
Message from the Commander

I hope that everyone in the American 
Legion Family had a very Merry Christ-
mas and a joyous New Year. As we 
traveled around attending Christmas 
events the true meaning of Christmas 
and being home for the holidays  
became a focal point for those families 
who had someone in the military and 
especially for those who had loved ones 
deployed. A difficult time for many who 
have never experienced having a family 
member away for the holidays became 
apparent when I spoke with them. My 
wish is for our troops to return home as 
soon as possible and safe as well.

Now that the holidays are over, let us renew ourselves to the objectives 
of this great organization. First of all, we need to roll up our sleeves and 
once again focus on membership. The third membership renewal notices 
will be mailed the first week in January and the Department 90% target 
date is January 28, 2011. 

Everyone needs to working on renewals within their respective posts for 
the next 5 months in order to reach our goal of 71,500.  

Local, District, and Division Oratorical contests are being scheduled 
in January. All posts are encouraged to participate in this program to 
provide scholarships to our youth for them to further their education. 
Information on the Department Boys State Program will be forthcoming 
shortly and I encourage all posts to consider sending a delegate this year 
to sustain this worthwhile program.

(continued, p.2)
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Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month and it 
will appear in the following issue.



January will include travel to the VAMC’s in San Antonio and Kerrville.  It will include a 
visit and tour of the Center for the Intrepid at Brooke Army Medical Center along with 
the National President’s official visit to Texas during that time.

Mid-Winter Conference will be held January 20 through January 23 along with the 
Legislative Breakfast to be held at the Capitol.  Members of the Legislative Council are 
encouraged to attend to meet with legislators and to promote legislative issues.

Legionnaires, don’t forget to consider making a contribution to the American Legion 
Riders Fisher House Challenge.  They need to raise $27,500 by Department Conven-
tion and I know they would appreciate your help in reaching this worthwhile challenge.  
You can send your contributions to the Department Headquarters and earmark it for 
ALR-Fisher House.  Vice Commander Harry Hicks can tell you the money raised would 
be put to good use benefiting the families who use the Fisher House. 

I want to thank everyone for what you are doing in the American Legion Family.  Keep 
up the good work and let’s keep moving forward.

For God and Country
Ken Mueller, Commander
“A New Generation Moving Forward”

2

The Legion Times

VoLume 92, issue 6 
January 2011
Executive Director

William West

Editor
F.G. Adams

Send all correspondence 
and submissions to:

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527

Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138  /  F: 512.472.0603

E-mail: times@txlegion.org

The Legion Times assumes no 
responsibility for material 

submitted and reserves the right to 
edit any submissions. 

Editorial deadline is the 20th of every 
month for inclusion in the following 

month’s issue.
Subscription is included in the annual 
American Legion, Department of Texas 

dues. Contact the American Legion, 
Department of Texas  for extra copies, 

or copies for non-legionnaires.

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the 

American Legion Department of Texas
Member of:

American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.

Texas Press Association.

The Legion Times is published online 
12 times a year by the American 

Legion, Department of Texas



Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Ken Mueller, Department Commander
Harry Hicks, Department Vice Commander
Conrad Roberson, National Executive Committeeman
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Hello Legionnaires! Did you know that Miss Edna Henke, a cousin of Admiral Chester Nimitz, started the first 
hospital gift shop in the country in Kerrville, Texas? She never dreamed that her idea would spread across the 
country, but it did. It all began with her Sunday school class when she was three. They started a little gift shop 
at the American Legion’s hospital for tuberculosis patients. When the American Legion Auxiliary was formed, 
she got the members interested in sponsoring the gift shop in 1921. The doctors loved it. Pretty soon they 
were insisting that gift shops be put into all the veteran’s hospitals, as they helped with patient morale.

Today, patients are brought down to the gift shop and select the gifts they want to send to their families.  
Members of the American Legion Auxiliary, with the help of Legionnaires and Sons, gift wrap their gifts and 
mail them in time to reach their families by Christmas. They also take a selection of gifts to bed patients who 
can’t attend the gift shop. It’s all completely free to the veteran.

During the first two weeks of December, I was honored to attend gifts shops in Waco, Dallas, Temple, and 
Amarillo. Kerrville and Big Spring scheduled their activities on the same day. I couldn’t do both, so National 
Southern Division VA&R Chairman Barbara Kundert attended the Big Spring gift shop for me. I also attended 
the Bonham, San Antonio, and Kerrville holiday parties, which were given in lieu of gift shops. It was very 
heartwarming to touch the lives of others. Our veterans were so very, very grateful for what we do.

In the midst of all the gift shops and holiday parties, Commander Ken, Detachment Commander Gary, and I, 
along with other members of the American Legion Family, toured the Dallas VA Medical Center. We were very 
impressed with their physical therapy facilities, their pool, and their Fisher House. We were also able to spend 
quality time with two young OIF/OEF veterans and their wives. American Legion Auxiliary Units adopted these 
two young families before the day was over. They made sure that their needs were taken care of and that they 
had a wonderful Christmas.

We are preparing for National President Carlene Ashworth’s official tour on January 6 at the Center for the 
Intrepid in San Antonio. The center provides traumatic amputee patients, burn patients requiring advanced 
rehabilitation and those requiring limb salvage efforts with techniques and training to help them regain their 
ability to live and work productively. The 20th District will host a small reception in Carlene’s honor. Our next 
VAMC Tour will be in San Antonio and Kerrville on January 7. If possible, please plan to attend.

Our Mid-Winter Conference will take place in Austin on January 22-23, 2011. The Auxiliary will host a  
leadership school on Saturday, which will include information about Flag 
etiquette, Family Readiness Groups, and hands-on training with the  
pocket flag project, to name a few. Our guest speaker on Sunday will  
provide us with information about Operation Military Kids Hero Packs.

I look forward to seeing you soon.

For God and Country,

Diana King
Department President

Message from the Auxiliary President





6

As your Department Chaplain I was blessed with an invitation to attend the National Chaplains  
Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana this year. One of the presenter’s was Past-National Chaplain 
2002-2003 Norris A. Keirn. He offered an excellent paper on How to Be an Effective Chaplain that was 
the best commentary I’ve ever heard concerning what it is to be a Legion Chaplain. Chaplain Keirn has 
given me permission to share some of his comments with you over the next few months.

‘Comrade Chaplain, you have been either elected or appointed to one of the most respected and  
privileged positions in the American Legion. Our motto is “For God and Country.” You represent the 
spiritual emphasis and the beginning of this motto. Like out House and Senate in these great United
States, all Legion meetings begin and end with prayer. You are to represent with dignity and grace the 
respect, reverence and reliance on God necessary for the success of our mission as Legionnaires.

‘Your office is a high calling and shapes the outcome of all that we do. Surely you have been granted 
the privilege to serve in this capacity because of the respect your comrades have for you. There will 
be many opportunities for you to serve not only in giving invocations, benedictions or table graces, but 
also in other capacities as you Commander and comrade Legionnaires seek your council and services. 
I commend you for accepting and serving both your God and your Country as a Chaplain in the  
American Legion.

‘Faith and religion are powerful expressions for all people. We teach our young and pass on to  
posterity our wisdom in writings, songs, art and other forms. Studies in cultural anthropology show 
one characteristic found in all societies from antiquity to modern times. Humans have always  
worshiped a higher power and have had a religious emphasis. While we find divergent expressions 
and a host of religious practices, expression of spirituality is universal in all cultures.

‘These religious beliefs and practices are so primary that they have often defined the boundaries and 
definitions of who is indentified as a member of a given people. The differences between the beliefs 
and practices of various groups have often led to rejection, banishment, and even violence or war.
The practice of faith is so important to humankind that both individuals and groups of like-minded 
persons are often willing to die for their beliefs!’

Next month’s Chaplains Corner will continue with Chaplain Keirn’s commentary and it’s relevance to 
you as American Legion Chaplains.

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2010-2011

www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplain’s Corner
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Tom Green County Veterans Service Officer and American Legion Post 572 member, Tim Vasquez with Sr. Chief Petty Of-
ficer (Retired) Robert J. and Polly Large. At the Pearl Harbor Remembrance Ceremony, 7 December 2010, San Angelo, TX. 

Sr. Chief Large was a crewman aboard the USS New Orleans (CA-32) at anchor in Pearl Harbor, the morning of 7 December 
1941.

Members of Castroville’s Weiss-Wurzbach 
American Legion Post 460 were special 
guests of USAA CEO Joe Robles at a recent 
employee meeting announcing the orga-
nization’s new alliance with The American 
Legion. USAA created a video featuring the 
people and mission of Post 460 to draw at-
tention to the new relationship. (Visit http://
www.legion.org/usaa/videos/93376/weiss-
wurzbach-post-460-texas to view the video.) 
Pictured from left to right: Wayne Peacock, 
Executive Vice President of USAA Member 
Experience; Albert King, Post 460 Chaplain; 
Joe Robles, USAA CEO; Jerome Iltis, Post 460 
Commander; Les Tschirhart, Post 460 Adju-
tant; Roy Clement, Post 460 member. (Photo 
courtesy of USAA)

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Ceremony, San Angelo, TX

Post 460 Members guests of USAA CEO
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WASHINGTON (Jan. 4, 2010) -- While TRICARE continues its practice of not reimbursing  
policy holders suffering from traumatic brain injury (TBI) for the cost of cognitive rehabilitation 
therapy (CRT), The American Legion is calling upon the military’s health-insurance provider to 
reverse its stand. 

National Public Radio reported last month that TRICARE refuses to cover CRT for service  
members, despite pressure from Congress and medical experts to do so.

“Research indicates that CRT helps those who have suffered brain damage,” said Jimmie 
Foster, national commander of The American Legion.”So it is incomprehensible that TRICARE 
is refusing to cover such treatment for our wounded warriors. Our troops have certainly earned 
their health-care benefits through their sacrifices and they deserve the best treatment  
available.”

The American Legion formed an ad hoc committee in October to study current and emerging 
TBI and post traumatic stress (PTS) treatment modalities. As part of its investigation, the  
Legion committee reviewed an April 2010 report from a conference hosted by the Defense 
Centers of Excellence.  It stated that CRT “is a well-accepted and common component of  
comprehensive rehabilitation for persons with moderate and severe TBI.”

Committee member Dr. Jeanne Stellman, professor emerita and special lecturer at Columbia 
University’s Mailman School of Public Health and an expert on veterans health issues, said 
that TRICARE’s refusal to cover CRT “flies in the face of virtually every expert group in the 
world, including its own consensus panel -- made up of military experts. One must question 
whether the decision was based on valid science, or was made for budgetary reasons.”

Dr. Stellman said that TRICARE based its decision essentially on a study “that used really  
stringent criteria, so that only 1,088 patients out of the tens of thousands with TBI [were]  
included in the analysis.” Such studies, Stellman said, produce “uncertainty about outcomes 
and therefore an excuse not to pay.”

Echoing his testimony before Congress last September, Commander Foster said “the cost of 
freedom doesn’t end when the battles are over. What happens to our young veterans and their 
families is also a real cost of war -- those who must live with the wounds of battle for many 
decades.

“Too often, we consider only our warfighting costs. It is time for our government to start  
calculating the cost of long-term care for our wounded troops -- before we go to war,” Foster 
concluded.

The American Legion says TRICARE must cover TBI therapy
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New Program Speeds Approval for Vietnam Veterans

WASHINGTON (Dec. 17, 2010) - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has decided more 
than 28,000 claims in the first six weeks of processing disability compensation applications 
from Vietnam Veterans with diseases related to exposure to the herbicide Agent Orange.

“With new technology and ongoing improvements, we are quickly removing roadblocks to  
processing benefits,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. “We are also  
conducting significant outreach to Vietnam Veterans to encourage them to submit their  
completed application for this long-awaited benefit.”

VA published a final regulation on Aug. 31 that makes Veterans who served in the Republic 
of Vietnam and who have been diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, ischemic heart disease, 
or a B-cell (or hairy-cell) leukemia eligible for health care and disability compensation bene-
fits.  With the expiration of the required 60-day congressional review on Oct. 30, VA is now able 
to process these claims.

Vietnam Veterans covered under the new policy are encouraged to file their claims through a 
new VA Web portal at www.fasttrack.va.gov.  Vietnam Veterans are the first users of this  
convenient automated claims processing system.  

If treated for these diseases outside of VA’s health system, it is important for Veterans to  
gather medical evidence from their non-VA physicians.  VA has made it easy for physicians to 
supply the clinical findings needed to approve the claim through the new Web portal.  These 
medical forms are also available at  www.vba.va.gov/disabilityexams.

The portal guides Veterans through Web-based menus to capture information and medical  
evidence required for faster claims decisions.  While the new system currently is limited to 
these three disabilities, usage will expand soon to include claims for other conditions.

VA has begun collecting data that recaps its progress in processing claims for new Agent  
Orange benefits at www.vba.va.gov/VBA/agentorange/reportcard/index.html.

VA Processes First Claims for New Agent Orange Presumptives
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