
From the Bridge

I bring you greetings from the Department of Texas. 

Like attending your post  
meeting, reading the American 
Legion Magazine is an essential 
part of the experience of being 
a Legionnaire. When you pick 
up The Legion Magazine, you’ll 
find that every single one does 
what it’s meant to do: It informs, 
and it inspires. It keeps you up 
to date with Legion news, informs you of programs, 
has very informative stories and it gives you ideas 
what you can do to to assist your post in accomplishing 
it’s goals. 

We are a very large organization, but but we have the 
same goals in common, take care of our veterans and 
families, educate our children, preserve our national 
defense and have a good working relationship in our 
communities.

One of the greatest privileges of being the State  
Commander, the American Legion, Department of Texas 
is the ability to speak directly, every month, to every one 
of our 66,000 Legionnaires and their families. 
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Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to  

times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month  

and it will appear in the  
following issue



It’s awe-inspiring to me, as I write this, to think of all 
of you, in front of your computer screens, reading 
these words, and then pulling your copy of the  
American Legion Magazine, and discovering some 
great things that we are doing and have done in the 
past and what’s new in The American Legion.  This 
also goes for the remaining sections of this April issue 
of the  Legion Times.  

On the membership side, we, as a department, have 
achieved our national target dates through March, 
but as of this month we are lacking a few percentage 
points.  I know that, with your continues efforts, we 
will achieve our May target goal of 100%.  as  As we 
are in our main District Convention month, we are in 
a great position of reaching this lofty goal once again 
as we did last year.  I’m looking forward to attending 
as many District Conventions as possible and meeting 
with as many Legion family members as possible.
 
Yours in Service, “For God and Country.”

Jim Fleming
State Commander
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file 
as the same name of the article, so we can 
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it 
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 

corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Jim Fleming, Department Commander
John McKinny, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
C. W. Sparks, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer 
Steve Watkins, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Don Toohey, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Ed Kegley, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Dan Corbin, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer                             
Renee Monczynski, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Jeff Perkins, 1st Division Commander
Bryan Coleman, 2nd Division Commander
Glen Moody, 3rd Division Commander
Ronnie Pietzsch, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Lerory Anderson, 1st District Commander
Leaman Laws, 2nd District Commander
John Brewer, 3rd District Commander
David Harvey, 4th District Commander
Gary Smith, 5th District Commander
John Hince, 6th District Commander
Ed Jarvis, 7th District Commander
Patrick Yancey, 8th District Commander
Jerry Kubala, 9th District Commander
Al Banzer, 10th District Commander 
Sandy Kousman, 11th District Commander 
Joe Page, 12th District Commander 
Ken Horn, 13th District Commander 
Reno Reiley, 14th District Commander 
Harlan Lucas, 15th District Commander
Richard Britton, 16th District Commander
Bret Watson, 17th District Commander 
William Dannheim, 18th District Commander 
Ralph Langley, 19th District Commander 
Lloyd Buckmaster, 20th District Commander 
Charlie Baker, 21st District Commander 
John Osborne, 22nd District Commander 
Jerome Iltis, 23rd District Commander 
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With so many important holidays occurring in April, it’s 
difficult to center on one in particular on which to reflect. 
There is Passover (Pesach) which celebrates the deliver-
ance of the Jewish people from slavery in Egypt, Easter 
which is the celebration of Jesus Christ’s resurrection, etc. 

This month’s column, however, focuses upon another day 
in April, Holocaust Remembrance Day or Yom HaShoah, 
observed this year on April 27. 

Perhaps nothing brings to mind man’s inhumanity towards 
man as the holocaust
History has shown that wherever anti-Semitism has gone 
unchecked, the persecution of others has been present or 
not far behind. Defeating anti-Semitism – indeed, attacks 
against any individual based on their religious beliefs,  
must be a cause of great importance for all people who 
value humanity and justice.

What is the significance of this to Legionnaires?  Let’s look 
at the Preamble to The American Legion’s Constitution:

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES 
TOGETHER...This is a declaration that The American Legion 
recognizes the influence of Almighty God in all worthwhile 
endeavors-and declares the allegiance of Legionnaires to 
both God and Nation. Enmity between deferring religious 
groups has no place among Legionnaires. 

TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA...The very First Amendment 
to the United States Constitution  prohibits the government 
from abridging the free exercise of one’s religion. Mem-
bers of The American Legion bore arms-went to wars-to 
defend and uphold this document of freedom and should 
act consistent with it within our own ranks - not to abridge 
the free exercise of one’s religion. 

TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER...Members of The Ameri-
can Legion served in wars to uphold law and order among 
nations. It is just as important to maintain the due pro-
cesses of law in our domestic affairs. It binds Legionnaires 
to obey the laws of the land and to respect and protect the 
religious freedoms of others.

TO COMBAT THE AUTOCRACY OF CLASSES AND MASSES...

This clause places the Legionnaire on the side of right 
in opposing autocracy by either class or mass when this 
threatens. In a nation such as ours, composed 
as it is of all nationalities, races, creeds and economic 
groups, they are bound to both classes and masses. In-
deed, the masses are composed of classes,but all groups 
within the mass must feel assured that in this nation, 
reason and fairness will prevail in all human activities 
and relations. There must be no religious prejudices, just 
Americans all. 

TO MAKE RIGHT THE MASTER OF MIGHT... Legionnaires are 
pledged by this clause always to stand with the right, pro-
tect the weak and preserve the liberties of the individual – 
including one’s religious liberties. This concept is the basis 
of The American Legion’s continued advocacy of a strong 
national preparedness so as to achieve the ideal situation 
that right will be backed by adequate might. 

TO PROMOTE PEACE AND GOOD WILL ON EARTH...Until 
all the world becomes a good neighborhood, Legionnaires 
must continue the effort to promote peace and good will 
on earth. As the song goes, “Let there be peace on earth 
and let it begin with me.” 

In dealing with those of different faiths, reach out for 
common ground starting with, “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Hap-
piness” and go from there to find common ground in our 
own Preamble and the Constitution of the United States of 
America.

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2013-2014
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplains Corner
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American Legion Post 297 in Benbrook, Texas 
proudly hosted the Homecoming of Detachment 
Commander Bill Kuehner on March 1, 2014. 
Over 50 members of the American Legion Fam-
ily from across Texas came to share their stories 
and enjoy dinner, fellowship, and music in honor 
of Commander Kuehner.   Distinguished guests 
included Department of Texas Commander Jim 
Fleming and Department President Christine 
Trahan, who spoke of the many travels they have 
shared with Bill this year promoting the programs 
of the American Legion Family.  The Department 
theme is “Together We Can Make A Difference”, 
and our state leaders have helped Posts, Units, 
and Squadrons throughout the State of Texas do 
just that!

Detachment Commander Bill Kuehner Homecoming
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CAMP MABRY, Texas - The Texas Merci boxcar, a gift from 
the people of France, was welcomed to the Texas Military 
Forces Museum at Camp Mabry in Austin, Texas, in a  
ceremony held on post, Feb. 23, 2014.
 
This small antique boxcar was one of 49 given to the United 
States in 1949 as part of the Gratitude Train in the French 
response to the Friendship Train of 1947 which provided 
much needed food and supplies to communities in France 
after WWII.  Each boxcar was decorated and filled with  
approximately 1,000 gifts from the people of France.  The 
Texas Merci Boxcar was received in February 1949 by 
a host of dignitaries from the State of Texas, American 
Legion Department of Texas and the Forty & Eight Grande 
Voiture du Texas.  The boxcar itself was given to the Grande 
Voiture du Texas and was put on display at American 
Legion Travis Post 76 in 1952.  The Texas 40 & 8 group 
has held an annual pilgrimage and memorial service each 
February at Travis Post 76 since and has now carried this 
event back to Camp Mabry.  

Organized by the Grande Voiture du Texas, Grand Chef de 
Gare David Knutson welcomed those who attended.  “We 
are here today because of the founders of the 40 & 8 who started this organization from within the American Legion in 
1920,” said Knutson.  “The creation of this organization and the connection to the people of France, both in WWI and 
WWII, led to the State of Texas receiving this historic symbol of “Good Will & Gratitude.”

The ceremony boasted several unique speakers. The mayor of Austin, Lee Leffingwell, read a proclamation, making Feb. 
23, 2014 Texas Merci Boxcar Day in Austin. Retired Navy Lt. Michael Thornton, and Medal of Honor recipient, attended 
as the keynote speaker.  “Freedom is built on blood, sweat, and tears,” said Thornton. “Today we commemorate this.”

TEXAS MERCI BOXCAR REDEDICATION HELD AT  
THE TEXAS MILITARY FORCES MUSEUM

Department Commander James Fleming spoke as one 
of the special guest speakers during the rededication 
the historical Texas Merci Boxcar on February 23, 2014 
at Camp Mabry in Austin, Texas. 

American Legion Past National Commander John Brieden III briefly addressed the crowd at the event and then 
introduced the Keynote Speaker Lt USN (Ret) and Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient Mike Thornton.  
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Freedom and the relationship between the French and the American people was the dominant theme during the ceremony, as many 
recalled how the boxcar symbolized the struggle for freedom that both countries’ service members have fought for together through-
out the years. 

“This is a special day to commemorate a special relationship,” said Sujiro Seam, Consul General of France in Houston. “French and 
American soldiers spilled blood together. That means much more than the dispute on how to name your fries.”  

“France was the first ally of the United States,” said Seam indicating the role the French military played during the American Revolu-
tion. “But France was also the first country to recognize the Republic of Texas. I hope you Texans know that France was the first ally 
of Texas.”

“One of the great symbols of World War I and World War II is the boxcar,” said Jeff Hunt, Texas Military Forces museum director. “It is 
very fitting that the boxcar will have a permanent place with the Texas Military Forces where we can remember what Americans and 
French did together and continue to do together, in various places around the world.”

The Texas Merci Boxcar is on extended display of The Texas Military Forces 
Museum which is open Tue – Sun 10am-4pm.  For more information go to 
one of the websites listed below. 

http://texasmilitaryforcesmuseum.org/ or www.texasboxcar.org

Story written in part by:  Capt. Martha Nigrelle / TXMF / 02.24.14 
Edited with permission by:  David Knutson, Grand Chef de Gare
Photos by Clark Patterson, Austin, Texas (permissions granted)

TEXAS MERCI BOXCAR REDEDICATION HELD AT  
THE TEXAS MILITARY FORCES MUSEUM

Far Left:  CMH recipient Mike Thornton and Department Commander Jim Fleming    Seated Far Right:  Consul 
General Sujiro Seam of the French Embassy in Houston. Speaking:  Texas Military Forces Museum Director Jeff 
Hunt (wearing a WWI style uniform) and helps welcome the Merci Boxcar back to Camp Mabry



         
             VETERANS         

   BENEFIT/OUTREACH  
                  FAIR 
        SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2014 
                  9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
                                   
                                   SPONSORED BY:  
         AMERICAN LEGION POST 320 
 LOCATION:  GILMER CIVIC CENTER, GILMER, TX 
                                        1925 N. WOOD ST. (NEXT TO WAL-MART) 
           
Counselors from the Veterans Administration, Texas Veteran’s Commission, Texas 
Veterans Land Board, Texas Workforce Commission, East Texas Veteran’s Resource 
Center, and many more Local and State Agencies which can and do provide services 
to Veterans and Families of Veterans will be on hand to discuss and help with any 
questions, claims, and basic benefits available. 
Doors open at 9:00 am, and all counseling will be on a “first come – first serve” basis.  
However, all wishing counseling will receive help.  All Veterans, Spouses of 
Veterans, or the family members of a Veteran are encouraged to attend. 
ALL SERVICES ARE FREE!! 
 
For more information contact one of the following: 
Jerry Holsworth – 903-399-2818, Bobby Baker – 903-720-2316 
John Brewer – 903-854-4550, Leroy Anderson – 903-472-2003 



LIT FAST FACTS:

� Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

� Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

� Over 675,000 members enrolled.

� As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

� As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

� Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

� Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

FEATURED PLANS:*

� Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

� Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

� Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

� Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

� Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

� Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

� LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

� Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

� Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,
and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST (LIT)
Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America

Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans

Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS

BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269

26464

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid

INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!
� Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and

mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.

� Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.
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GET UPDATED!

More than 165,000 subscribers 
now receive the American Legion’s

WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER!
News • Features • Interviews • Photo Galleries 

Exclusive Videos • Interactive Features • Reunions

YOU’RE JUST A CLICK AWAY!
Go to www.legion.org and click on “Get Updated!” 

From The American Legion, 
Department of Texas 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The 

Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits 
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our 

members needs while being the only such program to 
benefit our Department. 

 
For more information on the products and services 

provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, 
 

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218 

 
Or visit us on the web at: 
www.theLIT.com 


