
Message from the Auxiliary President
 

May is poppy month for the American Legion Auxiliary.  The month 
we all stop and remember the men and women that have given 
the ultimate sacrifice, the men and women that sacrificed their 
future for the future of our freedoms.  It is such a simple token – a 
red paper memorial poppy (made by veterans) to wear but it is a 
huge symbol.  There is never a wrong day to distribute a poppy… 
there is never a wrong day to wear a poppy.  Wearing that poppy 
tells the world that you remember – wearing a poppy tells every-
one around you that you appreciate those sacrifices – wearing a 
poppy conveys that The American Legion, The American Legion 
Auxiliary and the Sons of the American Legion stand by and stand 
for the military men and women of both yesterday and today. You 
know that funds collected are designated only for helping veterans 
& their families in need As you make plans to help your city com-
memorate Memorial Day, be sure those plans include the poppy 
as the traditional flower, “Flower Power” if I may, truly a powerful 
image but only if all of us allow the poppy to be all that it can and 
should be this Memorial Day and this month of May.

We all pray and share sorrow with the victims of Boston and of our 
own community of West.  ALA, TAL and SAL are organizing dona-
tions of funds, clothing & household items.  Just call ALA head-
quarters to ask how you can help in this effort for our members, 
veterans and the community.

We also celebrate Armed Forces Day this month.  A great oppor-
tunity to present Blue Star Banners, a great opportunity to allow 
veterans to proclaim the branch of service in which they served – 
and a chance to ask them to join us in our efforts to advocate for 
and protect the rights of veterans.

(continued p.2)
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Mothers Day is our chance to honor our Moms in May.  If your mother is 
still with you, join me in honoring all her sacrifices from our childhood; 
through our youth; into adulthood and still there – in our hearts always!  
Lady Legionnaires, Happy Mothers Day to each of you!  Thank you for all 
you are.

Division Conventions begin in May.  I look forward to seeing all of you as 
I attend them.  El Paso, Fort Worth, Willis and Corpus Christi – I will be 
watching for y’all on the highways… be sure to honk and wave if you love 
veterans – Wow, wouldn’t that make a great bumper sticker!

At the Post, Squadron and Unit level we have elections this month but 
even though we choose our new leaders for the 13-14 year, don’t forget 
there are still 8 months of membership for the 2013 year and we still 
need renewals and new members for the current year – all of us:  TAL, 
ALA and SAL.  Let’s realize it is CRUNCH time and we need MOUNDS of 
members to reach the sweet success of 100% for all of our organiza-
tions – please make an extra effort this month to reach out.  

National ALA is testing in 5 nationwide sites - an advertising campaign 
to tell the public who & what is the American Legion Auxiliary.  San An-
tonio is one of the sites and the commercials will be airing late April and 
early May along with some magazine and radio ads.  Be on the lookout 
– maybe you’ll see some people you recognize.  It will focus on bringing 
in volunteers to work ALA programs.

 My song for May is “TO THE LEGIONNAIRES” written in 1929 as Texas’ 
song.  Written by Dan Laning of Beeville, (published in an old songbook 
called Legion Airs) and some of the lyrics are: “Days gone by you and I 
served in the ranks of our country.  Out of it grew Legionnaires true – 
still serving their country, their own buddies, too.  Legionnaires, We’re 
proud of you - Proud of the things you 
Veterans do. Legionnaires, whate’er 
you do, Live to the standards you’ve set, 
tried and true.  Helping the widow, the 
orphan, the maimed, building in charity, 
not seeking fame...Memories that never 
can die; Sealed with our blood, for the 
country we love.  Legionnaires fight, do 
or die!”

Serving with a Song in my Heart, in the 
Spirit of Service not Self
For God and Country,
Marty Peters        
2012 – 2013 State President  
American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file 
as the same name of the article, so we can 
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it 
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 

corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Dan Corbin, Department Commander
Lynn Sparks, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer 
Bryan Coleman, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Jerry Tatman, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Donald Toohey, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
JG Garza, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer                             
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Alan Robart, 1st Division Commander
John Palasota, 2nd Division Commander
George Solis, 3rd Division Commander
Ruber Banks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Lerory Anderson, 1st District Commander
Leaman Laws, 2nd District Commander
Michael Croson, 3rd District Commander
David Harvey, 4th District Commander
Jeff Perkins, 5th District Commander
John Hince, 6th District Commander
Everett Ison, 7th District Commander
Patrick Yancey, 8th District Commander
Glen Moody, 9th District Commander
Al Banzer, 10th District Commander 
John Rogers, 11th District Commander 
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander 
James Carminati, 13th District Commander 
Reno Reiley, 14th District Commander 
Noe Alvarado, 15th District Commander
Richard Britton, 16th District Commander
James Smith, 17th District Commander 
William Dannheim, 18th District Commander 
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander 
Lloyd Buckmaster, 20th District Commander 
Johnnie Washburn, 21st District Commander 
John Osborne, 22nd District Commander 
Jerome Iltis, 23rd District Commander 
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Each year at the Department’s Annual Convention 
an award is made to the “Chaplain of the Year.” Only 
Post Chaplains are eligible to receive the award and 
their applications need be in to the Department Adju-
tant at least 30 days prior to the Convention. This year 
the Department Annual Convention will be in Irving, 
Texas and will run from Tuesday, July 9, through Sun-
day, July 14 That means Chaplain of the Year Award 
applications need be received by the Department no 
later than June 9, 2013.

The Post Administrative Manual, Department website 
and the Texas Chaplains Association website all con-
tain information as to the form that need be filled out, 
instructions and the general procedure to be followed 
for award consideration.

Since the award is only available to Post Chaplains, 
the Department program precludes District and Divi-
sion Chaplains from consideration – unless of course 
they are also serving as Post Chaplains but then, only 
their Post Chaplain activities will be considered.  

To rectify this, the Texas Chaplains Association has 
adopted an informal recognition awards program 
by way of a Texas Chaplains Association Chaplains 
Award “In Recognition of Outstanding Service as 
Chaplain, District X” or “Division X” as the case may 
be. A Recognition Award plaque will be made up on 
behalf of the recipient and presented to the candidate 
at the Department”s Annual Convention.

Needless to say, but I’ll say it anyway, no officer or 
member of the Board of Directors of the Texas Chap-
lains Association will be eligible to receive this award.

The recipient of this year’s award has already been 
selected but their name will be withheld until the An-
nual Convention when it will be presented to them.

Since this is a new program of the TCA, please it in 
mind for next year’s Award consideration and for the 
following years as well.

The submission procedure is pretty straight forward: 
Have the District or Division Commander or President 
(Legion, Auxiliary and S.A.L. members are all eligible) 
send a letter or e-mail to me at hklee@ctesc.net as 
President of the TCA naming the individual you wish 
considered, together with as complete an explana-
tion as you can as to why that individual should be so 
recognized to receive the award. The information will 
be passed along to the TCA Board of Directors who 
will make the final decision. Candidates need not be 
members of the TCA but we sure wish they would be.

This is a great way to acknowledge those who contrib-
ute so  much to the success of our respective orga-
nizations yet so often go unheralded. I’d appreciate 
your feedback on the new TCA  Award program.

On a sadder note, it seems this term has experienced 
several losses of outstanding Legion past Depart-
ment, Division and District Officers: Patsy Palmquist, 
Steve “Shooter” Brooks, Robert Hester, Clayton 
Hueske, Walter Bull, Martha Folmar, Cal Gruetzm-
acher, C. Jim Ray, and John Brukner as of this writing. 
A special Post-Everlasting Joint Memorial Service is 
planned for the Department Annual Convention in Ir-
ving commemorating them and others who have now 
gone to their rest.

“I expect to pass through this world but once. If, 
therefore, there is any kindness I can do to any fellow-
being, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it, 
for I shall not pass this way again.”

May the Lord bless your day and all the days to follow.

Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain, 2012-2013
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplains Corner



Reverse Side Front Side(s) 

Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us 
The coin that honors all American Veterans 

This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore 
“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all 

enemies, foreign and domestic…………..” 

Who should own the Vetcoin? 
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veter-
ans from all branches of service, both men and women, 
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases 
and abroad ships around the world. 
 

Perfect Memento 
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events, 
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served hon-
orably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to 
be passed down from generation to generation. 

Giving Back 
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin 
will be used for scholarship awards to children and de-
pendents of those veterans killed in action or permanent-
ly disabled.  
 
 

About the coin 
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a 
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and 
joined together with a ribbon representing those who 
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the 
five Armed Services of the United States. 

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense 

Army Navy 

Marine Corps Air Force 
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Pin is: 1.125” X 1”
 
One pin: $2.25
Five pins: $11.00 ($2.20 each)
Ten Pins:  $21.50  ($2.15 each)

Please send orders and check to:
Ron Bell
6428 Indian Path
San Angelo, TX  76901

I do not know what my status will be for the 
Department Convention in Arlington or the 
National Convention in Houston so a mail order 
will be the easiest way to get these Convention 
Trading Pins to you.

Post 572 thanks you for your continued sup-
port.

Ron Bell
Adjutant

To recieve a full-color brochure on these exciting tours, please visit
www.WW2MUSEUMTOURS.org or email travel@nationalww2museum.org.

The National WWII Museum’s hotline is 1.877.813.3329, ext. 257.

SPACE IS LIMITED AND SALES ARE UNDERWAY SO MAKE YOUR PLANS TODAY!

A TRIUMPHANT RETURN TO THE PHILIPPINES APR. 3 - 13, 2013
Visit the tropical island nation of the Philippines and explore the site of our military’s
greatest defeat and later redemption, through MacArthur’s triumphant return.

THE ALLIED INVASION OF NORMANDY MAY 31 - JUNE 8, 2013
Follow the story of the greatest invasion in history from England to France,
visiting important points of interest along the way, including Omaha Beach.

THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE JUNE 8 - 15, 2013
Follow the story of the greatest invasion in history from England to France,
visiting important points of interest along the way, including Omaha Beach.

RUSSIA: THE EASTERN FRONT AUG. 2 - 14, 2013
Delve into the dramatic militar y histor y of the Russian Front during
World War II on this tour, where you will learn of the old and encounter the new.

SICILY: THE RACE TO MESSINA SEPT. 19 - 27, 2013
Follow in the footsteps of Patton and his army while examining the landing
a rea s a nd t r aver si ng t he ter r a i n on you r ow n “ R ace to Messi n a .”

SOUTHERN ITALY: THE BROKEN ROAD TO ROME SEPT. 27 - OCT. 5, 2013
Travel from the Amalfi Coast through Cassino’s mountains and Anzio’s
beaches on to Mussolini’s fascist c a p i t a l on this fantastic journey.

WWII Travel Legion Times 7.5x4.875.indd   1 3/18/13   2:40 PM



LIT FAST FACTS:

� Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

� Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

� Over 675,000 members enrolled.

� As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

� As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

� Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

� Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

FEATURED PLANS:*

� Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

� Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

� Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

� Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

� Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

� Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

� LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

� Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

� Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,
and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST (LIT)
Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America

Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans

Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS

BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269

26464

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid

INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!
� Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and

mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.

� Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.
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Members of the Harold L. Gregory Memorial Post and Unit 626 hosted an excellent event including dinner, an impressive array of 
dignitaries and the presentation of a proclamation declaring March 30, 2013, Welcome Home Vietnam War Veterans Day in the City 
of Fort Worth.

The Lone Star Squadron, U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps from Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base posted the colors followed 
by the National Anthem and program.

Speakers included: Rear Adm. Jim Lair, U.S. Navy 
(Ret), Lt. Cmdr. Arthur McAvoy, U.S. Navy (Ret), 
Capt. Robert A. Bennett, Commanding Officer, 
Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base, 
Fort Worth City Councilman, Col. Dennis Shingle-
ton U. S. Army (ret) and Joe Page, Commander, 
American Legion 12th District of Texas.

The event was open to all veterans and the hall 
was filled to capacity.  American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 626 President (and District Vice President), 
Tina Hill and her team coordinated a most 
impressive event that has bin included in the 
official Vietnam War Commemoration website 
photo gallery http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/
fort_worth_texas_march_30_2013/

More event pictures are also posted in our 
District 12 scrapbook at http://www.kencox.us/
scrapbook/20130330post626/ 

Submitted by Ken Cox, District 12 Historian

Welcome Home  
Vietnam Veterans Day



The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.

The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.

Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.

The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.

Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.

24177 © 2011 AGIA

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST
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AUSTIN: The Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument held its Groundbreaking Ceremonies on 
March 24th and 25th with a special focus on honoring the 3,417 Texans who died while serving in 
the U.S. military during the Vietnam War. Two days of events included a Reading of the Names of the 
Texas war dead, the inaugural display of the Texas Vietnam Heroes Exhibit, and the groundbreaking on 
the monument site at the state Capitol.

In 2005, the Texas legislature approved 
the construction of a monument on the 
grounds of the state Capitol building in 
Austin to honor Texans who served in the 
armed forces of this nation during the Viet-
nam War.  The monument will be dedicat-
ed in the spring of 2014 on the northeast 
side of the Capitol near the Peace Officers 
Memorial.

As part of the groundbreaking ceremonies, 
more than 110 volunteers participated in a 
Reading of the Names of 3,417 Texans who 
died in Vietnam.  The event was held at the 

LBJ Presidential Library and Museum.  Among the volunteer readers were President Johnson’s daugh-
ters Luci Baines Johnson and Lynda Johnson Robb, several Texas lawmakers, and many veterans and 
family members of the war dead.  

(continued, p 11)

Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument Groundbreaking
Honors 3,417 Texas Heroes
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The centerpiece of the groundbreaking 
ceremony was the dedication for  
entombment in the monument of a 
container carrying personalized, hand-
embossed dog tags for each Texan who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam. 
An identical set of the tags is displayed in 
the Texas Vietnam Heroes Exhibit, which 
debuted in the LBJ Library in conjunction 
with the Reading of the Names. The exhibit 
will be on display at the presidential li-
brary through July, when it will begin a tour 
through cities across Texas.

Texas Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson served as 
the Master of Ceremonies for the Texas Capitol  
Vietnam Veterans Monument Groundbreaking  
Ceremony, which included comments by Lieutenant 
Governor David Dewhurst, State Senators Juan  
Hinojosa and Leticia Van de Putte, State Rep. Wayne 
Smith, and monument committee chairman Robert 
Floyd. Texan Joe Galloway delivered the keynote  
address, and Karoni Forester, Texas State Coordi-
nator of the National League of Families, spoke on 
behalf of 3,417 Texas families of the war dead. Ms. 
Forrester’s father is one of 105 Texans who remain 
missing in action in Vietnam.

The Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  
designed by artist Duke Sundt is now in the final 
stages of production at the Deep in the Heart Art 
Foundry in Bastrop, Texas. It will be the first on the 
statehouse grounds to represent the ethnic diversity 
of Texans and to incorporate digital technology to 
allow visitors to access a digital “living monument” 
allowing visitors to hear stories of veterans and learn 
more about the monument’s symbols. 

To learn more about the monument or to donate 
please visit www.buildthemonument.org.

CONTACT:  Cheryl Fries, Media Consultant, 512-657-7880 cfries@arrowheadfilms.com
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GET UPDATED!

More than 165,000 subscribers 
now receive the American Legion’s
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YOU’RE JUST A CLICK AWAY!
Go to www.legion.org and click on “Get Updated!” 
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The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The 

Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits 
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our 

members needs while being the only such program to 
benefit our Department. 

 
For more information on the products and services 

provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, 
 

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218 

 
Or visit us on the web at: 
www.theLIT.com 


