
Message from the Commander

The Baseball Tournament in 
Brenham was a great 
opportunity to see youth at their 
finest compete against each 
other playing the game of 
baseball. League City won the 
tournament an a chance to 
advance to the Regional Tour-
nament held in Grand Prairie. 
Texarkana came in second and 
was the host team at the 
Regional Tournament.  
The team from Oklahoma beat Mississippi to play in the World 
Series in Spokane, Washington. 

The Membership Workshop in Indianapolis was very 
informative and Vice Commander Hicks and I along with 
Adjutant West and leading candidate J.G. Garza came away 
with a renewed  sense of belonging to the largest wartime 
veterans organization in the world. One of the most excit-
ing presentations was on how “myLegion.ORG” can help our 
members and our post officers in many ways. Leading candi-
date Jimmie Foster outlined his views for continued growth in 
membership for 2010-2011 and pointed out that this year was 
a growth year for the National organization. 50,000 plus new 
members over last year and his hopes for another growth year 
was his challenge to us as Department Commanders. 

(continued, p.2)
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This is only the third growth year since 1996. He shared his 
vision for the upcoming year with his motto being “S.A.V.E.D.”, 
Serving American Veterans Every Day. The membership goal 
for 2010-2011 is set at 71,500 traditional which our 
membership team sees as an obtainable one. 

DMS members for Texas reached 14,300 last year and if they 
renew this year those names will be shared with Department 
so that we can begin to use this as a renewal tool in the future. 
Remember, membership is everyone’s job and Post Command-
ers need to make every effort to get renewals as soon as pos-
sible so that they can concentrate on recruiting new members.

National Commander Jimmie Foster and leading candidate 
Fang Wong will be making their official visit to Texas at the 
Fall DEC. 

The 9th District membership tour was a great event. I had the 
opportunity to visit many small town posts in rural areas with 
a great turnout from legionnaires, auxiliary, and sons. I want 
to thank them for their hospitality and above all for the mem-
bership that was turned in on the tour. 

With the National Convention being held in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, this should be an exciting year for Texas. Our leading 
candidates Carlene Ashworth and David Dew will be elected 
and I look forward to serving the American Legion Family 
along with them for the ensuing year. 

For God and Country,
Ken Mueller
Department Commander
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Hello Legionnaires! The month of August began with a trip to Grand Prairie to represent the American Legion 
Auxiliary Department of Texas at the American Legion Baseball Mid-South Regional Tournament, where I was 
asked to throw out the first pitch. Unfortunately, I had never thrown a baseball in my life! My aim was good, but 
the ball came up a little short and rolled over the home plate. Oh well, what can I say? I did my best.

It took a lot of work to host a tournament of this magnitude. Many thanks to Mike Simon and The American 
Legion for their continued support of the program; and also to Bob Elkins, Ed Magers, Larry Black, and the 
Legion Family from Dallas 453 for their dedication to the program and for their first-class hospitality.

The VAMC tour schedule will soon be available. We would love for our Legionnaires and Sons to join us to learn 
how the current status of veteran services is being provided. We are especially interested in finding out what 
changes are being made to care for our women veterans. It has been reported that the number of women 
veterans enrolled in the VA system, almost half of whom are OEF/OIF veterans, is expected to grow by 33% in 
the next three years.

Our main objective this year in membership is to retain current members and attract new members by 
focusing on the Auxiliary’s core mission outreach programs, and engaging members in meaningful 
opportunities to serve our veterans, our active-duty military, and their children. We believe that if we focus on 
our mission, we will not only maintain our membership numbers, but we will increase our numbers. When we 
become mission-driven and engage our members in meaningful volunteering, those who are eligible to join 
will seek out our organization, and those who may not be eligible to join will be proud to volunteer in the name 
of the American Legion Auxiliary.

Members of The American Legion and Sons of The American Legion are eligible to apply for two of our 
National membership awards, Recruit 3 and the Silver Brigade. Entry forms for these two awards may be 
found on the ALA website at alatexas.org. The Recruit 3 award requires the recruitment of three New Junior or 
Senior members, and the Silver Brigade award requires the recruitment of 25 New Senior Members. Complete 
the entry form. Don’t forget to ask for Unit verification. The Unit will send it on to Department. National’s 
deadline for the Recruit 3 entry form is May 1, and the Silver Brigade June 1, 2011.

As we close this month, many of us will be attending the National Convention in Milwaukee. We look forward 
to a great year under the leadership of Jimmie Foster, National 
Commander of The American Legion, Carlene Ashworth, National 
President of the American Legion Auxiliary, and David Dew, National 
Commander of the Sons of The American Legion.

The next two months will be full of activities with the D.E.C. in Austin and 
the District Conventions. I look forward to seeing you soon.

For God and Country,

Diana King
Department President

Message from the Auxiliary President
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What is a Chaplain? The history of the term “chaplain” goes back to France. The French armies 
would carry a banner into battle known as the “cappella”. This military cappella was under the care 
of men who were called Cappelani. These Cappelani were also responsible for the king’s religious 
needs and advised him on spiritual matters much like the army chaplains of today. 

It was not uncommon for a French king to build a small building for his own private worship, which 
became known as the “chapel”, from the same root word. It was in this chapel where the 
cappella was stored. As time went on, those clergymen who kept the chapel and the cappella 
became known by the English term “chaplain”. 

Chaplains in America appeared shortly before the beginning of the Revolutionary War. Pastors 
would leave their churches and go out into battle to fight alongside and care for the members of 
their congregations. It was during this time that a number of pastors approached Thomas Jefferson 
and the Continental Congress seeking official recognition of clergymen in the army. As a result of 
their request, on July 5, 1775, the Continental Congress passed a law officially creating the 
Chaplain Corps in the United States Army. 

The role of the chaplain has spread far beyond the bounds of serving those in the military. 
Chaplains can now be found in fire departments, crisis wards, prisons, jails, hospitals, businesses, 
law enforcement and various other institutions - including The American Legion.

The Legionnaire Chaplain’s role is set forth in the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies of The 
American Legion. Learn more by becoming a member of the Texas Chaplains Association at:
www.texaschaplains.org.

Please let me know the names and Post, Unit or Squadron of any member of the American Legion 
Family in special need of prayer. Include offices held if known. Their names will be posted to the 
Texas Chaplains Association Prayer List at www.texaschaplains.org. 

Harvey H Klee
Department Chaplain 2010-2011

The Chaplain’s Corner 
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MILWAUKEE (Sept. 2, 2010) – A retired U.S. Army and Marine Corps 
veteran has been elected national commander of the nation’s largest 
veterans organization.

Delegates to The American Legion’s 92nd National Convention here 
chose Jimmie L. Foster of Anchorage, Alaska, to lead the 2.5 million 
member organization of wartime veterans for a one-year term.  

A native of Delaware, Okla., Foster is a 1972 graduate of Northeastern 
A&M College in Miami, Okla., with a degree in agriculture education.  
After working in the textiles and grocery business, he joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps where he served at the U.S. Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
in San Diego, Calif. from 1973 to 1976. Following a short break in 
service, he reenlisted in the U.S. Army, ultimately retiring with 20 years 
of military service on Aug. 1, 1994 as the chief legal noncommissioned 
officer at Fort Huachuca, Ariz. 

Foster’s 29 years of American Legion experience include offices and 
appointments at all levels.  He served American Legion Spenard Post 
#28 as adjutant for many years, as well as other offices, ultimately serving a post commander in 1989-1990.  He 
served on many state –level committees including Americanism, the Citizens Flag Alliance, Economics, Veterans 
Employment, Internal Affairs, Legislative, Membership & Post Activities, Military Affairs, National Security and 
Naval Affairs.  During his term as membership chairman, the Dept. of Alaska finished number one in the nation 
for membership.  He served as state commander in 1999-2000.

Nationally, he served on the organization’s board of directors as National Executive Committeeman from 2002 
to 2006 for the Dept. of Alaska as well as the National & Homeland Security Council, Economics, Internal Affairs 
and Legislative Commissions and, most recently, served as chairman of the National Legislative Commission 
from 2006-2008.

Foster and his wife Rehta have two sons, Christopher and Michael and five grandchildren who have been active 
members of The American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion in 
Anchorage.  Rehta is a past American Legion Auxiliary unit, district and department president in Alaska.

Cmdr. Foster took the oath of office along with five other national officers.  Serving as national vice commanders 
are  John M. Mella of Gladwin, Mich.; Eugene R. Pytka of Cumberland, R.I.; Russell J. Henry of Sulphur, La.; Carlos 
Orria-Medina of San Juan, Puerto Rico; and William F. Schrier of Sedro-Woolley, Wash.    

National Historian James Fratolillo of Quincy, Mass.; National Sergeant-at-Arms Ernest L. King, Sr., of Anchorage, 
Alaska; and National Chaplain Rev. Daniel J. Seehafer of Beaver Dam, Wis., were appointed to their positions by 
Cmdr. Foster following the close of the national convention.

Alaska Veteran Elected Leader of The American Legion
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A huge crowd was on hand when members of the Gordon Mattison American Legion Post 422 broke ground for a 
veterans’ monument on the courthouse lawn August 12. 

Commander Bruce Carpenter welcomed those attending, and introduced special guests, including District 
Commander Bobby Baker. Speakers included County Judge Thomas Cravey, Mayor Shawn Kennington and State 
Rep. Bryan Hughes (R).“This monument will be a real plus to our town and county,” Judge Cravey said. “Why did 
the American Legion want to build this wall? They have put in a lot of time and work on this. But, why did they do 
that? Did they do it for the self-satisfaction or the recognition? I don’t believe they did it for those reasons. Now let 
me ask you a personal question. Why are you here today? You’re here for the same reason the American Legion 
wanted to build this wall. You want to see the wall in remembrance of whose names will appear on it, to honor 
them and to thank them. I commend the American Legion for their hard work.”

Mayor Kennington said the American Legion is a veterans’ service organization committed to mentoring and 
sponsorship of youth programs, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong national security and 
continued devotion to fellow service members and veterans. “The local Gordon Mattison American Legion Post 
422 is not an exception, but rather an example of what the organization is all about,” Mayor Kennington said. “On 
behalf of the city, I would like to thank the local post for all of their hard work and dedication in seeing this great 
project through and their presence in Pittsburg.”

Rep. Hughes said it was a big day, and he was honored to be part of it. “When I think of our veterans, I can’t help 
but think of the words of our Lord: ‘Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’,” 
Rep. Hughes said.

He asked those attending to think back to their history lessons and remember April 19, 1775, the morning after 
Paul Revere’s ride.

“Seventy-seven minutemen assembled on Lexington’s Green and were a small force of men and boys that were 
black and white,” he said. “Six companies of British Infantry came for them. The British commander was Major 
Pitcairn. He shouted, ‘Disperse you Rebels; lay down your arms.’ Of course, we know what happened. Captain 
John Parker looked up and down the line and said do not fire unless fired upon, but if they want war, let it begin 
here. Of course, what happened next was the shot heard round the world, culminating in all we enjoy today.

“From that time forward, the American military has been unique. The American military has been used not for 
conquest, not to take land, not to dominate other countries, but to spread liberty and defend America’s inter-
ests.” Forty-eight million Americans have served since 1776. There are 25 million living veterans, and nearly 1 
million have died in combat or combat-related incidents, Rep. Hughes said. “I have enjoyed the richest bounty 
of the American dream because of the service of so many people here,” Rep. Hughes said. He said America is 
the last places that freedom of speech and freedom of religion can be enjoyed. “And may it ever be so,” he said. 
Also taking part in last Thursday’s ceremony were members of Boy Scout Troop 210; Mary Collins, who sang ‘The 
National Anthem;” the Rev. Walter E. Allen; the Rev. Patrick Lloyd; and James Wallace, who ended the ceremony 
with Taps.

For information on the veterans’ monument or to purchase bricks for a veteran, contact Frank Harrison at 
903-856-6767, or visit the Web site www.ccal442.org.

Post 422 Breaks Ground for Veterans’ Monument
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