
Message from the Commander

Greetings to the American Legion Family. I would like to thank the delegates to 
the 92nd. American Legion Department Convention for expressing their 
confidence and support by electing me as their Commander for the ensuing 
year 2010-2011. It is a very humbling experience and a great honor to serve as 
Commander of such a great organization. I will do my best to serve all of you 
throughout the ensuing year.

As we embark on yet another year and the tasks are laid upon us, let us always 
be reminded of the strengths that each of us possess. We must as an organiza-
tion educate ourselves about the American Legion, coordinate our efforts, and 
of course cooperate as a team in order to achieve the objectives of the 
American Legion as outlined in the “Four Pillars” upon which this organization 
was founded on. My goals as Commander are simple and can be described with 
three words, achieve, support, and follow-up. As Commander, I want to strive 
toward achieving our membership goal as a Department. For the past few years, 
our membership has been in decline for various reasons along with that of the 
National organization. Less then a decade ago, membership was at 2,700,000 
for the National organization and 86,000 for the Department. Now, the National 
organization is quoting numbers somewhere around 2,350,000 and we as a 
Department have a goal of 78,000. It is not the job of the Commander to make 
goal nor is it that of the Department Vice-Commander as some perceive it to be. 
It is the Post’s job to make goal and virtually every legionnaire’s job to renew 
and recruit members. I would challenge each Division and District Commander 
this next year to help their Post Commanders achieve goal. The membership 
year is not over for 2010, you have another month to make goal. Secondly, I will 
support all the programs of the American Legion and ask likewise for all Posts 
to support and participate in our programs. Lastly, I will follow-up Commander 
Daft’s new initiatives that he instituted this past year especially the 
Hubmaster program in order to get this organization into the realm of the 21st 
century of sharing important information with Divisions, Districts, and Posts. We 
must continue to plan for the future of this Department and this organization 
through the efforts of the Long Range Planning Commission. 

I want to congratulate Commander Daft and the staff on a most successful year 
and look forward to working with them this next year to continue moving this 
Department forward.

“A New Generation Moving Forward”
For God and Country
Ken Mueller 
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The Texas American Legion
2010 Department Convention Sweepstakes Winners

The Department Convention Sweepstakes drawing was held on June 27, 
2010 at the Holiday Inn Hotel in Beaumont.

Congratulations’ to the following winners

Grand Prize - $10,000.00 Harry Ulsrud of Rye - Post 345
Second Prize - $5000.00 Leo Guidry, Jr. of Orange - Post 616
Third Prize - $2500.00 Jim Mills of Memphis - Post 175
Fourth Prize - $1500.00 Billy Davenport of Alpine - Post 79
Fifth Prize - $500.00 Thomas Royal of Caldwell - Post 345
Sixth Prize - $500.00 Lehman Dawson Jr. of Sherman - Post 29

Army Owes 120,000 Veterans Extra Pay

The Army owes about 120,000 Veterans extra pay and VA is reaching 
out to find them. The Army is seeking soldiers, Veterans, and survivors 
of soldiers whose service was involuntarily extended under Stop Loss 
Authority between September 11, 2001 and September 30, 2008. The 
2009 War Supplemental Appropriations Act stipulates they are eligible 
for special pay. Those eligible will receive $500 for each month or par-
tial month served in stop loss status.

To receive this benefit, those who served under Stop Loss must submit a 
claim by October 21, 2010. Stop Loss Veterans can submit their online 
at https://www.stoplosspay.army.mil.

The Army encourages all candidates to visit its Web site to check eli-
gibility and submit claims. The Army’s Web site will also answer fre-
quently asked questions about the claim process and has a link to the 
program’s official Facebook page. Applicants who have questions not 
covered by the Web site can e-mail RetroStopLossPay@conus.army.mil 
or call 877-736-5554.

Veterans can also link to the eligibility and claims information on the VA 
Vet Center home page at http://www.vetcenter.va.gov/index.asp - click 
on RSLP at the bottom of the left side column.
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Ken Mueller, Department Commander
Harry Hicks, Department Vice Commander
Conrad Roberson, National Executive Committeeman
Jim Prendergast, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer 
Daniel Corbin, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Billy Winters, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Donald Daft, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer                             
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Walter Starr, 1st Division Commander
John Davis, 2nd Division Commander
Joe Duarte, 3rd Division Commander
Steve Brooks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker, 1st District Commander
Kenneth Baxter, 2nd District Commander
Linda Reed, 3rd District Commander
Robert Bunch, 4th District Commander
Bernard Aderholt, 5th District Commander
James Osborne, 6th District Commander
Bill Howell, 7th District Commander
Bryan Coleman, 8th District Commander
Tom Harlan, 9th District Commander
Bill Moore, 10th District Commander 
Donald Damron, 11th District Commander 
Alan Robart, 12th District Commander 
Larry Vess, 13th District Commander 
Walt Myers, 14th District Commander 
George E Solis, 15th District Commander
Roger Folmar, 16th District Commander
Dan Dutton, 17th District Commander 
Harold Lehnick, 18th District Commander 
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander 
Karen Paris, 20th District Commander 
WL Fleming, 21st District Commander 
Jerry Blaylock, 22nd District Commander 
Robert Hester, 23rd District Commander 
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Hello Legionnaires!  For those of you who missed the Department Convention last month in Beaumont, you missed a great  
convention.  The members of Post and Unit 817 and the 2nd District did an outstanding job.  Thank you!

What an honor it was to be elected President of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Texas.  The vote of confidence shown 
in me at the convention made my heart burst with pride.

To the members of Pasadena Post, Unit and Squadron 521, thank you so much for your support, hard work, and most of all, your 
friendship.  Many thanks, too, to the members of the 22nd District.

Our mission is just as important today as it was 91 years ago . . . to serve our veterans, their families, and their communities.  My 
grandfather and father were veterans.  My brother and husband are veterans.  Through my membership in the American Legion 
Auxiliary, I honor the sacrifice that they and all those who committed to serve our country made during times of war and conflict.  I 
believe in Service Not Self for Veterans, God and Country, as I am sure that you do.

The Department of Texas has a lot to be proud of this year.  We have two outstanding members running for National office.  Carlene 
Ashworth is the leading candidate for National President of the American Legion Auxiliary, and David Dew is the leading candidate 
for National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion.  We’ll be Texas proud as they take their place in history at the National 
Convention in Milwaukee.  Both, I’m sure, will do an outstanding job.

My personal theme this year is “Be a Star in Someone’s Life.”  We all have numerous opportunities to be a star in the lives of others.  
Each day people cross our path:  strangers, friends and relatives who give us the opportunity to touch them in a positive way.  We 
can offer them a kind word, a simple smile, a listening ear, an open mind, a receptive heart, encouragement, and belief in them and 
their ideas, goals and dreams.  We don’t have to be best-selling authors, powerful leaders, movie stars, or special people of any kind.  
Each of us in our own way has something to give to others.  We can be a star in someone’s life and continue our tradition of service, 
not self, for our veterans and their families.

This year, the American Legion Auxiliary will recognize members or Units in the Department of Texas that went above and beyond the 
call of duty by submitting narratives about what a member or unit did to become a Star in Someone’s Life.  The entries will be judged 
at Department Headquarters and the winners will be posted monthly to the ALA website.

My special project this year is Ride 2 Recovery.  I chose this project because of the impact it has on our wounded warriors.  The pro-
gram plays a vital role in helping to enhance the health and well-being of so many of our nation’s veterans by providing bikes, techni-
cal equipment, clinics, and outings for those who received physical or mental injuries while serving their country.

In 2010, the American Legion Family in Texas donated more than $21,000.00 to Ride 2 Recovery.  In addition, they gave hundreds of 
hours of time and in-kind services to make the ride a success.  It is my hope that we can achieve even more when they ride through 
Texas in 2011.

My membership theme this year is “ALA Goes Hollywood.”  Each District was asked to portray their favorite movie film by setting the 
stage and choosing their cast.  Don’t be surprised to see Hollywood paraphernalia wherever you go.

The responsibility for recruiting new members and retaining current members rests, of 
course, with each and every one of us.  We are the lifeblood of our organization because 
we, the members, make things happen.  Membership in our great organization is more 
than just a card with our name printed on it.  It’s a way of life.  Every day of the week our 
members strive to fulfill our mission of serving veterans, their children, and communi-
ties.

My goal is to have an outstanding year for the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of 
Texas.  With the support of the members, we can reach new heights in membership, vol-
unteer hours, and in our contributions to our many programs.  I will do my best to fulfill 
the duties of my office and to carry on the ideals of our great organization to the best of 
my ability.  I look forward to seeing “stars” over Texas and the many great works of the 
Legion Family.

Diana King
Department President

Message from the Auxiliary President
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Travis Post 76, Austin, TX, held its Third Annual ROTC Appreciation Program on Monday April 19, 2010.  

Four years ago it was brought up by the membership (Legionnaire Steve Dawson) that we should have a program to honor those enrolled 
in the ROTC program at UT and Jr. ROTC programs in the local high schools.  Keeping with the military tradition, we decided to concentrate 
on the Honor Guards of each ROTC program and would have a Pass in Review and Formal Retreat followed by a dinner to honor and give 
recognition to the ROTC Cadets.  ROTC Cadre and cadets in the ROTC programs were also invited.  In April of 2008 we held our first ap-
preciation program and we were all taken by the caliber and politeness of the very fine young men and women in the ROTC and Jr. ROTC 
programs.  One would be hard pressed to find a finer group of young adults!  This was our third year holding this event and this year we had 
Honor Guards from UT ROTC and Bowie, Travis, McNeil and Round Rock High Schools Jr. ROTC’s. They were joined by Travis Post 76 Honor 
Guard, Spirit of 76, in the program.  Based on the very positive feedback we received from the cadets, we plan on continuing this annual 
event.

Travis Post 76 ROTC Appreciation Program, Honor Guards in Attendance. Pat Moore, Post 76 Historian.  
Front Row: Travis Post 76 Honor Guard – Spirit of 76. Back: Round Rock HS, Bowie HS, Travis HS, McNeil HS, Univ. of Texas.

Travis Post 76, Spirit of 76 Honor Guard. Pat Moore, Post 76 Historian.
Front Row: Steve Dawson, Al Banzer, Clay Griffis, Will Ivie, Henry Schoenfelt.

Back Row: Horace Johnson, Sean Bridwell, Post 76 Chaplain.

TRAVIS POST 76 HONORS ROTC & JR. ROTC CADETS
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The 22nd Annual Onion Creek American 
Legion Post 326 Memorial Golf Tournament 
was successfully conducted at the Onion 
Creek Club on May 6, 2010.  This is charity 
event benefiting a variety of community and 
veterans projects.  The highlight of the  
tournament was the hole-in-one made by  
Jason Harrell winning him a 2010 white Ford 
Mustang from Maxwell Ford – the Hole-in-
One Sponsor!

The net profit from this year’s golf  
tournament was $30,321 – an all time high!  
Considering the status of the economy the 
Post is very pleased with the results.  The 
Post Executive Committee will determine 
over the next 12 months how the money 
raised will be used.   $18,000 in  
scholarships has already been awarded to 
local high school seniors.  This included one 
$4,000, two $2,000 and ten $1,000  
scholarships to students from Akins, Bowie, 
Hays and Lehman high schools.

There were a total of 260 individuals,  
businesses and organizations who donated 
cash and/or goods and services to this 
year’s charity event.  Golf Committee  
Chairman Tony Nuccio noted that “in spite of 
a sluggish economy it is reassuring to know 
that people/businesses are still willing to 
sacrifice and contribute to our event and to 
the projects the Post has committed to  
support”.  Please visit the Post web site at 
www.alegiononioncreek.org for a complete 
listing of the 2010 sponsors/contributors.

(continued p.9)

American Legion Memorial Golf Tournament Produces Record Profit

Hole-in-One Winner:  Jason Harrell

2010 Winning Team (L-R):  
Bill Porter, Greg Porter, Connie Porter and Jeff Porter

2010 Post Scholarship Recipients:  Post 326 hosts 2010 Scholarship 
Recipients and their families at the June 2, 2010 General Meeting.
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This includes a total of $23,545 in cash 
donations from 67 sponsors – an all time high!  
The big reason for this was the donation of 
$7,000 from seven greater Austin area Wal-Mart 
Supercenters. 

In addition the Post received a total of $47,966 
–an all time high - in donations from 193 
individuals and businesses who donated various 
goods and services which were used for general 
support, “goodies” bags, prizes and items for 
the Silent Auction.  The Onion Creek Club as the 
Host/Presenting Sponsor was a major 
contributor.  

The Silent Auction which was open to the public 
was also a big success and had a net profit of 
$7,490.   

There was a patriotic and inspirational opening 
ceremony which included the presentation of 
colors by the Hays HS USMC JROTC Color Guard 
and singing of the National Anthem by the Bowie 
HS Show Choir Trio.  The golfers were greeted by 
bagpiper Doug Slauson and were treated to the 
music and vocals of Steve and Marty Beth 
Denton during the social/buffet.

132 golfers participated in the tournament and 
enjoyed a beautiful day of golf followed by a 

buffet lunch and the awarding of individual and team prizes.  The winning 
team was the Porter family.  The Post also continued with the $1M 
Hole-in-One Shot Attempt which provided an exciting start to the tourna-
ment.

Post 326 wishes to thank all the golfers who participated in the 
tournament, the individuals and businesses who contributed cash and/or 
goods and services and the volunteers who gave their time to help make 
the tournament such a success.  

The 23rd Memorial Golf Tournament is scheduled for May 12, 2011.  
Mark your calendars!

American Legion Memorial Golf Tournament Produces Record Profit

Bowie HS Show Choir Trio (L-R):  Alicia Hall, Andrea Flowers, and 
Jackie Jewell

Hays HS USMC JROTC Color Guard (L-R):  C/2ndLt Carl Sheldon, C/LtCol 
Ryan Druell, C/Col Nathaniel Sigman and C/Capt Christian Thompson

Bagpiper:  Doug Slauson
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