
Message from the Auxiliary President
 
t was wonderful to see all of you at the DEC in Austin!  It was a rushed 
weekend full of information, fellowship and fun.  I know you could hear 
both our music and our excitement next door – remember the ALA is 
Serving with a Song in our Hearts and we want y’all to sing along with us 
as we work together for our programs, our veterans and our military as a 
family!

We were honored to have ALA National President Peggy Thomas as our 
guest.  It was her first visit as National President and I thank each of you 
for helping us convey Texas Hospitality to her.  Her theme is Soaring to 
New Heights and her membership theme is Angels in Service – as those 
of you that were there heard, her special project is Homeless Veterans 
and especially Homeless Female Veterans.  I know you join us this year as 
we all put forth our best efforts to help our male and female veterans get 
their lives back on track, in a home and off the streets -  as she said, if we 
don’t “Shame on us”.

I was honored to be invited to the S.A.L.’s Awards Banquet.  Join me in 
congratulating Jan Sonnier 2012 SAL Texas Detachment Mother of the 
Year recipient.  Also, Congratulations to “Henry” Wayne Basden of Ennis 
Post 361, 6th District for being recognized as S.A.L. Advisor of the Year.

National Convention was great and provided us with reminders of all we 
need to do as we prepare to host our National Officers and members 
from all over the nation and the world when they arrive in Houston as 
Texas hosts the 2013 National Convention next August.  It will take all of 
us working together as a family to express the Texas Hospitality we want 
all of our guests to experience.

I very much enjoyed the Texas Baseball Tournament in Brenham and 
thank you for inviting me to be part of the event.  I hadn’t thrown a base-
ball since elementary school and my pitch ‘hit’ home plate. It was very 
exciting to meet these young men that are great sportsmen and will 
become great leaders.  Thank you for having this program in Texas.  My 
song to them was “The Greatest” by Kenny Rogers – great lyrics!
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During my visit to your DEC meeting, I promised to give you reasons to sign up 
your wives, sisters, mothers, daughters, granddaughters and grandmothers 
into the American Legion Auxiliary.  I want to be sure you know about the Auxil-
iary Emergency Fund – if for no other reason, this is a program that is valuable 
to your female family members and to Lady Legionnaires, too.

We never know when disaster will strike in the form of fires, floods, tornados or 
hurricanes; it can be a sudden loss of a husband and the need for your wife to 
go back into the work force; it can be a sudden financial crisis due to a medical 
emergency.  Applications for assistance must begin at the unit; go through ALA 
department and then will be expedited at our National Headquarters.  Funds 
can be direct deposited or may be sent by check. But the key to qualifying for 
help is:  2 YEAR PRIOR ALA MEMBERSHIP ALONG WITH CURRENT YEAR.

Whereas we all realize the mission statement, the programs and the efforts of 
the Auxiliary are reasons to belong; to honor the veterans in our lives are rea-
sons to belong; we now have a very inexpensive annual membership dues to 
be there if your wife, mother, sister, daughter, granddaughter or grandmother 
has an emergency financial crisis – the ALA Auxiliary Emergency Fund can be 
there to give immediate help.  Dual TAL and ALA members (female veterans) 
also qualify for this assistance if y’all have met the membership criteria. So 
sign up or sign them up now and should the need arise – the ALA is ready to 
help. We continue our promise to carry TAL & SAL membership application 
with us and ask that you carry ours, too.

October is ALA’s EDUCATION month so my song for this month is “Be True 
to Your School” by the Beach Boys.  Most of us have fond memories of our 
high school or college and need to help our young people see the importance 
of their education and assist them.  Support the JRROTC programs, provide 
school supplies, conveying the many opportunities for scholarships that they 
can find through our organizations.

Membership/Coffee tours are happening every weekend and District conven-
tions begin shortly along with your Commander’s Homecoming.  I look forward 
to seeing y’all as we criss-cross Texas.  My Homecoming Party is in Cleburne 
at Post 50 November 17 and I hope we can share an evening of laughter and 
relaxation.

We have an opportunity to “double our 
money” for Cancer Research if you recycle 
your aluminum cans and send the receipt 
with your donation to ALA Headquarters by 
November 1.  Join us in this effort, please! 
Matching donation is compliments of Ball 
Containers Corporation.

In the Spirit of Service not Self; Serving with 
a Song in our Hearts,
Marty Peters, 
Texas ALA Department President  
2012 - 2013
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.

The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.

Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.

The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.

Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.

24177 © 2011 AGIA

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST
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Rev. Lin McGee, National Chaplain of the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. had given me  
permission to re-publish this Columbus Day prayer in The Legion Times.

Many across our Nation will be observing ‘Columbus Day’ this year; the day our country sets 
aside as a legal holiday to celebrate the ‘discovery’ of America. 

Some are unsure why we call this celebration ‘Columbus Day’, as we know that Christopher 
Columbus never reached the United States. There are also historians that note other explorers 
and information on the colonization of the Americas prior to Columbus’ landing in 1492. And, 
certainly, it is well known that our ‘Native Americans’ crossed the Bering Strait from Siberia 
to Alaska, traveled throughout the lands now know as the Americas, and established villages 
herein long before Columbus’ ‘discovery’.

Yet, with the understanding that the explorations and findings of Columbus were the first that 
led to continued expeditions to the Americas by European powers to colonize and build trade 
networks in the ‘New World’, we give title to our country’s day of ‘discovery’ as ‘Columbus Day.’

Whatever understanding we hold of our country’s beginnings, whatever we choose to call this 
day in our hearts, and however we choose to celebrate the day in which we as a nation recog-
nize the discovery of our country, this is an excellent day to step back and give thanks to the 
Almighty for all the blessings and freedoms we have in this land!

May we pray together today, in great thanksgiving, speaking aloud of our
gratefulness for our liberties and our appreciation for those willing to serve that we may  
remain free! A land of opportunity, a land of prosperity, a land of hope where the accomplish-
ment of dreams is a reality given to us! 

Today, as we remember how very blessed we are, may we also hold in special prayer each 
member of our Armed Forces, our veterans, their family members, and the families of those 
who have given the ultimate sacrifice that our country may remain strong, united, and with-
out defeat! We have a bounty of blessings each day we live ~ may we thank God and all those 
brave souls instilled with the courage to fight for this land and its people! 

Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2012-2013
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplains Corner



Reverse Side Front Side(s) 

Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us 
The coin that honors all American Veterans 

This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore 
“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all 

enemies, foreign and domestic…………..” 

Who should own the Vetcoin? 
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veter-
ans from all branches of service, both men and women, 
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases 
and abroad ships around the world. 
 

Perfect Memento 
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events, 
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served hon-
orably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to 
be passed down from generation to generation. 

Giving Back 
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin 
will be used for scholarship awards to children and de-
pendents of those veterans killed in action or permanent-
ly disabled.  
 
 

About the coin 
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a 
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and 
joined together with a ribbon representing those who 
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the 
five Armed Services of the United States. 

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense 

Army Navy 

Marine Corps Air Force 
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19th Annual Founders Day BBQ

Each year on the Friday closest to 
September 26th, a Founders Day BBQ 
is held at the BAMC Fisher Houses, Fort 
Sam Houston, TX to honor the birthday 
of Zachary Fisher the founder of the 
Fisher Houses around the country and in 
some overseas locations. 

Members of the 20th District, 
Department of Texas participated in the 
event again this year which took place 
on Friday September 21, 2012 by 
manning 1 of the 5 serving lines that 
served a BBQ plate consisting of brisket, 
sausage, potato salad, beans, rolls, 
pickles, tea, coffee, soda, water, 
birthday cake, and ice cream to approximately 2,000 wounded warriors and their families along 
with staff personnel of the hospital that treat the veterans and the staff of The Intrepid Center where they 
take therapy. 

Live music was also presented by the Beatle Corps. This event is supported by numerous community 
organizations and the meal is free to all who attend. In addition to members of the 20th District, 
approximately 30+ American Legion Riders from all over the State of New Mexico also attended.

Robert L. Masten, Vice Commander
20th District, Department of Texas
The American Legion
bobm-amlgnpost10@att.net



LIT FAST FACTS:

� Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

� Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

� Over 675,000 members enrolled.

� As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

� As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

� Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

� Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

FEATURED PLANS:*

� Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

� Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

� Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

� Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

� Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

� Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

� LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

� Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

� Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,
and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST (LIT)
Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America

Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans

Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS

BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269

26464

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid

INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!
� Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and

mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.

� Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.
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VA and DoD to Fund $100 Million PTSD and TBI Study

WASHINGTON - The Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Defense (DoD) are investing 
more than $100 million in research to improve diagnosis and treatment of mild Traumatic Brain Injury 
(mTBI) and Post-traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

“At VA, ensuring that our Veterans receive quality care is our highest priority,” said Secretary Eric K. Shinse-
ki.  “Investing in innovative research that will lead to treatments for PTSD and TBI is critical to providing the 
care our Veterans have earned and deserve.”

The two groups, The Consortium to Alleviate PTSD (CAP) and the Chronic Effects of Neurotrauma Consor-
tium (CENC) will be jointly managed by VA, and by the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs 
(CDMRP), on behalf of the DoD. 

More than 15 percent of Servicemembers and Veterans suffer impaired functioning as a result of PTSD. CAP 
will study potential indicators of the trauma, as well as prevention strategies, possible interventions, and
improved treatments. Biomarker-based researched will be a key factor for CAP’s studies.

A primary goal of CENC is to establish an understanding of the aftereffects of an mTBI. Potential comorbidi-
ties also will be studied; that is, conditions associated with and worsen because of a neurotrauma.

“PTSD and mTBI are two of the most prevalent injuries suffered by our warfighters in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and identifying better treatments for those impacted is critical,” said Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs, Dr. Jonathan Woodson.   “These consortia will bring together leading scientists and research-
ers devoted to the health and welfare of our Nation’s Servicemembers and Veterans.” 

On Aug. 31, the President signed an executive order to improve access to mental health services for Veter-
ans, Servicemembers and military families. As part of that executive order, the President directed the De-
partment of Defense, the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Department of Health and Human Services 
and the Department of Education to develop a National Research Action Plan that will include strategies to 
improve early diagnosis and treatment effectiveness for TBI and PTSD.  He further directed the Department 
of Defense and Department of Health and Human Services to conduct a comprehensive mental health study 
with an emphasis on PTSD, TBI, and related injuries to develop better prevention, diagnosis, and treatment
options.  

VA, which has the largest integrated health care system in the country, also has one of the largest medical 
research programs. This year, approximately 3,400 researchers will work on more than 2,300 projects with 
nearly $1.9 billion in funding.

Specific information on the consortia, including the full description of each award, eligibility, and submission 
deadlines, and General Application Instructions, are posted on the Grants.gov and CDMRP websites:

http://grants.gov
http://cdmrp.army.mil
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The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The 

Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits 
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our 

members needs while being the only such program to 
benefit our Department. 

 
For more information on the products and services 

provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, 
 

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218 

 
Or visit us on the web at: 
www.theLIT.com 


