
Message from the Commander

Happy holidays to all our members and their legion family.   
Enjoy all the turkey dinners, the deserts and the resulting 
leftovers.  This year, Pat and I will attend the Thanksgiving 
dinner hosted by William James Bordelon Post 300 in San 
Antonio.  Each year they invite about 90 basic trainees from 
Lackland Air Force Base to share their Thanksgiving dinner.  
I remember my basic training days and I know the young 
soldiers will appreciate the opportunity to meet the veterans 
that have preceded them in service to our country.  Likewise, 
our American Legion members will show their respect for the 
trainees who are preparing to follow in their footsteps.  When 
our Posts are involved in their communities, the community 
will become involved with the Post.

This week we visited the Audie L. Murphy Memorial VA Medical 
Center in San Antonio.  The facility was originally built in 1973.  
However, it has undergone continuous renovation and is a modern facility throughout the  
hospital.  Recently a new Poly Trauma unit was opened which is state of the art.  This unit 
serves active duty and veterans who have suffered multiple injuries.  In addition to individual 
rooms the unit includes dining, recreation and fitness rooms.  The individual rooms include 
lifts that can carry the patient into the shower or elsewhere.  The family can visit 24 hours a 
day and there is a pull out bed for overnight visitors. The hospital connectors are hidden in 
cabinets to provide a home atmosphere.  The hospital is installing solar panels over the  
parking lots to provide covered parking.  Solar currently provides 70 to 100 percent of the 
electricity needed by the hospital.  This is a state of the art facility.

The 75% membership target date is December 14th.  We must keep membership growing 
after the New Year in order to exceed our goal.  The Department of Texas has printed 20,000 
door hangers which can be left at our expired members’ homes during Post revitalizations and 
distributed in commercial parking lots to potential members.  The National American Legion 
will prepare and mail letters to your expired members and prepare lists by zip codes that are in 
Map Point order.  This allows volunteers to enter the addresses into a GPS and visit each  
address without excess mileage.  If you miss the member, the door hanger will let them know 
you cared enough to come ask for their membership.  Leave your name and phone number.  
The door hangers can be ordered from the Department Headquarters prior to your Post  
revitalization.

Thank you for all you do for the good of the Legion.

Walter Ivie 
Department Commander 
2016-2017
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Message from the Vice Commander

Greetings. I appreciate the work everyone is doing to increase our membership. Unfortunately 
the Department of Texas is number fifty two of the fifty five departments. I know we can do 
much better than this.

There are a number of posts that have not submitted a membership transmittal during the 
month of November. I know some of them must have had renewals. I must remind post 
adjutants and commanders that the constitution requires all membership monies must be 
turned in to the department within 30 days of receipt. It is evident that some posts are not 
adhering to this policy.

I suggest that all membership chairman attempt to make contact with any member who 
has not renewed the 2017 membership and ask them to do so as soon as possible.

Any district or post that wishes to do a revitalization please contact me and I will assist 
you in doing so. Commander Ivie expects each district to revitalize one post per district 
this year.  He also expects each district to open one new post. Those districts that have a 
college in the district should contact the Student Veterans Association of the college and 
discuss forming a new post on the college campus. This is a great source of members.

Lloyd O. Buckmaster 
Department Vice Commander 
2016-2017

Cross Plains American Legion Post 423 

Thanks to all Cross Plains personnel that worked on the float for the Military Appreciation Parade. 
The AMERICAN LEGION FLOAT THEME was very obvious! You made all of us Legionnaires proud! 
Post 240 in Stephenville, sponsor of this years parade, extends its congratulations to all our Cross 
Plains comrades and we thank you for putting forth a very noticeable AMERICAN LEGION entry. 
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Walter Ivie, Department Commander
Lloyd Buckmaster, Department Vice Commander
C.W. Sparks, National Executive Committeeman
Kenneth Mueller, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
David Paris, Department Treasurer 
Bryan Coleman, Department Judge Advocate
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Jim Forbus, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Kimberly Biggerstaff, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
John McKinny, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer                             
Ron Peterson, Department Service Officer
Allen Sharp, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

David Harvey, 1st Division Commander
Steve Cook, 2nd Division Commander
Jerome Iltis, 3rd Division Commander
Charlie Baker, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Andy Lowen, 1st District Commander
Mark McClelland, 2nd District Commander
Mike Crosin, 3rd District Commander
Gene Toohey, 4th District Commander
Larry Taylor, 5th District Commander
Gary Towers, 6th District Commander
Ed Jarvis, 7th District Commander
Ruth Sholler, 8th District Commander
Bea Trevino, 9th District Commander
Ted Weeks, 10th District Commander 
Ricky Wilson, 11th District Commander 
William Deal, 12th District Commander 
Greg Garland, 13th District Commander 
Tom Harlan, 14th District Commander 
Gus Garcia, 15th District Commander
Thomas Bowe, 16th District Commander
Kenneth Simonton, 17th District Commander 
Donald Sherman, 18th District Commander 
Johnny Franklin, 19th District Commander 
Garnel Alford, 20th District Commander 
BJ Seider, 21st District Commander 
Jimmy Mitchell, 22nd District Commander 
Hector Alva, 23rd District Commander 
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A moment in ALA History: Christmas Gift Shops

My goodness autumn is here and it’s the time of year that the gateway to the holidays opens.

Our VAVS Reps & Deps are quite busy setting up their Christmas Gift Shops and/or parties. This is something I can tell 
you from experience is quite an event that will always bring happy thoughts to you when you are reminiscing on what 
we do for our veterans, our military and their families.

Imagine the gratitude our active military and our veterans experience when they know that the ALA is helping them to 
be capable to send Christmas gifts to their loved ones. 

None of this can be accomplished without the generous support of our units. Our unit members are actively soliciting 
beautiful items for our military and veterans to choose from for their loved ones. The units diligently pay their Christmas 
Assessment so that we can guarantee that every active military and veteran in our VA Medical Centers (that we have 
Reps & Deps at) across the state of Texas will received a small gift from the ALA.

I believe in keeping traditions, but not letting traditions get in the way of growth.  Some traditions, like our formal ceremonies, 
meetings, poppies and pins have a wonderful meaning and give us a feeling we belong to something very special; the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary!  But let’s continue to focus on our main mission:  Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation.  We’re working 
alongside with The American Legion and the Sons of The American Legion.  Our collective efforts should increase awareness ~ 
and hopefully membership ~ for each of our organizations.

There comes a time when you see how much this organization means to you.  I ask you to close your eyes and think of 
your community without an American Legion Auxiliary unit,  a SAL Squadron or an American Legion Post.  What would 
be missing? Would the quality of life for veterans and their families be the same? Would students receive scholar-
ships, learn about patriotism and the flag, and so on?  If that doesn’t motivate you to continue to work the Auxiliary’s 
mission, then I don’t know what will.

 Share you enthusiasm with your Legionnaires.  The American Legion Department of Texas has approximately 80,000 
members, whereas the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas has approximately 18,000.  Let’s work very 
closely with the Legionnaires and get their wives, sisters, mothers, grandmothers, daughters and granddaughters 
signed up!  Give the gift of Membership for Christmas 

Wishing you in the most pleasant of Decembers and remember to always 
“Bee-Lieve in Our Mission”.
 

MaryAnn Paul
Department of Texas
President
2016-2017

Message from the Auxiliary
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It cannot be Christmas or Hanukkah or Kwanza already. I can remember how my grandpa used to say how times flies 
when you get old.  Now I be the grandma and he was one wise man!

As I am writing this, I am still on the high from Veteran’s Week. Cannot be happier with the changes that have come in 
the last 20 years when it comes to how are military and their families are treated. The only complaint I heard was that 
vets could not take advantage of all the free meals that were offered on 11 November! Such a deal!

HINT: Folks, please take time to say thank you to all the media, the businesses and the government folks who made 
this a great time. Here in BCS, we are blessed with newspapers, radio, television and community leaders who see our 
worth BUT they also receive our daily gratitude for their support. You might ask a Legion family member who cannot 
do a lot of physical work but can write great notes or emails…involve everyone in saying thanks!

Oratorical should be at the top of your Post programs right now. Those of us who have worked this great activity for years 
see the changes across the board and realize it means we have to be flexible and look for ways to get more involved. In 
the dark ages when I was teaching high school speech, it was a highlight of competition because you could win money 
on all levels.

Now it is just one of many such opportunities and a memorized speech is tough when you have other oratorical contests…
one where you can do a tape on your own time on a set topic.

Barbara Hemmer of Brenham is our State Chairman and we will have the State competition on President’s Day in Bryan. 
She has lots of experience and enthusiasm so use her…sorry Barbara, but I know how good you are are helping folks!

HINT: Use parents to help you get in with schools and do not forget the private schools and the home school students. 
College is not getting cheaper so please, offer it to everyone!

Funerals are never at the top of people’s lists for best things to do on weekends but we have buried so many Legion family 
members this past month that I feel I must comment. Our Legion Honor Guards, our Commanders, our Chaplains and our 
SGT-at-ARMS do us proud in the final farewells to our veterans and their family members.

HINT: If you do not have final salutes, consider starting this beautiful ceremony. It will make you feel good inside and 
it is the right thing to do.

As one homily this weekend shared, this individual was a good, kind person who humbly gave their all for their nation 
and their fellow man. These folks deserve our very best send off.

100 years is a milestone in any history and the American Legion is no exception. Efforts are underway at every level to 
recognize “the war to end all wars” and we need input and ideas from Texas Legion family members.

National (and Texas!) committees are trying to put together a list of all World War I monuments in the state… from the 
smallest to the largest. We are dependent on you all to provide locations in hopes of creating a historical
map or chart…history, Texas style!

HINT:  E-mail me or call me and let’s remember the doughboys and their brothers in arms.   
979n778-1835 or hince57@msn.com

God bless
Gerry Hince

Hints from Hince

mailto:hince57@msn.com
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December brings with it a message and a greeting: 
“Peace on Earth, Goodwill Towards Men.” It is a 
phrase taken from Luke 2:14: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” The “ Peace on Earth, Goodwill Towards 
Men” phrase can be found repeated throughout 
Hallmark’s parade of Christmas cards – now if we 
could only remove the sentiment from the greeting 
card and enter it into our hearts and let it convey 
an implicit hope, a spirit of generosity and a kindly 
disposition toward others.

The  scriptural admonition found in Matthew 24:6 
and Mark 13:7, “There will be wars and rumors of 
wars” doesn’t quite fit in with our picture of “Peace 
on Earth” in the present  but rather promises a 
hope and expectation that that day will come.  
Isaiah’s prophecy concerning true peace will begin to 
be fulfilled on a worldwide scale, as will the prophecy 
that says, “Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4). 

Isaiah was also inspired to write: “Then justice will 
dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain 
in the fruitful field. The work of righteousness will be 
peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness 
and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a 
peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places” (Isaiah 32:16–18).

Scripture doesn’t tell us when that day will come...
but why not today or tomorrow?

There’s a popular song that contains these lyrics, 
“Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment 
now. With every step I take let this be my solemn 
vow. To take each moment and live each moment 
with peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth, 
and let it begin with me.”

In keeping with that  thought, I offer the following 
prayer on behalf of all my Legion comrades this 
holiday season. 

God, give us eyes this Christmas To see the Christmas 
Star. And give us ears to hear the song of angels from afar 

And, with our eyes and ears attuned for a message from 
above, 

Let “Christmas Angels” speak to us of hope and faith and 
love. 

Hope to light our pathway When the way ahead is dark,
Hope to sing through stormy days, with the sweetness of 
the lark.

Faith to trust in things unseen and know beyond all seeing 
That it is in our Fathers love We live and have our being
And love to break down barriers of color, race and creed, 
Love to see and understand and help all those in need.
Amen

Harvey H. Klee, 
Department Chaplain 2016-2017
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplain’s Corner

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2016-2017

http://www.texaschaplains.org


 

4140 Governor’s Row 
Austin, TX 78744 

Wednesday, January 25, 2017

016 
 Friday, June 24, 2016 

Join us for a one-of-a-kind event featuring a hiring fair, networking opportunities and 
workshops tailored for veteran job seekers, active duty military members, guard and 

reserve members, and military spouses. 

At 8:00 a.m., a free employment workshop for job seekers will feature resume building, 
networking, and interview tips. 

This event is presented in partnership with the American Legion Mid-Winter 
Conference, Texas Workforce Commission, Texas Veterans Leadership Program, 

Texas Veterans Commission, Workforce Solutions Capital Area, Workforce Solutions 
Rural Capital, Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce and our other local partners. 

Questions? Contact jrussell@uschamber.com. 

8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Omni Austin Southpark Hotel

 

016 

 Friday, June 24, 2016 

http://hiringourheroes.org


TEXAS VETERANS FREE VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE PROGRAM EXPANDED
A bill was introduced in the Texas Legislation and passed that expanded the free vehicle license plate program for Veterans last summer.  
The program now includes free plates for more of the military medals that are awarded our servicemen. We encourage you to look into this as 
you may now qualify. It does require you to have your DD214 to send into Texas Department of Motor Vehicles(SPB), 4000 Jackson Ave, Austin, TX 
78731. This takes about 4 weeks to process. For more information call them at 512-374-5010

http://www.legion.org/renew
http://www.legion.org/renew


Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com
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