
Texas Woman - 2nd Woman since WWII  
to Earn the Silver Star Medal 

By Spc. Micah E. Clare 

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan (Army News Service, March 21, 2008) 
-- The second female Soldier since World War II was awarded a Silver 
Star Thursday for her gallant actions during combat in Afghanistan last 
year.

Spc. Monica Brown, 19, a Lake Jackson, Texas, native was presented 
her Silver Star by Vice President Dick Cheney during a ceremony at 
Bagram Airfield.

It was dusk April 25, 2007, when Brown, a medic from the 782nd 
Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne 
Division, was on a routine security patrol along the rolling, rocky plains 
of Paktika’s isolated Jani Khail District when her convoy was attacked 
by insurgents.

“We’d been out on the mission for a couple of days,” said Brown, who 
at the time was attached to the brigade’s 4th Squadron, 73rd Cavalry 
Regiment’s Troop C. “We had just turned into a wadi (empty river bed) 
when our gunner yelled at us that the vehicle behind us had hit an (im-
provised-explosive device).”

They all looked out 
of their windows in 
time to see one of 
the struck vehicle’s 
tires flying through 
the field next to 
them. Brown had 
just opened her door 
to see what was 
going on when the 
attack began.

“I only saw the 
smoke from the  
vehicle when suddenly we started taking small-arms fire from all 
around us,” she said. “Our gunner starting firing back and my platoon 
sergeant yelled, ‘Doc! Let’s go.’”
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Brown and her platoon sergeant, Staff Sgt. Jose Santos, exited their vehicle, and 
while under fire, ran the few hundred meters to the site of the downed Humvee.

“Everyone was already out of the burning vehicle,” she said. “But even before I got 
there, I could tell that two of them were injured very seriously.”

In fact, all five of the passengers who had stumbled out were burned and cut. 

Two Soldiers, Spc. Stanson Smith and Spc. Larry Spray, suffered life-threatening 
injuries. 

With help from two less-injured vehicle crewmen, Army Sgt. Zachary Tellier and 
Spc. Jack Bodani, Brown moved the immobile Soldiers to a relatively safe dis-
tance from the burning Humvee.

“There was pretty heavy incoming fire at this point,” she said. 

“Rounds were literally missing her by inches,” said Bodani, who provided suppres-
sive fire as Brown aided the casualties while injured. “We needed to get away 
from there.”

Attempting to provide proper medical care under the heavy fire became impos-
sible, especially when the attackers stepped up efforts to kill the Soldiers.

“Another vehicle had just maneuvered to our position to shield us from the rounds 
now exploding in the fire from the Humvee behind us,” Brown said. “Somewhere 
in the mix, we started taking mortar rounds. It became a huge commotion, but all 
I could let myself think about were my patients.”

With the other vehicles spread out in a crescent formation, Brown and her casual-
ties were stuck with no-where to go. 

Suddenly, Santos arrived with one of the unit’s vehicles backed it up to their posi-
tion, and Brown began loading the wounded Soldiers inside. 

“We took off to a more secure location several hundred meters away where we 
were able to call in the (medical evacuation mission),” Brown said. 

She then directed other combat-life-saver-qualified Soldiers to help by holding 
intravenous bags and assisting her in prepping the casualties for evacuation.

After what seemed like an eternity, the attackers finally began retreating and 
Brown was able to perform more thorough aid procedures before the MEDEVAC 
helicopter finally arrived to transport the casualties to safety, Brown said.

Two hours after the initial attack, everything was over.

In the darkness, Brown recalled standing in a field, knee-deep in grass, her only 
source of light coming from her red head-light, trying to piece together the events 
which had just taken place.  
 
“Looking back, it was just a blur of noise and movement,” she said. 
“What just happened? Did I do everything right? It was a hard thing to 
think about.”

(continued, p.3)
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Before joining the Army at the age of 17, the bright-eyed young woman said she never pictured herself being in 
a situation like this.

Originally wanting to be an X-ray technician, she changed her mind when she realized that by becoming a medic, 
she’d be in the best place to help people.

“At first, I didn’t think I could do it,” she said. “I was actually afraid of blood. When I saw my first airway-opening 
operation, I threw up.”

She quickly adjusted to her job, and received additional training both before and during her deployment to Af-
ghanistan.

“I realized that everything I had done during the at-
tack was just rote memory,” she said. “Kudos to my 
chain of command for that. I know with training, like 
I was given, any medic would have done the same 
in my position.”

“To say she handled herself well would be an un-
derstatement,” said Bodani, who quickly recovered 
from his injuries and immediately returned to work. 
“It was amazing to see her keep completely calm and 
take care of our guys with all that going on around 
her. Of all the medics we’ve had with us throughout 
the year, she was the one I trusted the most.”

Earning trust with a combat unit is not something 
easily earned, said Army Capt. Todd Book, Troop C’s 
commander at the time of the attack, but it was 
something Brown had taken upon herself to prove 
long before the Jani Khail ambush.

“Our regular medic was on leave at the time,” Book said. “We had other medics to choose from, but Brown had 
shown us that she was more technically proficient than any of her peers.”

Having people call her “Doc” means a lot to her because of the trust it engenders. 

“When people I’ve treated come back to me later and tell me the difference I was able to make in their life is the 
best part of this job,” Brown said.

During her rest and recuperation in May 2007, Brown visited Spray in the hospital and met his mother.

“I almost cried,” Brown said. “Spray’s mother was so thankful and she hugged me. That was the moment that 
made me feel the best about what I did.” 

Even though she felt proud when she was informed that she was going to receive a Silver Star, she considers her 
actions to be the result of effort put into her by everyone she’s worked for. 

“While I’m not scared to get my hands dirty, I have to say that I never fully became a medic until I came over here 
and did it first-hand,” she said. “I just reacted when the time came.”

Due to her quick and selfless actions, both Smith and Spray survived their injuries.
(Spc. Micah E. Clare serves with the 4th Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs Office.)

Texas Woman Earns the Silver Star Medal 
(continued)



Greetings Legionnaires! I would like to thank all of you 
for submitting so many great articles since we have 
adopted this new format. I hope to see this evolve 
and expand as time goes on. Pursuant to that, I would 
like to encourage even more of our readers to submit 
articles and announcements on a regular basis. Here 
are a few tips on how best to submit your items.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or 
as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file as the same 
name of the article, so we can easily keep track of it. 
And be sure to make it clear who the author is,  
whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other 
kind of images! Submit photos and/or artwork for 
articles separately (not embedded in the article) as 
high resolution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name 
these files accordingly so we can track them along 

with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any  
corresponding captions, and/or name of the  
photographer if necessary. 
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, 
web addresses, etc. We do our best to catch typos, 
but sometimes they still slip by. You can help us 
greatly here by simply running your spell check func-
tion in your word processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every month for it 
to appear in the very next issue.. This way we have 
plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

That’s all for now. We hope you enjoy this issue and 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Paul Dillard, Department Commander 
J.G. “Lupe” Garza, Department Vice Commander
Harvey Klee, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Judge Advocate
William Moore, Historian
Connie Jo Purchis, Sergeant-at-Arms
Ronald Cherry, NEC
Conrad Roberson, Alt NEC
C.W. Sparks, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Bob Squyres, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer (Houston)                                     
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Beverly Conway, Department Service Officer (Waco)
Raymond Wildman, Department Service Officer (Waco)

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Jimmy Walker, 1st Division Commander
Al Marlowe, 2nd Division Commander
Pablo Aguillon, 3rd Division Commander
Harry Hicks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker , 1st District Commander
Jerry Millwood, 2nd District Commander
Orval Miller, 3rd District Commander
Mark L Thomson, 4th District Commander
Dan Arnold, 5th District Commander
Glen Newman, 6th District Commander
Larry Eary, 7th District Commander
Dana Young, 8th District Commander
Robert R Rohan, 9th District Commander
Dan Musgrove, 10th District Commander
Kathy Warren-Miller, 11th District Commander
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander
Dale Anspach, 13th District Commander
James R Carney, Jr., 14th District Commander
Albert Cavazos, 15th District Commander
James (Dave) Crowder, 16th District Commander
George Simpson, 17th District Commander
Barry Schoenhals, 18th District Commander
Daniel Spence, 19th District Commander
Al B Saunders, 20th District Commander
Billy Rollwitz, 21st District Commander
Lynn E Sparks, 22nd District Commander
Jesus E Cantu, 23rd District Commander
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I want to thank each Post, District, and Division Commander on their 
membership efforts.  As of the last Thursday in March we have moved 
up to a 43rd overall standing in the National membership standings.  
That’s the highest we have been this year and for several years.  Even 
with this great news, we need 15,982 members to reach the National 
goal of 90,000 and we only need 7,209 members to bring us to our 
Department goal of 81,227.  It is not over yet and I know we can get 
there.  Let your district know at your conventions.  Thanks for a great 
job!

As the political campaigns continue on the local, state and federal 
levels, Legionnaires across the country will be invited to candidate 
fund raising dinners or rallies.  To attend as individuals, that’s great. 
As veterans, that’s great. But as representatives of The American 
Legion, it’s a violation of our constitution. I would like to remind you of 
the American Legion rules about politics.  Article 2, Section 2 of our 
organizations’ constitution states that The American Legion “shall be 
absolutely non-political and shall not be used for the dissemination 
of partisan principles nor for the promotion of the candidacy of any 
person seeking public office or preferment.”  In short, when we are in 
our Legion caps or working at our posts, we do not endorse candidates 
or parties.
 
Two easy rules to remember: 

 1. Don’t wear your American Legion cap to election rallies or functions that support one candidate  
     over another.  A red, white or blue American Legion cap at a political function can easily be  
     misconstrued as an endorsement of a candidate. 
 2. Keep your post-hosted political debate fair.  If you invite a candidate from one party to your post to  
     speak, you need to make the same offer to an opposing candidate.  

The American Legion supports the democratic process, not the Democrat or Republican Party, nor any other 
particular party or organization.  If they support our position on an issue, that’s their individual choice.  If we 
support their candidacies that too is our individual choice, not the American Legions. 

The American Legion has crossed another milestone as we celebrate our 89th birthday.  I would like to thank 
all of the posts and their members for extending their hospitality to me during birthday party celebrations 
this month.  I have enjoyed visiting with members in Brenham, Azle, and Lubbock as they celebrate this great 
milestone.  It was an honor to be inducted into the ‘Prairie Dog Pete Club’ in Lubbock (and my number is 351).  
I would also like to thank the ‘Mighty 20th District’ for the great hospitality during their coffee tour and mem-
bership drive.  Keep those members coming!  

I hope you all have a successful spring convention.

In God and Country,
Paul Dillard 
Department Commander

Message from the 
Commander
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Only in Texas can you have snow, rain, tornadoes and 80 degree weather in the same week.  
That’s what happened during one week in March, according to my daughter. But April Fools Day 
is here and spring has arrived.  The bluebonnets are blooming and they are beautiful.  What a 
great time of year to hold the district and division conventions.  Please try to attend your conven-
tions.  There’s always something to learn, friendships to renew and new friends to meet.

I’m looking forward to attending the Awareness Assembly in Washington DC.  “A New Day is 
Dawning” is a strategic planning event the National organization is conducting for Auxiliary 
members prior to the Awareness Assembly.  Those that attend should come back to Texas with 
new ideas for recruiting and retaining membership and plans for the future.  During the Aware-
ness Assembly Legion, SAL and Auxiliary attendees from Texas will also be able to meet their 
US Senators and Congressmen as a group.  We will have the opportunity to discuss legislative 
issues with them and learn about their stand on veterans and other issues.

The Auxiliary didn’t reach the 95% % target in membership before the March 25th deadline, but 
that won’t stop us from the 100% target on May 27th.  The race continues and we are fast ap-
proaching the checkered flag.  Please encourage Auxiliary members in your family to pay their 
dues.  Some units only need 1 or 2 members to reach their 100% target.  Please help them to 
make that goal.  Units that reach 100% receive a letter of congratulations from President Char-
lie.  She wants to send one to every unit president in Texas.  With your help, encouraging the non 
renewing members and recruiting new members, she will be able to do it.

Speaking of recruiting, the ALA National organization has awards for Legionnaires and Sons of 
the Legion members who sign up 1, 3, 10 or even 25 new Auxiliary members.  There are cash 
drawings (Recruit 1 or 10), lapel pins (Recruit 3), and a wonderful award for the Silver Brigade 
(25 new members).  Contact your Auxiliary’s membership person or this office for details and 
forms.

The fourth registration and final registration period for Girls State begins on April 1st.  There 
are still slots available, but they will fill up fast.  As a reminder, the cost is $375 to send a girl to 
Girls State.  It is held at Texas Lutheran University in Seguin.  The dates for Girls State this year 
are June 17th -24th with a quota of 500 girls.  Posts that don’t have units may send girls to Girls 
State.

The Department Convention bulletin will be mailed this month.  Most of the forms are already 
available on our website.  We are looking forward to a great time in Corpus!

As always, please get in touch with us, if you have any questions or need information.

Paula Raney
Department Secretary

Message from the 
Department Secretary
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Spring is in the air and District Conventions are scheduled. I am looking forward to attending 
many of the Spring Conventions. For those Districts that I have not and will not be able to at-
tend, I would like to visit one of your functions before my term is completed. Please contact 
the Department office or me to schedule those visits.

I am so proud of the Units! You all are working the programs and especially membership. Texas 
has reached every goal set by our National organization. Thank you for all of your hard work.

I would like to thank Gelinda Clark and the Leadership Committee for a GREAT Mid-Winter 
Conference. I was so pleased with the program and the number of Auxiliary members in at-
tendance.

VA & R Chair, Barbara Kundert and I completed the “official” tours of the Temple and Waco VA 
Hospitals. There was a good turn out from all of the Legion family. 

I had the privilege of attending the 9th District Junior Forum hosted by Blessing Unit #649. 
The young ladies did an outstanding job conducting the meeting. Now, I know where out lead-
ership is going to be coming from in the future. What a wonderful forum.  The members of the 
Blessing Unit did a great job hosting it. David and I arrived late on Friday evening. Saturday 
we were treated to lunch at the historic Blessing Hotel. After lunch we were taken on a sight 
seeing tour. We had a great time. The Forum was held on Sunday morning, and as I said was 
exceptional.

This month we will complete the “Official” Tours of the VA Hospitals with the exception of the 
El Paso facility, which is in the works. We will be touring Amarillo and Big Spring VAMCs. We 
will also attend the Legion Birthday celebration 
at American Legion Post 575, in Lubbock.

Remember: Unit Presidents, please send your 
annual Report forms to your District Presidents 
by April 15th. We hope that you will report on ev-
erything that you have done for the year.

Since I will not be able to attend all of the Spring 
District Conventions, please let me know if you 
have any Unit functions that you would like for 
me to attend. I would love to attend as many of 
these functions as possible before I leave office 
in June.

For God, Country and Veterans,
Charlie Dew

Message from the 
Auxiliary President

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

Almost Four Decades of Partnership 
for a Healthy America

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust 
affordable insurance plans and superior service

call toll-free, 1-800-235-6943, or
visit our Web site at: www.theLIT.com
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The “My Real Life” tour of country-music singer and songwriter Michael Peterson kicked off 
with a Feb. 23 concert in Knoxville, Tenn. Peterson’s 10-city tour is designed to connect people 
serving in the U.S. military with communities across the nation to encourage volunteer service, 
and to strengthen American values for the future. The tour is focusing on high-school and col-
lege students, and aims to enhance social support for the tremendous burden placed upon our 
service members, and to rally community support to care for our returning veterans.

Throughout the tour, Peterson will speak with local media, community leaders, school admin-
istrators, and students of all ages. This outreach will teach students to make the right choices, 
build strong character, and learn the value of selflessness. Peterson hopes The American Le-
gion will serve as a key partner in this program to help mentor our youth and foster American 
values.

Besides visiting schools and speaking with students, Peterson also hopes to visit local VA out-
patient clinics, veterans centers, and other VA facilities to gain a better understanding of vet-
erans’ needs. The “My Real Life” tour also focuses on how to incorporate the needs of combat 
veterans into community programs for transitional care. Another program being spotlighted is 
“Heroes to Hometowns,” which connects the U.S. Army with communities around the country, 
to strengthen our efforts in fighting terrorism on the home front. Throughout the tour, Peterson 
is stressing the importance of unifying and supporting the military. He asks members of every 
community to do what we can “right here, right now, and with what we have.”

From Knoxville, the “My Real Life” tour will wind its way through the South - with one stop in 
Evansville, Ind. - before ending up in Lincoln, Neb., for a final concert May 24. Peterson and his 
entourage would appreciate any help with their various activities from American Legion posts 
along the way.

We will have the “My Real Life” tour visit two cities here in Texas; Midland from April 21st to 
the 26th and in Waco from May 5th to 10th volunteers are needed in both areas, if you have 
a few hours available and what to help out just contact the Department Headquarters and will 
be get you name to that cities event coordinator. 

Michael Peterson’s DVD collaboration with The American Legion - featuring the song “It’s Who 
We Are,” a tribute to The American Legion - was released at the 2007 National Convention in 
Reno, Nev. The “It’s Who We Are” DVD includes interviews with celebrities and Legionnaires, 
along with public service announcements about The American Legion Legacy Scholarship 
Fund., five dollars from the purchase of every CD sold goes to the American Legion Legacy 
Scholarship Fund.

For more information you can go to one of the following websites  
www.txlegion.org 
www.legion.org 
www.myreallifetour.com

“My Real Life” Tour Promotes Volunteer Service
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Veterans helping one another as well as the local community, state and nation.  
That’s the mission of The American Legion and the mission of one of our local Le-
gion Posts located in Converse.  William M. Randolph Post 593 takes this mission 
seriously.  After more than 40 years of service to others, they’re asking for help 
from the community.  “Post 593 needs a new Post Home to better serve not only 
our retired and disabled veterans, but our active duty troops and local community 
as well.   The community needs a modern hall that can hold 300-400 people that’s 
available to use for weddings, retirements, or any other reason.  Quite frankly, 
we’ve outgrown our current facility.  To make matters worse, our current facility is 
in need of some major repairs and it wouldn’t make economic sense to repair it.  
The only problem is we don’t have the funds to build one.” Post Commander Nick 
Mills reports.  “This is what has inspired our Legion Jubilee.  We thought we’d hold 
a huge community out-reach program and have fun doing it.”

To help raise funds for a new Post Home and increase awareness among the local 
community, Post 593 is preparing to hold the first-ever Legion Jubilee June 6-8 at 
Converse City Park.  There will be a carnival over the three day period, bands on 
two stages, a Health Fair, Arts and Crafts booths, a community wide yard sale, food 
booths, face painting, martial arts and skateboard demonstrations, car and motor-
cycle show, a motorcycle run, plus a whole lot more.  Even the mayor of Converse, 
Al Suarez, is participating.  In addition to formally opening the Jubilee, he’ll pull a 
stint in the dunking booth.

Post Chaplain and Jubilee organizer Dennis Ducharme said he encourages the 
community to come out in force to support the Legion in its mission of service.  
“We have a history of service to our community.  We do a lot of good things on 
a regular basis, but unfortunately, we don’t do a very good job of promoting our-
selves.”  Chaplain Ducharme said.  “For years our Post has sponsored scholarships 
for high school students, sent high school juniors to Boys and Girls state where 
they spend a full week learning about our state government, helped veterans at 
the VA hospital and wounded soldiers at Brook Army Medical Center, participated 
in community events, sponsored holiday food and gift baskets, provided manpow-
er to community service projects, sponsored a Boy Scout troop, sponsored high 
school oratorical contests, provided over thirty-thousand dollars in the last two 
years for scholarships to children who have lost a parent to the war on terrorism, 
and a whole lot more. We’re active and we make a difference in folk’s lives.”

Anyone wishing to participate or volunteer should contact Chaplain Ducharme at 
630-0655 or visit the Post’s website at http://www.Post593.org.

Legion Post 593 Provides Forty Years of Service: 
Three Days of Fun!
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In 1925 The American Legion created a National program of Temporary Financial Assistance, 
which was born out of the National Commission of Children and Youth, to keep children of 
disabled or deceased veterans in the home rather than in institutions. These cash grants are 
still available today for cases that are not covered by subsequent state and federal programs 
for the needy. In 2007 the Temporary Financial Assistance program provided more than 
$562,100 to over 520 eligible families, benefiting close to 1200 children.

Through TFA, any local post can call upon the national organization for cash assistance to help 
maintain the basic needs of veterans’ children.  These Non-repayable grants are awarded to 
eligible families over a temporary period when it is deemed that all other available resources 
have been exhausted.  The TFA fund has been used to assist families in meeting daily living 
needs such as cost of food, shelter, utilities, clothing, and health expense items when the par-
ents are unable to do so, thereby keeping the child, or children, in a more stable home environ-
ment.

Since the early 1920’s when the TFA program was established, over $29 million  has been dis-
tributed to disabled veterans and their families in times of need. 

Eligibility for Temporary financial Assistance is limited to the minor children of veterans.  The 
parent must have served at least one day of active duty in the Armed Forces of the United 
States during one of the following periods:

 • December 7, 1941 - December 31, 1946
 • June 25, 1950 - January 31, 1955
 • February 28, 1961 – May 7, 1975
 • August 24, 1982 – July 31, 1984
 • December 20, 1989 – January 31, 1990
 • August 2, 1990 – Cessation of hostilities as  
     determined by the United States Government.

Remember, membership in The American Legion is not required to receive the cash grants, 
this program is available to all eligible veterans.

Minor children that are considered eligible include any unmarried child, stepchild, or adopted 
child 17 years old or younger.  Children that are 18 to 20 years of age will only be considered if 
a current disability requires special schooling or indefinite in-home care, or the child is enrolled 
in an approved high school.  A complete investigation must be conducted at the local level, 
a legitimate family need has to  be established, and all other available resources must have 
been exhausted before any child can be considered eligible for TFA. 

If you have a topic that is of interest to you please let us know and we will try to address your 
concerns in future articles.

Temporary  Financial  Assistance
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