
Message from the Commander

Our goals this year must be membership. Texas is currently the largest 
veteran’s organization in Texas. National ranked Texas as 7th in the 
nation based on our combined membership of 76,342. This number 
includes members of the Direct Membership Solicitation (DMS) that are 
held at National for two years in order to recoup the cost of acquiring these 
members. In Texas, Post 345 is our headquarters Post where members 
who are not assigned to a specific Post are counted. The DMS members 
are like any other member in Texas. They reside in Texas, but pay dues 
to national. National Commander Schmidt told me that this year there 
were 1,760 DMS members who have paid their dues for the last two 
years that were transferred to Post 345. These current members can be 
transferred to your Post, where hopefully they will pay their 2017 Dues. 
The revitalization lists of potential members that are provided by National 
include the Post 345 members and the DMS members. I’m told that the 
lists of potential members that your adjutant can print on MyLegion.org 
now include these members.

Our expired members are also a source for new members. Asking them to join in person is the most effective 
way to renew our expired members. The Department of Texas is going to provide door hangers to support this 
effort. If you miss the member, the door hanger will let them know you cared enough to come ask for their 
membership. Leave your name and phone number.

This is a critical year for membership. The benefits that the American Legion secures for veterans both at the 
state and national level are obtained by the exercise of our voting strength. If our membership doesn’t begin 
to increase this year, our influence may diminish. This is especially true if our national membership slips 
below 2,000,000. Let’s knock on some doors and increase our Texas membership.

Our Strategic Plan has many goals. In order to increase our membership, I want to emphasize two of them 
this year. First, I’m asking every District Commander to revitalize at least one Post in his District. Secondly, I’m 
asking the District Commanders to start one new Post in his District. The Posts we started when I was District 
Commander now have over 75 members each. When you identify an area that needs a Post, the Post can 
practically start themselves. However, the local officials are very helpful when you explain the benefits of an 
American Legion Post in their community.

The Posts that were started after World War I and World War II were started where the veterans lived. These 
areas may be too expensive for today’s young veterans. Look in the suburbs around cities where new housing 
developments are expanding and you will likely find the younger veterans. Both National and the Department 
of Texas will support your efforts by helping to contact these members.

Our leading recruiters in Texas solicit members in the parking lots at Walmart, HEB and Home Depot. Asks 
your members to follow their example. This may involve some trial and error, but the payoffs should be worth 
it in the long run. 
Thank you for all you do for the good of the Legion.

Walter Ivie 
Department Commander 
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Message from the Auxiliary

National Convention is always exciting and filled with new ideas. We all come back 
inspired and ready to work our programs with even greater enthusiasm and belief.  It’s 
that enthusiasm and belief that we will take with us to our Fall DEC meeting in Austin.
The year has already started with many new adventures. Thank you, American Legion for 
inviting me to be part of the wonderful Baseball banquet and tournament. I know that I 
met future leaders, not only in baseball but in our future. I was honored to throw out the 
first pitch but let’s not talk about how far the ball traveled.

July also brought us President’s Leadership Training School. What a great success that 
was! From the evaluation sheets turned in everyone learned and enjoyed. So many great 
leaders in our organization.

The ALA begins our year dealing with Program Action Plans – taking the programs from 
theory to action and in most of our local units we do it all as a family. Many of our programs 
go hand in hand with each other and united we are able to accomplish amazing results for 
our veterans, our military, their families, children and communities. Many of us may never 
realize what a difference the American Legion Family makes in their communities. But we 
know it takes hands and feet to go from paper to action. We need our members to work our 
programs. So, as every president before me has done, I ask you, Legionnaires, please sign 
up your wives, daughters, sisters, granddaughters, mothers and grandmothers. Without 
membership we cannot continue the important work we are all charged with. Give them the 
gift of membership, even if they cannot be active-you know that numbers matter and without 
those numbers nothing can be accomplished.

I have chosen “Bee-Lieve in Our Mission” as my theme for the year. Believing in our Mission 
is what it’s all about. For Membership, we will be “Buzzin for Members”.  So I hope that all 
the Legionnaires will be Buzzin to help us. It’s still hard for me to fully understand why we 
have so many more posts then units (more Legionnaires then Auxiliary members). But 
hopefully we will be able to close that gap.

As I travel to District Conventions, I know I will cross paths with Commander Walter and 
Commander Henry and I look forward to seeing many of you at your conventions.

Again, please let us know how we can help advance the causes of The American Legion. 
The Auxiliary is here to aid and support our veterans, their families and our communities.

MaryAnn Paul
State President 2016-2017
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Texas
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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First. congratulations to Holland Post 526, 11th District for being the first post (and the only post) in the Department of Texas to reach 
100%. Great work!!!!!

The next goal of 55% is October 5th. While we have a number of posts that are working hard and doing well,  it appears that there are 
several posts who are either not working on membership or they are not transmitting the renewals. I remind you that membership dues 
received by the post must be transmitted to the department within 30 days of receipt. Several posts have not submitted a transmittal for 
the 2016-2017 year.

As most of you have heard me say I am a firm believer in our programs and that if we do the programs nonmember veterans will want to 
become involved in what we do and will become members.I still believe that. Now is the time to work on the oratorical contest.

I think posts should be reminded that failure to conduct the American Legions programs, failure to have monthly meetings, violation of the 
constitution and by-laws and other infractions could result in the suspension of a post charter. Loss of the post charter will result in a post 
losing its tax free status therefore disqualifying the post from having a TABC license or bingo license. I encourage each post to participate 
in the various programs and to follow the constitution and bylaws. If I can be of help in any way I am only a phone call away.

Lloyd O. Buckmaster

9/11 Memorial Service at Haltom City Texas Fire Department

The American Legion Post 655 is a comfortable fit in Haltom City. They assist with the city’s July Forth event, conduct the city’s Memorial Day Service, 
join the Fire Department Honor Guard on 9/11 and work together in many patriotic events. 

Message from the Vice Commander



5

October is the month of goblins and ghosts (although now it is 
more like Spiderman and Paw Patrol!) It is also a great month for 
programs with many of our Posts. Keep your idea sharing coming 
and we will continue to see the Lone Star state meeting people at 
all different levels. Whether it be tail gate parties for Aggie or Long-
horn games or tables at community celebrations, keep spreading 
the word about the Legion and ALL we do for our veterans, their 
families and the community.

Corsicana Post 22 with Commander Darleen Cook at the helm 
celebrated the success of two of their Boys State members last 
month.

Tahoe Mickle, a BS alumnae of 2015, became yet another Eagle 
Scout from that Legion troop and the community recognized both 
him and his project.

They have established great communication with their local paper 
and both boys were front and center in print. Trent Hayes, a BS 
2016 participant came back from Austin all excited to do the right 
thing and help others and established a program at the local high 
school…My mum is special.

A simple program that allows participants to donate to a fund for 
Special Education rather that spend the money on Homecoming 
goodies like flowers!

Buttons were created and the community took it on. It must be 
noted that not only is Trent a Texas Boys Stater but he is also the 
older bother to a young man with autism. This teen had a vision 
and saw it though…what more can I write. Boys State is a winner 
and we reap the benefits.

HINT: Looks around at other Posts within your District and within 
the State of similar size to you. Share ideas and plans. Imitation is 
the very best form of flattery!

Our Legion lost one of its female veterans who has been active as a 
SGT-at-ARMS not only at her Post, her District and her Division but 
also at State level. Jo Padget passed away on 5 September and will 
be missed by many especially her sisters in the Legion.

Jo was a talented, detailed individual who made any job a joy for 
those who worked with or for her. She would correct you in the 
proper way to do things but with a smile and a kind voice and you 
felt better being corrected…even when you messed up! I know..I 
did!

The South Houston Post 490 Legion Family gave her a beautiful 
send-off complete with a female Master of Ceremonies and female 
flag detail. The number who spoke to her goodness was over-
whelming and you knew Jo was looking down and smiling!

HINT: The percentage of females in the military peaks at 17% on 
most studies so we are not talking big numbers. It is interesting to 
note in Texas, the number of female leaders who are involved. This 
speaks well of both the women who come forward to lead but also 
of the entire Legion family who allow folks to use their time and 
talents.

There are an incredible amount of studies on female veterans and 
those still in the force and I would encourage all to try to keep up 
with the latest endeavors. When you read something, share it and 
take action if needed.

Plan now for Women’s History month!

Ennis is one of those cities you drive through on the interstate from 
Dallas to Houston and if you are lucky, you stop and get to meet 
some great people and eat some super food. This fall, however, this 
small town (I can write that because I am from New York City!) put 
other places to shame by donating more than 15 thousand dollars 
BACK to their community.

American Legion Family of Post 361 is a staple in Ennis. Everyone 
knows where the Legion is and everyone also knows that if you 
need something or someone, all you have to do is contact the 
Legion and they will help. The Post did it first class and had City 
leaders, Church leaders and their
own Legion celebrate in the gift giving.

HINT: Get your Legion family together and plan what you hope to 
raise, how to raise it and for whom. Ennis found by doing that they 
were able to share the wealth in many areas.

Invite the community to collaborate with you and you may be sur-
prised how the project may grow.
Follow the Ennis example and have a joint celebration to share the 
outcome and you know the media will show up!

PS Always write thank you notes!

I am not a Facebook Queen so if you put something on Facebook 
and I do not reply, blame me not your system! HOWEVER...  
Cleburne Post 50 hit Facebook big time in September!

Commander Jeff Hill and his Legion crew shared their poster  
announcing the bar would not show football games where players 
refused to stand for the national anthem. A Legion family member 
shared it and suddenly, Cleburne was all over the system. Amazing 
what one action can do and how it can take off!

HINT: Talk or email that Post and share in the replies they continue 
to get over their use of social media!

I would be remiss if I did not share the loss of District Commander 
Gerry Holsworth. He was with us in El Paso and for most of us that 
was the final time we would hear his words of wisdom and see his 
beautiful twinkling eyes.

Thank you to Andy Gibson and the entire Gilmer Legion family for 
keeping us up to date on our comrade. Thank you to Helen to for 
sharing her beloved husband with us for so many years. Commander 
Holsworth truly lived for God and Country.
 
GOD BLESS,
Gerry Hince

Hints from Hince
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In the finest tradition of the Fourth Pillar of the American Legion, Children and Youth, Riders from Department of Texas, District 
12 engaged with a neighborhood in Ft. Worth on behalf of Hadley Cook, a four-year old terminally ill liver cancer patient.

On August 28, 2016 Sunshine Spaces, a non-profit organization, 
presented Hadley with a complete bedroom makeover in a theme 
of her choosing. Hadley’s dream of a “princess” room was made 
possible by donations from the neighborhood, local stores and 
volunteer labor, all coordinated by Sunshine Spaces. 

Bill “Chief” Deal, District 12 Commander and a Legion Rider related, 
“We know that the kids get a big kick out of the motorcycles and 
meeting the Legion Riders, so that’s why we do this. To put a little 
happiness in a life filled with pain, doctors, test results and fear  
really motivates us.”

Erika Foster Jones, Director of Sunshine Spaces said, “We want 
to provide the recipient a room where they can be a child, not a 
patient. Many times these terminally-ill children spend tremendous 
amounts of time in their room due to their various illnesses and this 
is a way to make those hours more pleasant.”

Mrs. Jones continued, “In order to make it truly special, we have a 
neighborhood parade for the child when we present the makeover. 
The American Legion Riders have come through on providing  
motorcycle escorts for our parades and we are truly grateful for 
their participation in these worthwhile events. As the motorcycles 
line up with motors revving, the child’s eyes become wide and 
happy knowing the Riders are there that day just for them. We 
can’t thank the American Legion Riders enough.”

Over twenty-five District 12 Riders from Posts 
60, 81, 297, 379, 624, and 655 participated 
in the ride and parade. Local television stations 
covered the event with video that showed the 
Riders leading the parade through the neighbor-
hood along with interviews with Hadley and her 
parents.

“But what the kid’s don’t know is how much it 
means to the Riders to play a small part in the 
child’s life, to give back to the community and 
especially our youth.” Commander Deal said 
before he added, “It’s not unusual to see tears 
on the cheeks of our members.”

DISTRICT 12 RIDERS SUPPORT TERMINALLY ILL CHILD

District 12 Legion Riders line up preparing to leave for Hadley's parade. 
Posts 60, 81, 297, 379, 624, and 655 participated in the ride

Hadley Cook eyes express her surprise and joy on being presented with her bedroom makeover.



7

“No one should fear to undertake any task in the name 
of our Savior, if it is just and if the intention is purely for 
His holy service. The working out of all things has been 
assigned to each person by our Lord, but it all happens 
according to His sovereign will, even though He gives 
advice. He lacks nothing that is in the power of men to 
give Him. Oh, what a gracious Lord, who desires that 
people should perform for him those things for which 
He holds Himself responsible! Day and night, moment 
by moment, everyone should express their most  
devoted gratitude to Him.” - Christopher Columbus.

It’s a bit lengthy quotation but it best describes the 
character of the man that we recognize by a National 
holiday, Columbus Day. The discovery of the New World 
and what would later lead to the founding of America 
was made by a deeply religious individual, Christopher 
Columbus. Vilified by many today for unforeseeable 
events over which he had no control. His journey across 
the Atlantic was part of his efforts to bring Christianity to 
all people before the end of the world.

When he finally reached land he knelt on the beach and 
said the following prayer: “O Lord, eternal and omnipotent 
God, Thou hast, by Thy holy word, created the heavens, 
the earth, and the sea; blessed and glorified be Thy 
name; praised be Thy majesty, who hast deigned that, by 
means of Thy unworthy servant, Thy sacred name should 
be acknowledged and made known in this new quarter of 
the world.”

It is especially because of Columbus’ religious motivations 
and convictions that today he has become a villain for 
most modern educators and writers, who regularly attack 
and condemn him. They have adopted the deplorable 
modern educational practice of deconstructionism –  
of attacking traditional Western heroes, values, and  
institutions.

The country owes its existence to his courage. It is time to 
take back Columbus Day, as an occasion to publicly rejoice, 
not in the bloodshed that occurred before Columbus’s 
arrival and after, but in our commitment to the life-serving 
values of Western civilization: reason and individualism. We 
do so by honoring the great explorer who opened the way for 
that civilization to flourish in the New World.

It is in that spirit that I offer the following Columbus Day 
prayer:

O Lord, Ruler of Our Nation and All Nations,

As we gather on this national holiday commemorating 
the discovery of out continent, the indomitable spirit 
of Columbus, remembered this week, should move all 
American citizens.

It reminds us how the quality of exploration has 
crowned our country’s past, and emboldened its future 
with hope.

Enriched by the monumental vision of our Founding 
Fathers, who were inspired by Your Holy Word, may we, 
in this land, continue our exploration. May we continue 
to reach new destinations of justice and peace in our 
nation and in the world.

Heavenly Father, as we strive to new horizons in our 
country’s glory, guide us through the admonition of the 
prophet Micah: ‘’To do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with our God.

Amen.

Harvey H. Klee, 
Department Chaplain 2016-2017
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplain’s Corner

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2016-2017

http://www.texaschaplains.org
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Post 17 Fundraiser nets $600 for Greenville Fire & Rescue
 
To show their support Otho Morgan Post 17 partnered with Mike Castleberry to host a fundraiser for Greenville Fire and Rescue on September 30th. 
The Host band for the event was Bad Moon Rising who rocked the house.

The event began with a “Drunken Chicken” dinner that was prepared by the bartenders. There was a raffle and auction. The proceeds from the event 
went to the Greenville Fire Department. “The men and women of the fire department run toward situations most people run away from. We just 
wanted to show you guys that we have your back,” said Jason Castleberry Post 17 Finance Officer. Jerry Rodgers, Anthony Hilliard and Jeff Jameson 
from the Greenville Fire Department were in attendance and accepted the donation.

The event raised $600 to support the needs of Greenville Fire and Rescue. The post wants to thank everyone who attended the event, the officers 
and volunteer staff who organized the event and the bands who played the event.

The American Legion will be hosting a Helping Hands Jam on October 28th from 8PM to 11PM to support the Salvation Army.

NAS Fort Worth JRB’s Annual Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Observance 

On a beautiful morning in Fort Worth Texas it was an honor to attend the NAS Fort Worth JRB’s Annual Prisoner of War/
Missing in Action Observance.  The event was 
at 8 a.m. on September 13, 2016 (Tuesday) 
in the Courtyard in front of the Headquarters 
Building.  

The featured speaker was Mrs. Shannon 
Spake, a local member of the National League 
of POW/MIA Families and daughter of Lt. 
Cmdr. Dennis S. Pike - Missing in Action over 
Laos since 1973.  The Command Chaplain 
and Navy Chief Selectees provided the cer-
emony.

American Legion Post 626 provided the POW/
MIA table and the DAR was the POC for the 
speaker.  Attendees included members of the 
DAR, SAR, American Legion and other VSO’s.
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American Legion Peppy Blount Post 320 in Gilmer, Texas held a successful voter registration drive on Saturday, October 1, 
2016. The local Walmart is very supportive to local groups to allow use of the side walk by their main entrance. The Post set 
up a canopy with tables and chairs and signage identifying the Post and asking people to get out to vote. A dozen members of 
the Post and local Auxiliary Unit manned the booth and stationed by the doors to check with incoming customers to determine 
whether they were currently registered in Upshur County. Those that weren’t were referred to the table where the registering was 
being conducted.

The registration drive was coordinated with the local county election office. Lory Harle, the Upshur County Elections Administrator 
was on hand to be sure we were operating according to the guidelines set out by her office and the state. Kami Whitworth, an 
Election Clerk and Lory’s assistant was there to assist as well. Post 320 has two members that are Volunteer Deputy Registrars, 
Jimmy Sanders and Dan Miles and they did most of the actual registrations.

Upshur recently changed the operation 
of the elections office. In the past the 
registration and voting was overseen 
out of the tax assessors and collectors 
office. Now the elections are con-
ducted by the Elections Administrator. 
Lory is the first administrator in the 
office. Legionnaire Jimmy Sanders of 
Post 320 contacted Lory, studied and 
passed the exam for Deputy Registrar 
as well as being our get out to vote 
chairman. There was excellent com-
munication with the elections office 
and with Walmart in getting the event 
scheduled and carried out.

The Post was successful in getting 
over 30 new voters for the county. 
Several people had relatives that needed to get registered or had other questions pertaining to the election and were provided 
information on where they could go and the deadlines. Upshur County is mostly rural in nature with a 2010 population of slightly 
less then 40,000. There are three towns with a population of over 1000 and several small communities. The population in 
Gilmer is just over 5000 people. In the last 3 registration drives conducted by the Post over 100 residents have filled out their 
applications.

Many Veterans were identified as they came by the booth. It was an opportunity to let them know that there was a Legion Post in 
the area and pass out applications and ask them to join. There were questions on benefits and they were referred to our Service 
Officer who was present. There are over 3000 Veterans in the county and this was one way to contact them.

Post 320 had a successful day. There were new voters added to the lists in our county and communities. It is important for each 
citizen to take part in the countries election process as it is their privilege, duty and responsibility to vote. Educating the voter and 
encouraging them to participate is one of the goals of the American Legion’s “Get Out to Vote” program and it was rewarding to 
help work toward these goals/ Many Veteran contacts were made and perhaps some new members recruited. The public relations 
benefits to the Legion and Post are incalculable.

Gilmer Post Holds Voter Registration Drive



TEXAS VETERANS FREE VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE PROGRAM EXPANDED
A bill was introduced in the Texas Legislation and passed that expanded the free vehicle license plate program for Veterans last summer.  
The program now includes free plates for more of the military medals that are awarded our servicemen. We encourage you to look into this as 
you may now qualify. It does require you to have your DD214 to send into Texas Department of Motor Vehicles(SPB), 4000 Jackson Ave, Austin, TX 
78731. This takes about 4 weeks to process. For more information call them at 512-374-5010

http://www.legion.org/renew
http://www.legion.org/renew
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services


What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com/medicare-supplement
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