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Do you have an article or
announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please send all
submissions to
times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month
and it will appear in the
following issue

I bring you greetings from the
Department of Texas. We are still
moving forward, membership wise
and are close to reaching our March
national target of 90%. If all the
posts achieve their Texas target this
month we will be in great shape
and are right in line of achieving
our 100+% target. As of this date
(2/25) we have five districts with
more than five posts at or above
goal: 9 (Jerry Kubala-2nd) 13; 5
(Gary Smith-1st) 10; 18 (William Dannheim-3rd); 3 (John
Brewer-4th) 8 and 10 (Al Banzer-10th) 6. You can see the
correlation of number of goal posts to their standing in the
Department. It takes everyone to make membership happen
and it looks like most of you are doing a fine job. Let’s keep
up the great work you all are doing and make this another
banner year for the GREAT STATE OF TEXAS.
Your District Conventions will be coming up in the next few
months and I hope many of you are planning on attending
yours. If you would like to know when your district is going to
have their convention go to txlegion.org and under the
convention tab on the left go to the Spring Convention and
it will show up. Contact your post adjutant and let him/her
know that you would like to attend and ask to be a delegate.
I’m sure there is room in most posts for delegates to be
added.
(continued p.2)
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If you have never attended a convention or DEC you’ll be
surprised on how much information you may pick up. If you
are a Legion Rider you should make it a point to attend a
convention, be you a Legionnaire, Auxiliary member or SAL
member, is in your best interest to attend and be involved in
the running of our great organization. Remember – we are
Legion, Auxiliary or SAL members first and riders second. I
am a proud rider and have made it to the top, Texas wise, and
so can you. Please give it some serious thought and this goes
for non-riders also. We are in need of dedicated and qualified
individuals to lead the American Legion, Department of Texas,
into the future. Through my travels I have met a lot of Legion
family members who would be great candidates for office
and committee chair-people. YOU could very well be a future
State Commander, President or Detachment Commander.
Remember my motto “Membership through Knowledge.”
This month I will be attending the 18th District Convention in
Amarillo (8th); Lubbock Post 575 American Legion Birthday
on the 10th; the 3rd District Convention at Carthage Post
353 on the 15th and Brenham Post 48 for their Legion
Birthday on the 20th. I am also planning on making the 21st
District at Post 208 in Kerrville on the morning of the 22nd
and then getting back to Anna to catch my plane to DC for the
Washington Conference on the 23rd returning the evening
of the 26th. My last official function this month will be on
the Capital grounds, in Austin, for the dedication of the Texas
Capital Area Vietnam Veterans Memorial. I’ll also be visiting
a few posts for their regular monthly meetings.
Yours in Service, For God and Country
Jim Fleming
State Commander

The Legion Times is published online
12 times a year by the American
Legion, Department of Texas
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2 01 3 -201 4 DEPARTMENT O FFI CERS
Jim Fleming, Department Commander
John McKiny, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer
Steve Watkins, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Don Toohey, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Ed Kegley, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Dan Corbin, Immediate Past Department Commander
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Renee Monczynski, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Jeff Perkins, 1st Division Commander
Bryan Coleman, 2nd Division Commander
Glen Moody, 3rd Division Commander
Ronnie Pietzsch, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS
Lerory Anderson, 1st District Commander
Leaman Laws, 2nd District Commander
John Brewer, 3rd District Commander
David Harvey, 4th District Commander
Gary Smith, 5th District Commander
John Hince, 6th District Commander
Ed Jarvis, 7th District Commander
Patrick Yancey, 8th District Commander
Jerry Kubala, 9th District Commander
Al Banzer, 10th District Commander
Sandy Kousman, 11th District Commander
Joe Page, 12th District Commander
Ken Horn, 13th District Commander
Reno Reiley, 14th District Commander
Harlan Lucas, 15th District Commander
Richard Britton, 16th District Commander
Bret Watson, 17th District Commander
William Dannheim, 18th District Commander
Ralph Langley, 19th District Commander
Lloyd Buckmaster, 20th District Commander
John DiFrancesco, 21st District Commander
John Osborne, 22nd District Commander
Jerome Iltis, 23rd District Commander

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement corresponding captions, and/or name of the
to share with the rest of the Department of
photographer if necessary.
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file You can help us greatly here by simply running
as the same name of the article, so we can
your spell check function in your word
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it processing program.
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if
you are just forwarding it to us.
• E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue.

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from the Auxiliary
On behalf of the American Legion Auxiliary Department of
Texas we would like to wish The American Legion a Happy
Birthday. On March 15th, the designated birthday of The
American Legion, is the day in 1919 when the first American Legion caucus, held by members of the American
Expeditionary Force convened in Paris. Much as the birthday of the United States is celebrated on July 4 which
America was born, March 15 is the date on which the
Legion came to life.
The American Legion Auxiliary would like to say thank you
to our hero’s - The American Legion Auxiliary Department
of Texas is grateful and eternally in your debt for our freedoms we exercise everyday. The American Legion Auxiliary
honors our heroes, remember your achievements, your
courage and dedication, thank you for your scarifies.
Veterans we honor come from all walks of life, but they
shared several fundamental qualities. They possessed
courage, pride, determination, selflessness, dedication
to duty and integrity - all the qualities needed to serve a
cause than one’s self.
Many of them didn’t ask to leave their homes to fight on
distant battlefields. Many didn’t even volunteer. They didn’t
go to war because they loved fighting. They were called to
be part of something bigger than themselves. They were
ordinary people who responded in extraordinary ways in
extreme times. They rose to the Nation’s call because they
wanted to protect a nation which has given them, us, and
so much.
Since the first shots at Lexington and Concord were fired
and our Revolutionary War began, American men and
women have been answering the nation’s call to duty.

muddy trenches of France to the platoon who patrolled
the hazy jungles of Vietnam and the young man or woman
patrolling the mountains of Afghanistan, we The American
Legion Auxiliary remembers and honor them all. God Bless
you our Veteran.
The American Legion Auxiliary is asking the American
Legion members if you have not yet signed up your
spouse, daughters, granddaughters, great-granddaughters
and sisters in the American Legion Auxiliary please do so,
same goes for our Female Legionnaires if you have done
so yet sign up your daughters, granddaughters, greatgranddaughters and sisters. What better gift can you give
them, then to be a member of the world’s largest women’s
patriotic organization.
What a privilege it was to attend the State Oratorical
Contest in Brenham together with Commander Jim and
Detachment Commander Bill. Each contestant has the
opportunity to shape history, by embracing all the good
they have experienced on their journey with the American
Legion Oratorical Contest and applying it to their lives, our
country, even our world, in a positive and productive ways.
Once again Happy Birthday to you our hero’s the American
Legion…
“Together we can make a Difference”
For God and Country
Christine Trahan
Department of Texas President 2013 - 2014

Millions of Americans have fought and died on battlefields
here and abroad to defend our freedoms and way of life.
Today our troops continue to make the ultimate sacrifices,
and even as we lose troops, more Americans step forward
to say, I’m ready to serve. They follow in the footsteps of
generations of fine Americans.
From the Soldiers who shivered and starved through the
winter at Valley Forge to the doughboys crouched in the
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Chaplains Corner
Training is high on the Department’s list. With Commander
Fleming’s theme, “Membership Through Knowledge” this
year, I thought it fitting to write an article on effective
listening with a scriptural,basis that could be incorporated
into our various training programs. On of my favorites is
from James 1:19: “Let every person be quick to hear, slow
to speak, slow to anger.”

Clarifying questions ensure understanding and clear up
confusion. Any who, what, where, when, how or why question can be a clarifying question, but those are not the only
possibilities. You might say, “I must have missed something. Could you repeat that?” or “I am not sure that I got
what you were saying. Can you explain it again another
way?”

As a minister, attorney, teacher and former personnel and
industrial relations manager, here are some additional
listening skills for effective listening that I’ve used over the
years that may be helpful.

By asking probing questions, you invite reflection and a
thoughtful response instead of telling others what to do.
You might ask, for example, “More specifically, what are
some of the things you’ve tried?” or “What is it in your own
leadership style that might be contributing to the trouble
with the team?”

1. Paying attention. A primary goal of active listening is to
set a comfortable tone and allow time and opportunity for
the other person to think and speak. Pay attention to your
frame of mind, your body language and the other person.
Be present, focused on the moment and operate from a
place of respect. “Cease to hear instruction, my son, and
you will stray from the words of knowledge.” Proverbs
19:27.
2. Holding judgment. Active listening requires an open
mind. As a listener and a leader, you need to be open to
new ideas, new perspectives and new possibilities. Even
when good listeners have strong views, they suspend judgment, hold their criticism and avoid arguing or selling their
point right away. Tell yourself, “I’m here to understand how
the other person sees the world. It is not time to judge or
give my view.” “If one gives an answer before he hears, it is
his folly and shame.” Proverbs 18:13.
3. Reflecting. Learn to mirror the other person’s information and emotions by paraphrasing key points. You don’t
need to agree or disagree. Reflecting is a way to indicate
that you heard and understand. Don’t assume that you
understand correctly or that the other person knows you’ve
heard him.
4. Clarifying. Use questions to double-check on any issue
that is ambiguous or unclear. Open-ended, clarifying and
probing questions are important tools. Open-ended questions draw people out and encourage them to expand their
ideas (i.e., “What are your thoughts on …” or “What led you
to draw this conclusion?”).

5. Summarizing. Restating key themes as the conversation
proceeds confirms and solidifies your grasp of the other
person’s point of view. It also helps both parties to be clear
on mutual responsibilities and follow-up. Briefly summarize what you have understood as you listened e.g., “It
sounds as if your main concern is …” or “These seem to be
the key points you have expressed…”). You could also ask
the other person to summarize.
6. Sharing. Active listening is first about understanding the
other person, then about being understood. As you gain a
clearer understanding of the other person’s perspective,
you can then introduce your ideas, feelings and suggestions and address any concerns. You might talk about a
similar experience you had or share an idea that was triggered by a comment made previously in the conversation.
The Book of Proverbs offers much sound advice to help
become a better listener: “When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is
prudent.” 10:19; Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue
keeps himself out of trouble.” 21:23; “Even a fool who
keeps silent is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he
is deemed intelligent.” 17;28.
Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain, 2013-2014
www.texaschaplains.org
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2014 Oratorical Scholarship Winner

We have a winner!
Miss Amber Bell of Austin sponsored by American Legion Travis Post 76 won first
place for the James Heath Oratorical Scholarship for The Department of Texas.
Miss Bell, who is a home schooled student, was the winner of the 10th District
contest held in Brenham, the 3rd Division contest held in Windcrest and the state
contest also being held in Brenham.
Miss Bell will now represent Texas at the National contest to be held in Indianapolis Indiana over the weekend of April 14-16 at the Wyndham Indianapolis West.
The Department of Texas wishes Miss Bell all the luck and support as she travels
to Indiana.
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.
The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.
Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.
The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.
Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.
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Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us
The coin that honors all American Veterans
This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore

“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all
enemies, foreign and domestic…………..”

Who should own the Vetcoin?
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veterans from all branches of service, both men and women,
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam,
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases
and abroad ships around the world.

Perfect Memento
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events,
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served honorably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to
be passed down from generation to generation.

Giving Back
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin
will be used for scholarship awards to children and dependents of those veterans killed in action or permanently disabled.

About the coin
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and
joined together with a ribbon representing those who
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the
five Armed Services of the United States.

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com

GET UPDATED!
More than 165,000 subscribers
now receive the American Legion’s

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER!
News • Features • Interviews • Photo Galleries
Exclusive Videos • Interactive Features • Reunions

YOU’RE JUST A CLICK AWAY!
Go to www.legion.org and click on “Get Updated!”

