
Message from the Commander

Fellow Legionnaires:

2018 is here and we can renew ourselves and our 
commitment to the American Legion. Energize yourself to 
meet the demands of the new year. Be the person, 
and the Legionnaire that you can, and want, to be. 

Together we can turn the page on what has honestly 
been a sub-par performance with our membership. 
Frustration often results in inaction. Do not allow 
that to happen to you. Believe in yourself. If we do 
not meet our membership goal, let’s go down kicking 
and scratching for every member we can get. The 
only real failure is the failure to try.

For God and Country,
John Hince
Department Commander 
2017-2018
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Post 379 Flag Retirement Ceremony

Girl Scouts from Hurst, Euless, Bedford, North Richland Hills, Colleyville, Grapevine and 
Southlake attend a class on U.S. Flag care and etiquette presented by members of Post 
379. The girls and their parents ended the morning by participating in the bimonthly Flag 
Retirement Ceremony conducted by the Post 379 Honor Guard. 

Submitted by Joseph Campbell, Post 379 Historian
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Chaplain’s Corner

Last year the Department held it’s annual Convention 
in Killeen, Texas. No surprise there. But what I didn’t 
know was the first woman to be awarded the United 
States Army Distinguished Service Medal was born in 
Killeen.

Oveta Culp Hobby was all Texan, attending Mary 
Hardin Baylor College for Women, and the University 
of Texas at Austin after that. She was an attorney, 
journalist, Director of the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps, later renamed the Army Auxiliary 
Corps (WAC),  and became the first woman commanding officer in the Army rising to the 
rank of colonel. She held several important federal government  positions following her 
retirement as well as serving as Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Houston Post 
newspaper.

After the Department Convention, I attended Boys Nation in Washington D.C., and came 
across a quote of hers engraved into the WWII Memorial located there: “Women who 
stepped up were measured as citizens of the nation, not as women…this was a people’s 
war and everyone was in it.”

I contrasted that with the current situation in the military as discussed In a Women 
Veterans Report presented by Sheryll Wilson Jones  at the Department  Convention’s 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission meeting. It was alarming to learn of the 
sexual harassment experienced by some servicewomen – and to a lesser extent, ser-
vicemen -  by their colleagues. This is intolerable. Obviously, policies need be changed, 
strict enforcement applied and other appropriate measures taken immediately meted 
out quickly. Prompt and comprehensive treatment for those suffering from the effects of 
such abuse should be given the highest priority.. 

To my way of thinking, God created all people, and created them differently for reasons 
and purposes we may not understand. Regardless of how we perceive other people 
to be, they are God’s creations, and it’s God’s will for us to show respect to everyone. 
As for women in particular, St. Paul expressed it in his Letter to Timothy: “Treat older 
women as mothers and younger women as sisters with complete purity.” (Tim. 5:1-2) 

I don’t know if it’s a sign of the times or what. Years ago there were actual courses given 
in the public schools on etiquette and proper social behavior. Dress codes were formally 
and informally established, older people, women, and especially mothers with children 
were treated with the greatest respect, language was civil and vulgar conduct strictly 
taboo. The temptations were always there of course – as they have been for centuries, 
but it seems they were much better controlled. All of that appears to have gone by the 
wayside -  and they call what we have today “progressive!” However, Sin, in any form, is 
still sin.

Pray for those military women, comrades all, who have undergone the trauma of rape, 
sexual assault or related abuse at the hands of their fellow colleagues. Pray for those 
driven to suicide resulting from such abuse. Pray for Department of Defense policies, 
and the strict and immediate enforcement of same, that will put an end to this abuse of 
women in the military. Pray for a change of heart and attitude for those contemplating 
sexual crimes against servicewomen.  Make that one of your New Year’s Resolutions!
 
Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2017-2018
www.texaschaplains.org
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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What a way to celebrate Pearl Harbor Day! Carl McAndrew’s Post 
671 in Borger kicked off a Post renovation project funded by a 
healthy grant from Home Depot on December 7th. Commander 
Kevin Black welcomed State Commander John Hince and community 
members to the opening work session that included painting, 
plumbing replacement, heating and air conditioning repair etc. 
etc. etc. Over 60 volunteers from Oklahoma joined local Home 
Depot workers to begin the upgrade.

The grant was submitted by Post member Dan Gallagher and the 
end result promises to be a Post Home that will be an outstanding 
location for all the programs of the American Legion.

Post 671 Adjutant Joe Schreiber thanked Home Depot for the 
grant by simply referring to Home Depot as the heroes’ heroes. In 
reply Home Depot’s Amanda Harris said that it is just what Home 
Depot is dedicated to…giving back to our Veterans.

HINTS FROM HINCE: 
Consider putting in for grants from organizations like Home 
Depot. I am certain Post 671 will be happy to help you out! Never 
forget to say thank you and keep making things better for our vets 
and our communities.

GREAT JOB POST 671 LEGION FAMILY!!!!

Christmas is always a busy time for our Legion and 2017 was 
no exception. Holiday service projects blossomed all across the 
state. Posts like Post 300 in San Antonio welcome active duty air 
men and women for a holiday meal and time outside of the military 
environment….everyone ate well, drank well and had a great time! 
Yours truly felt OLD when I was talking to troops of 18 and 19 and 
they are so excited about their future!

Gifts baskets and bags were distributed thru VA hospitals and 
local senior establishments with the ALA, Sons and Riders taking 
part. Waco and Houston were centers for this kind of activity and 
it really is a holiday high spot for our Legion family.

HINTS FROM HINCE: 
Stay the course and continue with a year of activities featuring 
and working with the entire Legion family. Our National Commander 
is well aware of all you are doing to share her message of FAMILY 
FIRST.

Give me a heads (and heart) up if you need help with publicity for 
your activity. Also make sure it all goes in the historical reports.

Monday 19 February will mark the State Oratorical Contest. It will 
again be held in Bryan and it is hoped that every division will have 
a representative.

By the time some of you receive this, Post and District competitions 
are done and we owe thanks to all we participated in 2018.

Special thanks to all on all levels who took part in this program. 
It is an organizational challenge to get with the schools and now 
home school students to ensure that we offer the program to all.

Barbara Hemmer of Brenham Post 48 is our Oratorical Chair and 
we thank her AGAIN for all her hard work.

HINTS FROM HINCE:
Attend the February contest in Bryan if only to see how it is done 
and then to start plans for the 2019 competition. They give great 
scholarships! Am certain Barbara would welcome questions!

Where are YOU in your membership race? Membership is really 
every member’s responsibility but the First Vice is held accountable 
at most Posts.

On 10 January, we should be at 80% in membership. Wish I could 
say we are breaking records but some Posts have not even hit 
50%.

The question is why? Texas has one of the largest number of 
veterans in its population. We have not hit #1 in years. WE…the 
Legion…need to make it happen.

HINTS FROM HINCE:
Sit down with a team from your Post…a crew you can work with to 
make things happen. Vice Commander Phil is more than willing to 
work with you and you need to do so.

Public Service Announcements are OUTSTANDING ways to get 
the message of our Legion across. Post 142 Adjutant and 13th 
District Commander Chris Holt is working with a local tv station to 
make it happen.

HINTS FROM HINCE: WAY TO GO CHRIS!

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
Gerry Hince

HINTS from HINCE
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Recently the Military Heritage Museum of North Texas heard of the opportunity to purchase FEMA 
overstock meals for pennies on the dollar.  The Museum which is ran by Mark Witham a British 
Military Veteran wanted to use the opportunity to provide Veterans who were homeless or who 
may be struggling a meal for Christmas. Mark reached out to the Post Commander of Post 100, 
Jason Castleberry to assist in coordinating efforts to distribute the meals locally. Overall there 
50,000 meals purchased that was distributed all over the state. Royse City Post in conjunction 
with the Wylie Post, Rockwall Post and two Dallas Post distributed over 2,100 meals which was 
over $19,000 worth of meals. The Royse City post alone has distributed nearly 1,100 meals.

Below are a couple of stories of families who the Royse City Post distributed meals to.

We had a family reach out to us that had four generations living in the same home. Three of the 
generations were veterans, all of which were disabled. One had back and leg problems and the 
other two had PTSD /TBI. The great grand kids surrounded us when we came in with the meals 
and gave us hugs. This family was so appreciative of the meals and the support of the post.

Also provided meals to a homeless veteran and his wife who are in need of employment but 
have been living with friends till they can get on their feet. So besides providing the meals we 
will also be looking to find them a job and housing options in Collin County. 

What a way to support Veterans and the community. In the holiday time of giving we want to 
remember and support the less fortunate in our community.

Royse City Post Coordinates Meal Delivery
submitted by Jason Castleberry
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The Congressional Medal of Honor

The Medal of Honor is the nation’s highest medal for valor in combat that can be awarded to members of the armed 
forces.

The medal was first authorized in 1861 for Sailors and Marines, and the following year 
for Soldiers as well. Since then, more than 3,400 Medals of Honor have been awarded 
to members of all DoD services and the Coast Guard.

Medals of Honor are awarded sparingly and are bestowed only to the bravest of the 
brave; and that courage must be well documented. 

Since 1998 at least 15 other Medals of Honor have been awarded to correct past 
administrative errors, oversights and follow-up on lost recommendations or as a result 
of new evidence.

Here are just a few examples of Soldiers who were awarded the Medal of Honor from three wars. Their actions, like the 
other recipients of the medal, were far and above the call of duty.

During the Civil War, the job of color bearer was one of the most hazardous as well as important duties in the Army. Sol-
diers looked to the flag for direction and inspiration in battle and the bearer was usually out in front, drawing heavy enemy 
fire while holding the flag high. On Nov. 16, 1863, regimental color bearer Pvt. Joseph E. Brandle, from the 17th Michigan 
Infantry, participated in a battle near Lenoire, Tenn. “...[H]aving been twice wounded and the sight of one eye destroyed, 
[he] still held to the colors until ordered to the rear by his regimental commander.”

Cpl. Alvin C. York, from the 82nd Division, fearlessly engaged the numerically superior German force at Chatel-Chehery, 
France, on Oct. 8, 1918 - just a month before the armistice was signed. His citation reads: “...After his platoon had suf-
fered heavy casualties and three other noncommissioned officers had become casualties, Cpl. York assumed command. 
Fearlessly leading seven men, he charged with great daring toward a machine gun nest, which was pouring deadly and 
incessant fire upon his platoon. In this heroic feat the machine gun nest was taken, together with four officers and 128 
men and several guns.”

Valor is found across the times as well as across the ranks, as World War II 2nd Lt. Robert Craig, from the 3rd Infantry 
Division, demonstrated. According to his citation, 2nd Lt. Craig volunteered to defeat an enemy machine gun that three 
other officers before him could not. He quickly located the gun outside of Favoratta, Sicily, but without cover, he and his 
men found themselves vulnerable to approximately100 enemies. “Electing to sacrifice himself so that his platoon might 
carry on the battle, he ordered his men to withdraw... while he drew the enemy fire to himself. With no hope of survival, he 
charged toward the enemy until he was within 25 yards of them. Assuming a kneeling position, he killed five and wounded 
three enemy soldiers. While the hostile force concentrated fire on him, his platoon reached the cover of the crest. 2nd Lt. 
Craig was killed by enemy fire, but his intrepid action so inspired his men that they drove the enemy from the area, inflict-
ing heavy casualties on the hostile force.”

There have been 92 individuals from Texas or linked to Texas that have been awarded the Medal of Honor, with 45 being 
awarded posthumously. 12 individuals have been presented with the Texas Legislative Medal of Honor, 6 of them were 
also recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

We will be posting thru out the year the citation(s) of the individual(s) who have received the Congressional Medal of 
Honor or the Texas Legislative Medal of Honor on the date of action that it was awarded for occurred.

Information and photos were obtained from the following websites:
Congressional Medal of Honor Society - http://www.cmohs.org/ 
Texas Recipients of the Medal of Honor - http://txmedalofhonor.com/#/
Home of Heroes - http://www.homeofheroes.com/ 

http://www.cmohs.org/ 
http://txmedalofhonor.com/#/ 
http://hiringourheroes.org


 

                 
 

                   

 

    

THE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS 
TEXAS VETERANS COMMISSION and TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISSION 

The	American	Legion	
Veterans	Career	Fair	

Date:   Wednesday, January 24th, 2018 
Time:   10:00 am – 2:00 pm Career Fair 

Location:   Omni Austin Hotel at Southpark 
   4140 Governors Row, Austin, TX 78744      

Admission: Free for Veterans, Transitioning Service Members, 
Active Duty, National Guard, Reservists and their 
Spouses.

Workshops: 8:00 am – 9:45 am Resume Workshop

JOBSEEKERS please come in business attire, bring many copies of your resumes, please register at the following URL:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-american-legion-department-of-texas-career-fair-in-austin-
tickets-41308343367 
Employers: Please contact Nelson Touchett at 512‐597‐7219, nelson.touchett@tvc.texas.gov	or Sam Blanks at 
254‐231‐5571, samuel.blanks@twc.state.tx.us 
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100th Anniversary Order Form
 

The American Legion is fast approaching our 100th Anniversary and 
the Department of Texas has several commemorative items available 

for purchase to mark this milestone!

Please see our order form on the previous page. 
Just fill out and mail to the Department Headquarters with your 

check or money order and we will send the items to you.

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way 
to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization.

Simply go to smile.amazon.com, sign into 
your normal Amazon account and then type in 
“American Legion Charities Inc” in the search 
box when the prompt comes up. Amazon will 
remember your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will 
result in a donation.

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. 

The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-
wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited time promotions that 
increase the donation amount on one or more products or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable 
organizations.

Please Note: Only purchases at smile.amazon.com – not at www.amazon.com or the mobile app – support any charities.
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What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com


Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com

http://www.txlegion.org
mailto:times%40txlegion.org?subject=
http://www.legion.org
http://www.benekeith.com/
http://rubycoproperties.com

