
Message from the Commander

Legionnaires of this great State of 
Texas, I hope that you are all  
doing well in both health and 
spirit because as you know it’s 
going to take both to accomplish 
our mission this year. Remember 
our mission is to inform and  
increase, inform our communities 
on what we do and what we have 
to offer and to increase our  
membership in order to  
strengthen our foundation. 

This first month in office has been great and also a learning 
experience. Like I have always said, every level of this great 
organization has its own learning experience.
 
My year started with an invitation from McAllen to speak and 
attend their July 4th parade. It was well attended and very 
patriotic as you saw both adults and children waving their 
American flags. I also had the honor of installing the officers 
of McAllen Post 37 and I want to express my sincere  
appreciation to Commander Paul Geiger, the Auxiliary and 
to the all the legionnaires from the 15th District as well as 
to15th District Commander Noe Alvarado for wonderful  
hospitality shown to Frances and I. I recently had the honor of 
installing the officers of Stephenville Post 240 and I want to 
thank Past Commander Don Douglas, the Post and the  
Auxiliary for their wonderful hospitality. I also want to  
congratulate Michael Pratt the incoming commander. 
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Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month and it 
will appear in the following issue.



I want to congratulate Mary Waddell on her election as  
Department of Texas Auxiliary President and Steve Slaughter 
on his election as S.A.L. Detachment Commander.  Best  
wishes for a wonderful and successful year.  I am looking  
forward to working with both of you.

In closing, let’s continue to work hard to meet our target 
dates so that we can achieve our goals and let’s be proud to 
be legionnaires of this great state of Texas.  Remember hard 
work pays off.  God bless America and the Legion Family.

“We lead to make a difference today for tomorrow.” 
For God and Country
J. G. (Lupe) Garza
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

J. G. Garza, Department Commander
James Fleming, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Charles Edwards, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer 
Daniel Corbin, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Sandy Kousman, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Terry Bigley, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Ken Mueller, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer                             
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Linda Reed, 1st Division Commander
Ashton Thomas, 2nd Division Commander
Connie Jo Popham, 3rd Division Commander
W. L. Fleming, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Jimmy Walker, 1st District Commander
Charles Denson, 2nd District Commander
Michael Croson, 3rd District Commander
Robert Bunch, 4th District Commander
Jeff Perkins, 5th District Commander
James Osborne, 6th District Commander
Everett Ison, 7th District Commander
Bryan Coleman, 8th District Commander
Glen Moody, 9th District Commander
Bill Moore, 10th District Commander 
John Rogers, 11th District Commander 
Alan Robart, 12th District Commander 
James Carminati, 13th District Commander 
Walt Myers, 14th District Commander 
Noe Alvarado, 15th District Commander
Roger Folmar, 16th District Commander
Donald Douglas, 17th District Commander 
Harold Lehnick, 18th District Commander 
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander 
Fred Vasquez, 20th District Commander 
Johnnie Washburn, 21st District Commander 
Jerry Blaylock, 22nd District Commander 
Robert Hester, 23rd District Commander 
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Hello Legionnaires!

As I sit at my dining room table, drinking my morning cup of coffee, I looked out the window 
and realized what a beautiful day it was. It is hot and dry but a gorgeous day. I could not help 
but think of each of you and how happy I am to live in America, the land of the Free. Thank you 
for your service to our Country. 
 
My theme this year is “Celebrating Our Veterans and Freedom”. The American Legion Auxiliary 
needs your help. We want to recognize you and your service to our country. Your Auxiliary  
family member will come to you for an interview about your service time to our country. So 
start thinking about your service time. If you have medals, honors, enlistment papers,  
discharge papers, your uniform, pictures or anything of interest, please share them with your  
family. Some of our younger members may not have had an opportunity to ever see these 
things.

The Auxiliary year is off to a rapid start. Committee chairmen are busy planning our programs 
and will present them at the Fall Department Executive Committee meeting in September. In 
all our programs, we are working for our Veterans and their families. We look forward to  
working as a family alongside of each of you.

My year is off to a busy start with invitations to installations. My first joint venture with The 
American Legion will be with Connie Jo Popham, 3rd Division Commander and Ernest Barnes, 
3rd Division SAL Commander. I will be attending and representing the American Legion  
Auxiliary at the American Legion Baseball Banquet and game. I am honored to throw out the 
first pitch. See you there.

I am excited and look forward to working with you in support and for the welfare of our  
organization, our Veterans and their families. Together we will soar to new heights in our  
service to all Veterans, membership and everything we do.

I look forward to seeing you as I travel in and out of Texas,  
representing the American Legion Auxiliary this year.

For God and Country
Celebrating Our Veterans and Freedom

Mary Waddell
Department President

Message from the Auxiliary President



The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.

The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.

Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.

The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.

Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.

24177 © 2011 AGIA

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST



LIT FAST FACTS:

� Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

� Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

� Over 675,000 members enrolled.

� As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

� As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

� Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

� Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

FEATURED PLANS:*

� Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

� Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

� Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

� Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

� Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

� Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

� LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

� Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

� Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,
and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST (LIT)
Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America

Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans

Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS

BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269

26464

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST

on the back of the brochure!
� Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and

mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.

� Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.
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The State Commander, State Vice Commander and I recently returned from the National  
Membership Workshop in Indianapolis, IN were we learned a few new things and the  
Commander sat down with the Leading Candidate for National Commander Fang Wong to  
negotiate our 2012 Membership Goal.

One of the speakers that addressed the workshop was the National Adjutant Dan Wheeler and 
what he talked about really hit home, so I asked him for a copy of speak so I could share it 
with our Department Members, I have taken excepts of it to share with you.

National Adjutant Wheeler started off by welcoming everyone and talking about member-
ship and were we as an organization were headed, then he read an article from the May, Wall 
Street Journal called “American Legion, Once Civic and Social Power, is Slowly Fading Away”.

“It is dark and quiet in the bar of Teddy’s Rough Riders American Legion Post 516. Three  
aging drinkers murmur reminiscences of wars past, but there is no one in the “peek and  
ponder” card room, the patio, the un-down meeting rooms. As a matter of fact the property is 
for sale.”

“I’ve got my hand on the pulse of things and we’re going down, down, down says Benton  
Adams, 68. The old members are dying off and the young ones aren’t interested. We talk until 
we are blue in the face, but they’re still not interested. Half a dozen guys keep this post going.”

“Across the U.S.A. it is much the same. The American Legion, once a powerful organization 
with clout ranging from Pennsylvania Avenue to Main Street, once a hub around which  
revolved so mush community social and civic life, is slowly ebbing in importance.”

“In post after post, town after town, the Legion is kept barley breathing by handfuls of old men 
meeting in the halls that once held hundreds. They are puzzled and disappointed that they  
cannot interest the young men.”

“The Legion’s waning strength hasn’t escaped notice in Washington, where it once had  
considerable power; the Legion had a great deal to do with drafting, guiding through Congress 
and setting up the administrative machinery for the GI Bill of Rights, for example, and still 
regards this legislative structure as its greatest triumph. Today it carries little weight and walks 
softly in the halls of Congress.”

(continued, p. 8)

Adjutant’s Corner
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“An official of the Veterans Administration believes the ranks of all veterans organizations will 
be thinning before long and what little influence they retain will vanish. As far as I can see, 
they are striking out completely; he says I don’t think most of the young fellows are going for 
the idea at all.”

“In the meantime, men like Steve Boyko of Teddy’s Rough Riders, who hasn’t missed a  
Legion meeting in 25 years, still wait for the young men to come in and take over, still remain 
confident that somewhere down the road there will be a rendezvous between the generations. 
They’ll be coming later on, he says. Later on, as soon as they get their families established, 
we’ll be getting together. Years from now, they’ll be coming in droves.”

This article was written by P.F. Kluge, Staff Report for the Wall Street Journal and appeared in 
the May 19, 1971 issue of the Wall Street Journal.

I can tell you that the National Adjutant had everyone in the room upset and ready to find Mr. 
Kluge and show him how weak we were as an organization until he read the last two  
sentences above. 

Since the publishing of this article and many like it, The American Legion’s membership grew 
and exceeded 3 Million Members at one time, but it was several years later. We see articles 
like this all the time, our (Legion) history books are full of examples of how our members has 
grown and dropped.

As I stated in the beginning of this article, State Commander Lupe Garza and State Vice  
Commander Jim Fleming negotiated our 2012 Membership Goal at 66686. While it has 
dropped, this is a goal we can attain. If we just renew our current members and get a couple 
new members to join we will start to grow again and meet that goal. The last time we achieved 
the National Membership Goal was 10 years ago; 2002 – 2003 when Clayton Hueske was 
State Commander and Shorty Simmons was State Vice Commander. 

As our history has shown us, if we continue to work our programs in our local communities, to 
lobby and be the voice for the 1.7 million Veterans in Texas on Veterans Benefits at the State 
and Federal levels and provide assistance and support for our Active Duty, National Guard and 
Reserve servicemembers and their families, our organization will grow and be around for years 
to come.

Remember “Service First - Membership Second” 
Bill West
State Adjutant



The American Legion, Department of Texas state  
baseball tournament was held in Pharr Texas July  
26 - 30 2011.  

“The tournament was a success.” stated tournament 
director Ed Magers.  

All four divisions were represented well.   
Division 1 Texarkana Tigers
Division 2  Houston Madison
Division 3 League City
Division 4  West Texas Patriots Pecos
Host   PSJA All Stars Pharr

A banquet was held for the players at Vernund G.  
Hanson Post 101.  Division 3 Commander Connie Jo  
Popham, Auxiliary President Mary Waddell, and Division 
3 Commander Ernest Barnes representing their  
departments. All teams had to compete in at least a 
division tournament to advance to the state tournament. 
Tournament play went as follows:

Day One
Madison 4 - Pecos 2

Pharr 14 – Texarkana 4
Day Two

League City 14 – Madison 0
Texarkana 9 – Pecos 5

Day Three
League City 12 – Pharr 1
Madison 9 – Texarkana 8

Day Four
Pharr 12 – Madison 9 

Due to Pharr not having the requisite 12 players required to advance to the regional tournament, they forfeit the last 
games to League City. League City advances to the regional tournament in California.

American Legion Baseball

Dan Cook, State baseball chairman, Mike Navarro, Tony Hernandez 
and Tom Tvrdik State Americanism Chairman At the presentation of 
a Certificate of Appreciation for hosting the tournament. 

League City State Champions Pharr Runner Up
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GET UPDATED!

More than 165,000 subscribers 
now receive the American Legion’s

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER!
 

YOU’RE JUST A CLICK AWAY!

From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our

members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.

For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call:1 855 297 2218

Or visit us on the web at:
www.theLIT.com


