
Message from the Commander

National Commander Charles Schmidt explained why we must increase our membership 
yesterday. 

“One message came through loud and clear last week when 
we delivered your priorities to Washington: Congress and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs depend on The American 
Legion. Elected and appointed officials reminded us over and 
over that: 

• We are the voice of the veteran.
• We are the conscience of a nation that honors military  
    service and patriotic values.
• Without us, government would not know how to effectively  
    fulfill its mission to support and honor our nation’s  
    veterans, members of the Armed Forces, families and  
    communities across the land.

That is why it’s important for you to ask your veteran friends 
and acquaintances to join, renew or rejoin The American 
Legion today. Our fellow veterans are counting on us.”

This is the message I wanted to deliver this month.  The National Commander has said 
it well.  As Department Commander, I asked each District Commander to do two things 
this year:

• Start a new Post
• Revitalize a Post

As we visit the District Conventions starting this Friday, We will be reiterating this  
message.  Some Districts are well on their way to reaching this goal.  Others are working 
on it.  I visited the New 11th District Post Commander for Copperas Cove.  The new Post 
includes a lot of Gulf War veterans who I’m sure will grow their Post.  They are excited 
about the opportunities to be involved in their community.Coppers Cove has a population 
of 30,000 people.  I’m sure we’ll be able to recruit a lot of veterans.

My Post has decided to revitalize and is excited about the opportunity to contact our  
expired members. We were not able to get a map point ordered list, but we downloaded 
all expired members within 10 miles of our Post on mylegion.org.  Initially we tried to 
use the list in the order of distance from our zip code.  Then we decided to resort the 
list by zip code.  Each member is volunteering to visit 15 members and leave a door 
hanger if necessary.  With 110 members from 2014 to 2016, this appears to be doable 
in a couple hours.  I’ll keep you posted.

We also picked up a lot of 345 members in our list that have paid for 2017.  Your Post 
gets credit if you contact these members and get them to transfer into your Post.  This 
does not help the Department or National immediately, but if they become active in 
your Post and continue their membership, everyone benefits.  The mylegion.org list also 
has most of the phone numbers so you may choose to call them.

This is the time we need the big push to get our membership.  I’ll thank you in advance 
for your effort.
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Royse City Select Candidates for Boys State

The Laramore-Osborne Post in Royse City TX has selected its attendees for 
Boy’s State. The Royse City American Legion Post was formed on January 
24th 2017 which makes it one of the newest post in Texas. But since being 
formed they have worked with local First Responders to establish a First 
Responder Awards program. The Post has also worked with Royse City High 
School to participate in School Awards and Boy’s State. “Boy’s State is a  
premier program in the American Legion and we are proud that this will be the 
first year that Royse City High School will participate in the program” said Jason 
Castleberry. Boys State has been a program of The American Legion since 
1935, when it organized to counter the fascist-inspired Young Pioneer Camps. 
This year will be the 77th Annual event held in Texas  where boys are taught 
government and democracy. It is extremely competitive in which only 1,200 
young men across the entire state can participate. Royse City High School has 
approximately 1,500 students and of the students nominated by the counselors 
three were selected. American Legion Post 100 is excited to announce the three 
candidates selected are Caleb Fay, Bryan Barnes and Patrick Gailey. 

“This is an historic time for us and to be able to send three students when 
we have only operated as a post for about a month is impressive. All three 
students displayed a high degree of integrity, intelligence and a willingness to 
participate in the program. We have the upmost confidence in these young 
men that they will represent our post and Royse City High School in the most 
professional manner” said Jason Castleberry The post would also like to thank 
the Lowes family, West Family and the 4th District for sponsoring the three 
students. The West family is sponsoring a student in honor of their fallen son 
Tracy Laramore.

From Left to right is Caleb Fay, Patrick Gailey and Bryan Barnes
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Can you Bee-Lieve March is here! Where has the time gone? It’s almost Daylight Savings Time, St. Patrick’s 
Day and most important The American Legion birthday. Happy, Happy Birthday American Legion!

Commander Walter has asked the Legionnaire’s to please work with us in recruiting ALA members. We 
should have 3-4 Auxiliary members for every Legionnaire. Please reach out to your post commanders 
and work on a plan to help each other with Membership. We have several awards for Membership this 
year and all the forms are on the ALA Department website under Awards.

We will also be actively involved in upcoming Veteran Job Fairs. We’ll send out a schedule and a sign up 
list for volunteers. 

On another note, in March, Commander Walter and SAL Detachment Commander Henry will join me in 
completing the official visits to the VAMC’s. We will visit with our hospital representatives and deputies 
and meet with members of the VA Administrations in Amarillo, Big Springs, Bonham and Lubbock. It 
has been a privilege and honor to travel to all the VAMC’s this year and meet with our hospital reps and 
deps at their  
respective facilities. More importantly, it’s been an honor to have Commander Walter and Commander 
Henry make these official visits with me.

The Spring convention season is here and I know we will all be busy visiting Districts, meeting members 
and hearing all their good works this year. I look forward to seeing you all at one of them.

Now for the best news for the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas. I have hired a Secretary/Treasurer!

Lisa Cole started her new career path with us on February 15, 2017. Lisa is originally from Virginia and 
moved to Texas during her service with the U.S. Air Force.  Her professional roles have included, Government 
Affairs Specialist, Quality Assurance Coordinator, and Accounting and Contract Specialist.  She believes 
strongly in patriotism, supporting veterans, the concept of teamwork, excellence in quality, personal integrity 
and ethics.  She is a Saints, Washington Capitals, horse racing fan and 
loves history and classic black and white movies. She lives in Austin with 
her daughter Kelly Katherine and is an auxiliary member at Travis Unit 76.

As I close my article, my continuous thanks for your service, for all 
you do to support our military, their families and our communities. 
Thank you for “Bee-Lieving in Our Mission” and to always “Buzz for 
Members”.

MaryAnn Paul

Message from the Auxiliary



The American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas hires Secretary/Treasurer  

Lisa Cole started her new career path with us on February 15, 2017. 

Lisa is originally from Virginia and moved to Texas during her service with the 
U.S. Air Force.  Her professional roles have included, Government Affairs  

Specialist, Quality Assurance Coordinator, and Accounting and  
Contract Specialist.  

She believes strongly in patriotism, supporting veterans, the concept of  
teamwork, excellence in quality, personal integrity and ethics.  

She is a Saints, Washington Capitals, horse racing fan and loves history and  
classic black and white movies. She lives in Austin with her daughter  

Kelly Katherine and is an auxiliary member at Travis Unit 76.

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way 
to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization.

Simply go to smile.amazon.com, sign into 
your normal Amazon account and then type in 
“American Legion Charities Inc” in the search 
box when the prompt comes up. Amazon will 
remember your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will 
result in a donation.

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. 
The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-
wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited time promotions that 
increase the donation amount on one or more products or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable 
organizations.

Please Note: Only purchases at smile.amazon.com – not at www.amazon.com or the mobile app – support any charities.

http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com
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March is Community Service Month and it is never 
too late to get started with these projects. Listening to 
folks at Post meetings, District gatherings or even at 
the DEC, we know there is a lot of activity being done 
in Texas by our Legion family. 

It kills me to read all about other groups and individuals 
being recognized in newspapers and magazines when 
we know our Legion family is really leading the way.

Take advantage of March as the conduit month to get 
your Post members out and about in the community 
spreading the word about our programs based on our 
Pillars. 

HINTS FROM HINCE: Make a list of all the activities your 
Legion family members are involved in from the most 
obvious to the little known acts of random kindness 
that our folks do. It sounds like we are blowing our own 
horns …and we are!  If folks see we are active in taking 
care of all that we have been given, others will want to 
join us!

The job of an Adjutant is never done and anyone who 
has held that office at any level will attest to how busy 
that job is. Paperwork, membership, dues, programs,  
reports for State…the list of details is long and  
sometimes seems to be endless.

The American Legion of Texas recognizes the top Adjutant 
at the January DEC and the winner this year was Tom 
Marty of Post 159 in Bryan.

Nominated by his Commander Steve Kim, Tom is responsible 
for their 700 plus members and numerous programs. Thanks 
to California for sending us this great worker and congrats, 
Tom!

HINTS FROM HINCE: This is an annual award and every 
Post is encouraged to nominate their ADJUTANT for 
this statewide award.

NOW IS THE TIME for all Posts and Units to get their  
students nominated for Boys State. Districts were 
provided with the latest information about registrations 
etc. via the Hubmaster in February. We are anticipating 
large numbers coming in early so the sooner you get 
your students lined up and paid for, the better!

HINTS FROM HINCE: GET ON THE ROAD TO AUSTIN 
NOW! Have your Chairs contact the State Boys State 
team and be in on the ground floor of this wonderful 
leadership offering.

St. Patrick’s Day is right around the corner and it 
reminds me of the great parades and parties in New 
York City and my Irish heritage. Our military legacy is 
no different than my Reilly-McGuire roots in Brooklyn. 
As we approach our 100th anniversary, it is a great 
starting point for celebration.

Nation-wide celebrations around the heroes of World 
War 1 include state and local recognition of those  
involved in the “war to end all wars.” At the January 
DEC, a call went out for Posts bearing the name of 
World War 1 heroes. We want to build up a list of these 
brave veterans honored in our communities.

HINTS FROM HINCE: If your Post has not sent your 
information on with the name and history (if possible) 
of your namesake, please do so now. My email is 
hince57@msn.com or 979 778-1835. Duplication is 
better than none inclusion!

Loved presenting the newspaper from West Tawakoni with 
yet another award for the best newspaper recognized by 
the Texas American Legion. It is truly a paper that covers 
legion activities well but…there have to be more media 
outlets in the Lone Star state that tell our story.

Do you not have a daily paper or weekly paper, a radio 
station or a television outlet that has also told our 
story?

Our Public relations awards are deliberately very open 
and easy to enter. A cover letter telling why the entry 
deserves recognition, copies of pieces or tapes of  
offerings will go a long way to a win.

HINTS FROM HINCE: Go online and hit the Awards section. 
See how easy it Is to enter the contest. Any questions, do 
not hesitate to ask. Some Legion members have been on 
front pages of papers, some have been on film and some on 
radio…reward the outlet for telling our story.

God Bless
Gerry Hince

HINTS from HINCE



7

March 2 we celebrate Texas Independence Day. Time to replace flags that are no longer serviceable with new 
ones. Most are familiar with American flag  retirement ceremonies but did you know there is a retirement  
ceremony for the state flag provided in the Texas Government code? (Sec. 3100.152. (d))

The recitation of which makes for a beautiful, dignified ceremony:

I am your Texas flag!
I was born January 25, 1839.
I am one of only two flags of an American state that has also served as the 
symbol of an independent nation--The Republic of Texas.

While you may honor me in retirement, the spirit I represent will never 
retire!
I represent the spirit of Texas--Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow!
I represent the bravery of the Alamo and the Victory at San Jacinto.
My spirit rode with the Texas Rangers over the Forts Trail of the Big Country and herded cattle through the Fort 
Worth stockyards.  I have sailed up Galveston Bay and kept a watchful eye over our El Paso del Norte.

My colors are in the waters of the Red River and in the Bluebonnets of the Texas Hill Country.
You’ll find my spirit at the Light House of Palo Duro and in the sands of Padre Island;
I am in the space station at Houston and atop the oil wells of West Texas.
From the expanse of the Big Bend to the Riverwalk of San Antone--all of Texas is my home!

I wave over the cotton and grain fields of the High Plains, and I am deep in the rich soil of the Rio Grande Valley.
I am proudly displayed under the Capitol Dome, and I fly high above the concrete canyons of downtown Dallas. 
You’ll find my spirit in the East Texas piney woods and along the Grandeur of the Rio Grande.

I represent Texas-- every Child, Woman, and Man!
The blue field in me stands for the valor of our ancestors in the battles for our country.

Harvey H. Klee
National Chaplain 2016-2017
Department Chaplain 2016-2017

www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplain’s Corner

http://www.texaschaplains.org
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Turnbow-Higgs Post 240 American Legion Department of Texas located in Stephenville, Texas proudly announces a legendary 
achievement by member John Rogers. 

John is celebrating his 70th year of continuous service to the American Legion. To date, he is the only Post 240 Legionnaire to 
reach this level of service. Comrade, Mickey Maguire, with 69 years of service will begin his 70th year of service in July of 2017. 

At age 97 (5/25/1919), John is the most senior member of Turnbow-Higgs Post 240.  He earned his American Legion 
membership by serving in the US Navy during WWII & Korea. 
John is an Honorary Life member of Post 240. 

He served 4 consecutive terms as Post Commander (1990- 1995) and led a Post 240 revitalization during those years. 
He, Brad Thompson (69 years of continuous service at time of death last year) and Joanna Lay were responsible for a  
successful fund raising campaign that resulted in the complete renovation of the fifty-year-old Post Hall. Brad Thompson 
provided the inspiration, Joanna Lay the administration and John Rogers the perspiration as he led the ground attack.  

In 1939, John was one of many employees hired to construct the Post Hall building. Little did he know at the time he was 
carrying bricks and mortar, that December 7, 1941 would eventually lead to his becoming Post 240 Commander and 
responsible for the building he was helping to construct.  

John’s lengthy service to Post 240 is unparalleled. He has served Post 240 in all officer’s position but his proudest 
achievement is having served several years as Post 240 Honor Guard bugler. His loyal and dedicated service of performing 
“Taps” during hundreds of Military Funerals is an honor John holds dear and will always remember. 

John has returned from several weeks of rehab at Heartland Rehab of Bedford, TX. and remains at home, recovering from 
a serious respiratory ailment. John’s grandson is providing 24/7 care and John is receiving professional in home rehab. 
Medical testing has been prescribed and will be conducted over the next few days. 

Those wanting to acknowledge John’s service to the American Legion and wish him a speedy recovery can send cards to;
 John Rogers, 436 CR 483, Stephenville, TX 76401

Our thoughts and prayers are with John!!

For God and Country
Roger Easter
Turnbow-Higgs American Legion Post 240

Seventy Years (70) of Continuous Service
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Proudly adorned in his American Legion garrison cap, Honorary Life Member, Fred Cross of Turnbow-Higgs,
American Legion Post 240 in Stephenville, Texas, proudly displays the U.S. Flag at Check Point Charlie in 

Berlin during a trip to Germany. 

Fred continued his practice of never leaving home without his American Legion garrison cap as evidenced in the above 
photo. The photo was taken at the National Cemetery in Honolulu (Punch Bowl), Hawaii, during Fred and wife Verna’s visit 

to the Islands. Aloha, Fred! And, Mahalo Nui Loa!  (Greetings, Fred! And, Thank you very much)

AMERICAN LEGION GARRISON CAP…. Never leave home without it!
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As the largest post in the 5th District, Department of Texas, Love 
Field Post 453 in Dallas has a rich history of supporting our local 
community. Our helping hand recently extended about 20 miles 
south to another Dallas post located on the other side of town. 

In late 2015, Post 453 members attended a meeting at the Tommie 
Robinson Post 802. The post, founded in the 1950s, is located in South 
Dallas in an old house built in the 1930s. During our meeting, the lights 
suddenly went out. The power failure prompted an inspection of the 
building’s electrical panel. 

What we found and what happened next is a great example of the 
can-do spirit of the Post 453 Family. 

Post 802’s electrical situation could not have been worse. When 
Patricia “P.T.” Moore, a 453 Auxiliary member and Master Electrician, 
agreed to inspect the system, she found the main electrical panel 
to be an outdated Federal Pacific, 60 amp, split-buss design. These 
panels have a history of overheating and causing electrical fires. 
Panels of this design would not pass today’s Underwriters Laboratory 
(UL) certification testing. 

“It was only due to the grace of God that Post 802 had not caught 
fire before now,” Ms. Moore said. 

On close inspection, the main panel was found to contain several 
circuit breakers with clearly visible signs of overheating - some 
breakers were even partially melted. The buss bar, a thick conductor 
that distributes the incoming power to the breakers, was in poor 
repair with one of the two 120 volt circuits inoperative and the 
remaining 120 volt circuit experiencing arcing. 

Continuing her inspection, she checked the indoor sub-panel and 

found it to be an old Federal Pacific six-circuit design that had 
multiple circuits terminated on individual breakers - an overload 
condition and a violation of today’s electrical code. She estimated 
that replacing the electrical service would run about $900 in 
materials alone.

Realizing that a serious problem existed and that Post 802 is a small 
post with limited financial resources, she reported her findings to the 
members of Post 453.The Post  family quickly voted to donate funds 
to purchase the materials needed to replace the fire-prone Federal 
Pacific panels at 802. 

Ms. Moore and helper Sandra Seaton (another 453 Auxiliary 
member) agreed to donate their time to make the upgrades. They 
rolled up their sleeves, removed the old panels and installed a 
modern 100 amp main electrical panel and a new eight-circuit 
sub-panel. 

And they didn’t stop there. The two installed circuits for donated 
ceiling fans to help cool the post during hot Texas summers. 

All told, the value of their donated labor and the purchased 
materials was approximately $3,000. Lowe’s Home Improvement 
helped, too, by providing a generous military discount on the 
purchase of materials.

In the end, it was a simple matter of a fellow post needing help. 
As part the American Legion family, Post 453 happily responded 
with the funds and skills required to protect the lives and property 
of Tommie Robinson Post 802. It is our sincere hope that we have 
helped to secure the future of Post 802 and that they may continue 
serving the needs of the Dallas community and its veterans. 

Rewiring project shows can-do spirit of Love Field Post 453 in Dallas





TEXAS VETERANS FREE VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE PROGRAM EXPANDED
A bill was introduced in the Texas Legislation and passed that expanded the free vehicle license plate program for Veterans last summer.  
The program now includes free plates for more of the military medals that are awarded our servicemen. We encourage you to look into this as 
you may now qualify. It does require you to have your DD214 to send into Texas Department of Motor Vehicles(SPB), 4000 Jackson Ave, Austin, TX 
78731. This takes about 4 weeks to process. For more information call them at 512-374-5010

http://www.legion.org/renew
http://www.legion.org/renew
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What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com


Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com
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