Message from the Auxiliary President
On behalf of the almost 20,000 members of the American Legion
Auxiliary we extend our appreciation to the American Legion as
an organization and to each Legionnaire. We thank you for your
service to our country and we thank you for continuing the tradition
of service. Working with all of you as a family with mutual goals
makes us all more successful. I know that each unit is making
plans to celebrate our great heritage and the foresight those WWI
veterans had as they created the American Legion.
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The ALA continues to recruit and renew our membership and I,
once again, ask that you please renew or sign up your eligible
female relatives. Each Auxiliary member helps us continue the
important programs to serve our veterans, our communities, our
children and youth and our military. Dues are a very inexpensive
way of honoring the veterans in their lives and they can choose to
become involved and let their heart be warmed by the friendship
they can find in the units. Lady Legionnaires, I invite you to join
the ALA under your own service or to recognize and honor your
parent, grandparent, sibling, or son or daughter.
I was privileged to attend the State Oratorical contest in Brenham
together with TAL Commander Dan and SAL Detachment Cmdr
Jeff and their wives. It was a great experience that I will treasure.
That same weekend we also shared the Homecoming for SAL
Cmdr Jeff in Marshall. It was a fun evening with the SAL and the
Marshall Legion family.
I will be attending the ALA Washington DC Conference and will
return filled with renewed enthusiasm and ideas to implement
as will your Legion representatives, I’m sure. Please continue
to work with the ALA on our mutual programs so that Texas will
shine when the National Convention comes to Houston. August
will be here before we know it!
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March will find us in Big Spring, Lubbock and Amarillo touring the
VA Hospitals and Clinics and watching out for tumbleweeds
crossing the highways. I look forward to west Texas hospitality and
the chance to shake hands with our hospitalized veterans.
Many of you are planning your District and Division Conventions,
are focused on local elections and final donations before the
reporting year closes. Please consider the Cancer Research
program and the ALA education scholarships – we can use your
financial help, too. I look forward to seeing many of you at those
conventions as we travel down the bluebonnet lined highways of
our beautiful Texas.
My song for March is “Auxiliary of the Legion” and some of the
lyrics are:
“Auxiliary of the Legion, to thee we lend refrain. Where e’er you be
in the nation in wisdom may you reign. Carry on and strive to keep
at your command: justice, freedom, democracy, a helping hand –
Auxiliary of the Legion…every loyal we will be, Legion and Auxiliary,
to the Red and White and Blue.
We know that the ALA exists because of you and your service to
our Country. We are honored to serve beside you throughout the
year and especially when we celebrate with you the March 15 – 17
anniversary of that Paris Caucus and all the great accomplishments the Legion has made and continues to make as you serve
your comrades.
Serving with a Song in my Heart, in
the Spirit of Service not Self
For God and Country,
Marty Peters 				
		
2012 – 2013
State President American Legion
Auxiliary
Department of Texas
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Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Alan Robart, 1st Division Commander
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David Harvey, 4th District Commander
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Everett Ison, 7th District Commander
Patrick Yancey, 8th District Commander
Glen Moody, 9th District Commander
Al Banzer, 10th District Commander
John Rogers, 11th District Commander
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander
James Carminati, 13th District Commander
Reno Reiley, 14th District Commander
Noe Alvarado, 15th District Commander
Richard Britton, 16th District Commander
James Smith, 17th District Commander
William Dannheim, 18th District Commander
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement corresponding captions, and/or name of the
to share with the rest of the Department of
photographer if necessary.
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file You can help us greatly here by simply running
as the same name of the article, so we can
your spell check function in your word
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it processing program.
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if
you are just forwarding it to us.
• E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue.

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Chaplains Corner
This March, is one of the most religious months in the year 2013. It includes observances of St. Patrick’s day, the beginning of
Passover, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. It reminds us that those who have served honorably in the Armed Forces of the United
States come from a variety of national, ethnic and religious backgrounds. For us, members of the largest veterans organization
in the world, the thing that counts, the thing that matters most, is the unselfish service of those who have served honorably in the
military to preserve the ideals upon which this country was founded. It is for them and their families that The American Legion was
founded and dedicated.
In this edition of the Chaplain’s Corner, I’d like to explore the office of an American Legion Chaplain as a Corporate Officer with my
fellow Chaplains.
Many American Legion members serving as Chaplains are ordained ministers or “professional clergy.” They may tend to forget that
we, as American Legion Chaplains, are first and foremost Chaplains elected or appointed to serve the Department, Division, District
or Post in which we are a member. As such, our activities should be primarily dedicated to serving the organizational entity and the
spiritual needs of its members.
Our “mission field” is essentially internal, not external. Another way of looking at it is that our “congregation” is our membership. We
are there to provide spiritual leadership for the officers, executive committee members, commissions and other committees, as well
as the membership at large. Not that we should limit our outreach to only those within our organization, but we should not lose sight
of our primary mission as Chaplain within the Legion organization to which you belong and in service to its members.
Since this March is somewhat of an ecumenical month, in going about your mission, lat us recognize and appreciate that our
membership is composed of many faiths that follow a variety of spiritual paths. Let us be ministers to their spiritual needs and not
advocates of a particular spiritual road to follow. Listen, love and leave it to God – His judgment in these matters is far greater than
our own, as well as His understanding and compassion. Who are we to second guess Him?
Humble yourselves as Chaplains and remember, as you go about your Legion mission field, God has probably been there before you.
Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2012-1013
www.texaschaplains.org

V.I.P. TOUR – NEW ORLEANS!
Voted “BEST ATTRACTION IN THE SOUTH” – AAA Magazine, July 2012
HIGHLIGHTS:
•

V.I.P. tour of the new US FREEDOM PAVILION: THE BOEING CENTER

•

Experience FINAL MISSION: The USS Tang Submarine Experience

•

Experience Beyond All Boundaries, the 4-D film produced by Tom Hanks

•

Enjoy fine dining experiences with Chef John Besh and Chef Emeril Lagasse

•

Deluxe hotel accommodations, tours, meals with wine & V.I.P. treatment

•

Dance to jazz aboard the authentic Steamboat Natchez

•

Private tour of the Museum’s collections

PRICE:
•

$1445 per person (double occupancy)

•

$290 (single room supplement, if traveling alone)

•

Tracking code: 12LT11
For more information call 1-877-813-3329 x.257,
visit www.ww2museumtours.org or email travel@nationalww2museum.org
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Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us
The coin that honors all American Veterans
This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore

“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic…………..”

Who should own the Vetcoin?
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veterans from all branches of service, both men and women,
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases
and abroad ships around the world.

Perfect Memento
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events,
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served honorably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to
be passed down from generation to generation.

Giving Back
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin
will be used for scholarship awards to children and dependents of those veterans killed in action or permanently disabled.

About the coin
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and
joined together with a ribbon representing those who
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the
five Armed Services of the United States.

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense

Department of Texas Launches 345 Project
By M. Simon
Department Commander Dan Corbin, following the directive of National Commander James Koutz has implemented
the 345 project for the State of Texas. This project has department staff visiting the top 200 posts where post members
contact, by phone current members in their area and getting verbally permission to transfer into their local post. The
345 members are currently assigned to the Headquarters post in Austin. The local post members make calls to the 345
members and explain the programs and advantages of their local legion post. The 345 member then authorizes the
transfer and the post completes the membership data form that is then signed by both the department representative
and the post representative.
Using this program The Department of Texas has already been able to transfer from the 345 post over 300 members
into local posts. This project has been implemented in several districts with great success. The success of this program
is post participation. Texas will continue this effort to lead the way in getting the over 4000 Post 345 members into their
local posts where they can benefit both the post and community.
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

The American Legion of Texas sends 1st Division
Oratorical Winner to National Competition
By Michael Simon
The annual State Oratorical finals were held at Blinn College in Brenham Texas of February 18.
The contest had the best attendance of legionnaires, families and interested parties that this reporter has ever
seen.

Department Winner Peyton Luke with
Department Commander Dan Corbin

Department President Marty Peters with Scott Pofhal,
Drew Duggar, Peyton Luke and Joshua Upham

Each Division was represented by an outstanding orator. Each speaker has to make an 8-10 minute speech
on an aspect us the U.S. Constitution and a 3-5 minute speech on a selected assigned topic.
Division 1 was represented by Peyton Luke sponsored by Denton post 71, Division 2 sent Drew Duggar from
Dayton Post 512, the 3rd was represented by Joshua Upham sent by Austin Post 76 and the 4th Division was
represented by Scott Pofahl from Bandera Post 157. Each student is the winner of their respective division.
The American Legion Oratorical Contest exists to develop deeper knowledge and appreciation for the U.S.
Constitution among high school students. Since 1938, the program has presented participants with an
academic speaking challenge that teaches important leadership qualities, the history of our nation’s laws,
the ability to think and speak clearly, and an understanding of the duties, responsibilities, rights and privileges
of American citizenship. The program has featured numerous politicians and prominent contestants over the
years, including former president candidate Alan Keyes and anchor Lou Dobbs.
Young orators earn some of the most generous college scholarships available to high school students. Over
$138,000 in scholarships can be awarded each year. The overall national contest winner gets an $18,000
scholarship. Second place takes home $16,000, and third gets $14,000. Each department (state) winner who
is certified into and participates in the national contest’s first round receives a $1,500 scholarship. Those who
advance past the first round receive an additional $1,500 scholarship. The American Legion’s National
Organization awards the scholarships, which can be used at any college or university in the United States.
High school students under age 20 are eligible. Competition begins at the post level and advances to a state
competition. Legion department representatives certify one winner per state to the national contest, where
department winners compete against each other in two speaking rounds. The contest caps off with a final
round that decides the three top finishers.
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A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.
The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.
Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.
The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.
Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.
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From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com

