
Message from the Commander

Greetings,

Spring is here and the districts have started 
their conventions. Therefore American Legion 
members are busy all across the state. It 
also means our department convention is 
only 3 months away. My year as Commander 
has gone by quickly. I suppose it is due to 
always being on the go. 

April is Children and Youth Month. I hope all 
of the Posts are working on selecting their 
candidates for Boy’s State. We have extra 
space available this year at UT. I certainly hope we are able to fill all of 
the openings. If your Post does not have the funds there are many  
companies and organizations that are willing to donate the money to 
insure that a student may attend. This is a well-respected program.  If 
you are able to attend the “Legion Night” please do so. It is a unique 
experience. 

Baseball season is here. This program has been around since 1925 and 
is well recognized throughout the United States.

Please show your support by attending American Legion Baseball 
games. We have some very talented young men playing this year. 

Membership is not doing as well as I had hoped for this year. Please 
do not stop now. There is still time to meet your goals. There are many 
Posts that are at 90% or higher. I know those Post have time to make 
100% before the deadline if they just keep working. If everyone will sign 
up 1 new member this month we can make goal.

I hope you can take some time to enjoy the spring weather because 
summer will be here soon.

For God and Country,
Lynn
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HINTS FROM HINCE

OK…so it is that time of year again and it is time to get going on 
those awards nominations, awards programs and recognitions 
for all who have been part of our great programs.

I have been honored to be at some oratorical contests and we 
have some great contestants.

HINT: Write a note to each student (and maybe their parents) 
thanking them for being part of our program and encouraging 
them for next year..if not a senior! 

The small town of Franklin hosts an annual award dinner for 
their law enforcement force…and some are even veterans!! It 
is a special night for all involved and Commander Bruce Boller 
always makes everyone feel special.

HINT: If you hold these events, take the paperwork and put them 
in for State and National Awards. Would love to see Texas back 
on the National Stage like last year in Charlotte!

We are just now back from DC where we met with our legislators 
about veteran’s programs and all were so proud of the work that 
our Legion families are doing. The more they hear from each of 
us, the more they can help.

HINT: Put your folks in both Austin and Washington on a mailing 
list and just email them when you have something great going 
on!

As someone who is not eligible for the VFW , I still read their 
magazine. This last month Texas A&M was recognized as being 
#1 in taking care of veterans!

HINT: Make a call to your local colleges and you will be surprised 
how many programs are available to vets.

God bless
Gerry Hince
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple 
guidelines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your 
file as the name of the article, so we can 
keep track of it. And be sure to make it clear 
who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are 
just forwarding it to us. 
 
• Please include any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. Let 
us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the following issue. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Merriam-Webster dictionary defines the word tool as - “something (as an instrument of apparatus) 
used in performing an operation or necessary in the practice of a vocation or profession. Example; 
a scholars books are his tools.” Wikipedia defies tool as “any physical item that can be used to 
achieve a goal”.

The American Legion has many tools available to help us grow in knowledge. One such tool is the 
American Legion Extension Institute (ALEI) course, which can be taken online or in a seminar set-
ting.

We also have tools available to help us grow our membership such as the Department Membership 
Report which is updated daily. To view this tool - go to txlegion.org, select the Membership tab, then 
Current Reports, then at the top of the page select your District number and then look for your Post 
name. As you read the report pay special attention to the following:

• Observe your All-Time High and compare it to your current goal. How are these two numbers  
different and why? Is your membership growing or declining?

• Reflect on the number of New members for this year. Does it equal 15% of your goal? To account 
for attrition each Post must have 15% new members each year.

• Look at the On-Line Renewals column. If this number is less than the combined State average of 
12% (National is 15%+) you may be missing an opportunity.

• Study the 345 T’fers number. Is it at least 5% of your goal? If not you are missing out on the 
greatest opportunity to grow membership that we have. 

• Review the 2015 Total number. Is your Post leading or trailing in your District? Has your Post  
attained at least 98% of your assigned goal? Will your Post have 100% by May 6, 2015? How are 
you helping to ensure your Post attaints goal this year?

• What is the date in the Last Trans column? If it is more than 30 days old you could be in violation 
of the Department Constitution & By-Laws.

Tools are designed to help us be successful, but only if they are used effectively.

“Let’s Lead The Way”
Fred

Fred’s Focus 
Message from the Vice Commander
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CASTROVILLE.  “A Special Event … Just for Veterans” was hosted by The American Legion’s 
Weiss-Wurzbach Post 460 on Saturday March 21 in Castroville.  The free event, which included 
a job fair and a veterans benefits seminar, was held in conjunction with the Spring Convention of 
The American Legion’s 23rd District.

Highlighting the event was a very informative talk by renowned speaker Thomas J. Lynch of the 
Thomas More Law Center.  A graduate of the United States Military Academy at West Point,  
Lieutenant Colonel Lynch assumed the newly created position of Director of Mission Advancement 
at the Law Center after retiring from the U.S. Army.  He reports directly to the Center’s President 
and Chief Counsel.  

During his talk, Lynch discussed the involvement of the Law Center in many court cases, espe-
cially those cases in which religious freedom must be defended, and cases that defend students 
against unwanted indoctrination of the Muslim so called “religion” in our public schools.

“The Christian values upon which this Nation was founded are under attack,” Lynch said. “The 
ACLU and like-minded organizations are using sympathetic courts to destroy the religious and 
moral foundations of our great nation. Using the metaphor, ‘a wall of separation between church 
and state,’ which is found nowhere in our Constitution, they attack crosses, Ten Commandment 
monuments, Nativity displays, Christmas celebrations in public schools, the Pledge of Allegiance, 
our national motto, ‘In God We Trust’ and prayers at public meetings. The main battleground in 
this culture war is the courtroom and that is where the Thomas More Law Center is defending 
the religious freedom of Christians.”

23rd District Commander Jerome Iltis said, “We had the privilege to hear Mr. Lynch courageously 
speak about the serious attacks to our Constitution that could adversely affect the freedom of 
our children and grandchildren.”  Lamenting the absence of reports about these issues in the 
mainstream media, Iltis continued, “Every citizen, especially Legionnaires, should know about 
the domestic threats to our national security and about the blatant infringements to our  
constitutional rights that are occurring more frequently without our knowledge.”

The Thomas More Law Center is a national public interest law firm based in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Its mission is to preserve and promote America’s Judeo-Christian heritage and moral values, a 
strong national defense, and an independent and sovereign United States of America.

Veterans Visit Castroville to Hear Speaker
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Legionnaires of the State of Texas, on March 9, 2015, the Legislative Commission and  
Committee met in Austin.  We received briefings from members of the Texas Coalition of  
Veteran Organizations about Bills that the Legion felt were beneficial to all Texas Veterans.

On, Tuesday Morning, March 10, 2015, we converged on the State Capitol to visit the Senators 
and Legislators representing our Districts, for the next two days.  I want to thank each member 
of the Committee that attended and walked the halls of the Capitol.  

I and the whole Legislative Committee want to thank Commander Lynn Sparks for this oppor-
tunity to serve and represent our great Organization before our elected Officials.  I know from 
responses from Committee members; first of all it was great time, and second a very produc-
tive time.

On Tuesday afternoon, Commander Lynn Sparks, ANEC Butch Sparks, Department Adjutant 
Bill West, and I were provided with the opportunity to have a meeting with LT. Governor Dan 
Patrick in his Capitol Office.  Each of us walked away knowing we had a great meeting and a 
deep respect for Mr. Patrick.

Now, I must say one of the better highlights of our Capitol visit was being able to take time to 
go out and see the new Vietnam Veterans Memorial, which was dedicated just a year ago.  If 
you come to Austin, you must go see it.  It is amazing!!

Again, thanks to this great opportunity to serve you.

Bobby Baker
Chairman 
Department Legislative Commission

Response to Legislative Commission



LIT FAST FACTS:

� Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

� Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

� Over 675,000 members enrolled.

� As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

� As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

� Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

� Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

FEATURED PLANS:*

� Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

� Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

� Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

� Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

� Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

� Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

� LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

� Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

� Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,
and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST (LIT)
Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America

Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans

Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS

BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269

26464

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid

INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!
� Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and

mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.

� Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.
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The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The 

Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits 
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our 

members needs while being the only such program to 
benefit our Department. 

 
For more information on the products and services 

provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, 
 

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218 

 
Or visit us on the web at: 
www.theLIT.com 


