
Message from the Commander

Greetings American Legion Family Members. We have just come through the holiday 
season and I hope all had an opportunity to enjoy time with family and friends.  I 
look forward to this holiday as it celebrates the birth of our Lord and brings all of us 
together more than most to remember the miracle sent to us from God. Hope you all 
have a happy and prosperous New Year.

Above pictured is the new District Hubmaster pin handed out at the Hubmasters class 
given at the Midwinter Conference this year to the newly appointed district Hubmas-
ters who are an addition to the Hubmaster 
Network. We will have a formal network to 
distribute and receive information from de-
partment through to the local posts.

The next step is for the district commanders 
to confer with the local posts in their districts 
to appoint a local post Hubmaster to receive 
and send information from the grassroots.  
Please make this a priority both district and 
post commanders to accomplish this goal as 
it is vital to complete the network.  Your coop-
eration in this matter is critical to the success 
of this program.  We will look forward to com-
pleting this objective in the ensuing weeks.
 
We are half way through this 2009-2010 year and the best way to assess our progress 
is to highlight the 2010 Department Midwinter Conference where the National Secu-
rity Chairman Kenneth Jan and the Law and Order Sub-Chairman Glen Moody awarded 
the Department “LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR” to Kenny Gore and the “EMS OF THE 
YEAR” to Jodi Alvery who both humbly received our thanks and praise.  Each was most 
deserving of this recognition.  
 
Chairman Joe Schafer of The Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission encour-
aged all veterans to sign up for the VA system while we are in a period of “Open Enroll-
ment”.  This is an opportunity for the veteran to expand their health portfolio with no 
cost.  We do not know the future of health care in America.  Hedge your bets and get 
covered.  The Chairman also requested a committee to review and recommend to 
the department an assessment of coverage of the Dept Service Officers.  The Depart-
ment Commander will appoint a committee to report to the Department Convention in 
Beaumont.
 
Chairman Ron Bell of the Membership and Organization Commission reported our 
standing as a department to be no. 41 of the 55 departments that make up The 
American Legion.  While this is not where we hoped to be we are making progress 
and we must revitalize posts, initiate new posts, conduct membership drives, and “just 
ask” to get us where we need to be this year in accomplishing our goal of 78,000.  We 
are now at 78%.
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He also offered a “New Parade Shirt”.  It is a representative of the Texas flag and was well re-
ceived by the membership. Department Adjutant Bill West was asked to gather final bids reflect-
ing the recommendations made by this commission and then to advise the membership of the 
timing for orders, etc. Results will be posted on the Department Website.
 
Chairman Shorty Simmons of the Long Range Planning Committee informed the attendees that 
much progress has been made in formulating a mission and makeup of this advisory committee 
for the department.  It was recommended that this committee be a standing committee and a 
resolution was approved to be presented to the Department Constitutions and By Laws Commit-
tee under Chairman Everett Bills at Department Convention.

We need the Division and District Commanders to present this resolution at their respective 
spring conventions for understanding and endorsement.  

Chairman C. W. Butch Sparks of the Board of Trustees detailed the accomplishments of the 
board so far this year.  The adjacent lot has been cleaned of its debris and brush and it looks 
great.  The committee is also taking bids on a new sign to be placed in front of the Doughboy to 
identify The Department Headquarters.  

Chairman Herb Odell of the Convention City Commission received a report from Department 
Convention Committee Chairman of Beaumont, Austin Berry who wanted all members to know 
that the hotel assigned to the Legion has gone non-smoking.  The Commission accepted two 
proposals for the Department Convention 2012 from the city of Irving and the city of Houston.  
The city of Houston was selected for 2012 and the city of Irving accepted for 2013.  So the next 
three years are lined up, next year (2011) we will be in Odessa.   

Fellow Legionnaires, as you can see, the business of the Department goes on.  However, the true 
value of our organization lies in the involvement of our local post as they participate in the pro-
grams that contribute to the four pillars: Veterans, National Security, Americanism, and Children 
and Youth.  The progress in these areas continues to grow throughout the department mak-
ing Texas a major force writing our chapter of the legacy of this great organization and what it 
means to America and its citizens.  On behalf of the Department of Texas, I would like to express 
our gratitude.  STAY ON TARGET! 

Don Daft
Department Commander

Message from the President of the  
Texas American Legion Press Association (TEXALPA)

Greetings Legionnaires, Auxiliary, Sons, and Riders:

A Lesson in Life – The Obstacle in Our Path:  In ancient times, a King had a boulder placed on a 
roadway.  Then he hid himself and watched to see if anyone would remove the huge rock.  Some 
of the king’s wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by and simply walked around it.  Many 
loudly blamed the king for not keeping the roads clear, but none did anything about getting the 
stone out of the way.

Then a peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables.  Upon approaching the boulder, the 
peasant laid down his burden and tried to move the stone to the side of the road.  After much 
pushing and straining, he finally succeeded.  After the peasant picked up his load of vegetables, 
he noticed a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been.  The purse contained many 
gold coins and a note from the king indicating that the gold was for the person who removed 
the boulder from the roadway.  The peasant learned what many of us never understand.  Every 
obstacle presents an opportunity to improve our condition.

Eldon Erickson
President TEXALPA
PO Box 160
Whitharral TX 79380
806-299-1269
pamibra@windstream.net

2

The Legion Times

VoLume 91, issue 7 
February 2010

Executive Director
William West

Editor
F.G. Adams

Send all correspondence 
and submissions to:

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527

Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138  /  F: 512.472.0603

E-mail: times@txlegion.org

The Legion Times assumes no 
responsibility for material 

submitted and reserves the right to 
edit any submissions. 

Editorial deadline is the 20th of every 
month for inclusion in the following 

month’s issue.
Subscription is included in the annual 
American Legion, Department of Texas 

dues. Contact the American Legion, 
Department of Texas  for extra copies, 

or copies for non-legionnaires.

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the 

American Legion Department of Texas
Member of:

American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.

Texas Press Association.

The Legion Times is published online 
12 times a year by the American 

Legion, Department of Texas



Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Don Daft, Department Commander 
Bill Hueske Department Vice Commander
Charles Edwards, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Historian
Dale Anspach, Sergeant-at-Arms
Jerry Tatman, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Conrad Roberson, NEC
Jim Prendergast, Alt NEC
James McNair, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer (Houston)                                     
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Reba Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer (Waco)
Don Bridschge, Department Service Officer (Waco)

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Larry Mims, 1st Division Commander
Lynn Sparks, 2nd Division Commander
Robert Squyres, 3rd Division Commander
Barry Schoenhals, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker , 1st District Commander
Milton Chatham, 2nd District Commander
Linda Reed, 3rd District Commander
Wayne Thomas, 4th District Commander
Bernard Aderholt, 5th District Commander
Bobby Ray, 6th District Commander
Sheila Schulte, 7th District Commander
Howard Mead, 8th District Commander
Tom Harlan, 9th District Commander
Walter Ivie, 10th District Commander
Don Damron, 11th District Commander
Terrance Bigley, 12th District Commander
Larry Vess, 13th District Commander
Pablo Garza, Jr, 14th District Commander
George Solis, 15th District Commander
Ruben Banks, Sr, 16th District Commander
Dan Dutton, 17th District Commander
Roosevelt Sullivan, 18th District Commander
Patricia Erickson, 19th District Commander
Joe Duarte, 20th District Commander
W.L. Fleming, 21st District Commander
Terry Messinger, 22nd District Commander
Robert Hester, 23rd District Commander
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DIA Graduates Legion College 

Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs for The 
American Legion, Department of Texas recently 
graduated American Legion College held in 
Indianapolis, IN. Mike is seen here receiving his 
diploma from National Commander Clarence 
Hill. Also in the photo is Past National Commander 
and current Legion College Chancellor Butch Miller 
and Larry Besson, Chairman Internal Affairs 
Commission. The class of 51 student spent a week 
learning programs to better help organize and run 
legions programs, including member retention and 
post rejuvenation. The class also raised over $1000 
that was donated to the local V.A. Hospital dialysis 
unit.

Message from the Director, Honor Society of Women Legionnaires (20/4)

The Texas American Legion
2010 Midwinter Sweepstakes Winners

The Midwinter Sweepstakes drawing was held on January 24, 2010 at the Omni Hotel in Austin. 

Congratulations’ to the following winners!

Grand Prize - $10,000.00 Raymond Fontenot of Beaumont - Post 817
Second Prize - $5000.00 Bill Avent of Amarillo - Post 54

Third Prize - $2500.00 Bud Rector of San Angelo - Post 572
Fourth Prize - $1500.00 Joe Taylor of Pasadena - Post 101

Fifth Prize - $500.00 Earl Arnold of Texarkana - Post 25
Sixth Prize - $500.00 Robert Danels of Houston - Post 77

Greetings Women Legionnaires. 

Honor Society of Women Legionnaires (20/4) Jeepettes, some 
are retirees and some served for only a few years, but all are still 
serving.  One of the most visible ways that Jeepettes are 
serving is thru The American Legion at Post, District, Division, 
and Department levels.  Jeepettes also volunteer their time as 
volunteers supporting military installation activities and at VA 
hospitals.  They contribute their time, experience and know-how 
to the various organizations.  Many organizations need 
volunteers due to shrinking budgets and staff and expanding 
responsibilities.  Our Jeepettes have years of military life behind 
them and can speak from experience in helping at military 
installations and at VA hospitals/clinics.  

Our volunteers remind others that retirement or ETS does not 
end their connection with and commitment to veterans and ac-
tive duty military.

If you have spare time and want to stay active, volunteer.  You 
are desperately needed.

Thank you,
Patricia Erickson
Director 20/4
PO Box 160 
Whitharral TX 79380
806-299-1269
pamibra@windstream.net                                            
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Congratulations!!  To the Leadership team for the presentation involving the inter working of many of our  
programs on Saturday at the Midwinter Conference. The involvement of many of the activity committee’s 
members gave our members a taste of how the different programs have impacted their lives.

The Girls State session in Seguin is fast approaching.  The first registration period will begin on February 1, 
2010.  The second registration will begin on March 1. There are plenty of slots right now to register a school.  
You should have received information about Girls State this month.  Please call the office if you have any  
questions about the Girls State program.

We continue the VAMC Hospital tours on February 19, 2010 in Waco at 9:00 am and Temple VAMC at  
1:00 pm.  We look forward to seeing the District Commanders and Presidents on the hospital tours.  The  
hospital tour is for anyone that would like to attend and we welcome all.  In March we go out West to Amarillo 
and Big Spring.

I will be attending Detachment Commander Robert Sonnier’s Homecoming at Post 364, in Corpus Christi on 
February 20, 2010.  On Sunday February 21, 2010 I will attend the 9th District Jr. Forum.  

I know it is still January but time will pass quickly until the end of June and dates have a way of slipping up 
on Units.  Two things that I would like to bring to your attention are found in your Past President Parley plan of 
action.  War on Terrorism—Salute to an Active Duty Service Woman: One active duty service woman from each 
branch of service will be afforded recognition during the National Convention.  A servicewoman can  
nominate herself, but must be sponsored by a unit, or a unit can sponsor a Servicewoman.  Unit Member of 
the Year from each Department is recognized annually at the National Convention.  Only senior members in 
good standing are eligible. The member cannot have obtained an elected or appointed leadership role higher 
than Unit President.  Due date is April 15 on both applications.  For complete rules see the Past President’s 
Parley plan of action. 

We met our 75% membership goal as of December 22, 2009.  We are working on 85% due on March 30, 
2010.  With the posting of membership we were at 80.80% on January 26, 2010.  I know that we can reach 
our goal of 100%; it will take all of us working together to make it happen.  We are #2 in the Southern Divi-
sion and 9th in the National standings.  I am so proud to be a part of the American Legion Auxiliary and Texas 
has two very special people on board.  Carlene Ashworth, National Vice 
President and Lynda Horton-Turk, Southern National Vice President.  It 
has been a long time since Texas has reached 100% in membership and 
I know that we can reach our goal if we think positive and keep working 
toward our goal.

Remember the one’s you love on Valentine’s Day.

Veterans and Volunteers,
ALA Department President
Barbara Kundert

Message from the Auxiliary President
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District     Dates    Location     City

1   March 21, 2010   Post 488     New Boston
2   April 17, 2010    Post 817     Beaumont
3   March 13, 2010   Post 418     Troup
4   April 10 - 11, 2010   Post 96     McKinney
5   April 17 - 18, 2010   Post 817     Duncanville
6   April 17 - 18, 2010   Post 426     Alvarado
7   April 24, 2010    Post 629     Camilla
8   April 16 - 17, 2010   Post 560     Houston
9   April 10 - 11, 2010   Post 241     Angleton
10   April 17, 2010    Post 41     Lockhart
11   April 10, 2010    Post 573     Harker Heights
12   March 27, 2010   Post 838     Fort Worth
13   April 10 - 11, 2010   Post 88     Lake Dallas
14   April 24 - 25, 2010   Post 633     Mathis
15   March 19 - 21, 2010  Post 498     Port Isabel
16   March 26-28, 2010   Post 58     El Paso
17   March 20, 2010   Post 240     Stephenville
18   March 6, 2010    TBA      Amarillo
19   April 3, 2010    TBA      Whitarral
20   April 10 -11, 2010   Post 2     San Antonio
21   March 20 - 21, 2010  Post 370     Llano
22   April 23 - 25, 2010   Post 472     Houston
23   TBA      TBA     TBA
    
Division     Dates    Location     City   

1   April 24 - 25, 2010   Quality Inn Hotel   Tyler
2   April 30 - May 2, 2010 Crowne Plaza Hotel  Houston
3   May 14 - 16, 2010   Post 2     San Antonio
4   May 1- 2, 2010    Post 54     Amarillo

Spring Conventions
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The American Legion Post & Unit 121, Waco, Texas, 
located at 3rd & Tennessee, hosted a Fallen Soldier 
Memorial ceremony on Monday, January 25, 2010, at 
6:30pm. A meal was served for the family and friends 
of Petty Officer Danny Kreder II at 6:30pm with a 
memorial ceremony following. Honored for his sacrifice 
was: Petty Officer 3rd Class Danny R. Kreder II, 22, of 
Elm Mott, Texas, assigned to the Sacramento, California 
based US Coast Guard, who died October 29, 2009, 
when the C-130 Hercules he was aboard crashed during 
a search and rescue mission off the coast of California. 
A memorial plaque was presented to the family of Petty 
Officer Danny R. Kreder II, by American Legion 
Department of Texas vice commander William (Bill) 
Hueske, followed by a resolution recognizing Danny’s 
life, presented by American Legion Post 121 
Commander Vincent Perez and Unit 121 President 
Hilde Neumann. A Texas flag was presented to the 
family by state representatives Charles “Doc” Anderson. Representative “Doc” Anderson spoke briefly, recognizing the young soldier 
for his accomplishments during his life and in the US Coast Guard. A native of Elm Mott, Texas.

Danny is survived by his wife, Victoria (Sovey) Kreder; parents, Jeff and Jodi 
woodruff; brothers, Brandon and Cory Kreder; his father Danny Kreder I, 
grandmother, Pamela Sue Lyle; grandparents, Wayne and Shirley Sovey; and 
in-laws, Sam and Tracy Sovey. Petty Officer Danny R. Kreder II will be missed 
but never forgotten. 

The fallen soldier memorial plaque program was envisioned by Charles Boa-
tright, Post 182, of Little Elm, TX, after the loss of his nephew Sgt Michael 
Luke Boatright in Iraq. Sgt Boatright and members of his unit had made a 
pact to be buried together should they fall in the line of duty. He was laid to 
rest with members of his unit that had fallen before him in the National Cemetery in San Antonio. Unfortunately for his family he is 
buried far from his hometown. Charles Boatright had a small plaque made with an etching of his nephew and presented it to Luke’s 
mother. After seeing the incredible reaction of the family, he enlisted the help of the American Legion to help with the mission of 
presenting this type of plaque to the families of all fallen soldiers from Texas. His vision became a reality, and we continue to honor 
those who serve, and those who made that ultimate sacrifice defending the freedom of all Americans.

FALLEN SOLDIER MEMORIAL RECOGNIZING DANNY KREDER II 
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On Veterans Day evening 2009, members and friends of American Legion Post 516 came together for their semi-annual ceremony.  
Prior ceremonies enjoyed partnering with ROTC, other veteran organizations, retired and active veterans.  This year’s ceremony 
chairman David Fenn arranged a unique experience.

The participants included Girl Scout Troop 3420 as the flag detail; First Vice Sir Anthony Bass, former Australian Army Major 
attached to US forces; Second Vice Mike Williams, current member of the 36th division Texas National Guard topped off with 
“Renegade Nation” Native American Veterans Color Guard, all in traditional military uniforms.  Positions filled by post members 
included Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Hux and fire box tender Ron McDonell, both are Purple Heart recipients; Chaplain Cheryl Estes, 
President of Auxiliary Unit 516; fire tender Randy Lyman, SAL Commander and Riders Director with David Fenn conducting from the 
ceremony Commander position.

The ceremony started with the traditional “Assembly” bugle call, openings by the Commander, First and Second vice Commanders 
followed by a prayer.  Sir Bass then recited a traditional Australian Prayer for fallen soldiers. The “Kiowa Veterans Song” played as 
Renegade Nation performed the “Fallen Worrier” ceremony assembling the Battlefield Cross with Warrior Shield.  They then 
presented the Colors by circling the assembly followed by the “Star Spangled Banner”.  The First and Second vice Commanders 
inspected the Colors to be retired, a bugle rendition of “To the Colors” was played and the Sergeant-at-Arms directed the formation to 
the Urn as “You’re a Grand Old Flag” was playing.  The flags were individually saluted and retired as the Native American rendition of 
“Taps” was being played.

Respect was shown to over 50 flags from local individuals and businesses.  At the conclusion, all participants were given a round of 
applause and welcomed back anytime.  This was truly impressive ceremony that followed a great parade in Fort Worth, it was a very 
good day.  Pictures of this event (and the parade) are posted at www.post516.org (click on the scrapbook link).

Submitted by Ken Cox

Flag Retirement Ceremony with a Community, State, 
National and International Flavor
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