
Message from the Commander

The New Year has begun and we are having our mid-winter DEC meeting next week. 
2016 brings us new opportunities as well as new challenges. Our challenges will 
be to continue to grow and remain the number one voice for veterans in Austin 
and Washington D.C. We will have an opportunity to 
impact the direction that the VA will take in addressing 
the concerns we have raised regarding the quality of 
care and more critical the timely access to quality 
care. There have been numerous suggestions to  
address these issues including privatizing the 
system through vouchers. Others have suggested 
that the VA focus solely on specialized services for 
service related injuries-or combat injuries- leaving 
millions of veterans on their own to navigate private 
health care to meet the rest of their medical needs. 
There is no doubt that the VA health care system 
needs some reform and they have begun system 
wide transformation through MyVa initiative. While 
there is still much to be done, and modernized, we must be vigilant to insure  
untested ideas and plans don’t threaten the promises made to the men and 
women who served. 

This past month I had the opportunity to visit Audie Murphy and Kerrville Hospitals 
with Paula Raney, Auxiliary President and Connie Waddell, Detachment Command-
er. At each location, we observed staff that committed to providing quality services 
to veterans. We also witnessed a shortage of some critical staff due to recruiting 
issues. They were extremely grateful for then support received from the American 
Legion and American Legion Auxiliary.

Although the VA has, as required by Congress proposed a new plan to consolidate 
it community care programs including the Choice program and has proposed a 
creation of an integrated, high performing national network for veterans’ care by 
strengthening the VA’s core competencies and partnering with other private and 
federal health care systems in an effort to ensure seamless access and care for 
veterans, the fight to protect veterans’ health care cannot be won without your help. 
Please ask someone to join your post today, tomorrow, and each you have an op-
portunity to do so.

Serving those who Served
For God and Country
John McKinny
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HINTS FROM HINCE

Valentine’s Day comes but once a year but in the American Legion of 
Texas, the giving of gifts, awards and the gift of self is a year-long effort.  
I am going to share a few “love stories” this month so just groan, grunt 
and get over it!

General Joe Hanover is a fixture at the American Legion in Bryan at its 
meetings but also at its weekly coffees. For years now, this Legionnaire 
has witnessed his caregiver bringing him to every meeting, getting his 
coffee and sharing his happiness with being with his fellow veterans.  
Michelle is a gift to every member of that Post and to every visiting vet. 
Her ready smile, her respect to all those who have served our country 
and her devotion to our General Joe are an example to every American. 

HINT: Always take time to say thank you to those who care for our  
brothers and sisters in arms. Wives, husbands, friends and employees 
may not have been in our Band of Brothers (and Sisters) but they have 
the gift of recognizing our veterans and we must be grateful for them.

World War II veterans are no doubt the Greatest Generation. Even before 
Tom Brokaw coined the phrase, we knew that. Korean War vets are not 
as big in numbers but their stories are just as chilling. Vietnam was a 
war too many of us still remember all too well. Bottom lines if that many 
of our veterans are now widows or widowers and are without their loved 
ones come 14 February. 

HINT: Send a card to those you know have lost husbands or wives…let 
them now that the bond we had when we all wore the uniform still exists.

One of my favorite songs at any patriotic gathering is “I am proud to be an 
American.” Every time I hear it, sing it (!!!) or watch its presentation,  
the tears flow. Katy Texas recognized 10 year old Penelope Cruz for 
her rendition of the song at their annual Fire Fighter of the Year dinner. 
Thanks to all who took the time last month to congratulate this young 
lady and her family and thank you to Post 366 and Legionnaire Sheryl 
Williams for bringing the award and the recognition to Penelope’s school. 
This is truly serving the 4 Pillars!
     
HINT: Take every opportunity to go into schools and to reach out to ser-
vice clubs to share our Children and Youth Programs.
  
Thank you to all who feed information to media on all levels about our 
programs. I hope you are all getting these articles together for your media 
award entries this spring!

God bless,
Gerry Hince
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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You may recall that we shared information a while ago 
about our end of year membership. As of January 4, 
2016 we were 106 members behind where we were 
January 4, 2015. That situation has not improved. As 
of January 18, 2016 we are 256 members less than 
that date in 2015. We are going in the wrong direction. 
Couple that with our being 12,293 members short of 
our overall goal. 

We have a task ahead of us.  
• We can throw up our hands and bemoan our fate  
    and our unreasonable goal.
• We can passively sit by and let events control us.
• Or we can determine to TAKE ACTION.

Over the next couple days District Commanders will be 
receiving a call and will be asked what they are doing 
to promote membership. The primary question will be: 
“What is your action plan?” Have an answer. 

When July comes be prepared to look in the mirror and 
hopefully say “I did all I could.”

For God and Country
John Hince 
Vice Commancer

Membership Musings

The Texas American Legion
2016 Midwinter Conference Sweepstakes Winners

The Midwinter Conference Sweepstakes drawing was held on January 30, 2016 at the Austin Southpark Hotel in Austin, Texas.
 
Congratulations’ to the following winners:

Winners are posted in the February and August monthly issue of the Legion Times immediately after the drawing and can be found at 
www.txlegion.org.

Prize Amount Name City Post

Grand Prize $10,000 Rayford Guzardo Nederland 493

2nd Prize $5,000 Earnest Corbett Jr San Angelo 572

3rd Prize $2,500 Gus Oppermann IV Houston 345

4th Prize $1,500 Frank Eastman Beaumont 345

5th Prize $1,000 Craig Brodd Crosby 658

6th Prize $500 John Babcock Leaky 345

7th Prize $500 Larry Robinson Amarillo 344

8th Prize $100 Mark Oldmixon Houston 164

9th Prize $100 Thomas Bochenko Grand Prairie 345

10th Prize $100 Roberto Salgado Killeen 223

11th Prize $100 Ramon Bushee Greenville 17

12th Prize $100 James Prince New Boston 488

13th Prize $100 Jack Buckner Beaumont 33
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Let me be the first to say, Happy Valentine’s Day from the ALA Department of Texas!

The song I’ve chosen for this month is…..”Wooden Heart”. This song is best known for its use in the 1960 Elvis 
Presley film G.I. Blues. The song was a hit single for Elvis in the UK Singles Chart, making No. 1 for six weeks 
there in March and April 1961, but was not released on a single in the United States until November 1964, 
where it was the B-side to “Blue Christmas”, the song I referenced in December. How cool is that?

It’s a love song, but the words of the song that are relevant for this article are:

 Treat me nice, Treat me good
 Treat me like you really should
 ‘Cause I’m not made of wood
 And I don’t have a wooden heart

And why is it important, you ask?  Wella, wella….

The 5-Year Centennial Strategic Plan for the ALA has 5 goals. This song for me, is a portion of Goal 2, Create an 
Internal Culture of Goodwill. One of the strategies for Goal 2 is “lead by example”. 

I have had numerous conversations this year from unit members who say, “Why should I go back to a unit  
meeting where everyone is rude to each other and has no respect for members?” If this is happening at the unit 
level, it’s likely to happen at the post level as well.

“Treat me nice, treat me good. We should leave our differences at the door of a meeting. At a meeting all  
members are working toward the same goals, be it a unit or a post meeting.

“Cause I’m not made of wood”. Members won’t renew or even join if we don’t treat show respect and  
consideration for everyone one. This includes respect and consideration for other Legionnaire’s, Sons of the 
Legion and Auxiliary members. 

“And I don’t have a wooden heart”. We can all be hurt by words or actions. Please, let everyone make a  
conscious effort to take the words of this song to heart.

TAL Department Commander John and SAL Detachment Commander Connie have begun the new year  
joining the ALA in making official visits to the VAMCs. We met up in San Antonio, visited with our hospital  
representative and deputies and had a meeting with members of the VA administration. From there we traveled 
to the Kerrville VAMC and met with officials there and had a tour of their facilities 
as well. Both visits were informative and enlightening. One of the stops on our tour 
in Kerrville was the chapel. The stained glass windows are beautiful and the  
chaplain was most informative. We will have visited Waco and Temple VAMCs by 
the time you read this. 

And as I close every article, my continuous thanks, for all you do to support our 
military, their families and each other. So, until next month, “Never Forget ‘Be the 
Light” and thank you, thank you very much.

Message from the Auxiliary
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The third Monday in February we celebrate President’s 
Day, notably the birthday of George Washington, which 
was established as a federal holiday in 1885. and, in 
some states it has been expanded to include Abraham 
Lincoln’s birthday.

What intrigued me about the date was a sermon written 
by Henry Van Dyke in 1893. Van Dyke was a minister who 
at one time joined the United States Naval Reserve  
chaplain’s corps. You may know of Van Dyke as the 
author of the hymn “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee.” His 
sermon was entitled, “The people are responsible for the 
character of their rulers.

The gist of his sermon is stated in these words: “The 
rulers are chosen from the people by the people. The 
causes which produce the men and raise them to office, 
and clothe them with authority, are in the heart of the 
people. Therefore in the long run, the people must be 
judged by, and answer for, the kind of men who rule over 
them.”

My thoughts? We’ve come along way since George  
Washington. 

Our founding fathers were true patriots, who loved their 
country with a loyal, steadfast love and desired it to be 
ruled by the best available. When history completes the 
record and posterity pronounces the verdict, it is by the 
moral quality of our leaders and representatives that a 
people’s patriotism must be judged.

Today, we seem faced with a crisis of fraternity: whether 
a vast people of all sorts and conditions of humankind 
can live together in liberty and brotherhood, without 
standing armies or bloody revolts, without unjust laws 
which discriminate between the rich and the poor, and 
crush the vital force of individuality, and divide classes, in 
liberty and fraternity, with the least possible government 
and the greatest possible security of life and property 
and freedom of action. The leaders who wreck or rescue 
our country will simply represent the moral character and 
ideals of the American people.

In is within 
this context 
and out of 
this concern 
that I offer 
the following 
prayer. 

Dear Lord,

We come to you at a time that our nation is struggling. 
Struggling with wars, identity, cohesiveness and most of 
all, struggling with faith. We acknowledge that we have 
problems and issues here in this time and this season of 
your creation. 

We believe in our hearts that You have the ways and 
means to change the minds, thoughts and hearts of 
those in power, and those to make the decisions that 
affect our very lives. We ask for a revival of faith in the 
United States in our churches, places of business, homes 
and halls of Government.

Lord be the guiding light over the United States and its 
leaders. We pray over the military Generals and leader-
ship of the United States- so that they might make good 
and just decisions for our country, Bless the soldiers in 
the fields, fighting for the United States. Be with them to 
protect them from the harm and danger that they face. 

We thank you Lord for allowing this prayer to be prayed as 
a petition of prayer for our country, it’s people, its leaders 
and our world.. 

Amen.
Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2015-2016
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplain’s Corner

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2015-2016

http://www.texaschaplains.org
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Lack of transportation is hard for anyone, but for those 
in areas that lack regular public transportation, it’s a 
real buzzkill.

Karl B. Dieker’s life got a little easier on New Year’s 
Eve, when a Navy veteran, Forrest Landry, turned over 
the keys to a used Dodge Ram to the Air Force veteran.

“I found it on a used car lot in Del Rio, and had driven 
it lovingly sweetly ever since,” Landry said. “It’s been 
wonderful, but the alternator gave out, and I realized 
that it was time to get a new truck.” 

After a relative helped Landry to secure safe transpor-
tation, he decided to donate his old wheels with the 
help of Sons of the American Legion Post 208.

“I said, ‘OK, universe, you handle it,’” Landry said. 
“What goes around, comes around.” 

Sons of the American Legion Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation Chairman Richard Trzcinski put him in 
touch with Dieker after Blair Sanders of Carter’s  
Automotive finished repairing the vehicle.

Landry couldn’t hold back his emotions after  
Trzcinski surprised both men with $250 gift cards to 
H-E-B. “Thanks, I really needed that,” Landry said.

Earlier this month the post also made an Afghanistan 
veteran’s Christmas special after members bought 
his child $250 worth of presents. “We also gave him a 
$500 Walmart gift card,” Trzcinski added.

Veteran Donates Truck for a Good Cause 
By Victoria Aldrich
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services


Legionnaire Insurance Trust Members 
Medicare Supplement Reply Card

For your FREE information kit on the Medicare Supplement 
Insurance Plans complete and return this coupon.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________ DOB ______________________________

Spouse Name __________________________________________________  Spouse’s DOB ______________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________   State _________________________  ZIP ______________________

Telephone ( _______________________) _________________________________________________________________________________

Send to: Medicare Supplement Processing Dept.
 P. O. Box 1341 

Valley Forge, PA 19482-9946

How will you pay for 
expenses that Medicare 

doesn’t cover?
With the high cost of healthcare today, 
Medicare Supplement insurance is becoming a 
necessity for more and more Americans. That’s 
why it’s good to know that you now have a choice 
of competitive Standardized Medicare Supplement 
plans, offered to members like you. And, all plans 
are underwritten by a company known for it’s 
prompt, personal, responsive service.

Complete And 
RetuRn the Reply 

CARd. oR, CAll 
1-800-247-1771 

(Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST)

Here are  
Group Medicare  

Supplement Plans  
especially for  
Legionnaire 

Insurance Trust  
Members.

Underwritten by: Transamerica Life Insurance 
Company (Cedar Rapids, IA), and Transamerica 

Financial Life Insurance Company (Harrison, NY)
Not connected with or endorsed by the U. S. 
Government or Federal Medicare Program.

Other features include:
• The freedom of choosing your own doctors 

and hospitals who accept Medicare
• Outstanding Customer Service available 

from courteous representatives ready to 
answer your questions

• Hassle-free claims processing in  
about 7 days

• Excellent service from a company  
with an A+ (Superior, 2nd out of 16 
ratings) A.M. Best rating for  
financial stability as of 10/20/2014

Make sure you can pay for the  
expenses that Medicare doesn’t  
cover and help protect your family’s 
retirement savings. Apply today  
for the greater peace of mind you want,  
at competitive Legionnaire Insurance  
Trust member rates.

MSAD15LIT

818530101     1141377

http://www.thelit.com/medicare-supplement
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