Message from the Auxiliary President
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY to each of you – thank you for your service!
Wasn’t our Mid-Winter Conference a wonderful weekend? I appreciate
the opportunity to have shared information about the ALA accomplishments so far this year in our VA&R program with your VA&R committee.
Our MardiGras theme was great fun along with the Cancer Research
Art Bras you saw in the hall. As y’all know our information is combined
with your consolidated reports and it all goes to Congress as a report
of what our family of organizations accomplish for our veterans – our
hours and our funds.
Gnuts, how grateful we are for your generous donation to the Cancer
Research program! And Gnut banquet attendees, you gave from your
hearts and gave in honor of cancer survivors and cancer victims – I
thank you. It was an unforgettable night that I will always treasure as a
special memory of this year I have shared with all of you.
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DEC of The American Legion, on behalf of the Auxiliary, we thank you
for your desire to continue to work together with the ALA as a family as
evidenced by your vote. We know that with your efforts and ours our
organizations will not only grow but thrive.
I hope you had the opportunity to meet one of our memorial paper
poppy makers Gene Autry Phillips from the Temple VA. You saw our
recognition for his many years of creating our paper poppies to distribute as we raise funds for and awareness of the needs of our veterans.
January was a busy month as TAL Commander Dan and I toured the
Waco, Temple, and Lufkin VAMCs. We also participated in the 22nd
District Membership Coffee tour to close out the month of January
along with sharing MidWinter Conference with all of you.
Coming up in February I look forward to attending the 5th District
Prayer Breakfast, visiting Unit 368 and being at TAL Texas Oratorical
finals. I am confident that our Texas winner will go on to do well at
National and come home to Texas a winner! I will be at the Washington
DC Conference and I will be attending Detachment Commander Jeff’s
homecoming in Marshall. I look forward to seeing some of you at all of
these events.
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I hope you have already planning on the doing something special this
month as we celebrate Valentines for Veterans and honor their service
– and yours. A great day to just go to a nursing home and shake hands
with veterans that don’t get many visitors and let him or her know they
are not forgotten and we appreciate their service. They enjoy seeing the
ALA and our Juniors but it is extra-special when a comrade makes that
special gesture for them.
My song for February is “Have I Told you Lately” and some of the lyrics
are:
“Have I told you lately that I love you? Have I told you there’s no one
else above you. You fill my heart with gladness, take away all my sadness...Ease my troubles that’s what you do. For the morning sun, in all
its glory, greets the day with hope and comfort too. You fill my life with
laughter and somehow you make it better – Ease my troubles - that’s
what you do…And at the end of the day we should give thanks and pray
to the One, to the One.”
I hope that our veterans feel that way about the ALA – including all of
you. Have we told you lately that we love all of you and Thank each and
every one of you for your sacrifices and your service? Well, I’m telling
you now! For our hospitalized veterans and our military: that we can
ease their troubles, fill their life with love and laughter and just make it
better.
Serving with a Song in my Heart, in the Spirit of Service not Self
For God and Country,
Marty Peters 						
2012 – 2013
State President American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Texas

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the
American Legion Department of Texas
Member of:
American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.
Texas Press Association.
The Legion Times is published online
12 times a year by the American
Legion, Department of Texas
2

2 01 2-201 3 DEPARTMENT O FFI CERS
Dan Corbin, Department Commander
Lynn Sparks, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer
Bryan Coleman, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Jerry Tatman, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Donald Toohey, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
JG Garza, Immediate Past Department Commander
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Alan Robart, 1st Division Commander
John Palasota, 2nd Division Commander
George Solis, 3rd Division Commander
Ruber Banks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS
Lerory Anderson, 1st District Commander
Leaman Laws, 2nd District Commander
Michael Croson, 3rd District Commander
David Harvey, 4th District Commander
Jeff Perkins, 5th District Commander
John Hince, 6th District Commander
Everett Ison, 7th District Commander
Patrick Yancey, 8th District Commander
Glen Moody, 9th District Commander
Al Banzer, 10th District Commander
John Rogers, 11th District Commander
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander
James Carminati, 13th District Commander
Reno Reiley, 14th District Commander
Noe Alvarado, 15th District Commander
Richard Britton, 16th District Commander
James Smith, 17th District Commander
William Dannheim, 18th District Commander
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander
Lloyd Buckmaster, 20th District Commander
Johnnie Washburn, 21st District Commander
John Osborne, 22nd District Commander
Jerome Iltis, 23rd District Commander

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement corresponding captions, and/or name of the
to share with the rest of the Department of
photographer if necessary.
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file You can help us greatly here by simply running
as the same name of the article, so we can
your spell check function in your word
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it processing program.
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if
you are just forwarding it to us.
• E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue.

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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2013 Midwinter Sweepstakes Winners
The Midwinter Sweepstakes drawing was held on January 18, 2013 at the Omni Hotel in Austin.
Congratulations’ to the following winners:
Grand Prize		
$10,000.00
Second Prize		
$5000.00
Third Prize		
$2500.00
Fourth Prize		
$1500.00
Fifth Prize		
$1000.00
Sixth Prize		$500.00
Seventh Prize		$500.00
Eighth Prize		
$100.00
Ninth Prize		
$100.00
Tenth Prize		$100.00
Eleventh Prize
$100.00
Twelfth Prize		
$100.00
Thirteenth Prize
$100.00

Mario Cruz		
San Antonio		
Post 345
Tony Derkowski Jr New Caney		
Post 615
Beulah Mersiovsky Katy			
Unit 654
Richard Kolterman Lyford			
Post 345
Richard Holgin
San Antonio		
Post 472
J Brittain		Lufkin			Post 113
Joe Marusik		Sealy			Post 442
Paul Borchardt
Amarillo		
Post 54
Dorothy Nell		
Saint Hedwig		
Unit 245
Dean Morgan		Dallas			Post 453
Donald McCarty
Weatherford		
Post 345
Lorene Malbrough Beaumont		
Post 817
Bernard Nurre Jr
Sherman		
Post 29

Winners are posted in the February and August monthly issue of the Legion Times immediately after the drawing and can be found at www.txlegion.org.

V.I.P. TOUR – NEW ORLEANS!
Voted “BEST ATTRACTION IN THE SOUTH” – AAA Magazine, July 2012
HIGHLIGHTS:
•

V.I.P. tour of the new US FREEDOM PAVILION: THE BOEING CENTER

•

Experience FINAL MISSION: The USS Tang Submarine Experience

•

Experience Beyond All Boundaries, the 4-D film produced by Tom Hanks

•

Enjoy fine dining experiences with Chef John Besh and Chef Emeril Lagasse

•

Deluxe hotel accommodations, tours, meals with wine & V.I.P. treatment

•

Dance to jazz aboard the authentic Steamboat Natchez

•

Private tour of the Museum’s collections

PRICE:
•

$1445 per person (double occupancy)

•

$290 (single room supplement, if traveling alone)

•

Tracking code: 2L13
For more information call 1-877-813-3329 x.257,
visit www.ww2museumtours.org or email travel@nationalww2museum.org

WWII Museum History & Heritage Ad Half Pg Legion Times.indd 1

1/18/13 12:03 PM
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Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us
The coin that honors all American Veterans
This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore

“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic…………..”

Who should own the Vetcoin?
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veterans from all branches of service, both men and women,
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases
and abroad ships around the world.

Perfect Memento
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events,
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served honorably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to
be passed down from generation to generation.

Giving Back
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin
will be used for scholarship awards to children and dependents of those veterans killed in action or permanently disabled.

About the coin
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and
joined together with a ribbon representing those who
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the
five Armed Services of the United States.

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense

Chaplains Corner
Most of us are familiar with the story of the Four Chaplains that dates back to February 3, 1943 when four chaplains of varying
denominations gave their lives so that others may live after the transport ship they were on was torpedoed and sunk by a German
U-Boat during WW II. This epic story gave rise to many interpretations as to its meaning for us today.
It reminds us of the Biblical passage, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” The Chapel of
Four Chaplains has adopted as it’s signature motto, “Unity Without Conformity,” based on the interdenominational aspects of this
incident. Nothing could personify more the dedication these men had for “God and Country.” Less we forget, their names are: Rev.
George L. Fox; Rabbi Alexander B. Goode; Rev. Clark V. Poling; and Father John P. Washington.
Throughout the history of our country, dedicated men and women of the Armed Forces of the United States have shown incredible
heroism and bravery in the defense of our country and their attempt to bring peace to the world. Our brothers and sisters-in-arms, be
they soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, reservists or guardsmen, deserve our deepest respect and gratitude for the service they gave,
then as now.
May we, as Legionnaires all, re-dedicate ourselves to serve God and Country and reflect upon the concluding prayer at this year’s
Mid-Winter Joint Memorial Service:
Through God’s grace, He has shown us what we ought to be, what we can be and what we will be – if we will but make His way our
way.
The Lord has called us to service. May He show us His purpose for our lives. Though it be difficult, make us long to follow it. May He
give us the courage to persevere until we have reached the goal He has set for us. May He send us out as His messengers, to hearts
without a home, to lives without love, to the crowds without a guide. May He send us to the children whom none has blessed, to the
famished whom none has visited, to the fallen whom none has lifted, to the bereaved whom none has comforted.
May the Lord kindle His flame on the altars of our hearts that others may be warmed thereby; may He cause His light to shine in our
souls that others may see the way. May He keep our sympathies and insight ready, our wills keen and our hands quick to help our
brothers, sisters and comrades in need – all to the glory of His name. Amen.
Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2012-2013
www.texaschaplains.org

NEW ORLEANS

HISTORY & HERITAGE
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See the Museum’s Private Collection–
Combined with the Treasures of New Orleans
“Best of the South Attraction” - AAA South 2012 Collection
Highlights Include:
• 3 nights at deluxe French Quarter Hotel
• All meals (except 1 night to dine on your
own)
• Transportation throughout the program
• Exclusive private tour of artifacts & arms –
not displayed on exhibit
• Exclusive private tour of the Museum
galleries, and off-sight vehicle & aircraft
warehouse
• Enjoy Tom Hanks’ special 4 D film - Beyond
All Boundaries

• Mississippi Paddle wheel dinners Cruise
aboard the Natchez
• Dining at popular restaurants presented
by Chef John Besh and Chef Emeril Lagasse
• New Orleans city tour with certified guide
• Free time to explore, shop and relax
Price:
• $1495 per person (double occupancy)
• $ 290 (single room supplement, if traveling
alone)

For more information call 1-877-813-3329 x.257,
visit www.ww2museumtours.org or email travel@nationalww2museum.org
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A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.
The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.
Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.
The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.
Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.

24177
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

GET UPDATED!
More than 165,000 subscribers
now receive the American Legion’s

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER!
News • Features • Interviews • Photo Galleries
Exclusive Videos • Interactive Features • Reunions

YOU’RE JUST A CLICK AWAY!
Go to www.legion.org and click on “Get Updated!”

From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com

