Message from the Auxiliary President
As quickly as it began with a rap of the gavel – now the year that stretched before me
is ending as you read this.
I convey my deep gratitude to each of you for electing Dan Corbin to serve this year
as The American Legion Department of Texas Commander. His innovative ideas and
inspiring comments have been great motivators to all of us. As Texas Legion membership is over 100%, it is obvious that with your help the Texas Legion has indeed
“Spread the Word” and brought Legionnaires back to the basics of programs for the
veterans and the Children and Youth of our state. Cmdr. Dan attended every VA Hospital Tour this year. He arrived early to visit with the hospitalized veterans and asked
relevant questions of the Administrators. It has been a Great year for the ALA working
with Commander Dan and visiting the events and posts around Texas with him and his
wife, Linda. Thank you, Commander Corbin, for sharing this year as the ALA Served
with a Song in our Hearts. We continue to strive for the triple digits in membership
and again ask for your help.
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I thank each of you for your support, your assistance, your courtesies and your kindnesses all year. It has filled my heart with memories that will live forever and I am
grateful for having had this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to represent the Department
of Texas American Legion Auxiliary as 12 – 13 President.
July’s farewell song is Andy Williams’ “May Each Day”. The lyrics are: “May each day
in the week be a good day, May the Lord always watch over you. May all of your hopes
turn to wishes and may all of your wishes come true… The weeks turn to months and
the months into years, there’ll be sadness and joy, there’ll be laughter and tears…May
each day of your life be a good day and may all of your days be as lovely as the ones
you shared with me this ‘year’ and good night.”
Serving with a Song in my Heart, in the Spirit of Service not Self
For God and Country,
Marty Peters 						
2012 – 2013 State President American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas
Please allow me to present to all of you the American Legion Auxiliary Department of
Texas State President for 2013 – 2014, Christine Trahan of Beaumont Unit 33:
On July 14, 2013, my year as the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas
President will begin, I look forward to working together with the American Legion, the
Sons of the American Legion and the Legion Riders. As my theme for Department
is “Together We Can Make a Difference” and yes, we can make a difference if we all
work together as one. Isn’t it a wonderful thing that we’re all different? Each of us
has strengths and skills to share. And when we link our individual strengths together,
we’re invincible. The following is what we, the American Legion Auxiliary are about.
(continued p.2)
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The American Legion Auxiliary
Founded in 1919, the American Legion Auxiliary is the world’s largest women’s patriotic service organization. With a membership at nearly 800,000, local American Legion
Auxiliary units have a strong presence in more than 9,000 communities nationwide.
The American Legion Auxiliary’s mission is to support The American Legion and to
honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military,
and their families, both at home and abroad.
For God and country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and
promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security.
Mission Statement
In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to
support The American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at home and abroad. For
God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and
promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security.
Vision Statement
The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion while
becoming the premier service organization and foundation of every community providing support for our veterans, our military, and their families by shaping a positive
future in an atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism, peace and security.
A Legacy of Service Not Self is Born
A group of 20 officers who served in the American Expeditionary Forces in World War
I were asked to suggest ideas on how to improve troop morale. One officer, Lt. Col.
Theodore Roosevelt Jr., proposed an organization of veterans, which we know today as
The American Legion. The original purpose of The Legion was to “preserve the memories and incidence of our association in the great war,” helping those who had served
in foreign wars to reintegrate into their hometowns while still remaining connected to
those with whom they
had served abroad.
The Legion served as a support group, a social club and an extended family for former
servicemen. After two planning caucuses held by a committee of officers who had the
confidence and respect of their military comrades, they designed a constitution to govern the group and set up headquarters in New York City to begin work on its programs
of relief, employment and Americanism.
After the formation of The American Legion, a
number of women’s organizations wanted to
become the official affiliation of The American
Legion. The women who had served so faithfully during the trying days of the war wanted to
continue to serve. After careful consideration,
the committee agreed that a new organization
should be made up of the women most closely
associated with the men of the Legion, and that
these women would serve with the Legion, in
peace as they had in war.
The committee decided to build a new organization from the ground up, so the Auxiliary could
then carry forward the phases of Legion activities
more suitably performed by women.
In less than one year, 1,342 local units of the Women’s Auxiliary to the American
Legion had been organized in more than 45 states.
(continued, p. 3)
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Purposes
In fulfillment of our Mission, the American Legion Auxiliary adheres to the following purposes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To support and advocate for veterans, active military and their families
To support the initiatives and programs of The American Legion
To foster patriotism and responsible citizenship
To award scholarships and promote quality education and literacy
To provide educational and leadership opportunities that uphold the ideals of freedom and democracy and encourage good
citizenship and patriotism in government
To increase our capacity to deliver our Mission by providing meaningful volunteer opportunities within our communities
To empower our membership to achieve personal fulfillment through “service not self”.

Values
Our statement of values is predicated on the founding purposes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Commitment to the four founding principles: Justice, Freedom, Democracy, Loyalty
Service to God, our country, its veterans and their families
Tradition of patriotism and citizenship
Personal integrity and family values
Respect for the uniqueness of individual members
Truthful open communication in dealing with the public and our members
Adherence to the adopted policies and rules

For God and Country,
Christine R. Trahan
Department President 2013 - 2014

A TRIUMPHANT RETURN TO THE PHILIPPINES APR. 3 - 13, 2013

Visit the tropical island nation of the Philippines and explore the site of our military’s
greatest defeat and later redemption, through MacArthur’s triumphant return.

THE ALLIED INVASION OF NORMANDY MAY 31 - JUNE 8, 2013

Follow the story of the greatest invasion in history from England to France,
visiting important points of interest along the way, including Omaha Beach.

THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE JUNE 8 - 15, 2013

Follow the story of the greatest invasion in history from England to France,
visiting important points of interest along the way, including Omaha Beach.

RUSSIA: THE EASTERN FRONT AUG. 2 - 14, 2013

Delve into the dramatic militar y histor y of the Russian Front during
World War II on this tour, where you will learn of the old and encounter the new.

SICILY: THE RACE TO MESSINA SEPT. 19 - 27, 2013

Follow in the footsteps of Patton and his army while examining the landing
a rea s a nd traversing t he ter ra in on you r ow n “ R ace to Messina .”

SOUTHERN ITALY: THE BROKEN ROAD TO ROME SEPT. 27 - OCT. 5, 2013

Travel from the Amalfi Coast through Cassino’s mountains and Anzio’s
beaches on to Mussolini’s fascist c a pit a l on this fantastic journey.
To recieve a full-color brochure on these exciting tours, please visit
www.WW2MUSEUMTOURS.org or email travel@nationalww2museum.org.
The National WWII Museum’s hotline is 1.877.813.3329, ext. 257.

SPACE IS LIMITED AND SALES ARE UNDERWAY SO MAKE YOUR PLANS TODAY!
WWII Travel Legion Times 7.5x4.875.indd 1

3/18/13 2:40 PM
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2 01 2-201 3 DEPARTMENT O FFI CERS
Dan Corbin, Department Commander
Lynn Sparks, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer
Bryan Coleman, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Jerry Tatman, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Donald Toohey, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
JG Garza, Immediate Past Department Commander
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Alan Robart, 1st Division Commander
John Palasota, 2nd Division Commander
George Solis, 3rd Division Commander
Ruber Banks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS
Lerory Anderson, 1st District Commander
Leaman Laws, 2nd District Commander
Michael Croson, 3rd District Commander
David Harvey, 4th District Commander
Jeff Perkins, 5th District Commander
John Hince, 6th District Commander
Everett Ison, 7th District Commander
Patrick Yancey, 8th District Commander
Glen Moody, 9th District Commander
Al Banzer, 10th District Commander
John Rogers, 11th District Commander
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander
James Carminati, 13th District Commander
Reno Reiley, 14th District Commander
Noe Alvarado, 15th District Commander
Richard Britton, 16th District Commander
James Smith, 17th District Commander
William Dannheim, 18th District Commander
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander
Lloyd Buckmaster, 20th District Commander
Johnnie Washburn, 21st District Commander
John Osborne, 22nd District Commander
Jerome Iltis, 23rd District Commander

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement corresponding captions, and/or name of the
to share with the rest of the Department of
photographer if necessary.
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file You can help us greatly here by simply running
as the same name of the article, so we can
your spell check function in your word
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it processing program.
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if
you are just forwarding it to us.
• E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue.

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

4

Chaplains Corner
The idea for this month’s column came from M. B.
Ingersoll, Past Commander, American Legion Riders
Post 135, Greater Fort Worth.
He had been talking to other veterans he knew about
the celebration of National patriotic holidays honoring those serving or have served in the United States
Armed Forces. Aside from the complaint of such holidays becoming as being commercialized as Christmas now is. There seemed to be a general consensus
among his friends that many do not understand the
reason for the holidays. No wonder, with little emphasis being placed on United States history in our public
schools.
He points out that during many church services and
civic events, veterans are asked to stand and be
recognized – which makes sense on Veterans Day, a
day specifically set aside to honor those who served
in the military. It is a federal holiday that is observed
on November 11 and coincides with other holidays
such as Armistice Day and Remembrance Day which
are celebrated in other parts of the world. The significance of November 11 is that major hostilities of
World War I formally ended at the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month of 1918, with Germany
signing the Armistice.
But does it makes sense to have veterans stand and
be recognized on holidays such as Memorial Day and
Armed Forces Day? For many of us who understand
the reason for those holidays, it may be an embarrassing for them when they are asked to stand and be
recognized.
While there is no standardized legal definition of
“military veteran,” most dictionaries define “veteran”
as “ A person who has served in the armed forces, or
an old soldier who has seen long service.” Note the
past tense.

of Defense. The Marine Corps League continues to
support Marine Corps Day but supports Armed Forces
Day as well – like they say, “Once a Marine, always a
Marine.” The intent of the holiday, however, is to pay
tribute to the men and women who are currently on
active duty serving in the Armed Forces of the United
States, not veterans – that’s what Veterans Day is for.
The suggestion was made if there are no active duty
personnel to be recognized at an event, one might
choose to recognize those families who have family
members on active duty. However, the point is: it is a
day commemorating those on active military duty, not
those veterans who have served their country and are
no longer on active duty.
Memorial Day is another misunderstood holiday. It
started as an event to honor Union soldiers who died
during the misnamed “Civil War” and was inspired
by the way people in the Southern states honored
their dead. The holiday has long since been extended
to honor all men and women who died in any war or
military action. Again, the point being: it is a day commemorating those who died while in the service of
our country – not living veterans.
As Chaplains, you might consider reciting prayers that
are reflective of the occasion and the meaning behind
the specific holiday being observed. At the same time,
you are in an ideal position to educate others along
these same lines.
Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2012-2013
www.texaschaplains.org

Armed Forces Day replaced the separate Army, Navy,
Marine Corps and Air Force Days. It stemmed from
the armed forces unification under the Department
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.
The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.
Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.
The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.
Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.

24177
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Fifth Annual Allied Memorial Remembrance Ride
ONE RIDE, THREE NATIONS: UNITED IN REMEMBRANCE OF OUR FALLEN HEROES

The American Legion Riders in
association with The Royal British Legion Riders Branch and The
Canadian Veteran Freedom Riders
held the Fifth Annual Allied Memorial Remembrance Ride on July 6,
2013. With more Department’s
Legion Riders and patriots from
more Nations participating, the
“Allied Ride” is becoming more
popular every year. This year the
South African Legion has taken
on the duties to bring the Allied
Memorial Remembrance Ride to
South Africa.

The 2013 Texas Ride is dedicated to Honor and Remember Flight Lieutenant Leslie Broderick
who passed away April 8 2013 in South Africa. He trained at the #1 British Flying Training
Squadron in Terrell, Texas and was in the 4th class held here. His obituary in The Telegraph
(linked below) includes details of his POW experience in Germanys’ Stalag Luft III. A plaque
designed in his honor was carried
on the ride to Terrell with pictures
taken at the British Museum, the
area of his flight training. The
plaque with pictures of the event,
plus a few items to go with it, will
be sent to Johannesburg, South
Africa, where a group of Riders
will take the plaque and formally
present it to his surviving family
members in a ceremony in Scottburgh, South Africa.

(continued, p. 9)
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Mike Ecklund from Terrell led the procession
across Highway 80 to the British Memorial at
Oakland Cemetery playing the Bagpipe. This
year we had the honor of R.A.F. Squadron Leader
Craig O’Donnel in attendance. At the ceremony
he was invited to speak and gave an excellent
talk expressing how well our nation’s military
interact in service, socializing and to honor our
fallen. Dale Sherman played “Last Post”, the
British version of Taps and British, Canadian and
American representatives place the wreath honoring those buried in Terrell and around the world
for the Allied Forces. The ceremony concluded
with a flyover from Mark Hardin and his son.
Link to the obituary:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/9990823/Flight-Lieutenant-Les-Brodrick.html
Link to contacts, pictures and more details:
www.12dis.org/scrapbook/20130706amrr
Submitted by Ken Cox, District 12 Historian:
hub@txlegiondist12.org
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Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us
The coin that honors all American Veterans
This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore

“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic…………..”

Who should own the Vetcoin?
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veterans from all branches of service, both men and women,
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases
and abroad ships around the world.

Perfect Memento
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events,
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served honorably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to
be passed down from generation to generation.

Giving Back
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin
will be used for scholarship awards to children and dependents of those veterans killed in action or permanently disabled.

About the coin
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and
joined together with a ribbon representing those who
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the
five Armed Services of the United States.

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense

Flag Retirement Ceremony Held with Elks in Katy.
American Legion Posts conducting Flag retirement ceremonies are nothing new. However, Jonathan D. Rozier Post 164 of Katy,
Texas conducted their ceremony in conjunction with the Elks of Katy, Lodge #2628 on June 15. The indoor portion of the combined
event begins with the years old ceremony and traditions established by the Elks. It is a patriotic telling of the history of our nation’s
flag from the “Bunker Hill” and “Don’t Tread On Me” flags up to the current 50 star version of Old Glory. Members of Post 164 along
with local Boy Scouts of Troop 73 acted as flag bearers as the flag’s history was read to those in attendance. Upon completion of the
Elks’ Flag Day ceremony those in attendance mustered outside for the beginning of The American Legion’s Flag Retirement Ceremony. Once assembled and with West I-10 Volunteer Fire Department standing by, the acting Sergeant at Arms began the presentation
of worn and unserviceable U.S. flags. The Legionnaires who participated were Commander Greg Clock, 1st Vice Commander Ron Defoor, 2nd Vice Commander Monte Ikner, Acting Chaplain Ernie Cormier, Honor Guard members Wallace Klekar and Sheryll Jones and
acting Sergeant at Arms Paul Dudkowski. Once the ceremonial flag was placed in the fire and ceremony completed, the public was
invited to assist in placing the flags in the designated fire. When the last flags were being placed in the fires, the Katy Elks brought
out sandwiches and all the fixings and topped it off with a highly decorated cake celebrating Flag Day.
This combined event begins several weeks prior at neighborhood grocers where members of Post 164 collect unserviceable flags
from the public for two consecutive Saturdays. The Post also has a flag drop off location at the local VFW Post. In all, some 300 flags
were deemed unserviceable and condemned to retirement. The real uniqueness of this year’s event was bringing the story of the
American Flag from its humble beginnings to a fitting retirement of our current 50 star version. A true cradle to grave story.

Sgt-at-Arms Paul Dudkowski presents flag for inspection to Commander Greg Clock.
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VETERANS

BENEFIT/OUTREACH
FAIR
SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2013
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM
SPONSORED BY:

AMERICAN LEGION POST 320

LOCATION: GILMER CIVIC CENTER, GILMER, TX
1925 N. WOOD ST. (NEXT TO WAL-MART)

Counselors from the Veterans Administration, Texas Veteran’s Commission, Texas
Veterans Land Board, Texas Workforce Commission, and many more Local and State
Agencies which can and do provide services to Veterans and a Veteran’s Family, will
be on hand to discuss and help with any questions, claims, and basic benefits
available.
Doors open at 9:00 am, and all counseling will be on a “first come – first serve” basis.
However, all wishing counseling will receive help. All Veterans, Spouses of
Veterans, or the family members of a Veteran are encouraged to attend.
ALL SERVICES ARE FREE!!
For more information contact one of the following:
Bobby Baker – 903-720-2316, Jerry Holsworth – 903-399-2818
John Brewer – 903-854-4550, Leroy Anderson – 903-472-2003

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com

GET UPDATED!
More than 165,000 subscribers
now receive the American Legion’s

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER!
News • Features • Interviews • Photo Galleries
Exclusive Videos • Interactive Features • Reunions

YOU’RE JUST A CLICK AWAY!
Go to www.legion.org and click on “Get Updated!”

