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Do you have an article or
announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please send all
submissions to times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month and it
will appear in the following issue.

Although January began a new and
hopefully prosperous year for all, it
became a solemn one for the American
Legion with the passing of Past Department Commander Lewis Emerich (65)
whose funeral I attended January 4,
2011 at the National VA Cemetery in
Houston. The following week provided
a much greater sense of determination
for all of us in the Legion family with
a tour of the Intrepid Center at Brooke
Army Medical Center. We saw the areas
that provide the most severely
injured with the best of occupational
and physical therapy in order for them
to overcome their disabilities.
A reception for the National President Carlene Ashworth was held at
Alamo Post 2 in San Antonio with many in attendance. A visit to the
VAMC Audie Murphy and to the VAMC in Kerrville was very worthwhile
and the opportunity to visit with veterans was even more welcomed.
February will take us to the VAMC’s in Temple and Waco.
At the Mid-Winter Conference held January 20-23, all Commission and
Committee meetings were well attended. The conference was dedicated
in memory of Past Department Commander Lewis Emerich, Past 16th
District Commander John McKinney, and Past 12th District Commander
Dan Fallon for their many contributions to the American Legion.
Members of the Legislative Council had the opportunity to discuss the
Department’s Legislative priorities with approximately 50 members of
Congress in attendance at the Legislative Breakfast at the Capitol. The
American Legion Extension Course was also given to those who wanted
to learn about the American Legion founded upon the four pillars and the
programs thereof.
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Training sessions for legionnaires will begin in early February with the first to be held
in San Antonio, February 5th and February 19th in Ft. Worth. This is an opportunity for
anyone interested in learning about membership, conducting meetings, programs of
the American Legion, post operations, and veterans assistance at no charge to attend
and further their knowledge of what the American Legion is all about. Post Commanders are especially encouraged to attend.
The Department Oratorical Contest will be held in Brenham, Texas at Blinn College
on February 21, 2011. Everyone is invited to attend to hear the Division winners give
their orations on the Constitution of the United States. The winner will advance to the
National Finals in Indianapolis in April.
Membership should be on everyone’s mind. The Department missed the 80% National
Target date by 1077 members or 1.5%. For the 85% target date on February 9, 2011,
we need to renew 4580 members. Can we do it, I think we can if everyone goes out
and works membership and calls on those who have not renewed at this time. Every
one wants to be on a winning team, so get your membership teams fires up and go get
them. All you have to do is “ASK”. The Department of Texas needs to get off the
bottom and start moving upward.
For God and Country
Ken Mueller, Commander
“A New Generation Moving Forward”
The Texas American Legion
2011 Midwinter Sweepstakes Winners
The Midwinter Sweepstakes drawing was held on
January 23, 2011 at the Omni Hotel in Austin.
Congratulations’ to the following winners
Grand Prize - $10,000.00
- Ronald Debaun of Midland – Post 19
Second Prize - $5000.00
- Sam Lewis of Mart – Post 345
Third Prize - $2500.00
- James Warren of Tyler – Post 12
Fourth Prize - $1500.00
- Duane Shriver of Pflugerville – Post 83
Fifth Prize - $500.00
- W.T. Hand of Pasadena – Post 521
Sixth Prize - $500.00
- Robert Meeks of Slaton – Post 438
Seventh Prize - $100.00
- Erna Thompson of San Antonio – Post 612
Eighth Prize - $100.00
- Larry Freeman of Tomball – Post 490
Ninth Prize - $100.00
- Jerry Grubbs of Dallas – Post 504
Tenth Prize - $100.00
- Elbert Garrett of Gonzales – Post 245
Eleventh Prize - $100.00
- Greg Burch of Humble – Post 132
Twelfth Prize - $100.00
- Billy Edens of Strawn – Post 345
Winners are posted in the next monthly issue of the
Legion Times immediately after the drawing and can
be found at www.txlegion.org.
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2 010 -2011 DEPARTMENT O FFI CERS
Ken Mueller, Department Commander
Harry Hicks, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Billy Winters, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Donald Daft, Immediate Past Department Commander
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Walter Starr, 1st Division Commander
John Davis, 2nd Division Commander
Joe Duarte, 3rd Division Commander
Steve Brooks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS
Bobby Baker, 1st District Commander
Kenneth Baxter, 2nd District Commander
Linda Reed, 3rd District Commander
Robert Bunch, 4th District Commander
Bernard Aderholt, 5th District Commander
James Osborne, 6th District Commander
Bill Howell, 7th District Commander
Bryan Coleman, 8th District Commander
Tom Harlan, 9th District Commander
Bill Moore, 10th District Commander
Donald Damron, 11th District Commander
Alan Robart, 12th District Commander
Larry Vess, 13th District Commander
Walt Myers, 14th District Commander
George E Solis, 15th District Commander
Roger Folmar, 16th District Commander
Dan Dutton, 17th District Commander
Harold Lehnick, 18th District Commander
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander
Fred Vasquez, 20th District Commander
WL Fleming, 21st District Commander
Jerry Blaylock, 22nd District Commander
Robert Hester, 23rd District Commander

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any
to share with the rest of the Department of
corresponding captions, and/or name of the
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidephotographer if necessary.
lines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx”
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
files please, as these are often problematic. You can help us greatly here by simply running
Save your file as the same name of the aryour spell check function in your word
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be processing program.
sure to make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue..

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from the Auxiliary President
Hello Legionnaires!
We began our year on January 6 with a visit to the Center for the Intrepid in San Antonio. This $50 million state-of-the-world physical
rehabilitation center, privately funded by 600,000 Americans, is the largest single private contribution to our nation’s wounded
warriors in the history of our country. The center provides traumatic amputee patients, burn patients requiring advanced
rehabilitation and those requiring limb salvage efforts with techniques and training to help them regain their ability to live and
work productively.
The center’s main departments include the military performance lab, occupational therapy, physical therapy, prosthetics, case
management and behavioral medicine. Much of the technology found in the center can’t be found anywhere else in the world.
At the Center, an apartment is equipped with a computer workstation with state-of-the-art voice recognition, a fully equipped kitchen
and bath and a comfortable living room that completely takes them out of the hospital environment.
In addition to a daily living apartment, patients have a virtual driving simulator that helps them learn to adjust to driving without
limbs in a virtual setting that parallels real driving experiences. Patients can also quantify their ability to qualify with weapons, using
a Firearms Training Simulator that puts them on a “virtual range” using 9 mm and M-4 replicas.
Other strengthening and physical therapy tools include a treadwall and a 21-foot climbing tower, a track, and a natatorium with a
six-lane pool. They also have access to a Flowrider, which is similar to a wave machine that helps promote balance, strength,
motivation and confidence.
After the tour, we attended a reception at Post 2 in honor of National President Carlene Ashworth’s official visit to Texas. Members
of the 20th District did an outstanding job hosting the reception!
The next day, we toured the VA Medical Centers in San Antonio and Kerrville, where we learned about the types of services being
offered to our veterans, and improvements that were being made to the facilities. We thoroughly enjoyed visiting one-on-one with
our veterans.
Congratulations to our Leadership Committee for presenting a very informative leadership school at our Mid-Winter Conference.
We learned about how to contact local newspapers, how to support our troops through Family Readiness Groups, flag etiquette and
traditions, Unit and Department finances, and Constitution and Bylaws. In addition, we learned how to fold pocket flags that are sent
to our deployed troops so that they can carry a piece of our country in their pockets, a recap of our VA&R program, and information
regarding the new Consolidated Unit Report and the new procedural changes in processing membership.
On Monday, February 14, we invite you to join us at the Waco and Temple VA Medical Centers to participate in their National Salute
to Veterans programs, where we will have an opportunity to pay tribute to our hospitalized veterans. The annual National Salute to
Veterans program allows us to say thank you to our veterans who are cared for every day in our VA medical centers, outpatient
clinics, domiciliaries, and nursing homes.
Also in February, I am looking forward to attending the 9th District Junior Auxiliary
meeting in Rosenburg, the State Oratorical Contest in Brenham, and Sons of The
American Legion National Commander David Dew’s Homecoming in Plano.
Don’t forget to remember those you love on Valentine’s Day.
For God and Country,
Diana King
Department President
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Chaplain’s Corner
This is a continuation of last month’s commentary by Past National Chaplain Norris A. Keirn’s on
“How to Be an Effective Chaplain.”

As citizens of the United States, our First Amendment right prohibits Congress from making
any law constituting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise of religion.
You and I have raised our hand and taken a sacred oath to protect and assure that this
endowment of freedom will be offered to each and every citizen of these great United States.
Many of us have also served and fought to offer and assure the privilege to other global
citizens. Wherever tyranny has been defeated, this freedom has been offered.
It is important in our role as “Chaplain” that we serve at the forefront of the defense of and the
respect for freedom of religion. While each of us is sectarian at one point or another in our
personal beliefs and convictions, it can never be our purpose to force our personal convictions
on others. We must remember when we are in a Legion setting; we are called to perform
services to a captive audience. To perpetuate our personal beliefs in such a setting would be a
violation of what we have taken an oath to protect. We are a non-sectarian organization that
respects all expressions of faith.
There is a distinct difference between a Legion Post and a place of worship. A place of worship
is sectarian. The label on the door post informs individuals what they may be in for before they
enter. We even fine tune these expressions of faith by stating what flavor of a particular faith
you will find inside such as Presbyterian or Catholic, Orthodox or Reformed, Sunni or Shite, etc.
When it comes to labels and definitions, religious people seem to have no end in defining or
redefining their sect.
A Legion Post does not exist for the expression of a particular faith or sect. Nor is it a place to
evangelize or proselytize. The Post exists to show divine respect to any and all expressions of
faith. This expression is left to the beliefs of the individual Legionnaire. Remember our dog
tags offered a variety of labels as we each chose, but one country for which we all served.
So it is with our service with the American Legion.
For most people this difference is obvious, yet for some persons of deep convictions the
boundaries can often get confused. One may assume that all people hold or should hold the
same beliefs that she or he does. Common dress or mannerisms does not mean that everyone
shares the same beliefs. Even in the smallest communities across the country there are often
found more than one house of worship.
To be continued in next month’s Chaplains Corner.
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The Texas Voices of Veterans Oral History Program
Fellow Legionnaires,
The Texas Voices of Veterans Oral History Program was created as a means to honor our Texas
veterans and preserve their stories for posterity. One need not be Audie Murphy or Sgt. York to
have a story to tell. In fact, every interview we conduct with a Texas veteran will be saved in the
archives of the Texas General Land Office along with documents that bear the names of heros
such as David Crockett, Jim Bowie, Sam Houston, and Stephen F. Austin.
All veterans interviewed will also receive free copies of the interview on CDs as well as a nice
letter and certificate from Commissioner Jerry Patterson in a commemorative binder.
As a fellow Legionnaire (commander of Post 911 in Cedar Park) I’m asking you to please
spread this word to your membership. This program finds almost all of its interviews through
word-of-mouth and referrals by family and friends. Our focus has been on WWII and Korean
War veterans, but we interview veterans of all ages, dates of service, branch of service, and
state of origin.
Here is our latest newsletter. Please read it to learn more about this program and feel free to
pass it around.
http://www.glo.texas.gov/vlb/_publications/vov-newsletter-winter-2010.pdf
Our website with some of our previous interviews can be found at - www.voicesofveterans.org
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.
Semper Fidelis,
James Crabtree
Commander, American Legion Hunter-Morris Memorial Post 911
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Do you have an article or
announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please review the
submission guidelines available at
www.txlegion.org/legion_times
All submissions must be received by
the 20th of every month to
appear in the following issue.

