 2nd District Commander
Linda Reed, 3rd District Commander
Wayne Thomas, 4th District Commander
Bernard Aderholt, 5th District Commander
Bobby Ray, 6th District Commander
Sheila Schulte, 7th District Commander
Howard Mead, 8th District Commander
Tom Harlan, 9th District Commander
Walter Ivie, 10th District Commander
Don Damron, 11th District Commander
Terrance Bigley, 12th District Commander
Larry Vess, 13th District Commander
Pablo Garza, Jr, 14th District Commander
George Solis, 15th District Commander
Ruben Banks, Sr, 16th District Commander
Dan Dutton, 17th District Commander
Roosevelt Sullivan, 18th District Commander
Patricia Erickson, 19th District Commander
Joe Duarte, 20th District Commander
W.L. Fleming, 21st District Commander
Terry Messinger, 22nd District Commander
Robert Hester, 23rd District Commander
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Christmas & New Year’s has come and gone.  Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a 
wonderful beginning for the New Year!  We are working to catch up with the mail and email that 
comes after being closed for the holidays.

Membership is always at the forefront.  Continue to encourage your Auxiliary members to send in 
their 2010 membership.  Our dues increase went into effect on January 1st.  All 2010 
membership postmarked after December 31, 2009 will be processed at the increased rate.  

The Unit Christmas Assessment became due when it was sent out in the Oct/Nov bulletin.  
Several units still have not sent in their assessment.  The most current list of unpaid assessment 
is posted to the website by district and a notice to the district presidents was sent out before 
the Christmas holidays.  As you all know, this money is used to give each veteran in the VAMCs 
across Texas a $5 gift from the Auxiliary.

President Barbara spent the month of December travelling across Texas visiting the VAMCs for 
the annual Christmas Gift Shops and Christmas Parties.  Perhaps you were able to attend or vol-
unteer at a Gift Shop or Christmas Party in your area.  If not  make plans to attend next 
Christmas.

Now we are continuing our preparations for the annual Midwinter Conference being held at the 
end of this month.  The agenda for the Midwinter Conference is posted to our website.  There will 
be some very fun and informative sessions beginning at 9:00 AM on Saturday.  The 2009-2010 
Southern Division National Vice President is our very own Lynda Horton-Turk from Mineral Wells 
Unit 75.  She will be in attendance at the joint session on Friday night, the Saturday sessions and 
will be our guest speaker on Sunday morning.  Please encourage your ALA members to attend.  
An advance registration form is posted to our website and was mailed in the bimonthly bulletin.  
We encourage all members to attend the Midwinter Conference, as it is a learning experience for 
everyone.

As always, please get in touch with us, if you have any questions or need information.

Happy New Year,

Paula Raney
Department Secretary

Message from the Department Secretary
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I hope each of you had a Blessed Christmas and I wish you a prosperous New Year. 

We start the New Year off with more VAMC tours.  Our first visit will be on January 8, 2009 at 9:00 am at the San Antonio VAMC and 
2:00 pm we will visit Kerrville VAMC. I encourage the District and Division Presidents and members in the San Antonio area to come 
and visit with us as we meet with the Directors of the VAMC.

As we began 2010 it is the beginning of a new year with new thought, new resolutions for the coming year. Use your imagination 
for the upcoming programs of the Auxiliary. The Martin Luther King, Jr., Day of Service will be held on January 18, 2010, and many 
American Legion Auxiliary units have plans underway. . As one of the core objectives in the Community Service Plan of Action states, 
MLK Day of Service should relate to service to our veterans and to military families of deployed troops.

We have two awards that you can gather information from your living room while sitting in your recliner.  
Subject: Youth Hero Award  & Youth Good Deed Award

The Youth Hero Award is to recognize and reward today’s youth, under the age of 18 years, who perform a heroic act of physical 
valor. This permanent award in the Children and Youth program honors youths for their willingness to put others before self. These 
young men and women are worthy of special recognition for their deeds of selfless concern.
The Good Deed Award is to recognize youth who do not meet the set criteria of a physical act or valor, but are great examples of 
community services.

How do we locate these young people?
A. Watch local newscasts, read local papers and listen to local radio for deserving youth to receive either one of these awards.
B. Units need to send the proper paperwork to the Department Children and Youth Chairman of the impending awards.
Once a youth qualifies for either of these awards, the Unit should plan an event to publicly acknowledge the recipient.  This is a 
perfect opportunity to invite local officials to be a part of the presentation. Most of our communities are not aware what is done 
through our Units and Posts for the betterment of all children.

What a way to start the holidays with the Auxiliary meeting its membership goal of 75% on December 22, 2009!  We will also meet 
our National goal of 75% by January 6, 2010. All the units that reached 75% will be put in a hat and a unit’s name will be drawn 
for a gift of $25.00. This is done in categories based upon membership.  All the Districts that reach 75% will be put in a hat for the 
drawing of $25.00. Congratulation to Pat Shupe, President, 3rd Division for reaching and surpassing the goal of 75% in member-
ship. Please continue to work membership.  Our next goal is 85% by March 30, 2010, but a special award will be given for a 100% by 
President Barbara’s birthday March 17, 2010. Remember membership begins with each of us.

Diana King, Department Vice President and the ladies of Pasadena Unit 521, received a note from a veteran they met last week at 
the Houston Fisher House. He also wrote a story that he submitted to his local newspaper for publication.  I will share his complete 
story in the Auxiliary bulletin.

Ms King,
It was an honor and a pleasure meeting you at the Fisher House prior to Christmas. I was very moved by the gesture by you and the 
ladies of the American Legion Auxiliary to provide a touch of the season not only to myself, my family and the other members of 
families who were there unselfishly giving up their time to be with their loved ones 
knowing well that at home there would be moments of celebration of the joyous season.  
May God bestow upon you and the ladies - the heart, courage and dedication to continue 
your wondrous work in bringing that small ray of hope to those in need.

Please convey my most appreciative thanks for a wonderful meal and my wishes for a 
very prosperous New Year.

Respectfully,
Jesse Garcia, USAF, Retired

I’m looking forward to seeing each of you at Mid-Winter conference, January 23-24, 
2010 in Austin.  The Leadership committee has put together a program that will inspire, 
inform, and motivate each of us. It will be an educational and fun weekend, so make 
plans to attend.

Veterans & Volunteers
Barbara Kundert

Message from the Auxiliary President
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Morton Post 374 is bustling with growth and activity.  Current membership is at 
134.78% and leads the 19th District.  Recently, the Post members got together 
with a Morton resident that was now serving in Iraq, Captain Nathan Moore, to 
start a project “IED Insurance.”  The Post raised money to purchase 100 soccer 
balls, needles, and pumps and sent them to Iraq.

A letter from Captain Moore follows:

We finally got rid of the soccer balls 
today.  It was our last trip to our AO 
(Area of Operations).  Me, another 
Captain, and our interpreter just 
walked in to a village (with no body 
armor), bought some snacks at a road 
side store, and like Santa handed out 
a bunch of soccer balls from a laundry 
bag.  I targeted this village for 
“positive effects” because US forces 
are often passing by here and it can 
have a positive effect.  They like us 
and we don’t have any trouble... a 
winning combination.  Mothers came 
out to us (with no adult male escorts) 
and asked us for soccer balls for their 
kids.  We spread our message of good 
tidings saying that we wouldn’t be 
around any more and that we hoped 
they treated other US forces as kindly as they treated us.  I also threw in a bit about 
how in America, this is the time of year when we give gifts. 

Morton Post 374



8

Texas Panhandle Veterans, Lincoln Memorial, October 9, 2009
Eddie Melin (below), age 97, oldest veterans on the trip.

2009 TEXAS PANHANDLE HONOR FLIGHT PHOTOS
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Lt. Carolyn Morton of the Gregg County Composite Squadron Civil Air Patrol and Linda M. 
Reed, 3rd District Commander for the American Legion Post 281, join together to place 
the ceremonial wreath on the grave site of Post 281 namesake, Congressional Medal of 
Honor Recipient Travis E. Watkins. The honoring of all fallen Veterans during the Wreaths 
Across America Program began at Arlington National Cemetary in 1992 when Morill 
Worcester of Maine, donated and laid over 5000 Christmas Wreaths at Arlington 
National Cemetary. The message was simple and issued toward children, to 
remember, honor, and teach the importance of honoring each fallen service member as 
an individual. Dec. 12, was set aside by Congress, to simultaneously place thousands 
and thousands of wreaths across our great nation. Lt. Morgan and the  Civil Air Patrol of 
Longview, with Commander Reed and many veterans organizations came together to 
see to it this mission was followed through.

Wreaths Across America - Post 281
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