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Do you have an article or
announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please send all
submissions to
times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month
and it will appear in the
following issue

The Mid-Winter Conference at the Omni hotel in Austin
concluded on Sunday January 29th. The Texas Heroes Hiring
Fair was very successful. Approximately 250 Veterans had
access to 70 employers that had job openings to fill. The
resume’ workshop was well attended and provided valuable
information on how to get the attention of potential employers.
On Thursday and Friday, Legion members contributed new
ideas and new solutions at the committee meetings. The
National Commander’s Awareness walk was well attended
and attracted media attention. The Fox TV station in Austin
aired coverage of the walk and interviews of the National
Commander and the Nation Auxiliary President. On Saturday,
Past National Commander John Brieden presented training
sessions covering “Leadership” and “The Legion Legacy”. Past
Department Commander John McKinny was joined by Legislative Chairman Will Martin to highlight issues in the upcoming
Texas Legislature.
In the January Legion Times I reported that The Department had purchased 20,000 door
hangers. There is one for expired members who wish to rejoin and one for potential new
members that includes the application on the back. In order to prepare for the Mid-Winter
Conference, I counted out a box of each door hanger. Using rubber bands, I created packs
of 50 each to give to the District Commanders. In the process, I determined that each box
has about 2,150 hangers. Then I remembered Bill West had bought 20,000 each. Your Post
may order the hangers from the Department of Texas for soliciting new members and for
revitalizations. On the National website, Indianapolis Post 510, reported on their recent
success in membership growth and how they used door hangers:
“Legion volunteers walked around neighborhoods and any home they saw flying a U.S. flag
or a vehicle with a veteran sticker or plate, we knocked on the door. If no one answered, we
left a door hanger that provided instructions on how to join.”
When you visit your expired members to ask them to rejoin, you can also leave door hangers
for potential new members. I hope to contact major retail businesses such as Walmart,
HEB, etc. and obtain permission to leave the new member hangers on cars in parking lots.
You may also ask the local manager for permission.
The 2017 membership year has begun. Now is the time to begin a spring push to keep the
renewals coming and add to our new members. Please help the American Legion to grow
the membership.
Thank you for all you do for the good of the Legion.
Walter Ivie
Department Commander
2016-2017
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9 February is a red letter day in Texas for all Vietnam veterans. Look at your calendars
and see if you can make a trip to College Station to take part in a film followed by a
panel of combat journalists and retired military. The George Bush Presidential Library
and Museum and KBTX-TV are sponsoring the offering at 630 p.m.
“We Can’t Forget: Vietnam” is open to the public for free but RSVP’s are requested at
979 691-4014 or reservations.bush@nara.gov as soon as possible. Identify yourself as
a veteran and plan on being in Aggieland to start the month off on an excellent historic
note.
HINTS FROM HINCE: 1% of the current population will see service in our military. I
don’t know how you feel about that but I want our sons and grandchildren to know
about that nation a long way from the Lone Star State and the heroes who died there.
Try to join us on the 9th.
In addition, if you live in Dallas or Austin, check on-line with the other Presidential
Libraries. They have great programs!
Oratorical contests are high on Legion calendars in February. President’s Day (February
20th) will see our Division Winners at Bryan Post 159 for the State competition. Having
already been to and read about contests across the state this 2017 season, I am
confident we will have yet another great contestant to go forth to National.
Thanks (again!) to Barbara Hemmer of Brenham for Chairing the State Oratorical
Program and to Commander Steve Kim of Post 159 for hosting the State competition.
HINTS FROM HINCE: If your Post did not have a contest this year, ask your Division
Oratorical Chair for some help in planning to have one next year. There are some very
talented students out there at public, private, coop and home schools and we have a
super scholarship program to offer them.
Memorial Day is on a Monday this year and now is the time to plan for your community
program. As soon as you have plan, send them to me and we can get the word out…
people in Texas love anything veteran!
HINTS FROM HINCE: Some communities work with other veteran groups for combined
celebrations. Some Posts have traditions that others could take and make their own.
Texas has some wonderful speakers too but we need to share the news!
Thanks to the ROTC program, the Hince men made it easy on their parent’s checkbook
in their Aggie careers. For students who do not want to go this route, the American
Legion offers scholarships in many areas to include thru our Americanism programs.
HINTS FROM HINCE: Ask for a volunteer to work on getting information together on
monies that can be found thru Boys and Girls State, Oratorical, Junior Shooters etc. In
addition, some Posts offer their own scholarships.
Share your ideas and information!
God Bless
Gerry Hince
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement
to share with the rest of the Department of
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guidelines for submissions.
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf).
• Save your article with a proper file name so
we can easily recognize it.
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better)
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so
we can track them along with your article.

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding
captions, name of the photographer, etc.
• Please spell check everything! Especially
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by
simply running your spell check function in
your word processing software.
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in
the following issue. This way we have plenty
of time to work with in case we need to clarify
anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Update from TEXALPA
Dear Post Family,
It’s a new year and with that comes new growth and continued
success in our American Legion organization.
At January’s Mid Winter conference in Austin, there was much
discussion as to the information about our organization being
easily accessible and relevant. As a small business owner, I have
found that when it comes to doing research for my clients, I only
search what is easy, what I know has the information or what I
have been taught. Why? Because I don’t like searching on sites
that I am not familiar with and I don’t have time to waste my
clients time. When I want information, I should know exactly
where to go and how to gather what I need in a timely and
procifient manner. Why I am telling you this you ask?
As the TEXALPA President, I have found that Department has
done a great job at doing their best to make it easy for our
Legionnaires to obtain information from Department’s website.
It’s not all there but still but it continues to improve with
knowledge and experience. Awesome job Legionnaires! Now,
as an Auxiliary member, that is not the case. When I go to my
Department website, there is not much information . Yes, there
are a handful of forms available to me but more often than not,
they are not the ones I need. Instead, I have to go to the National
ALA website which can be tricking to navigate, sign in, and search
to get the information. I have to sign in for the most valuable
information needed such as membership informaiton and plans
of action. It’s not easy and at times I have found myself getting
frustrated because it delays me in getting back to my Units. As
a District President, I can’t give up so easily but, if I were new to
this organization or if I wasn’t in a leasership role, I would give
up. It’s too hard and it should be easy. Think of all the people who
have made it to our home pages only to find that more effort on
their part in needed to get the information they need. Allowing our
members access to informaiton is crutial and we must recognize
that if it’s not easy for our members, or the general public, to
access basic information about who we are, what we do and why
we matter, they won’t go past the home page.
Now, with that being said, how do we make it easy for people to
find out who we are, what we do, why we matter and keep their
attention after getting them to our site. We do it by optimizing
visual content with relevant links. We have to create “gateways”
to more valuable content in order to increase our reach and visibility. It has to be easy! Some of us, myself included, have
forgotten that technology is easy for some but not for others. We
are an aging organizaiton and can’t afford to leave anyone behind
so making it easy is the only option.

Unit, Squadron or Chapter makes to not only get information to
your members, but to inform those who are not members and
may be interested in our mission.
So now you can ask, why is the TEXALPA President telling us all
this when we all have Public Relations committees? The Purpose
of TEXALPA is to encourage our American Legion Family to
exchange ideas, work together to promote the development of
local newsletters and public relations activities, strive to
communicate the goals of the American Legion Family and
recognize achievements through the publication awards. In order
to promote the purpose and programs of the American Legion,
Post Families must work together; communicate both internally
and externally, with the highest of standards, to carry out the
objectives of the American Legion.
Since many our Post Families work hard to promote our great
organization through publications, websites and social media,
they should have continuous support and be recognized for
their efforts. If your Post, Unit, Squadron or Chapter is doing this
already, we need you. We want you!
Membership in TEXALPA is crucial to our organization. Membership
is open to those American Legion Family members in good standing
and to other organizations allied with public relations, publications,
and news services that are charged with communicating the
American Legion’s message. Membership in TEXALPA is only $5 per
year. I encourage our Post Families to join this organization so that
we may continue to share our successes with our members and so
that we may continue to be the voice of our Nation’s veterans, active
duty military and our military families.
The 2017 TEXALPA Award submissions are due May 15, 2017. If
you are a member and wish to submit and be recognized for your
and/or your Post , Unit, Squadron or Chapter’s work, please see
the TEXALPA Contest Rules on the TEXALPA page at txlegion.org.
Thank you for your years of service to my American Legion Family.
If you have any questions about TEXALPA or contest submissions,
please feel free to contact me at (817) 371-9762 or
texalpa.president@gmail.com
For God & Country,
Rachael M. Watson
TEXALPA President

For most of our Post Families, social media has been a great
way to reach people and keep members informed with little to
no effort. Since social media is easier to navigate, it’s easier to
update headlines, share relevant information and ask questions.
Think about it this way, I have a facebook page and if something
is important or informative to me, I share it. Once I share it, those
who follow me can have the opportunity to read, comment and/
or share. The only effort on my part was the share button. Having
a social media site can be one of the best decisisons your Post,
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Anderson-Roberts Post 283 Recieves
Home Depot Foundation Community Impact Award
Bonham, Texas, February 4, 2017 - The American Legion, Anderson-Roberts Post 283, has been
awarded a grant by the The Home Depot Foundation - Community Impact Awards in the
amount of $3,000.
This grant will be used to upgrade the facilities, orginally built over 50 years ago. Some of the
upgrades include interior remodeling and new flooring for the meeting/social hall.
Post 283 was orginally chartered in Bonham in 1921 and currently has a combined membership
ofover 200 Legionnaires, American Legion Auxiliary, Sons ofthe American Legion and American
Legion Riders.
The mission of The American Legion, the
world’s largest veterans organization, is to
educate, promote and inform our community,
it’s veterans and familes of:
• Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
programs and facilities.
• National Security Issues
• Americanism Programs
• Children and Youth Programs

The labor for improvements to the facility will be accomplished by American
Legion volunteers and members of the
community.
The Home Depot Foundation offers
grants to IRS-registered 501c designated organizations and tax-exempt public service agencies in
the U.S. that are using the power of volunteers to improve the physical health of their community.
Grants are given in the form of The Home Depot gift cards for the purchase oftools, materials, or
services. Since 1981, The Home Depot Foundation has made a commitment to give back to the
communities to help our nation’s veterans and their respective communities across the country.
Media Contact:
Tim Hickman
Past Post Commander 903-583-4910
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Chaplain’s Corner
This month’s column is my own perspective on the
Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion.
What prompted this article was a comment made by a fellow
Legion Chaplain that he would not accept an application
from an otherwise qualifying veteran for membership unless
he believed in God. Needless to say, that’s quite a controversial
position to take. A belief in God is not a requirement for
membership in the Legion – one need only have served in
the Armed Forces of the United States during wartime and
was discharged under honorable conditions.
But it got me to thinking. The statement probably stems
from the beginning phrase of the Legion’s Preamble to
its Constitution, “For God and Country...” as being our
purpose or even one of our purposes. However, a closer
reading of the Preamble doesn’t say that.
In my analysis, I start with the following premise: As members
of The American Legion “we associate ourselves together”
for the ten specifically enumerated purposes set forth in the
Preamble:
1. To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of
America;
2. To maintain law and order;
3. To foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism
4. To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in the
great wars;
5. To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state
and nation;
6. To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;
7. To make right the master of might;
8. To promote peace and goodwill on earth;
9. To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice ,
freedom and democracy; and

Not once is God’s name
mentioned as one of the
purposes for which we
associate ourselves. So,
where does God and Country
come in?
My thought is, as Legionnaires,
by associating ourselves for
the purposes set forth in the Preamble, we are serving God
and Country. In other words, the purposes in doing what
we do is to be in service “For God and Country,” and one
need not believe in God to be in His service. Belief in God
might be an extra bonus, but not mandated by our
membership requirements.
This interpretation presents a wonderful irony:
Legionnaires who are faithful to the Preamble and are
atheists nonetheless serve God, whether they want to
or not! Now is that an awesome God who can do that, or
what? That’s leadership!
Humor aside, the point is not to alienate ourselves from
one another due to differences in religious beliefs. We are
all Legionnaires associated in a common cause united by
specific purposes in service for God and Country. Better to
focus upon veterans’ issues and those matters that affect
our national security, children and youth, and to cultivate
Americanism throughout the land. By doing so, the rest
will take care of itself.
Harvey H. Klee
National Chaplain 2016-2017
Department Chaplain 2016-2017
www.texaschaplains.org

10. To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to
mutual helpfulness.
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LOCAL LEGIONNAIRES CONDUCT POW/MIA CEREMONY
FORT WORTH – Members of American Legion Post and Auxiliary Unit 626 performed a special POW/MIA remembrance ceremony at the
Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo during Military Appreciation Day, Monday, Jan. 30, 2017. The observance was part of a “Welcome Home!”
banquet hosted by rodeo officials at the Round Up Inn in the Amon Carter Exhibits Bldg. of the Will Rogers complex to honor all Vietnam Era
veterans.
The Legion Family effort was coordinated and directed by Auxiliary
member Christine Willesen who also narrated the ceremony.
Other Legionnaires who took part included: Post 626 Cmdr. Arthur
McAvoy, Vice Cmdr. Jeff Anderson, Finance Officer Wayne Oliver,
Historian Bruce Zielsdorf and Post 626 member Clint Willesen.
Legion Auxiliary Unit 626 participants included Treasurer and
Historian Harriet Wright, Executive Committee member Rita
Anderson, and Unit 626 member Donna Oliver.
The American Legion Post and Auxiliary Unit 626 Family was
honored to have Air Force (Ret.) Lt. Col. John Yuill place an empty
chair at the POW/MIA table to conclude the ceremony. The
chair – draped in a black POW/MIA banner – represented those
service members yet unaccounted for in all American conflicts.
For months, Colonel Yuill and his crew were prisoners of war
in Hanoi after their B-52 bomber was shot down over North
Vietnam during Linebacker II – a December 1972 bombing
campaign.

GATHERING TO REMEMBER – Legionnaires from Post 626 stand silent after
placing wheel hats representing all branches of the U.S. Armed Forces. The
gesture was part of a special POW/MIA remembrance ceremony held at the
Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo on Military Appreciation Day.

PLACING THE BIBLE – Auxiliary Unit 626 member Donna Oliver places an open Bible on the
ceremonial POW/MIA remembrance table to represent the strength gained through faith to sustain
all Americans while efforts continue to account for
all service members still missing in action.

RELEASED BY & POINT OF CONTACT:
PLACING A ROSE – During the POW/MIA remembrance ceremony, American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 626 Treasurer and Historian Harriet Wright
placed a single rose in a vase as a reminder
of the families and loved ones of American
comrades-in-arms who keep the faith awaiting
their service member’s return.

PLACING A COVER – Fort Worth’s American Legion
Post 626 Vice Cmdr. Jeff Anderson places an Army
cover on a white table as part of a special POW/
MIA remembrance ceremony held at the Fort Worth
Stock Show & Rodeo during Military Appreciation
Day, Monday, Jan. 30, 2017.

Bruce Zielsdorf
American Legion Post 626 Historian
E-mail bruceznyc@gmail.com
Phone (254) 338-0333
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Mickey Mantle and Roger Maris were this Yankee fan’s favorite growing up in the
Bronx but the young men in the American Legion baseball program in Texas are
right up there with talent, good looks and great personalities. Jerome Iltis is the
Legionnaire who has stepped forward and taken baseball under his superman
cape and 2017 promises to be a great one!
Just a few facts:

• More than half of the current major league baseball players played Legion ball.
• American Legion Baseball is a key marketing secret to our Legion message
• American Legion stands behind traditional values.
• American Legion teaches the importance of sportsmanship and good health.
• Almost 4000 play AL baseball across this nation.
Get involved with American Legion baseball and make a difference!
Gerry Hince

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way
to support your favorite charitable organization
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable
organization.
Simply go to smile.amazon.com, sign into
your normal Amazon account and then type in
“American Legion Charities Inc” in the search
box when the prompt comes up. Amazon will
remember your selection, and then every eligible
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, giftwrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited time promotions that
increase the donation amount on one or more products or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable
organizations.
Please Note: Only purchases at smile.amazon.com – not at www.amazon.com or the mobile app – support any charities.

The “40 & 8” Boxcar Story
A World War One Centennial Commemoration Event

Saturday, February 18, 2017
Texas State Capitol / South Steps
Program begins at 11:00 am
Special Guest Speakers to Include:
Texas State Representative Tony Dale, Texas State Representative and
Chair of the House Defense and Veteran Affairs Committee Susan Lewis King, representatives from the American Legion
Department of Texas, Texas VFW and Forty & Eight National Commander Chef de Chemin de Fer Mark Moots
The Texas 40 & 8 Boxcar will be on Public Display
at the State Capitol for 1 day only
The 40 & 8 boxcars were used to transport American Doughboys in France during WW1. These small 20’ x 8’ rail cars
would hold either 40 men or 8 horses!
These same 40 & 8 boxcars were re-purposed after WW2 as a response to the Friendship Train of 1947. In 1949 France
sent the “Train de La Reconnaissance” or “Gratitude Train” which consisted of 49 boxcars decorated with French Coats
of Arms and each filled with gifts from the people of France.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
GRAND OPENING OF TEXAS MERCI BOXCAR ARTIFACT EXHIBIT
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER, AUSTIN, TEXAS
A selection of these artifacts will be on display at the Capitol Visitor Center with the Grand Opening of the exhibit
directly after the WW1 Centennial Commemoration Event. Items will be on display through November 2017.
For more information go to: www.texasboxcar.org

TEXAS VETERANS FREE VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE PROGRAM EXPANDED
A bill was introduced in the Texas Legislation and passed that expanded the free vehicle license plate program for Veterans last summer.
The program now includes free plates for more of the military medals that are awarded our servicemen. We encourage you to look into this as
you may now qualify. It does require you to have your DD214 to send into Texas Department of Motor Vehicles(SPB), 4000 Jackson Ave, Austin, TX
78731. This takes about 4 weeks to process. For more information call them at 512-374-5010

Prepared and
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives
than any other
There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain
your independence. Whether you need the go-anywhere protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered.

Endorsed by
Your Department of
The American Legion

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

What if you were Bob?

George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote,
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

What happens next?

They call 9-1-1 and are
admitted to the hospital

George has Emergency
Assistance Plus

Bob
does not

Both
require

George pays $0

Bob pays $16,000
Medical evacuation to a
facility that is able to
properly treat their condition

George pays $0

Medical
specialists to
monitor their
care

George pays $0

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100
Travel assistance to bring a
loved one to their bedside

George pays $0

=

George’s Total:

Bob pays $1,800
A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they
are unable to drive

$0

=

Bob’s Total:

$19,300!
40062

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for.
You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

From Your American
Legion Department

Emergency Assistance Plus®
Program
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