
Message from the Commander

The American Legion once 
again teamed up with the 
Coalition to Salute Amer-
ica’s Heroes to distribute 
$500,000.00 in grants.  The 
Coalition to Salute America’s 
Heroes is a nonprofit orga-
nization that was created to 
provide a way for individuals, 
corporations and others to 
help severely wounded and 
disabled Operation Endur-
ing Freedom and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom veterans and 
their families rebuild their 
lives.  We have received over 
50 of these grants in Texas.  I 
have been privileged to pres-
ent 15 – 20 of them.  Our 
District Commanders have 
been asked to help within their Districts so we may get these 
grants to these veterans on a timely basis.  

As we near the end of January we find ourselves at approxi-
mately 6,000 members short of our 85% target date for 
February 13th.  I feel we can close that gap greatly by going 
to our last years Post roster and contacting members one on 
one by telephone or personal visits and ask them to renew 
their membership.  Express to them the value in their mem-
bership by letting them know what the American Legion has 
accomplished this past year.  Everyone wants to be a part of 
a winning team.  There is a lot more to the value of being a 
member than being able to go into a club room.  JUST ASK!!!!!
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Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month and it 
will appear in the following issue.



This month I toured the San Antonio V.A. hospital and the Ker-
rville V.A. hospital.  Both visits were very informative and the 
staff’s were superb.  There is a lot of passion and love for our 
veterans in these facilities. 

We closed the month with the Mid-Winter Conference and 
Department Executive Committee Meeting in Austin.  Many 
of those that attended commented on the various workshops 
and how informative and well presented they were.  Once 
again, these people can be available for a workshop at your 
district conventions.  The Department of Texas has some very 
knowledgeable and dedicated Legionnaires that are willing to 
share their skills with others if you will JUST ASK!!!

In closing, let’s make this next five months a beginning of 
what is to come for the Department of Texas.  Make an all 
out effort to reach goal for your Post, District, and Division in 
membership so we can push over the top of our 90,000 mem-
ber goal. Remember the last four letters in A-M-E-R-I-C-A-N.  
Together we will. 

For God and Country,
Paul Dillard

The Texas American Legion 2008 Midwinter 
Sweepstakes Winners

The Midwinter Sweepstakes drawing was held on 
January 27, 2008 at the Omni Hotel in Austin. 

Congratulations to the following winners!
 

Grand Prize - $10,000.00 Bud Stephenson Jr of Corpus Christi Post 364
Second Prize - $5000.00 Jack Bradley of Duncanville Post 81

Third Prize - $2500.00 Elvin Clark of Bastrop Post 533
Fourth Prize - $1500.00 Joe Merritt of Mineral Wells Post 75

Fifth Prize - $500.00 Ernest Davis of Mansfield Post 624
Sixth Prize - $500.00 Michael Havard Headquarters Post 345
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Every day we see, hear or read something about the upcoming presidential elections. The pri-
maries are being held around the country. Campaigns are calling in the evening to encourage 
you to vote for their candidate and to inform you of where their candidate stands on the issues. 

The 26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution says “The right of citizens of the United States, 
who are eighteen years or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged…”

The American Legion encourages all Americans to register and vote in all elections. Legion-
naires have traditionally responded to the call and are among the groups of individuals most 
likely to cast their ballots on Election Day.

Americans have the right to vote for whom they chose to represent them in our representa-
tive form government. They also have the duty, a responsibility, to use their right to vote and to 
familiarize themselves with the candidates and the issues up for decision on Election Day.

Every election is important, as the individuals elected to office will establish laws under which 
we must live and they will make important decisions for spending the tax dollars we pay to our 
government.

(continued, p.4)
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Citizens must be reminded that good government is established when concerned citizens par-
ticipate in the electoral process. They must also understand what is expected of them and they 
must know clearly and simply how to go about doing it. The American Legion Get Out the Vote 
program strives to do that.

Each year we elect hundreds of thousands of public officials whose decisions directly influence 
the lives and well-being of all citizens. The benefits derived from voting are produced by electing 
officials that are in tune with the wishes of the citizens and their concerns in providing a com-
munity, in which it is suitable to live, work and raise a family.

The electorate must be reminded that their vote guarantees all other rights, build schools, paves 
highways, collect taxes, maintains the Armed Force, direct the foreign policy and influences how 
our friends overseas view our republic. History has proven that one vote can make a difference 
so it is important that every single voice be heard. Each citizen must be made aware that their 
vote is important and that you are willing to help provide an easy access to the election process 
for them.

Voting is a powerful way for a citizen to participate in their government. It gives them a voice in 
issues that affect their lives. It is the goal of The American Legion and its Get Out the Vote pro-
gram to encourage more Americans to vote, to suggest activities on how American Legion Post 
can increase and serve as a resource to get the job done.

FOLLOW RULES OF NONPARTISANSHIP

American Legion Posts planning to conduct registration and Get Out the Vote programs should 
be aware that such activities must remain nonpartisan. Failure to do so could endanger an 
American Legion Post’s non-profit status. This does not mean that individuals are forbidden to 
show partisanship. The point to remember is that when partisanship is shown, it must be inde-
pendent of association with an American Legion Post and its voter registration and get Out the 
Vote efforts.

Federal election laws require that any registration drive conducted or sponsored by a corpora-
tion, labor union or trade association be nonpartisan. The Internal Revenue Code mandates that 
strict nonpartisanship of all such activities by organizations eligible to receive tax-deductible 
contributions under Section 501 (c) (3) & (19) of the Code.

A nonpartisan organization does not support, oppose or provide aid to any candidate for pub-
lic office or to any political party. Nonpartisan registration and Get Out the Vote drives may be 
directed at either the general public or at a defined population group such as young adults or 
minority citizens. In a nonpartisan drive, registration and voting assistance, information or ma-
terials must be offered and made available to all regardless of which candidate or party they 
support.

Volunteers working on an American legion sponsored registration and voting drive should not 
wear campaign buttons or make their personal views about a candidates, parties and issues 
known in any way while they are engaged in nonpartisan activities for their post. Any campaign 
materials or literature should be removed from areas where nonpartisan activities are taking 
place.

For more information visit www.legion.org or call the Dept. Headquarters at (512) 472-4138. 
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It has been my privilege being your Department Service Officer (DSO) for the past ten or so years.    Yes, 
my region covers half of Texas, all of  Mexico, Central and South American and all the islands off the 
coast of these nations.  Over time my reputation has traveled far and wide.  I often get calls from as 
far away as Canada and Philippines from veterans outside of my region of responsibility for help and 
advise.  One of the many questions-- I ask them is “Who has your Power of Attorney?”  In most cases, 
the answer The American Legion. To which, I try to get them to contact their department service officer 
in their state to provide them aid, for many reasons.  Which I will not go into here(that’s another article.  
The most dishearten answer is “I don’t know”, also another article.  The third most common answer 
is that another veteran service organization (VFW, DAV, Amvets, etc) , is their Power of Attorney.  The 
answer, “I provide them is that “I cannot help them” and refer them back to their Power of Attorney.”  
Which is the subject of this article.

Why would I send veterans to another service organization? Well, lets look at the power of attorney. 
In the VA many organizations are recognized as veterans service organization(VSO), American Legion, 
VFW, DAV, etc.  Which provide services to veterans-in my case with veterans claims, this is a service we 
provide free of charge.  To obtain this service the veteran or the claimant must fill out a VA form 21-22, 
“Appointment of Veterans Service Organization as Claimant’s Representative”  (Commonly called the 
Power of Attorney or simply the POA).  It is this form, which is signed by the veteran or the claimant
and dated ; that gives the service organization the authorization to work for you.  Only one veteran’s 
service organization will be recognized by the VA at any one time as a claimant’s representative.  To
this end, if you call up another organization for assistance and there are NOT your power of attorney it 
is ILLEGAL for them to assist you. Which is WHY I may not be able to talk or help you. 

If you are unhappy with your veteran service organization (VSO), you have two options talk to them 
about why you are unhappy, and see if they can fix it.  In many cases, it may just be simply a misunder-
standing, in other cases the VSO may have no control over your area of concern or your concerns may 
be unrealistic.  If YOU are still unhappy you have the OPTION to change your POA to another VSO. 

Some other common facts to recall are POAs are not forever.  If the veteran or claimant dies so does 
the POA.  It does not go on to the spouse and/or children of the veteran, hence, the spouse and/or chil-
dren will need to file their own POA.  Other facts that are very important is that once you assigned POA, 
YOU are still responsible for YOUR claim, YOU need to be involved in every step of the process.  YOU are 
the one that knows what happened to you-where, when, who and how.  YOU cannot assume the County 
Service Officer, Post Service Officer or in my case the Department Service Officer or VA will do all your 
work for you.  IF YOU want YOUR case to succeed YOU must be involved in YOUR case.  

Thank you for taking the time to read this article, if you have topics that are of interested to you please 
let us know and we will try to address your concerns in future articles.

Edward Reyes
E-mail: edward.reyes@va.gov

Power of Attorney
by Edward Reyes
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Paying for prescription medication continues to be a struggle for many Americans without pre-
scription insurance coverage – more than 44 million in 2005. If you are one of these Americans 
and a member of The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion, or a dependent your 
membership is more valuable than you think.  

Introducing The American Legion Prescription Discount Card administered by Caremark. This 
new prescription discount card replaced the existing program offered by RxAmerica.

If you currently use the prescription discount card program, don’t worry. Simply present your cur-
rent card to the pharmacist along with your prescription to keep saving.

There are some important changes to The American Legion Prescription Discount Card pro-
gram: 

 • Save 20 percent on CVS brand products at all CVS pharmacies
 • Save an average of 20 percent off the regular retail price of prescription medicine
 • More than 57,000 participating pharmacies nationwide
 • Over 99.9% of prescription medicine is included in the program

When you print and use your prescription discount card you will automatically be signed-up to 
receive a CVS Health Advocate Card. This card offers 20 percent savings off CVS branded prod-
ucts in all CVS/pharmacy stores nationwide. Simply show your CVS Health Advocate Card at the 
time of purchase to receive the discount.

More savings on prescription medicine are avail-
able through the convenient mail service program. 
Getting started in mail service is easy; simply call 
the toll-free Customer Care number and provide 
your prescription information, doctor information 
and a credit card number. Caremark will call your 
doctor and mail your prescription to your home or 
office.  

Visit The American Legion website to print your 
discount card and start saving right away. Your 
card is good for your entire household – including 
pets. If your veterinarian prescribes a prescription 
medicine for your pet that is also used to treat con-
ditions in humans, simply present your card with 
your prescription at any participating pharmacy.

A New Way to Save on Prescriptions
Introducing The American Legion Prescription Discount Card

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

Almost Four Decades of Partnership 
for a Healthy America

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust 
affordable insurance plans and superior service

call toll-free, 1-800-235-6943, or
visit our Web site at: www.theLIT.com

15700 © 2006 AGIA

 



8

NOTE from the Editor: In the January issue of The Legion Times we received inaccurate information pertaining 
to The Fallen Soldier Memorial held at Post 121, and attended by President Bush  Below is the article with the 
correct information as submitted by Mary A Hueske.

FALLEN SOLDIER MEMORIAL CEREMONY 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 121 WACO, TEXAS 

VETERANS DAY NOVEMBER 11, 2007

THE AMERICAN LEGION POST & UNIT 121, WACO, TEXAS, LOCATED AT 3rd & TENNESSEE, HOSTED A “FALLEN 
SOLDIER MEMORIAL CEREMONY” ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2007, AT 2:00PM. PLAQUES WERE PRE-
SENTED TO THE FAMILIES OF SOLDIERS FROM THE BELLMEAD, LORENA, WEST AND WACO AREAS THAT HAVE 
FALLEN IN COMBAT SINCE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001. FAMILIES RECEIVING THE PLAQUES WERE: THE FAMILY 
OF SPC JAVIER ANTONIO VILLANUEVA, PRESENTED BY BELLMEAD MAYOR, ROBERT HAWKINS; THE FAMILY 
OF GYSGT JOHN DAVID FRY, PRESENTED BY LORENA MAYOR, CHUCK ROPER; THE FAMILY OF SPC JEFFREY 
PAUL SHAFFER, PRESENTED BY WEST MAYOR, JERREL BOLTON AND THE FAMILY OF LANCE CPL JOHNNY RAY 
STRONG, PRESENTED BY WACO MAYOR, VIRGINIA DUPUY.

RESOLUTION WERE PRESENTED TO THE FAMILIES BY THE AMERICAN LEGION POST COMMANDER EDDIE 
HALE, WACO POST 440, PAST POST 121 COMMANDER ALTON LEUSCHNER, WHO PRESENTED FOR LORENA 
POST 123, POST COMMANDER KENNETH POPP, WEST POST 478 AND BOTH THE COMMANDER & PRESIDENT 
FROM WACO POST & UNIT 121, CLAYTON HUESKE AND TONE’ MAHON. STATE REPRESENTATIVES DIANNE 
WHITE DELISI, CHARLES “DOC” ANDERSON AND JIM DUNNAM PRESENTED TEXAS FLAGS. (DIANNE WHITE 
DELISE AND JIM DUNNAM WAS UNABLE TO ATTEND, HOWEVER, RUSSELL DEVORSKY, AIDE TO JIM DUNNAM, 
PRESENTED IN HIS ABSENCE.) GUEST SPEAKER FOR THE CEREMONY WAS CONGRESSMAN CHET EDWARDS. 
CONGRESSMAN EDWARDS ALSO PRESENTED EACH FAMILY WITH A GOLD STAR BANNER. DISTRICT REPRE-
SENTATIVE FOR THE FALLEN SOLDIER MEMORIAL PROGRAM CINDY MOEYKENS LITTLE ELM POST 182, READ 
A VERY TOUCHING POEM FOR THE FAMILIES, AND ANN HARDER SANG THE NATIONAL ANTHEM AND GOD 
BLESS AMERICA.

THE FOUR HONORED FOR THEIR SACRIFICE WERE: ARMY SPC. JAVIER ANTONIO VILLANUEVA, OF BELLMEAD, 
DIED NOV. 24, 2005, IN AL ASAD, IRAQ. THE 25-YR OLD WAS KILLED WHEN AN IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DE-
VICE DETONATED NEAR HIS PATROL. Villanueva attended Waco and then LaVega High School, where he gradu-
ated. He was the father of one daughter Taliyah.

MARINE GUNNERY SGT. JOHN DAVID FRY, OF LORENA, DIED MARCH 8, 2006, IN AL ANBAR PROVINCE OF 
IRAQ. THE 28 YR OLD WAS KILLED WHEN A BOMB HE TRIED TO DISARM DETONATED. He enlisted soon after 
graduating as salutatorian from Waco Christian Academy. He was the father of three young children: daughter, 
Kathryn Michelle; sons, Gideon David and C.L.

ARMY SPC. JEFFREY PAUL SHAFFER, OF WEST, DIED SEPT. 13, 2006, IN RAMADI, IRAQ. THE 21 YR OLD WAS 
KILLED BY A ROADSIDE BOMB WHILE RIDING IN A HUMMER. He attended West High School before leaving 
Texas and signing up for the Army. He was the father of one daughter, Makayla Grace.

MARINE LANCE CPL. JOHNNY RAY STRONG, OF WACO, DIED JUNE 12, 2007, IN AL ANBAR PROVINCE OF IRAQ. 
THE 21 YR OLD WAS KILLED WHEN HIS PLATOON WAS AMBUSHED DURING A ROUTINE PATROL. He graduated 
from A. J. Moore Academy.

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH spent Veterans Day in Waco sitting among the families of the four area soldiers 
killed in Iraq during the ceremony honoring their service. About 400 people attended the solemn and tear-
ful memorial service at American Legion Post 121 in Waco. The President sat in the audience for almost and 
hour watching as each of the families were presented with banners, plaques, Texas Flags and proclamations. 
President took the stage to praise their sacrifice and that of their families, as well as the service of veterans 
across the country. He said, “The valor and selfless devotion of these men fills their families with immeasur-

(continued, p.9)
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able pride, yet this pride cannot fill the hole in their hearts or relieve the burden of grief that will remain for a 
lifetime.” Bush also warned that enemies of the United States want to strike the country again and “kill Ameri-
cans on a scale that will make 9/11 pale by comparison.” He said the families of fallen soldiers across the na-
tion need to know that their loved ones “served a cause that is good and just and noble.’ Bush also said, “and 
as their commander-in-chief, I make you this promise: Their sacrifice will not be in vain.” After the ceremony 
President Bush met privately with the families of the four soldiers, who are among the more than 3,860 mem-
bers of the U.S. Military who have died in Iraq since 2003.

Malia Fry, wife of John Fry, said it meant a lot to hear the president say he intends to stay the course in Iraq. He 
told her, “If we keep doing what we are doing, eventually we will have allies in the Middle East and there will 
be peace there.” Many family members said having the President in attendance made the ceremony an espe-
cially unforgettable and encouraging experience. Malia said, her husband would have been deeply honored by 
the event, but would probably wondered what all the hoopla was about, because he believed he was just doing 
his job.

In attendance at the ceremony was Charles Boatright, Little Elm, Tx., who envisioned the Fallen Soldier Memo-
rial Plaque Program after the loss of his nephew Sgt Michael “Luke” Boatright in Iraq. Sgt Boatright and mem-
bers of his unit had made a pact to be buried together should they fall in the line of duty. He was laid to rest 
with members of his unit that had fallen before him in the National Cemetery in San Antonio. Unfortunately 
for his family he is buried far from his hometown. Charles Boatright had a small plaque made with an etching 
of his nephew and presented it to Luke’s mother. After seeing the incredible reaction of the family, he enlisted 
the help of the American Legion to help with the mission of presenting this type of plaque to the families of all 
fallen soldiers from Texas. His vision became a reality, and we continue to honor those who serve, and those 
who made that ultimate sacrifice defending the freedom of all Americans.

L/R Front: Cecelia Garza; Unit Co-Chairman, Mary Hueske; Nina Leuschner; President George W. Bush; Post Co-Chairman, Betty Richburg; Robert 
Vaughan; Fallen Soldier District Representative-Little Elm Post 182, Cindy Moeykens; Back: Jesse Garza; Alton Leuschner; Jean Hueske; Commander 
Clayton Hueske; Dane Richburg; and Fallen Soldier Memorial Program Originator-Little Elm Post 182, Charles Boatwright
More pictures are available on Post 121’s website : http://www.orgsites.com/tx/americanlegion-post-unit-121/index.html
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VETERANS
BENEFIT SEMINAR

& JOB FAIR
SATURDAY, March 1, 2008

9:00 am till all have been counseled 
Sponsored by THE AMERICAN LEGION

and the VFW in Mt. Pleasant, TX
TO BE HELD AT VFW POST 3986

98 CR 2010
(Lake Tankersley Boat Ramp Road)

Representatives from the VA Regional Office in Waco, TX 
Veterans Commission, TX Veterans Land Board, 
The American Legion, VFW, and others will be on

hand to discuss and help with any questions, 
claims, and employment.

Registration will start at 8:00 am, and all counseling will be
on a “first come – first served” basis.  However, all wishing counseling will 

receive help.

For more information call one of the following:
Bobby Baker – 903-720-2316 / John Cobern – 903-577-0881

Susan Dickson – 903-784-4356



The Legion Times
PO Box 140527

Austin, TX 78714

T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603

times@txlegion.org

Help grow 
The Legion Times!

Send any and all 
articles, ads, or 
announcements to 
times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of 
each month!

Medicare is not an all inclusive health
insurance plan. Many medical 
procedures, examinations and hospital
expenses are only partially reimbursed –
leaving you with leftover bills to pay.
Let the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT)
help you protect your assets with a
Medicare Supplement Plan endorsed by
your Department. 

Even if you already have a plan in place,
that’s okay. Take a look at what our plans
have to offer – if ours are a better value,
you can replace your existing coverage. If
you have owned a Medicare Supplement or
have had primary hospital and medical 
expense reimbursement coverage for six 

or more months, and replace it with one 
of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust plans,
there will be no waiting period and no 
pre-existing condition limitations.

FEATURES OF THE PLANS

• No physical exams or health questions to
answer – you cannot be refused on account
of your past or current health.
• Fast turnaround on claims
• Affordable premium costs
Act Now! Complete the coupon below and
return it to:
Legionnaire Insurance Trust Program
P.O. Box 21908
Santa Barbara, CA 93121-9969

� Yes! Please send me complete details about the 

Legionnaire Insurance Trust Program Medicare Supplement Plan

WORRIED ABOUT RISING HEALTH CARE COSTS?

Let the Legionnaire Insurance Trust help you 
with an affordable Medicare Supplement Plan

Fill in your name, address, phone number and date of birth, and mail it to us. 

Name______________________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________City____________________State_____Zip_________________

Phone (      )_________________  Evening (      )__________________Date of Birth______/______/_____
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