
Message from the Commander

The National Executive Committee meetings were held last week and it was 
a real educational process.  It is obvious that we have a challenging task in 
meeting our membership goals but we are not alone.  Several Departments 
achieved their goals last year and are well on 
the way to meeting this year’s targets. Texas is 
holding on, but we are below where we were 
last year and we need to step up to the plate. 
 
Yesterday, I received notice that the Senate  
Veterans Affairs and Military Installations 
Committee, which is chaired by Senator Donna 
Campbell is holding a hearing November 20th 
the subject of which will be changes to the 
Hazlewood Act.  As you may know, Senator 
Campbell supported Senate Bill 1735 last  
session which would have eliminated or  
reduced a major portion of the Legacy Portion of the act.  So, here we go 
again.  The hearing will be held at 8:45 A.M. in room E.1.012 and the  
Committee will accept “Invited Testimony Only”. 

We know that on November 11, 2015, the politicians will attend veteran 
functions around the state and make speeches of how much they appreciate 
the services of veterans and how indebted they are to those who served and 
are serving.   Yet, when it comes to the final chapter, they will quickly abandon 
the rhetoric and promises made to those who serve.  This is the reason we 
must remain vigilant and must continue to grow as an organization.  

It is my hope and prayers that your veterans day was meaningful and you 
were honored for your service to this nation.  
Thank you for all that you do for the  
American Legion and family.  

Serving those who Served
For God and Country
John McKinny
Department Commander
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HINTS FROM HINCE

What a great month to be an American and to specifically to be an American Veteran!  
I have always loved this month…ice skating used to get into full swing growing up, 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade in New York, turkey day and my birthday but in the past 
few years, November is the month that people actually THINK VET.

Keep your eyes and ears open and you will see football stars, movie stars, politicians 
and every day citizens actually talking about our military. How great is that! I have to 
share the very best yet, though, at least in my book. 

We have 5 grandchildren and our Ethan is in the 4th grade in Southlake’s Carrol  
Elementary School. His teacher Mrs. Haver (I call her St. Haver!) gave them an  
assignment for the school period that ends in November to do tasks like write a thank 
you letter to a vet, mail a package to a troop overseas or go out and greet veterans at 
the airport. On top of that, they also have a special ceremony on 11 November. This is 
the kind of stuff we need to make a big deal of….please share your stories with me and 
pictures if you have them!

HINT: Take full advantage of the positive spin on vets in November. Write thank you 
notes to folks who give discounts, write letters to the editor enmasse to let your  
community know you are proud to have served, attend school programs on  
11 November and share your stories.

The fall is the time for District conventions and thanks to the man I live with, I have  
gotten to attend many. Texas is truly a very beautiful and varied state and each Post and 
District is unique. As I listed to reports given across our state of Post activity, it dawned 
on me that there is a lot going on in the Lone Star State but Posts are not sharing it. 
Benefits for sick members, blood drives, book drives and dinners of every shape and 
fashion form part of our programs. We need to make sure we report these on the  
Consolidated Post Report (CPR) and get some public relations coverage.

HINT: Make sure you are keeping a drop file of all the things you do so when it comes 
time to do the CPR, you know how many people put flags on how many graves and how 
many BBQ dinners were served to veterans or how many fish were caught and fried for 
Temple hospital patients!

Our Texas television stations are wonderful about covering Legion activities BUT you 
have to take the initiative. If we can prove to them that who we are is important, what 
we do is important and how working with them the community will be a better place, we 
are doing our job to take care of our veterans. Texas is a place where veterans are all 
around and we need to ensure that they are being taken care of ….and get media  
coverage.

HINT: Get stats on how many vets in your area, get info on vet programs, set up a time 
with your local folks and brag about YOUR Legion. It works!

It’s great to be a Texan Vet
God bless,
Gerry Hince

2

 
The Legion Times

VoLume 97, issue 4 
noVember 2015

Executive Director
William West

Editor
G. Adams

Send all correspondence 
and submissions to:

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527

Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138 
F: 512.472.0603

www.txlegion.org 
E-mail: times@txlegion.org

The Legion Times assumes no 
responsibility for material 

submitted and reserves the right to 
edit any submissions. 

Editorial deadline is the 20th of every month 
for inclusion in the following 

month’s issue.

Subscription is included in the annual 
American Legion, Department of Texas dues. 
Contact the American Legion, Department of 

Texas  for extra copies, or copies for  
non-legionnaires.

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the 

American Legion  
Department of Texas

Member of:
American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.

Texas Press Association.

The Legion Times is published online 
12 times a year by the  

American Legion, 
Department of Texas

http://www.txlegion.org 
mailto:times%40txlegion.org?subject=


Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

John McKinny, Department Commander
John Hince, Department Vice Commander
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This is being written on October 20, 2015 and I’m looking at Membership standings through 
October 19, 2015. Ricardo Hankerson, Juan Torres, Bob Masten and Phil Westerman continue 
their excellent progress in membership. Steve Cook has bumped up a few places and is doing 
very well.  Don Sherman and BJ Seider have clearly shifted into high gear, jumping to places 4 
and 5 respectively. Ken Simonton is doing very well. Bea Trevino and Joey Garamillo, with a lot 
of hard work, round out the top 10.

At Division level Dan Dutton has moved ahead of Reno Reiley by about a half of one percent. 
Danny King is not far behind and John Brewer has action going on in the 1st Division.

If you are not in that top ten of District Commanders, consider what those Commanders are doing.
 • Do they have a team working together?
 • Do they have a plan?
 • Are they in the car?
 • Are the on the phone?
 • Are they providing training?
 • Are they reaching out for help?
 • AND: Are they any more capable that you?

Lastly: Yes they are facing many of the same problems you are.
 • “That Post only cares about the bar (or Bingo or whatever).”
 • “They’re all getting old and no one wants to do anything.”
 • “The Legion and Auxiliary are bickering.” 
 • ... And the list goes on.

None of us can afford be satisfied as our membership needs a great deal more progress. We 
can do it, we will do it, because we must do it.

For God and Country
John Hince 
Department Vice Commancer

Membership Musings
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Greetings from the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas! 

As I sit at my desk working on the monthly article for the Legion Times, I’m thinking of the Elvis 
song that was on the radio earlier today as I was driving into town for a car wash and gas,  
getting ready to leave tomorrow for my next trip/adventure. It was “What Now, What Next, Where 
To?” from the 1963 movie Girl Happy. And as I was driving I thought this is really about Com-
mander John and SAL Cmdr. Connie and me.

What Now - the fall DEC is behind us, as are some or most of the fall conventions. We’ve trav-
eled meeting members, encouraging them to recruit new ones and work hard to retain the cur-
rent ones. We’re asking them to contact the non-renewing member and see what is needed to 
get them to rejoin. We’re emphasizing our programs and conveying how proud we are of all the 
Posts’, Squadrons’ and Units’ accomplishments as we encourage them to continue with their 
successes and work to achieve even greater heights this year.

What’s Next - the beginning of the official visits to the Hospital VAMCs and clinics across Texas. 
The ALA is also preparing for the Christmas Gift Shops and Christmas Parties in December.  Our 
Hospital Representative and Deputies work so hard to make these annual Gift Shops and Par-
ties welcoming events for our hospitalized veterans every year. I invite you to the party or Gift 
Shop in your local VAMC. We would welcome you and so would the veterans in the hospitals – it 
will warm your heart!

Where To - all across the state as we continue to travel visiting with our members. And it’s also 
telling everyone to “Save the Date” for our joint homecoming.  Commander John, SAL Cmdr. 
Connie and I are so excited to be able to have one homecoming for all of us in one place at the 
same time. So, mark your calendars for Friday evening, January 29th in Austin at Post 76. More 
information will be forthcoming and a flyer is being prepared for distribution via the websites 
and email.

So today, that’s the song in a nutshell. To close, I would like to say, thanks to everyone I’ve met 
along the way as I began and continue on this concert tour this administrative year. To every 
Legionnaire, I thank you for working for our veterans, their families and communities. Thanks to 
every SAL member, for without your dedication and participation, our Posts and Units would not 
be able to work the programs of our organizations.

Until next month, thank you, thank you very much.

Paula
Paula Raney

Message from the Auxiliary
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From Oct. 25-30, 54 Legionnaires from almost all Departments convened at The American Legion National 
Headquarters in Indianapolis for the annual National Legion College. This year’s session of Legion College 
enhanced attendees’ knowledge of the organization and provided best practices on how to become an effective 
leader at all levels of the Legion.

Legion College focused the students’ attention on leadership, training, drafting resolutions, the Legion’s Na-
tional Constitution and Bylaws, and the proper conduct of meetings. “It was like going on sabbatical. It definitely 
wasn’t a vacation.” That is the way Jerome Iltis characterized it. He was the student selected by the Department 
of Texas to attend the class of 2015. “We covered a lot of material and discussed a lot of issues during the 
short time we were there,” according to Iltis. “I enjoyed Legion College tremendously. It inspired our thinking, 
setting aside five days to allow us the time to think about the real purpose of The American Legion and why it’s 
so important for our noble organization to grow, thrive, and remain a powerful force for good in our country.”

All students were given the assignment to write an essay on “Leadership” to hand in on the first day. Below is 
the essay written by Iltis.

American Legion College Essay on Leadership
By Jerome A. Iltis

I recently had the pleasure of attending District Commander training conducted by my Department. The presenter 
of the “Leadership” session is a very gifted speaker and did a fabulous job presenting situational training at a 
localized level. While he was talking, I wondered how I would give leadership training if I was asked to conduct it. 
Rather than a “how to” approach, I concluded that I would offer a more philosophical approach with the objective 
of the attendees learning “why” leadership is expected of them. I would try to stimulate their thinking by asking 
simple questions and allowing them to reach the correct conclusions. Here’s how it would go:

Instructor: “Why are we here?” 
Class: “To learn our duties and responsibilities as leaders in our Districts.”

“Yes, but in broader terms, why are we here?”
“Because we were elected as District Commanders.”

“True, but thinking even more broadly, why are we here?”
“Because we joined The American Legion years ago.”

“Broader. Why are we here?” 
“Because the WWI veterans established The American Legion in 1919 and we are eligible to be Legionnaires by 
virtue of our military service during a time of war.”

“Keep going. Why are we here?”
“Because our ancestors immigrated here.”
“Because the founding fathers of our great nation established this Good country.”

“Excellent. You have answered all the questions correctly.  Now, I want you to think globally. Why are we here?” 
“Because God created us.”

 
(continued p.8)

Legion College – Like a “Sabbatical”
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“OK. Why did God create us?”
“To know, love and serve Him … that is, to be ‘for God’ … so that we may be happy with Him in heaven.”

“Why was our country founded and why did our ancestors immigrate here?” 
“Our country was founded, in large part, because of the religious persecution that our ancestors fled from. Its 
founding is based upon the Divine Principles of Goodness, as defined in the teachings of our Judeo/Christian 
beliefs. The very first amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America is testimony to this, wherein 
it protects our God-given rights to freedom – ‘the blessings of liberty’ – so that we may be free to know, love and 
serve Him.”

“Now here’s a question Legionnaires hardly ever think about. Why did the WWI veterans organize and establish 
The American Legion? (The first two words of the Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion give us a 
very strong clue.)”
“Considering why our country was founded, and considering the devastating suffering and death that occurred 
during ‘the war to end all wars’, the WWI survivors realized that the heroic sacrifices made by our warriors were 
for a Good cause, to protect our God-given rights to freedom – ‘the blessings of liberty’. After the war, they were 
convinced that they needed to continue to preserve the Good our country represents. They knew that if we are 
‘for God’, then God will be for us, and ‘if God is for us, who can be against us’.” 

“Why did you join The American Legion?”
“We joined because we know that we are the legacy of the WWI veterans and it is our responsibility to carry on 
their legacy, a legacy of continuing to serve God and our country by virtue of optimizing the fulfillment of our ten 
purposes as cited in the Legion Preamble.” 

“Why did you agree to become District Commander?”
“We know the reason why ‘For God’ are the first 
two words of the Preamble and why these two 
words are the primary purpose of our noble 
organization. We believe that every Legionnaire, 
and indeed every military veteran, needs to 
Truly understand the purpose of The American 
Legion, that everything we do as Legionnaires 
should be for the Good of the Legion and for 
the Good of our country, and ultimately for His 
greater honor and glory. Therefore, the reason 
we agreed to become District Commander 
is to instill in Legionnaires a strong sense of 
purpose, and to motivate and inspire them to 
optimize the fulfillment of our purpose. We want 
to lead them to share our reason for joining 
The American Legion. As leaders, it is essential 
for us to teach Legionnaires to know what our 
founding fathers knew, to know what the WWI 
veterans knew, and to know what our former 
Commander in Chief Ronald Reagan knew 
when he said, ‘If we ever forget that we are One 
Nation Under God, then we will be a nation gone 
under.’”

Legion College – Like a “Sabbatical”

At the conclusion of Legion College, Jerome Iltis (left) received from 
National Adjutant Dan Wheeler a diploma for graduating with the Class 
of 2015.  Witnessing the presentation was National Director of Internal 
Affairs Jack Querfeld and Past National Commander Butch Miller (right) 
who served his final year as Chancellor of Legion College.  PNC Miller is 
stepping down after being with the program since its inception in 1999.



http://usaa.com/legioncc


http://www.theLIT.com


The Legion Times
PO Box 140527

Austin, TX 78714

T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603

times@txlegion.org

http://www.txlegion.org
mailto:times%40txlegion.org?subject=
http://www.legion.org
http://www.theLIT.com

