Message from the Commander
Six months have sped by since your new Department officers
were installed. In that six months many Legionnaires have
contributed to what has been accomplished. We began the
year with the Hurricane Harvey tragedy. The Texas Legion
family responded magnificently. With Legion help from all
over America we met the adversity - Texas style.
Our Membership Task Force has made us aware of the
need to evolve our organization to include our younger and
female veterans. This is an on-going process that includes
incorporating social media in our outreach efforts.
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The Department website has been made much more
attractive, yet helpful as always. All Posts, District and
Divisions are encouraged to submit stories, with pictures, for the website. It would be
great to post at least one new story every three days.

Message from the Commander

1

Chaplain’s Corner		

2

Hints from Hince		

4

Shot Heard ‘Round The Community:
Post 379 sponsors Jr Shooting
5
The Wall That Heals
Coming to Eastland		
Royse City LegionFest 2018

Do you have an article or
announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please send all
submissions to
times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month
and it will appear in the
following issue

6-7
7

We will shortly convene our first session of the Texas Legion College, Phase 1. This is very
basic information for new/young Legionnaires. Phase 1 will be presented three times
this year. Check txlegion.org for details. This will be done “on a shoestring” as funds were
not budgeted this year. Our vision is to offer both Phase 1 and Phase 2 next year, and to
incorporate Phase 3 the following year.
All legionnaires are encouraged to complete the ALEI Basic Course online to start their
Legion education. In the future Legionnaires will likely be required to complete the ALEI
Basic Course to be eligible to serve in leadership positions.
We have changed the formula for establishing Post Goals to ensure every Post has an
attainable membership goal.
Now the CHALLENGE!
1. Department-wide our renewal rate is approximately 65%. It must be improved.
2. Over 140 Posts have not recruited a single new member. It must be improved.
3. We must attain over 95% submission of CPR’s.
If we are going to grow as an organization each Legionnaire must do his or her part.
Are you doing your part?
For God and Country,
John Hince
Department Commander
2017-2018
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You’ve all heard the expression, “A day late and a dollar
short.” In my case, it appears I’m a month late … but
fortunately no money was lost in the process. Besides,
the Lord sets my priorities. Last month was National
Mentoring Month by Presidential Proclamation and that
ties in so well with the Fourth Pillar of The American
Legion, Children and Youth.
This is a month meant to honor all those who
continuously strive to provide young people with the resources and support they need
and deserve. The Presidential Proclamation states that by sharing their own stories and
offering guidance and advice, mentors can instill a sense of infinite possibility in the
hearts and minds of their mentees, demonstrating that with hard work and passion,
nothing is beyond their potential. Whether simply offering a compassionate ear or
actively teaching and inspiring curiosity, mentors can play pivotal roles in young
peoples’ lives.
Mentoring creates meaningful connections that can positively impact the lives of both
mentor and mentee. Those who receive mentorship are more likely to see improved
academic, social, and economic prospects. Those who mentor are able to build important
leadership and management skills, while giving back to their community.
There are 46 million young people, aged 8 - 18, living in America. 16 million of them are
growing up without a mentor. That’s one out of every three young people who, outside
of their family at home, don’t have a trusted adult who they believe they can turn to
for advice and guidance. Of those young people, 9 million face a variety of day-to-day
challenges that put them at-risk for falling off track. That means that every mentorship
matters.
Research shows students who meet regularly with their mentors are 52% less likely
than their peers to skip a day of school and 37% less likely to skip a class.
Youth who meet regularly with their mentors are 46% less likely than their peers to start
using illegal drugs and 27% less likely to start drinking.
Seventy-six percent at-risk young adults who had a mentor aspire to enroll in and graduate
from college versus half of at-risk young adults who had no mentor. They are also more likely
to be enrolled in college. Mentoring reduces “depressive symptoms” and increases “social
acceptance, academic attitudes and grades.”
Below are some of The American Legion supported programs where mentoring opportunities
are presented. What a great recruitment tool to use when getting the word out!
Boy Scouts of America - www.scouting.org
Campfire USA - www.campfireusa.org
Youth Crime Watch of America - www.ycwa.org
Girl Scouts of the USA - www.girlscouts.org
National 4-H Council - www.fourhcouncil.edu
National Family Partnership - www.nfp.org
National Youth Leadership Council - www.nylc.org
Street Law, Inc. - www.streetlaw.org
Teens, Crime, and the Community - www.ncpc.org/programs/teens-crime-and-the-community
Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2017-2018
www.texaschaplains.org
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement
to share with the rest of the Department of
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guidelines for submissions.
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf).
• Save your article with a proper file name so
we can easily recognize it.
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better)
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so
we can track them along with your article.

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding
captions, name of the photographer, etc.
• Please spell check everything! Especially
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by
simply running your spell check function in
your word processing software.
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in
the following issue. This way we have plenty
of time to work with in case we need to clarify
anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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HINTS from HINCE
March 2019 will be here before we know it and the 100th
anniversary offers us an opportunity to truly show off our
Legion.

Bottom line is Post 10 of San Antonio shared their new web
site and it is easy to use, full of information and very clean
and eye catching. Thank you to Bob Matsden for sharing!

The 100th anniversary committee has requested several
times that Posts offer information on the namesake of their
Post name and his or her contribution to the War to end all
Wars. The goal was to have a document that the American
Legion of Texas 2019 could leave for the future outlining
these heroes. The response has been dismal to say the
least.

HINTS FROM HINTS: Consider a website to get the word out.
Check around and you will find there are some very good
ones out there and lots of folks who will help you get one
up!

HINTS FROM HINCE: Please contact Chair Ronnie Peach or
your PR chair (me!) and we will write the article input. ALSO
get us info if you know of Posts that were named after WWI
folks but are now deactivated.
Female veterans are no longer rare. As one of those who
came into service when we still had separate Corps in each
branch, I feel am one of those who has “been there, done
that.” I take great pride knowing that us oldies did help set
the pace for females to be integrated and also to set the
standard for all, not just females, of what it means to be a
veteran.
Having written that, let me say that recognition for the roles
females played and continue to play in our military does
exist.
WIMSA monument is at the entrance to Arlington and is a
tribute to women who served and who serve. Any female
can be part of it.
The Twenty and Four is the honor society for female veterans.
Texas has its own echelon (Chapter) and we welcome new
members. Past Commander Lynn Sparks is a past Director
as are Connie Jo Poplin and Glenda Simons. The current
Director is Sheryll A. Jones, Vice Commander of 22nd
District. They sponsor speakers and offer scholarships.
HINTS FROM HINCE: Contact Sheryll Jones at 832 335-8811
or vicecmdr22nd@gmail.com or me and we will get you
involved.
Websites are THE best way to keep your members up-todate or so say the media experts….provided they are kept
up to date. “They” say there is a credibility with a website
that is not necessarily found in other media sites.

The Public Relations Committee does not meet at the midwinter DEC. However, they will be sharing a new document to
help you get your entries in for the state PR awards. Thanks
to John Hafner, Lisa Dayhop and Cindi Miller for putting
together a very user friendly document.
HINTS FROM HINCE: Take the easy to use guide lines and
recognize the media that have supported you and your Post
this year. It will be shared after it is approved at the DEC.
Congrats to Post 828 and 309 for a great happening in
San Antonio! In conjunction with the Student Veterans of
America, the Posts welcomed returning veterans and aided
In their return to Texas. GOOD JOB San Antonio!
HINTS FROM HINCE: National picked right up on this great
activity and shared it in their national media. The Lone Star
state sets the pace for other states with colleges with SVA
chapters. Check with your local schools... many in Texas
have them and it is a win-win relationship!
Granbury does not project itself as the center for scuba
divers but Andy Simon of Post 491 just wrote a great article
about an underground posting of colors he headed.
We have sent it on to National and hope to read about it in
the near future!
HINTS FROM HINCE: Email me with ideas and articles for
consideration on state and national level. In addition, if the
news gets published or online or on tv or radio...put them in
for awards!
Still serving,
Gerry Hince
Hince57@msn.com
979778-1835
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The Shot Heard ‘Round the Community, State and Nation

Hurst Euless Bedford Post 379 Sponsors Its First Ever Junior Shooting Sports Program
Submitted by Joseph Campbell, Post 379 Historian

The American Legion Junior Shooting Sports Program is
a gun safety, education and marksmanship program that
encompasses the basic elements of safety, education,
enjoyment and competition. Shooters, both male and
female who are 18 years old and younger, use the .177
(4.5mm) caliber air rifle. Disabled youth are encouraged to
participate as competitive shooting is a sport that creates an
equal playing field. The program consists of three phases
which are the Basic Marksmanship Course, Qualification
Awards and Air Rifle Competition.
The Basic Marksmanship Course teaches gun safety and
marksmanship fundamentals using short lectures and discussions followed by hands-on exercises. Basic Marksmanship
Course graduates participate in Qualification Award activities
in order to continue improving their skills by enrolling in air-rifle
qualification courses provided by the National Rifle Association
and Civilian Marksmanship Programs. The Air Rifle Competition
consist of the Individual Precision, Individual Sporter, and
four-person team categories. Precision rifles are any type of
.177 pneumatic, spring air, compressed air or CO2 rifle with
a muzzle velocity of 600 feet per second or less, and Sporter
rifles are basic low cost, entry-level rifles without specialized
modifications.
The Individual Precision and Sporter Air Rifle Competitions
are 3-position (prone, sitting, and standing) tournaments.
After the first match, which occurs at the post level,
targets are submitted to an American Legion designated
evaluator for judging in order to determine state and/or
reginal champions who are then advance to the national
qualification round. An overwhelming majority of post-level
matches never physically occur at a post due to the post
not having a firing range at its location. Instead, competitors

engage American Legion designated targets at their home ranges
and these targets are certified by an individual appointed by
the post before they are submitted for judging. After the
national qualification round, which also occurs at the post
level, targets are again submitted for judging to determine
who will earn an all-expense paid trip to compete in the
shoulder-to-shoulder national championship at the USA
Shooting range facilities located at the Olympic Training
Center in Colorado Springs. First place champions win a
$5,000 scholarship and second place champions win a
$1,000 scholarship.
The four-person team tournament consists of two matches
(state and nationals) that occur at the post level. Each team
is selected from the top four scoring first match targets in
the Individual Precision Competition and top four scoring first
match targets from the Individual Sporter Competition. These
targets are submitted for judging in order to determine
state champions who are then advanced to the national
round. There are no team competitions in Colorado Springs.
The Post 379 Junior Shooting
Sports team is comprised of
members of the Birdville High
School JROTC Air Rifle Team in
North Richland Hills. Its adult
leader is U.S. Army Captain
(Retired) George Jons (pictured
right), who is also a member of
Post 379. In its 50-year history,
the post has never affiliated a
Junior Shooting Sports Program. The post and the team
both look forward to a long and
rewarding relationship.
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THE WALL THAT HEALS IS COMING TO EASTLAND

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Replica Wall and Mobile Education Center
spreads healing legacy of The Wall and educates about the impact of the Vietnam War

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Wall That Heals, a replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, along with a mobile Education Center, is coming to
EASTLAND on APRIL 12-15 at next to Farmers & Merchants Bank, 930 E Main St and will be open 24 hours a day and free to the public.
The Wall That Heals honors the more than three million Americans who served in the U.S. Armed forces in the Vietnam War and it bears the
names of the more than 58,000 men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam.
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is one of the most visited memorials in our nation’s capital, with more than 5.3 million visitors each year.
However, many Americans have not been able to visit what has become known to many as “The Wall.” The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund
(VVMF), the organization that built The Wall in 1982, wants to give all veterans and their family members across America an opportunity to
see the Memorial.
“VVMF is pleased to bring The Wall That Heals mobile exhibit to Eastland to allow local veterans and their family members a chance to
visit The Wall and honor and remember those who have served and sacrificed,” said Jim Knotts, president and CEO of VVMF. “We hope
it provides an opportunity for healing and an educational experience for the whole community on the impact of the Vietnam War on
America.”
More than 250,000 people visited The Wall That Heals in 2016. Since its debut in 1996, the exhibit has been on display in nearly 500
U.S. communities in addition to an April 1999 tour of the Four Provinces of Ireland and a visit to Canada in 2005. Hosting The Wall That
Heals provides a community with a multi-day experience that includes an educational experience for local schools and organizations on
the history of the Vietnam era and The Wall. The exhibit includes The Wall replica and a mobile Education Center comprised of: digital
displays of photos of service members whose names are on The
Wall; letters and memorabilia representative of items left at The
Wall in D.C.; a map of Vietnam and a chronological overview of
the Vietnam War. The exhibits tell the story of the Vietnam War,
The Wall and the era surrounding the conflict, and are designed
to put American experiences in Vietnam in a historical and cultural
context.
VVMF coordinates local stops of The Wall That Heals and the
accompanying mobile Education Center. The current schedule
and more information can be found at: www.thewallthatheals.
org. The 2018 national The Wall That Heals tour is hauled
through a partnership with the Truckload Carriers Association
(TCA) and the trucking industry and generously sponsored by
USAA. The Wall That Heals is being sponsored locally by the
Eastland County Museum, the City of Eastland and Farmers &
Merchants Bank. Additional sponsors are welcome.
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THE WALL THAT HEALS
(continued)

About the half-scale replica
The replica Wall is approximately 250 feet in length, and like the original Memorial is erected
in a chevron-shape. The replica is constructed of powder-coated aluminum, supported by an
aluminum frame, and is made up of 24 individual panels, each containing six columns of
names.
The names on The Wall That Heals replicate the names on The Wall in Washington, D.C.
As on The Wall, the names are listed alphabetically by day of casualty. Beginning at the
center/apex, the names start on the East Wall (right-hand side) working their way out to
the end of that wing, picking up again at the far end of the West Wall (left-hand side) and
working their way back in to the center/apex. Thus, the beginning and ending of the conflict are joined at the center, signifying an epoch in American history.
The Wall That Heals is transported from community to community by a trailer with cases
built into its sides, allowing it to serve as a mobile Education Center that tells the story of
the Vietnam War, The Wall and the divisive era in American history.
About VVMF and the Education Center at The Wall
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) is the nonprofit organization
that built the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (The Wall) in Washington, D.C. in
1982. VVMF is dedicated to honoring and preserving the legacy of service
in America and educating all generations about the impact of the Vietnam
War and era through programs, ceremonies and education materials.
Three decades after building The Wall, the mission continues as VVMF
raises funds to build the Education Center at The Wall. The Center will
be an interactive learning facility on the National Mall where our military
heroes’ stories and sacrifice will never be forgotten. The Education Center
will feature the faces and stories of the more than 58,000 men and
women on The Wall and honor America’s Legacy of Service, including
those serving in our nation’s Armed Forces today. Time Warner is the Lead
Gift Benefactor in the campaign to build the Education Center at The Wall.
To learn more about VVMF and the future Education Center at The Wall,
visit www.vvmf.org or call 202-393-0090.

Royse City LegionFest 2018
On April 7th the Royse City American Legion Post will be hosting a kids
carnival/festival to celebrate April as the American Legion Children &
Youth month.
There will be Games, Vendors, Food Vendors, Music and Bounce Houses.
We will have fun interactive demonstrations and much more.
The American Legion is a 501C Non-Profit whose mission is to serve
and assist Veterans, support youth and to support the community.
For the kids there will be a $5 wristband that will give them access to
all of the games and bounce houses.
All proceeds from the event will go to supporting the Royse City American
Legion youth programs which include scholarships, Boy’s and Girl’s State
and more.
10
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1919 - 2019

1919 - 2019
Celebrating our 100th Anniversary of the American Legion of Texas

LAPEL PIN
1919 - 2019

1919 - 2019

SHIRTS

1919

- 2019

1919 - 2019

1919 - 2019

Garrison Cap Bag
1919 - 2019

LAPEL PIN..................$ 4.00

CHALLENGE COIN

COIN............................$ 8.00
Garment Bag...........$20.00
Garrison Cap Bag....$ 8.00
Embroidered Shirts
$36.00
MENS
SM

Corner Stone
with or without pocket

GARMENT BAG

Circle One

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________________
CITY_________________________ZIP CODE___________

MED

LARGE

XL

2XLG............................$38.00
3XLG............................$40.00
4XLG............................$42.00
LADIES $36.00
SM

MED

LARGE

XL

2XLG............................$38.00
3XLG............................$40.00
4XLG............................$42.00
Enter Quantity in box
TOTAL ITEMS CHECKED_______.
TOTAL AMOUNT ________________

Check or money order also accepted
Mail to : American Legion PO Box 140527 Austin, TX. 78714
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100th Anniversary Order Form
The American Legion is fast approaching our 100th Anniversary and
the Department of Texas has several commemorative items available
for purchase to mark this milestone!
Please
see our order form on the previous page.
1919 - 2019
Just fill out and mail to the Department Headquarters with your
check or money order and we will send the items to you.

1919 - 2019

our 100th Anniversary of the American Legion of Texas
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way
to support your favorite charitable organization
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
1919 - 2019
same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable
organization.

LAPEL PIN

2019

SHIRTS

1919

1919 - 2019

- 2019

1919 - 2019

Garrison CapSimply
Bag go to smile.amazon.com, sign into

your normal Amazon account and then type in
“American Legion Charities Inc” in the search
LAPEL PIN..................$box
4.00when the prompt comes up. Amazon will
remember your selection, and then every eligible
COIN............................$purchase
8.00
you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

1919 - 2019

NGE COIN

Garment Bag...........$20.00

Cap Bag....$
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% Garrison
of the purchase
price8.00
from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
Embroidered Shirts
$36.00
MENS

SM

Corner Stone
with or without pocket

LARGE

MED

XL

2XLG............................$38.00
3XLG............................$40.00
4XLG............................$42.00
LADIES $36.00
SM

MED

LARGE

XL

2XLG............................$38.00
The purchase
minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, giftGARMENT
BAG price is the amount paid for the item
3XLG............................$40.00
wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited time promotions that
4XLG............................$42.00
increase the donation amount on one or more products
or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable
____________________________________
Circle One

organizations.

Enter Quantity in box

TOTAL ITEMS CHECKED_______.
____________________________________
_________________ZIP
CODE___________
________________
Please Note: Only purchases
at smile.amazon.com – TOTAL
not atAMOUNT
www.amazon.com
or the mobile app – support any charities.

y order also accepted
an Legion PO Box 140527 Austin, TX. 78714

Prepared and
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives
than any other
There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain
your independence. Whether you need the go-anywhere protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered.

Endorsed by
Your Department of
The American Legion

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

What if you were Bob?

George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote,
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

What happens next?

They call 9-1-1 and are
admitted to the hospital

George has Emergency
Assistance Plus

Bob
does not

Both
require

George pays $0

Bob pays $16,000
Medical evacuation to a
facility that is able to
properly treat their condition

George pays $0

Medical
specialists to
monitor their
care

George pays $0

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100
Travel assistance to bring a
loved one to their bedside

George pays $0

=

George’s Total:

Bob pays $1,800
A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they
are unable to drive

$0

=

Bob’s Total:

$19,300!
40062

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for.
You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

From Your American
Legion Department

Emergency Assistance Plus®
Program

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

We Buy Houses!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All Cash
Fast Close
As Is (no repairs
to make)
Estate
Foreclosure
No commission to pay
Best price for
your house

Call Mike
682-351-0040

rubycoproperties.com

