
Message from the Commander

Greetings  to our American 
Legion Family.  We are approach-
ing the final two months of our 
membership drive.  As of to 
date we are at 81.34 percent, 
about 19 percent below where 
we should be.  I realize that our 
economy is not as good as we 
would like it to be.  However,  
take a look at what it means to 
be a Veteran or a retired veteran.  
We have a voice that travels all 
the way to the White House, for 
instance our Wounded Veterans 
Insurance will not be charged for 
treatment of a veteran wounded 
in Combat, War zones or 
Hostile action.  Our leader, 
National Commander has gone 
to Capital Hill on several occasions to fight and lobby for Veterans Ben-
efits with excellent results.  We are over 2.0 million strong in the Ameri-
can Legion and those numbers count and weigh very heavy on Veteran 
benefits on Capital Hill and The White House.   Membership is the life 
blood of this organization and we need to do our very best to Renew old 
members and recruit new members for this great organization.  Think 
of our World War 1 veterans who started the American Legion 90 years 
ago with focus on Four Pillows:  A strong National Defense, American-
ism, Education Care for All veterans and Mentoring our Youth.  Ninety 
years later we are going strong.  The New Education Assistance take 
effect August 2009, what A great opportunity for Veterans and their 
dependents.  You will get one maybe two more news letters from me 
during my tenure, but I have enjoyed serving you and the State of Texas.  
We are not finished yet because there are members out there ready to 
join let go get them.  Last but not least I am very proud of the progress 
that Female Service Members  have made  in the Armed forces the past 
few years.    

“ RESULTS COUNT”
Department Commander
James McNair
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When Irish Eyes smiled on Post 164
by Paul Dudkowski

Spring time is normally a quite time for the Jonathan D. Rozier Post 164 
of Katy Texas. Boy’s State selections are in full swing and contemplat-
ing the upcoming slate of candidates for our new crop of officers are the 
normal activities we experience this time of year. We wanted something 
more. We wanted a community event that was unique in the area and 
did not interfere with other community events. A chance meeting be-
tween a few of our members and some members of the Irish American 
Heritage Association of Katy, Texas proved to have the “Luck of the Irish” 
written all over it. Our Co-chairs, Wallace Klekar, Post Finance Officer 
and Bill Barry, Past Commander took the lead. After a few gatherings of 
both organizations, the idea for a Saint Patrick’s Day Party and Dance 
was born. The date was decided. It would be Sunday, March 15, 2009

As the plan was being cooked up, a few ingredients would be required. 
Those ingredients, critical to the success of the event had to be de-
cided on. So, we decided to add as the main ingredients, one part Irish 
American Heritage Association and one Part American Legion. The two 
main ingredients would be responsible for advertising, ticket sales, up 
front costs and finding a suitable location. All proceeds would be shared 
equally. Any profits the Post would gain would be designated for Boy’s 
State transportation costs. 

Now that we had the main ingredients, we needed to add the spices, the 
pizzazz that would make this an event unlike any other we attempted in 
the past. First we secured a location. Once again, the generosity of the 
Katy Elks Lodge #2628 came through and gave us the use of their hall 
gratis. Next, we added one part Cass Irish Dance Group, one part Irish 
Folk Singers, one part disc jockey to play the classic Irish melodies and 
one part Caricatures by Jwax. We threw in beverages and snacks and 
appropriate decorations and all the makings for a wonderful afternoon 
were ready to go. 

We opened the doors at 1pm for the scheduled four hour event. The sky 
was giving up some well needed but badly timed rain. It didn’t last for-
ever and the good folks of Katy began arriving. Soon there was the Irish 
Folk Singers entertaining and getting the crowd to sing along. The disc 
jockey kept the toes tapping and the appearance of the Cass Irish Danc-
ers topped off a great day. In between, J. Waxman was putting smiles 
on the attendees’ faces with his caricatures. The event was declared 
a success. We learned some valuable lessons. Both groups did indeed 
make a small profit and we were able to get our Boy’s State transporta-
tion fund in good enough shape to pay for all our boys’ trip to Austin. We 
hope the future will see the event grow into a spring time ritual for us 
and the Katy community. Maybe you’ll be free next spring and keep us 
in mind.

For more information on Post 164 activities, visit 
http://www.legionpost164katytx.org
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file 
as the same name of the article, so we can 
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it 
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Submit photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (not embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 

corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

James McNair, Department Commander 
Bob Roberts, Department Vice Commander
Charles Edwards, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Historian
Austin Berry, Sergeant-at-Arms
Conrad Roberson, NEC
Jim Prendergast, Alt NEC
Paul E Dillard, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer (Houston)                                     
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Seymour Overstreet, Department Service Officer (Waco)
Don Bridschge, Department Service Officer (Waco)

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Jim Fleming, 1st Division Commander
Bill Workman, 2nd Division Commander
Rosa Cavazos, 3rd Division Commander
David Olson, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker , 1st District Commander
Milton Chatham, 2nd District Commander
Wayne Lawhorn, 3rd District Commander
Wayne Thomas, 4th District Commander
Dan Arnold, 5th District Commander
Bobby Ray, 6th District Commander
Larry Eary, 7th District Commander
Jimmie Atchison, 8th District Commander
Robert R Rohan, 9th District Commander
Walter Ivie, 10th District Commander
Kathy Warren-Miller, 11th District Commander
Terrance Bigley, 12th District Commander
Dale Anspach, 13th District Commander
Pablo Garza, Jr, 14th District Commander
Albert Cavazos, 15th District Commander
Ruben Banks, Sr, 16th District Commander
George Simpson, 17th District Commander
Roosevelt Sullivan, 18th District Commander
Daniel Spence, 19th District Commander
Joe Duarte, 20th District Commander
Billy Rollwitz, 21st District Commander
Terry Messinger, 22nd District Commander
Jesus E Cantu, 23rd District Commander
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May is “Poppy Month”…….. Units in your post have purchased “Veteran-made-Poppies” and will hand them out.  
Auxiliary members Do Not ‘sell’ Poppies, but, are happy to accept a donation.  This money goes full-circle to 
aid Veterans.  It helps defray the costs in the American Legion Auxiliary’s VA&R program.  It will go for “bed-
load” items for patients at all VAMC’s,  help make up the shortages in the Christmas Assessments, and just 
plain ‘help’ make life a little easier for our Veterans in our Texas VA hospitals.

For those who don’t know what the Christmas Assessment is……. Each year, every unit in the state, is “as-
sessed” a certain amount for the VA Patients at Christmas time.  This is a mandatory fee…….. and from this we 
are able to give every single Veteran, in every VA in Texas, $5 cash in addition to the gifts that each Auxiliary 
Unit brings to their local VA.

Last month I mentioned the R2R program, Road 2 Recovery (The name is now changed to “Ride” 2 Recovery.) 
These wounded warriors are truly amazing and they have an  amazing web site- there are lots of Texas 
photos and newspaper articles…… from their bicycling from San Antonio to Ft. Worth……. check it out at  
www.Ride2Recovery.com   .

I have attended the Division I convention in Sherman and the Division IV convention in Abilene.  The hospitality 
and courtesies were wonderful.  And it was great to see so many old friends again!  I am looking forward to the 
Division II and III conventions.
 
I have learned that not all Legionnaires are aware of all of the Auxiliary programs.  There are 16 to 17 
programs that Units are actively working……… all of these are also National programs and we report all we do 
to the National Auxiliary office.  

There is ONE program that is a “Texas only” program- that is our Cancer Research Program.  Cancer has 
touched ALL of us in one way or another……. a family member, a friend, neighbor, or even ourselves.
Each year we raise monies and donate to University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Research Center in Hous-
ton. Every penny raised goes directly to research- not one cent goes to administrative fees. Last year we gave 
$5,000 grants to 10 research students at the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences.   These Fellowship re-
cipients are amazing young scientists that are continually working to find a cure for all types of Cancer.  I truly 
believe these cures WILL be discovered in our life time.
The bad economy has even affected this program. The donations are way down.  The American Legion Auxil-
iary Cancer Research program needs your help.  Donations can be sent 
directly to the Auxiliary Department office, ear-marked “Cancer Research” 
THANK YOU to all those who stepped up, with your donations, at the 
Division 1 convention, and again at the Division IV convention.  Your 
donations are so appreciated! 

Don’t forget- you have less than 3 weeks to sign up a new Auxiliary 
member, and become a Charter member of the “I signed mine in 2009” 
club!  This very prestigious club now has 74 members. So…. sign up a new 
member for your Auxiliary before May 23rd - send me the information, 
and I will send your membership card to you!   It doesn’t cost a cent, just 
your time !

“Serving our Veteran Warriors through the USO”
 ALA Department President, Mickie Prendergast

Message from the Auxiliary President
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March 29-April 4, the first of 4 Road 2 Recovery Wounded Warrior Bicycle rides scheduled for 2009 took place, 
and on days 3 and 4, made it’s way through Central Texas.  The 7 day, 360 mile ride began in San Antonio on 
Sunday March 29th and made nightly rest stops in San Marcus, Austin, Killeen, Waco, Cleburne and came to 
conclusion on Saturday April 4th at the New Ranger Stadium, where the group was on hand to throw out the 
first ceremonial pitch in the game vs. the K.C. Royals.

Some of the guest that came out to wish the 
riders well on their journey included Roger 
Staubach, Adam Baldwin (Full Metal Jacket, 
NBC’s “Chuck”) and Past President, George 
W. Bush.  Adam Baldwin actually rode along 
side of the Wounded Warriors for the entire 
tour.  Roger Staubach was the guest speaker 
at the send off event on March 29th where 
R2R participant Chad was presented with 
a special bike that Cowboy legend, Roger 
Staubach autographed for him.  Past Presi-
dent Bush visited with the Wounded Warriors 
on Saturday morning in Cleburne before they 
started out for Ft Worth. Past President Bush 
also signed Chad’s wheel chair.

The American Legion Auxiliary Department 
of Texas took the lead roll to make sure the 

Road 2 Recovery riders were well taken care of at all of the nightly rest stops.  Site coordinators were set up in 
each town.  They were responsible for fundraising, publicity, meals and special events held in their area.  Mary 
Hueske was appointed as site coordinator for Waco and was assisted by her husband Bill Hueske.  Bill was 
also the MC for the Road 2 Recovery dinner at Post 121.

When the R 2 R tour reached Waco, the American Legion Riders from Post 121 and the Waco Police Depart-
ment greeted the riders at Hwy 6 and Bagby.  This was the first time during the tour the American Legion 
Riders and a Local Police Department had provided an escort for the Bicycle Riders since the tour began. The 
riders were very grateful for the escort, because just the day before, when the group reached Killeen, a way-
ward driver had cause serious injury to one of the riders.

As the ride preceded through Waco over 150 employees of the VA Medical Center greeted them as they cycled 
through the “Avenue of Flags” of the Waco Campus.  

Road 2 Recovery Wounded Warrior Tour 
Came Through Central Texas April 2-3, 2009
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They were also greeted by the VA Police Depart-
ment at the Waco VA Medical Center and they too 
joined to escort the group of riders down Franklin 
to their destination of the day, the Hotel Waco.

At 6:00 pm the American Legion Riders once again 
escorted the cyclist to American Legion Post 121 
for a dinner held in their honor. The VA Volunteer 
Services furnished a lift van to transport the 7 
wheelchair riders to Post 121.

Guest speaker for the dinner was American Legion 
National Vice Commander, Dellano “Shorty” Sim-
mons.  City Councilman for District IV, Rick Allen, 
presented a Proclamation from the City of Waco, 
for Mayor DuPuy, proclaiming April 2, 2009 as 
“Road 2 Recovery - Don’t Mess with Texas - Chal-
lenge Day.”  The proclamation praised the R 2 R 
riders for their efforts to raise funds for the pro-
gram and awareness of the challenges the Wound-
ed Warriors face upon their return home from war.  
Jakob Stewart brought greetings for Congressman 
Chet Edwards as Congressman Edwards was in 
Washington and was unable to attend.
  
The final speaker of the night was John Wordin 
who is the founder and director of this program. He 
spoke to over 200 guest and riders in attendance 
about the R 2 R program and how it benefits the 
participants.   The mission of R2R is to help make 
a difference in the lives of Wounded Warriors by as-
sisting with their mental and physical rehabilitation 
programs.   “There have been a lot of studies done 
on physical activity, and there are two things it 
does. “One is it decreases depression. The second 
thing is, by doing a physical activity it helps develop 
your muscles.”

Volunteers on hand to serve the heroes were: The 
Young Marines, under direction on Henry Gonza-
les, the American Legion Posts Commanders and 
Auxiliary Presidents from Waco, Clifton, Killeen, 
Gatesville, Temple, Hamilton and many other post 
and unit members. Also found in the serving line, 
was the American Legion 11th District Vice Com-
mander Don Dameron and American Legion Auxil-
iary 11th District President Marcie Davis.  All said 
they were honored to be able to do such a small 
task for these heroes that had given so much for 
our country.  
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The Mt Calm Elementary School children provided one of the most inspiring events of the evening.  The 
children made Thank You cards for all the wounded warriors, and these cards were presented to the R 2 R 
riders at the dinner. The wounded warriors were so touched by the cards; they each wrote a note back to the 
children on table napkins.  The napkins were returned to the children the following day. 

The meal was made possible by donations received 
from local businesses and from American Legion 
Posts and Units through out the 11th District.  The 
meal was cooked by Commander “Red” Atkinson 
and his crew from Clifton Post 322.  Everyone agreed 
the Bar-B-Q was wonderful and no one went away 
hungry.  The R 2 R participants were given unlimited 
refills of everything and one rider said that had never 
happened before. He went on to explain, they were 
always fed a nice meal but it was always just the one 
serving and people just don’t realize how many 
calories you burn on a ride like this and especially 
when your fighting 40-50 mile an hour winds.

At the conclusion of the meal, Bill Hueske presented 
a check to John Wordin in the amount of $1,194.10.  
Wells Fargo ITS Tx Service Center-Waco, Wal-Mart Super Center- Hewitt, Wal-Mart Super Center-Bellmead, 
Sam’s Club-Bellmead, HEB Store-N. 19th Waco, HEB Store-Woodway, HEB Store-Bellmead, HEB Store-Wooded 
Acres Waco, Brookshire’s Store-Robinson, Dr. Pepper Bottling Co-Waco, AL & ALA 11th District DEC Member-
ship, American Legion Aux Unit 121 Waco, American Legion Post 121 Waco, American Legion Riders Post 
121 Waco, American Legion Post 526 Holland, American Legion Post 223 Killeen, American Legion Post 133 
Temple, American Legion Aux Unit 133 Temple, American Legion Aux Unit 222 Hamilton, American Legion 
Post 42 Gatesville, American Legion Aux Unit 42 Gatesville, American Legion Aux Unit 322 Clifton, American 
Legion Post 322 Clifton, Richard “Red” Atkinson, Commander Post 322 Clifton, Joyce Wright, President Unit 
322 Clifton, Johnny Outlaw Post 322 Member Clifton, Bill Hueske Post 322 Clifton & Mary Hueske Unit 121 
Waco, Sally Englebrecht ITS WF-Waco, Margaret Williams, Member Unit 133 Temple & Jesse & Cecilia Garza 
Members Post/Unit 121 all made donations to help support the Road 2 Recovery efforts.   A special thank you 
needs to go to the Hewitt Wal-Mart Super Center because they were so impressed by the R 2 R program for 
Wounded Warriors, they submitted the program for a Grant from the Wal-Mart Corporation, and the program 
received a grant check in the amount of  $300.00, which was included in the check for $1,194.10.

If you didn’t get a chance to participate with the event this year, don’t miss it next year.  I guarantee you’ll be 
awed by the determination of these heroes to make a full recovery, in every way.
Mary Hueske, American Legion Auxiliary, Site Coordinator - WACO
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To All Texas Members of the American Legion Family:

You can now obtain American Legion License Plates in the state of Texas. These 
plates are available to all Texas members of the American Legion, American Le-
gion Auxiliary, and Sons of the American Legion.

Go to the location where you purchase your license plates, (usually your County 
Seat) and they will copy your membership card as part of the procedure for ob-
taining these plates. At that time your cost for these special plates (in addition to 
whatever your usual amount) will be $30.00, $22.00 of which the Texas American 
Legion Foundation will receive. Your plates will then be ordered and you can pick 
them up in about three weeks.

If you have personalized plates you can keep the same number or letter(s) and it 
will be put on the Legion Plates. Your personalized fees, in such an instance, would 
remain the same plus the $30.00 for the American Legion plates.

The money received by the Texas American Legion Foundation through this pro-
gram will be used for the currently supported scholarship programs. These include 
the Oratorical Contest Scholarship (on the U.S. Constitution), the Junior Shooting 
Scholarship, the Eagle Scout Scholarship, the Cindy Mae Girls State Scholarship, 
the Baseball Scholarship, the Boys State Senior Counselor Scholarship, and several 
other scholarships.

Texas American Legion License Plates are a good promotion of the American 
Legion Family. Thank you for your participation in this program so we (the Texas 
American Legion family) can 
continue our good work through 
so many of our scholarship pro-
grams which help our youth of 
today and leaders of the future.
 
For God and Country,
Ronald Cherry ~ President
Texas American Legion 
Development Foundation

Texas American Legion License Plates
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The Lord is my Shepherd – Safety

I shall not want – Supply

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures – Peace

He leadeth me beside still waters – Harmony

He restoreth my soul – Healing

He leadeth me in the path of righteousness – Guidance

For His name sake – Purpose

Yea tho I walk through the valley of the shadow of death – Death

I will fear no evil – Confidence

For Thou art with me – Protection

Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me – Instruction

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies – Provision

Thou anointest my head with oil – Consolement

My cup runneth over – Abundance

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life – Loving Care

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever –Eternal Home

I extend to all of you God’s blessings on this Memorial Day, May 25, 2009.

Dr. Charles W. Edwards, Jr.
Department Chaplain

The American Legion – Department of Texas

Chaplain’s Corner:
The Meaning of the 23rd Psalms
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