
Message from the Commander

Now that Spring is in the air, we focus 
on the events of March and April.  The 
American Legion just celebrated its 
92nd birthday March 15, 2011.  Many 
Posts around the state have celebrated 
this event along with recognizing legion-
naires with continuous years of mem-
bership.  I was able to attend several of 
those around the state this month.  

Leadership training went on the road 
this month holding training classes at 
three sites around the state.  The first 
was held in Ft. Worth with 55 par-
ticipants from the 1st Division in at-
tendance.  Post Commanders, District 
Commanders and other interested legionnaires came to hear topics pre-
sented by the eight training facilitators which included protocol, how to 
run a meeting, parliamentary procedure, membership, programs, public 
relations, veteran’s assistance, and how to access myLegion.org.  Other 
sites for training were held in South Houston and San Antonio.  I want to 
personally thank the facilitators who prepared excellent presentations 
and all those that attended.  Look forward to continued training events 
next year.

Visits to the VAMC’s in Big Spring and Amarillo are scheduled to take 
place the last week in March which will conclude all the visits for the year.  
Each visit included the opportunity to visit with our veterans who receive 
good care around the State.

District Conventions are scheduled for March and April and elections for 
officers will be one of the items to consider.  Delegates to the National 
Convention to be held in Minneapolis will also be elected and turned in to 
Department.  Consolidated Post Reports have been mailed to Posts and 
are to be completed by June 1st.
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Membership still seems to be lagging with over 6,300 members needed to meet the 
95% target goal.  Let’s all work together and try to renew those members who have 
continuously waited until now to renew.  A renewal incentive letter will be mailed out in 
April offering a 2 year renewal for those who have not yet renewed for 2011 and 2012 
for only $50.00.  This was approved by the M&O Committee and Public Relations Com-
mittee in an effort to help with our current standings in membership and hopefully 
keep Texas off the bottom.

Lastly, I want to continue reminding the American Legion Family of the ALR Fisher 
House Challenge.  Currently, $6,250 has been received and deposited into the account 
at Department.  It’s not too late, so if you would like to contribute, contact a Legion 
Rider or send your contribution to Department Headquarters.

For God and Country
Ken Mueller, Commander
“A New Generation Moving Forward”

The American Legion Boys State

It’s here. Once again it is time to be getting ready for 
The American Legion, Texas Boys State. 

Boys State is one of the premier legion programs. 
Boys State offers young men who have completed 
their junior year of High School and have at least one 
semester of high school remaining the opportunity to 
learn just how politics works from a participant point 
of view. The program is open to those in public high 
schools, private schools, charter schools, and those 
who are home schooled.

The young men known as “Staters” arrive at the 
University of Texas Austin the first Sunday in June and 
spend the next 4 _ days nominating, campaigning, 
electing , and celebrating their victories from their two 
political parties, the Federalists, and the Nationalists. 
Staters run for every office from local city  
representative to senator to Governor. They also 
receive extensive training in the US Constitution, and 
Flag etiquette. 

Texas has openings for 1008 young men and regularly 
has spaces available. The course is very involved and 
fast paced. Staters do have time to themselves but 
they have a very regimented routine. Days start early 
and end late with the staters having city meetings, 
team building, county conventions, general assem-
blies and much more. Brochures have been mailed 
out to every legion post and high school in Texas. If 
want more information on this or other legion pro-
grams it can be found at www.txlegion.org/programs           
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Ken Mueller, Department Commander
Harry Hicks, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer 
Daniel Corbin, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Billy Winters, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Donald Daft, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer                             
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Walter Starr, 1st Division Commander
John Davis, 2nd Division Commander
Joe Duarte, 3rd Division Commander
Steve Brooks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker, 1st District Commander
Kenneth Baxter, 2nd District Commander
Linda Reed, 3rd District Commander
Robert Bunch, 4th District Commander
Bernard Aderholt, 5th District Commander
James Osborne, 6th District Commander
Bill Howell, 7th District Commander
Bryan Coleman, 8th District Commander
Tom Harlan, 9th District Commander
Bill Moore, 10th District Commander 
Donald Damron, 11th District Commander 
Alan Robart, 12th District Commander 
Larry Vess, 13th District Commander 
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Harold Lehnick, 18th District Commander 
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander 
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WL Fleming, 21st District Commander 
Jerry Blaylock, 22nd District Commander 
Robert Hester, 23rd District Commander 
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Hello Legionnaires!  I am very excited to share with you a few of the things that I learned while attending the National Awareness Assembly in 
Washington, D.C.

The American Legion Auxiliary Public Spirit Award was presented to Ronald A. Katz, an inventor and a philanthropist.  Mr. Katz’s most prized inven-
tion is “Operation Mend,” a concept that came directly from his heart.  “Operation Mend” is a unique partnership between Ronald Reagan UCLA 
Medical Center, Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, and the V.A.-Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System.  Plastic surgeons provide U.S. 
military personnel wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan with reconstructive surgery for their severe burns, which gives them a chance to appear human 
once again.  The Katz Family Foundation supports all non-covered costs, including travel and housing for soldiers and their families during treat-
ment.  For more information, go to http://operationmend.ucla.edu/. 

I also learned an easier way to advocate for our veterans and their families.  For those who may not know what to do, go to The American Legion 
National website at http://www.legion.org/, and then click on “Legislative Action Center,” which appears under each of the five pillars of The 
American Legion at the bottom of the page.  First, sign up to receive The American Legion Legislative E-Newsletter (button on left-hand side) so that 
you will be notified by email of updated legislative issues that The American Legion wants Congress to consider.  To find the current issues, click on 
“Stay Connected” (also on the left-hand side).  At this time, the only action alert is to “Rally once again around the Flag.”  Click on “Rally once again 
around the Flag,” and then fill in your personal information, including your zip+4.  If you wish, you may modify the sample letter.  Once you click on 
“send message,” your letter will automatically go to your two U.S. Senators and U.S. Representative.

I was surprised to learn that someone from the National organization monitors these messages.  They explained to us that once they see action be-
ing taken by the Legion Family, they make appointments with our legislators to visit them so that they can let them know, for instance, that 2,000 
of their constituents wants them to support and cosponsor a constitutional amendment that will return to the American people the right to protect 
their Flag.

Vice President Mary Lee Waddell and I personally participated in the Hill Walk, delivering letters to our U.S. Senators and U.S. Representatives on 
Capitol Hill in support of a constitutional amendment to protect our Flag.  Congress was in recess, but we visited with their staff.  We handed them 
a list of the current American Legion legislative policy priorities and spoke to them about The Caregiver Act (Public Law 111-163), urging them to 
continue their aggressive oversight in this area, to consider legislation that would expand the provisions of this law to veterans of all wars, and to 
extend the health care benefits to the children of these severely disabled veterans.

On March 7, I was contacted by National President Carlene Ashworth to enlist our help in spreading the word about V-WISE (Veteran Women Ignit-
ing the Spirit of Entrepreneurship), a program designed to assist women veterans (of any age, era, service branch, with or without disabilities, etc.) 
launch and grow a business.  The program is also open to active duty soldiers (women) that may be transitioning within the next year and have a 
desire to leverage business ownership as their transition strategy.  The program is part of the larger White House initiative focused on “Strengthen-
ing Military Families.”

The training takes the form of a 3-day conference, which will be held in seven different cities across the United States.  The first V-WISE conference 
will be held in San Antonio from May 5-7, 2011.  The participants will learn from some of the most accomplished academics and entrepreneurs 
from around the country.  There will also be many opportunities to network with other women veterans, all in an effort to help each participant 
achieve their business ownership goals.  The 200 seat conference will include topics such as operations, finance, marketing, human resources, 
government contracts, and work-life balance.  After the conference, graduates enter into a post-training assistance program to continue to build a 
support network and find resources positioned to help them to continue their quest to start and grow a business. 

V-WISE is funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration and administered by the Whitman School of Management at Syracuse University.  Due 
to the SBA funding, the cost to each woman is minimal.  The participant is only responsible for a $75.00 registration fee and transportation to and 
from the conference.  All other expenses are covered, i.e. hotel, program costs, books, and food.

Many thanks to Bill West, Department Adjutant, and Paula Raney, Department Secretary, for get-
ting this information out to the Posts, Units, VA Medical Centers, and military installations across 
the State of Texas.  We are very happy to announce that country music artist Michael Peterson will 
be performing free of charge prior to the conference in order to get the word out.  Bill and Paula 
played a large role in finding the venues for his performances, one in the Austin area and one in 
San Antonio.  Information about these performances will be sent out as soon as the details have 
been finalized.  For more information about V-WISE, go to http://whitman.syr.edu/vwise. 

The month of March will end in Big Spring, Lubbock, and Amarillo, where we will be visiting our 
hospitalized veterans and celebrating The American Legion’s birthday.  On our way home from 
Amarillo, we will be stopping in Cleburne to welcome our Ride 2 Recovery wounded warriors into 
town.

I look forward to seeing you in April at the spring conventions.

For God and Country,
Diana King 
Department President

Message from the Auxiliary President
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This is the last in a four-part series of articles concerning a presentation given by Past National 
Chaplain Norris A. Keirn on “How to Be an Effective Chaplain” at last year’s National Chaplains 
Conference.

A person, who is not comfortable using generic and inclusive language in referring to deity, 
should sincerely and respectfully decline the role of the Chaplain. Not everyone can or should 
be a Chaplain. Chaplains, while often personal adherents to a particular expression of faith, 
must be able to relate to all members. She or he must show equal respect to all, regardless 
of their personal beliefs. My first fundamental principle is never share faith with someone for 
whom you don’t have respect or care. If you attempt to do so, your witness will always be com-
promised and you will misrepresent your own faith.

While there may be those who disagree (and they may even be leaders of your expression of 
faith) they are not the Chaplain…you are the Chaplain. Hold your office in manner that reflects 
the sacredness of the role. Be a respecter of all persons and hold to generic and inclusive 
expressions of God in all open meetings. If you quote from sacred writings, use quotes that will 
speak to all persons and not just those of your beliefs. The diversity of your audience should 
determine the resources that you use.

Chaplain Keirn stated, “After more than 20 years as a Department Chaplain, it is with great joy 
that I have had numerous people come to me and express their gratitude that they felt includ-
ed instead of excluded in the services I have rendered. Likewise, it has been with great concern 
that I have listened to the stories of pain and rejection where individuals have tried to use their 
chaplaincy as a fulcrum to proselytize, pass judgment, or to exclude others. There is not room 
for this behavior when wearing the beloved cover and uniform of the American Legion.

If we show respect for the sacred office of the Chaplain, then we will hold respect for those we 
are called to serve. The title “Chaplain” has been embroidered on the left side of your cover. 
You are to represent the presence of God to each and every Legionnaire. I know of no higher 
calling or one that will offer greater joy, respect or comradeship. May the God of your under-
standing grace you with the gifts and graces to serve in the respectful tradition of those who 
have worn the cap before you.
And to that I say, “Amen!”

Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2010-2011
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplain’s Corner
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May 15, 2011 at High Noon
 In honor of the memory of Corporal Frank Buckles
Mount Olivet in Fort Worth at the WWI Doughboys  
Memorial Garden.

About 100 people gathered in Mount Olivet Cemetery in 
Fort Worth to salute Frank Buckles and all of the  
Americans who served in World War I as he was  
buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  Patriot Guard 
and American Legion Riders lined the area with  
American flags.  A color guard from NAS Fort Worth 
representing all branches of the military and the Sons of 
The American Revolution color guard bordered the  
cemetery’s Dough Boy statue as wreathes were placed 
at the statues’ base.  David Hall, who organized the  
ceremony, rang a replica of the Liberty Bell and a bugler blew Taps. 

Frank is our Nation’s Last Motorcycle Messenger of WWI. He was an American Legion Post Rider, An Honorary Patriot Guard Rider, 
honorary Belladier of the Liberty Bell, A Son of the American Revolution and the Last Member of General Pershing’s American  
Expeditionary Force’s “Boots on the Ground” Soldiers.

Lt Col R.D. (Bob) Northcraft, Dallas Chapter Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard Commander is officiated and Mount Olivet 
is hosted.  The Honor Guard is provided by Sgt. Christoffer Ellis Commander of the Dallas-Ft. Worth National Cemetery. David Hall, 
Belladier provided the Liberty Bell and Law Memorial and all branches of the Military sent representatives.  Wreathes were laid 
representing Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and The Sons of the American Revolution.  The Sons of the American Revolution 
mustered in uniform, The Liberty Bell and Law Memorial tolled and “Taps” were played.

Representatives of the Patriot Guard, Sons of the American Revolution, Daughters of the American Revolution, American Legion 
Posts and Legion Riders, Marine Corps League, Tarrant County Veterans Council and representatives of all branches of the military 
were in attendance. 

Last World War I Veteran Honored March 15, 2011
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The Legion Riders from Post 575 Lubbock, TX held 
their 2nd annual Biker Party to start raising funds 
for the “Legacy Run” (a national college fund set up 
for the children of Veterans kill since 9/11) on 5 Mar 
2011.  In addition to live music from 3 bands there 
was a 50/50 and several raffles as well as a lighted 
bike contest.  All said and done the group raised 
over $2000.00 and this is just the beginning as the 
Riders had tee shirts printed up to sell at different 
bike rallies and gatherings through out the summer.  
Thought the Legacy Run is the major fundraiser for 
this group, this past Valentines Day they sponsored a 
party for the children’s ward at a local hospital.  The 
Legion Riders are also active at funeral for veterans 
and active duty military, welcome homes and send 
off for our active duty military.  In June of this year 
they have a Poker Run planned to help the American 
Legion Post pay off a substantial loan on the 
Lubbock Area Veteran’s War Memorial.

Joe “Chief” Kelley
Public Relations Officer
Chaplain, ALR 575

Legion Riders, Post 575
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