Message from the Commander
Greetings Fellow Legionnaires! Well, the
holidays are behind us and Frances and
I hope that everyone had a wonderful
Christmas with loved ones and friends
and we wish for you a very Blessed New
Year.
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Do you have an article or
announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please send all
submissions to times@txlegion.org by the
20th of every month and it will appear in
the following issue

I want to thank you the Blue Cappers,
Post, District and Division Commanders
for the hard work you did on membership the first six months of 2011-2012.
Membership these next six months is
very critical for our organization, its programs and our veterans starting
from the post on up. I am proud that we met our target dates (except
for the last one in December) the first six months but we can do better. I
urge each and every member that if you know of a member that has not
paid his dues call him/her and encourage him/her to pay. Membership
is not just the Commander or the Vice-Commander’s job it’s also our job
as a member. I am asking all of you to work harder in order to reach our
goal. I know we can do it.
Post Hub masters; please keep your commander and post members
informed of the information that is being sent out by our Department
Hub master. Every bit of information is important so be sure and share
it. Just recently you received information on Senate Bill 1629 regarding
Agent Orange Equity Act of 2011, we need to encourage our members
to write their senator and representative to co-sponsor and support this
bill. One letter one phone call can make a difference on whether a bill is
passed or not.
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Let me remind you of our Mid-Winter Conference that is coming up
January 18 – 22, at the Omni Hotel in Austin. Post Commanders,
please try to have representation from your post as our National
Commander Fang A. Wong will be our guest. Let’s give him a good old
fashion welcome.
Remember Legion Family that hard work pays off. Let’s make a
difference today for tomorrow.
For God and Country,
J. G. (Lupe) Garza
State Commander

House Bill 1514
House Author: Isaac et al.
Effective: 9-1-11
Senate Sponsor: Birdwell
House Bill 1514 amends the Transportation Code to require the
Department of Public Safety to include the designation “VETERAN” on a
driver’s license issued to a person who has served in and been honorably
discharged from the United States armed forces or the Texas National
Guard if the person requests the designation and provides proof of that
military service and honorable discharge. The bill requires the application
for an original driver’s license to provide space for an applicant to
voluntarily list any military service qualifying the applicant to receive a
license with a veteran’s designation and to include proof of the
applicant’s eligibility to receive a license with such a designation.
All that is needed is the Veteran show a copy of their DD Form 214 when
renewing their DL. There is no additional cost for this feature, except
the cost of renewing or replacing a DL or ID.
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY - VETERANS STILL SERVING AMERICA
Bobby R Baker
1st District Judge Advocate/Immediate Past District Commander
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any
to share with the rest of the Department of
corresponding captions, and/or name of the
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidephotographer if necessary.
lines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx”
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
files please, as these are often problematic. You can help us greatly here by simply running
Save your file as the same name of the aryour spell check function in your word
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be processing program.
sure to make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue..

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from the Auxiliary President
I hope everyone had a safe, warm and wonderful Christmas Holiday with family and friends and we look
forward to the New Year. It is hard to believe that we are now entering 2012. My, my where does the time go,
it seems like yesterday that I was installed in Odessa, Texas.
The months of November and December presented very challenging travels. The Auxiliary Veteran Affairs
Hospital tours, Christmas Gift Shops and Parties were wonderful and everyone enjoyed them and had a good
time serving our hospitalized Veterans. Each gift Shop or Party was different in its own way, but the meaning
was the same. Our Veterans were so appreciative. The Houston Gift Shop was the first and it was very special
this year, as Congressman Gene Green shared the ribbon cutting ceremony. Congressman Gene Green spoke
on behalf of new legislation being introduced and his support of these Bills for our Veterans. I thank all
Auxiliary and Legion Volunteers that worked so long and hard to make the Christmas Gift Shops and Parties
possible.
Remember, American Legion Auxiliary National President Kris Nelson official visit to Texas will be February
14-16, 2012. She has chosen to attend the Veteran’s Appreciation Day at Dallas Veteran Medical Center on
February 15, 2011. Activities to include-9:00a.m.-10:00a.m. Fisher House, 10:00a.m.-11:00a.m. Chemo/
Hospice Patients, 11:00a.m.-12:00p.m. lunch. In the afternoon will travel to Ft. Worth Out-Patient VA Clinic.
Hotel Information: Hampton Inn & Suites		
Rate: $94.00
Address: 1311 East Centre Park Blvd, De Soto, Texas 75115
Please join us and welcome Auxiliary National President Kris Nelson to Texas in a Texas Grand Style. Hotel
reservations and RSVP please contact Mary Waddell 409-935-3723 Home, 409-771-4668 Cell or email
cookiewaddell@comcast.net
Welcome home to all our Afghanistan Military and Thank You for your Service. We face new challenges with
the return of our military from Afghanistan. But it is another opportunity for the Legion Family to grow our
memberships and work toward achieving 100%. Search your community
for those returning troops; invite them to your post. Invite them to join our
organization.
Happy New Year and we look forward to seeing and
visiting with you at Mid-Winter
Mary Waddell, Auxiliary President
Celebrating our Veterans and Freedom by Honoring their Service
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A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.
The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.
Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.
The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.
Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.
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VA Deploys 20 New Mobile Vet Centers

Additions to Fleet Will Expand Veterans’ Access to VA Services Across U.S.
COLUMBUS, Ohio (January 4, 2012) -- The Department
of Veterans Affairs today deployed 20 additional Mobile
Vet Centers from the production facility of Farber
Specialty Vehicles to increase access to readjustment
counseling services for Veterans and their families in
rural and underserved communities across the country.
“Mobile Vet Centers allow VA to bring the many services
our Vet Centers offer Veterans to all communities,
wherever they are needed,” said VA Under Secretary for
Health Robert A. Petzel. “VA is committed to expanding
access to VA health care and benefits for Veterans and
their families, and these 20 new vehicles demonstrate
that continued commitment.”
In an event attended by Petzel, U.S. Senator Sherrod
Brown of Ohio, representatives of the Ohio congressional delegation, and Veterans service organizations,
VA launched the 20 new vehicles to their destinations
ranging across the continental United States, Hawaii and
Puerto Rico.
These customized vehicles--which are equipped with
confidential counseling space and a state of the art
communication package-travel to communities to
extend VA’s reach to Veterans, Servicemembers and
their families, especially those living in rural or remote
communities. The vehicles also serve as part of the VA
emergency response program.
The 20 new, American-made vehicles will expand the
existing fleet of 50 Mobile Vet Centers already in service
providing outreach and counseling services. The 50
Mobile Vet Centers were also manufactured by Farber
Specialty Vehicles. In fiscal year 2011, Mobile Vet Centers
participated in more than 3,600 federal, state and locally
sponsored Veteran-related events. The VA contract for the
20 Mobile Vet Centers totals $3.1 million.
During the announcement event, Petzel also announced
that Farber Specialty Vehicles recently won a competitive
bid to produce 230 emergency shuttle vehicles for VA over
the next five years. The shuttles will provide routine transportation for Veteran patients in and around various metro
areas during normal operations, but convert to mobile

clinics that will facilitate the evacuation of patients and
their care teams during disasters and emergencies. The
VA contract for the 230 emergency shuttles totals $53.5
million.
VA has 300 Vet Centers serving communities across
the country, offering individual and group counseling for
Veterans and their families, family counseling for
military related issues, bereavement counseling for
families who experience an active duty death, military
sexual trauma counseling and referral, outreach and
education, substance abuse assessment and referral, employment assessment and referral, VA benefits
explanation and referral, and screening and referral
for medical issues including traumatic brain injury and
depression.
More than 190,000 Veterans and families made over
1.3 million visits to VA Vet Centers in fiscal year 2011.
To find out more about Vet Center services or find a Vet
Center in your area, go to www.vetcenter.va.gov
The 20 new mobile Vet Centers will be based at:
• Birmingham, Ala.
• San Diego, Calif.
• Atlanta, Ga.
• Western Oahu, Hawaii
• Cedar Rapids, Iowa
• Evanston, Ill.
• Indianapolis, Ind.
• Baltimore, Md.
• Pontiac, Mich.
• Kansas City, Mo.
• Jackson, Miss.
• Greensboro, N.C.
• Lakewood, N.J.
• Reno, Nev.
• Stark County, Ohio
• Lawton, Okla.
• Ponce, Puerto Rico
• Nashville, Tenn.
• Washington County, Utah
• Green Bay, Wis.
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Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us
The coin that honors all American Veterans
This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore

“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic…………..”

Who should own the Vetcoin?
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veterans from all branches of service, both men and women,
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases
and abroad ships around the world.

Perfect Memento
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events,
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served honorably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to
be passed down from generation to generation.

Giving Back
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin
will be used for scholarship awards to children and dependents of those veterans killed in action or permanently disabled.

About the coin
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and
joined together with a ribbon representing those who
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the
five Armed Services of the United States.

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.
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From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com
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