
Message from the Commander

No, the Legion year is not over.

Membership. As of April 17, we have reached 95% of our 
goal for 2018. Continue your efforts. Set aside dates if 
you must and at the very least let us go into our Department 
Convention at 100%. Each Post, each District, and each 
Division just needs to do their part. If you District or  
Division is low in the rankings, you might be the ones 
who make a difference. Do not stop.

Boys State. We are all looking forward to Boys State. As 
department Commander I intend to be there for as much of 
the week as possible. Keep your ears open and periodically 
check the Boys State page on our website and the hub for 
information on Legion date/time for Boys State visit by Legionnaires.

Kudos. Congratulations to 22nd District Commander Jimmy Mitchell on his recognition 
as the National “Strive to the Top” winner for Districts in the 3,000 to 4,999 membership 
category. I’d bet Commander Mitchell is not done working membership.

Texas Emergency Fund. If you, as a Legionnaire or Son, or your Post, suffered damage 
because of Hurricane Harvey, submit the application for funds. It seems there is some 
misinformation is going around that has resulted in Legionnaires, Sons, and Posts not 
submitting applications.

Oratorical. It is never to early to start planting seeds in your community. Remember, if 
you serve/support more than one high school, you can send one person from each high 
school to your District Competition.

Bereavement. The Department lost a dedicated Legionnaire (and Marine) with the passing 
of John Brewer, Past 1st Division Commander and friend to many of us. Please keep John 
and his family in your prayers.

Department Convention. Please try to be in San Antonio for the activities leading up to 
the Centennial celebration of the American Legion. You can find information at  
txlegion.org under Conventions.

God bless each of you. We will continue to serve.

For God and Country,
John Hince
Department Commander 
2017-2018
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Chaplain’s Corner

May is replete with federal, state, public, local and 
special holidays but there is only one that is both 
a national and Texas state holiday: Memorial Day. 
What could possibly be said about Memorial Day 
that hasn’t already been said? But that misses 
the point. It’s not what has been said or will be 
said, rather the importance of remembering and 
saying it: The men and women of our Armed 
Forces who have made the supreme sacrifice to 
assure the liberty that we enjoy today shall never be forgotten.

Here is one such hero who represents the courageous actions of those we honor 
this Memorial Day.

At the time of the 2003 invasion of Iraq, Paul R. Smith served as a Sergeant First 
Class in B Company, 11th Engineer Battalion of the 3rd Infantry Division. On April 
of that year, Smith was part of a force that was ordered to block the highway 
between Baghdad and Saddam International Airport. During the operation, Smith 
took part in a short battle that led to multiple Iraqi combatants being captured.

Smith utilized a nearby walled enclosure with a tower to hold the captured Iraqis, 
but soon discovered that between 50 and 100 combatants were taking position 
to attack the enclosure from a trench line nearby. A Bradley fighting vehicle and 
three M113 APCs were called to assault the trench, but the Bradley left early to 
reload its depleted ammunition and one of the M113s was struck by a mortar, 
leaving its crew injured.

Making the situation even more dire, a U.S. aid station was located near the 
enclosure and housed roughly 100 combat casualties. Smith boarded one of the 
M113s and ordered the driver to position him so that he could fire on the trench 
and at the enclosure’s tower where Iraqis were taking cover. While using up three 
boxes of ammunition on the M113s machine gun, a team of soldiers took the 
enclosure’s tower and ousted the Iraqi’s. Smith had died during the battle,having 
been  shot 13 times.

Smith was posthumously given the Medal of Honor on April 4, 2005.

It was General George C Patton who said, “It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men 
who died. Rather we should thank God that such men lived.” But as Ecclesiastes 
reminds us, there is a time for both. Now is the time to remember and give thanks.

To paraphrase a prayer given by T. Randy Cash, Past National Chaplain of the 
American Legion:

“May we memorialize those who died to preserve liberty and freedom in our nation 
and in the world. And may the Lord our God remember all those whose sacrifice 
gave this nation its greatness, progress and richness.

“May our memory of them be an honorable one, full of thanksgiving to the Lord 
who accepted them into His kingdom. May the Lord be gracious and merciful 
unto them, may His divine  light shine upon them, now and forever “
 
Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2017-2018
www.texaschaplains.org
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Spring is that time of the Legion year when the Districts 
and Division conferences take place and new leaders 
are elected and plans are made for the remainder of 
THIS Legion year and for NEXT Legion Year. 

Congratulations to our new leaders and thank you to 
all those who are ending their Command time. Texas 
is blessed with men and women who step forward and 
lead!

April 21 marked a red letter day at Post 159 as the Legion 
family had an open house welcoming home the 420th 
Engineer Command and enjoying the day with their families. 
Susan Marty and the Legion family delivered everything from 
face-painting to bounce houses to the troops who returned 
from the Middle East to their Reserve Center in Bryan.

HINTS FROM HINCE: If you have a unit in your area 
deployed, contact their Family Support Team and be 
there for them. If you have family members or friends 
who are deployed, send troop boxes. Posts and individ-
uals across the state do this on a routine basis and it 
is an excellent team building effort and the right thing 
to do.

Post 584 in Wichita Falls is a new all-female Post and 
District 13 Commander Chris Holt presented the Post 
with an American Legion flag as a welcome from the 
Legion family.

District Historian Candace Dismukes wrote on behalf 
of her fellow members that it was yet another indication 
that they were truly part of the Legion and all the  
programs that it presents.

HINTS FROM HINCE: Commander Holt selected the 
best gift for any new Post in the mind of this writer 
with the presentation of the flag. Similar actions with 
an American flag allow education of flag decorum and 
conversations on what the flag really means. Flag Day 
will be here before you know it so think ahead!

20-4 is the honor society of female veterans. Our own 
Sheryll Wilson-Jones of Houston heads our state Echelon 
and any female who has been in the Legion more than 
one year is eligible.
 
HINTS FROM HINCE: Consider joining the 20-4. Go to 
their website and see all they have to offer including 
scholarships!

Memorial Day is one of those special days for veterans 
when our Legion families and our communities come 
together. The Officers Guide has appropriate speeches 
as does the manuals for the Chaplains. It is a time for 
all to honor those who have given their all.

HINTS FROM HINCE: Get everyone in your community 
involved from JROTC to vocalists to color guards. Media 
will be there if you ask them as will your Lions, Rotary, 
Toastmaster clubs.

May 5-16 has been set aside for Baby Showers at VA 
Centers in Texas.

HINTS FROM HINCE: Get our VA service officers in-
volved and work with the centers to help our young 
military families.
  
Still serving,
Gerry Hince 
Hince57@msn.com
(979)778-1835

HINTS from HINCE

mailto:Hince57%40msn.com?subject=
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Honor Bound: American Legion Donates New Flags At Life School Cedar Hill
Courtesy of Focus Daily News - April 9, 2018

CEDAR HILL—Life School Cedar Hill held its first flag raising ceremony on March 20 at the school’s newly minted flag pole thanks 
to the help of the American Legion Post 111. American Legion provided all labor and materials for the new flag pole as well as a 
new set of American and Texas flags.

“The American Legion is honored to participate in Life School Cedar Hill’s flag raising ceremony and provide resources to 
better our children’s welfare,” said American Legion 1st Division Vice Commander Gary Smith, who shared information 
about the history of the American Legion, its volunteer work, and opportunities the organization offers to students.

Other American Legion Post 111 members who attended the 
event included Commander Jan Cloud and Sons of American 
Legion Squadron 111 Commander Ramon DeMaria. Cedar 
Hill Mayor Pro Tem Stephen Mason and Cedar Hill City Council 
members Jami McCain and Daniel Haydin, as well as students, 
parents and other community members, were also in atten-
dance.

Life School Cedar Hill aide Linda Reid and third grade teacher 
Cyndy Milam teamed up to secure a flag for the elementary. 
Reid contacted the American Legion Post 111, where her 
husband is a member, to learn how to get a flag and flagpole 
for the school. Instead of simply giving her a flag or telling her 
where to get one, the American Legion board took a vote and 
supplied the labor, a new flagpole and flags for the school.

“The American Legion has a special place in my heart, and I am grateful for how they teach our children how to care for 
and respect our flag and country,” said Reid.

Honor Bound

Students were involved in the ceremony as well. Student 
council officers received and raised the flag with the help 
of military parents at the school, and the Life School 
Cedar Hill choir sang My Country, Tis of Thee and The 
Star-Spangled Banner.

“It was an honor to be a part of the first Life School 
Cedar Hill flag ceremony,” said Ray Battles, Life School 
Cedar Hill student who participated in the ceremony. “I 
was proud to unfold the American flag and represent 
Life School Cedar Hill.”

Michael Mitchell, Life School Cedar Hill assistant 
principal and a Navy veteran, explained the meaning 
of the folds of the American Flag and the meaning of 
colors on the Texas Flag during the ceremony.

Life School opened as an open enrollment, public charter school in 1998 and has campuses in Oak Cliff, West Dallas, Cedar 
Hill, Lancaster, Red Oak and Waxahachie. For nine consecutive years, Life School has received the Texas Education Agency’s 
highest rating in School FIRST (Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas), a financial accountability system for charter schools. 
Life School’s mission is to train leaders with life skills for the 21st century by establishing strong academics, character training 
and a parenting program.

Ramon DeMaria, Post 111 SAL Commander in the foreground and Gary Smith, 
1st Division Vice Commander.

Pictured left to right is Post 111 Commander Jan Cloud, Airman Christopher Milam, Stu-
dent Council President Ray Battles, Petty Officer 2nd Class Leon Davis, and Life School 
Cedar Hill Assistant Principal and a Navy veteran Michael Mitchell.
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History in The Making…
Post 379 Approved for a Texas Historical Marker and Combat Vehicle Static Display

In conjunction with The American Legion’s Centennial and its subsequent 
Congressional Coin release, Post 379 is approved to receive a Subject Marker 
from the Texas Historical Commission and a tracked combat vehicle for use as 
a static display from the U.S. Army’s Combat Material Donation Program. Official 
Texas Historical Markers are those markers and plaques the Texas Historical Commission 
(THC) awards, approves or administers. They include centennial markers the 
State of Texas awarded in the 1930s, Civil War Centennial markers from the 
1960s, and medallions and markers awarded by the THC’s predecessor, the 
Texas State Historical Survey Committee. There are basically three types of 
Historical Markers that range in price from $650 to $1800 which are Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark Markers, Historic Texas Cemetery Markers, and Subject 
Markers. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark Markers are awarded to structures 
deemed worthy of preservation for their historical associations and architectural 
significance. Structures must be 50 years old to be eligible for the Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark designation. Historic Texas Cemetery markers are only for 
burial grounds previously approved for Historic Texas Cemetery designation.
 
Subject Markers are educational in nature and reveal aspects of local history 
that are important to a community or region. These markers honor topics such 
as church congregations, schools, businesses, events and individuals. Subject 
Markers are placed at sites that have a historical association with the topic. 
Although no legal restrictions are placed on the use of the marker, the THC must 
be notified if the marker is ever to be relocated. Most topics marked with Subject 
Markers must date back at least 50 years, historic events may be marked after 
30 years, and individuals may be marked or mentioned in a historical marker’s 
text after they have been deceased for 10 years. A topic is considered to have 
historical significance if it had influence, or an effect or impact on the course 
of history or cultural development. Age alone does not determine significance. 
Although Post 379 has been at its current location for only 36 years, the post 
received its permeant charter in 1967 which meets the THC’s age criteria in order for the post to receive a Subject Marker. Furthermore, 
the post has been a major influence in the Hurst, Euless, Bedford, Grapevine, Colleyville, and Southlake areas since its inception. 
 

Veterans’ Service Organizations are encouraged 
to apply to the U.S. Army’s Combat Material 
Donation Program to see if they qualify to 
receive combat material such as rifles for their 
Honor Guard or static display equipment. Once 
an application is submitted and approved by 
The American Legion National Headquarters in 
Washington D.C., securing a vehicle will take 3 
to 5 years. Additionally, it is the organization’s 
responsibility to transport the vehicle from its 
pickup point to its final destination. Available 
vehicles include tracked, towed artillery, and 
helicopter. 
 
Joseph Campbell
Post 379 Historian
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Royse City Post raises $3,500 for family in need

What are we here to do as an American Legion post? We 
are here to make a difference! Whether you are helping a 
veteran in need or providing a scholarship, The American 
Legion should be making a difference in the communities 
they reside in. This was never more evident than when the 
Royse City post heard about a young couple who had their 
baby prematurely due to complications.

Dustin and Laurie Dillard had been excited when their 
third child was on the way. Laurie was diagnosed with 
anemia during the second trimester and cholestasis of 
pregnancy around the beginning of the third trimester, 
along with signs of pre-term labor. Cholestasis of pregnancy 
is a condition in which the mother’s liver doesn’t filter 
toxins correctly and releases them into her bloodstream, 
which can be fatal to the baby. After the first visit to the 
specialist, things went downhill from there. Her situa-
tion suddenly became very alarming when the amniotic 
fluid levels had increased significantly over a week and 
the baby’s heart rate was fluctuating. With the help of a 
high-resolution sonogram, the specialist was able to see 
the severity of the baby’s situation and Laurie was sent 
immediately to the OR for an emergency C-section, four 
weeks before the baby’s due date.

The baby boy, Jacob, was born severely anemic. The doctors believe he was hemorrhaging back into his mother’s body. He has been 
given several blood transfusions to increase his red blood cell count. Like things weren’t bad enough, an echocardiogram determined 
that his heart was not pumping enough blood to his lungs, so he was put on nitric oxide to dilate the vessels in his lungs. 

The family reached out to The American Legion. unsure where to turn to. When the post heard of the situation they stepped right in 
and created a gofundme page and almost immediately donations came in. Within a week the post raised $3,500 for the family to pay 
for the medical bills. On April 7th the post presented the check to the family.

Baby Jacob is now doing much better and is home with his family. They are still testing his functions to ensure everything is good, but 
his lungs are strong and the family is hopeful.

Audie Murphy Day

GREENVILLE, Texas - To honor and remember our nation’s military heroes, Audie Murphy Day will be Saturday, May 12th.  This annual event, which is 
free and open to the public, is hosted by the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum to celebrate Audie Leon Murphy, the most decorated combat 
soldier of World War II, as well as military veterans and those currently serving our country.

Audie Murphy Day, May 12th, centers on the life of Audie Murphy, a native son of Hunt County, war hero, Hollywood film star and accomplished song-
writer.  One of the highlights this year will be a one man performance of Audie Murphy by actor Duffy Hudson.  In addition to starring in Tattered Angel, 
The Elevator Man, Strange and Mysterious World and Canvas the Night, he has also acted in many plays both on and off Broadway. Duffy has also 
directed over 300 theatrical pieces including The Three Sisters with Jessica Lange, Don Johnson and Tatum O’Neal and Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf 
with Marlo Thomas.  Dr. Arnold Krammer will speak about the WWII POWs in Texas. He is the author of seven books including Nazi Prisoners of War 
in America and War Crimes, Genocide and the Law: Historical Perspective.  In addition to being a Fulbright Scholar he also received two Distinguished 
Achievement Awards.  
  
Saturday morning’s events will be held at the Fletcher Warren Civic Center at 5501 Hwy 69 South in Greenville and the afternoon and evening events 
will move to the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum located at 600 I-30 East in Greenville.  A regular admission charge of $6 adults, $4 seniors 
and $2 students will apply to enter the Museum.  These are just some of the activities taking place.  Contact the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum 
at (903) 450-4502 or visit the website at www.amacmuseum.com for additional information.  Funding for this event is provided in part by the City of 
Greenville Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax. 

Neha Dillard(Unit 100 2nd Vice President), Dustin Dillard, Laurie Dillard, Jason 
Castleberry (Post 100 Commander)
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100th Anniversary Order Form
 

The American Legion is fast approaching our 100th Anniversary and 
the Department of Texas has several commemorative items available 

for purchase to mark this milestone!

Please see our order form on the previous page. 
Just fill out and mail to the Department Headquarters with your 

check or money order and we will send the items to you.

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way 
to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization.

Simply go to smile.amazon.com, sign into 
your normal Amazon account and then type in 
“American Legion Charities Inc” in the search 
box when the prompt comes up. Amazon will 
remember your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will 
result in a donation.

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. 

The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-
wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited time promotions that 
increase the donation amount on one or more products or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable 
organizations.

Please Note: Only purchases at smile.amazon.com – not at www.amazon.com or the mobile app – support any charities.
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American Legion Post 164 Elects Officers
Members of Jonathan D. Rozier American Legion Post 164 in Katy recently elected officers for one-year terms, with installation planned for June 27. 

Harry Woodstrom was re-elected commander.  The post’s leadership team also includes: Jim McGuire vice commander;  Bill Kennison, adjutant; 
Jody Castro, finance officer; Ernie Cormier, judge advocate; Ron DeFoor, chaplain; Greg Clock, historian; Despi Scott, sergeant-at-arms;  Jim Foland, 

service officer; and Phil Malsbary, Henry Thomas, and Forrest Croom, executive committee.

http://www.legion.org/renew
http://www.legion.org/renew


Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services


What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com
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We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com
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