Message from the Commander
Growing our Membership will require us to start new Posts.
It only takes 15 members to start a new Post. We need new
members who have the enthusiasm to start the Post, but
members, who have already paid their dues for 2017, can be
transferred from Post 345. The opportunities are in every
District. Small cities with 5,000 to 10,000 residents will
sustain a Post and grow.
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Do you have an article or
announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please send all
submissions to
times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month
and it will appear in the
following issue

National Commander Charles Schmidt’s motto this year
is “Carry the Legacy Forward.” He is asking us to include
young veterans in our Post leadership. The number of Iraq
and Afghanistan veterans is now about equal to the number
of Vietnam Veterans. We still need to recruit the Vietnam
veterans, but it is time to ask the younger veterans to step
up and assume a leadership position in our Posts.
Last Saturday, my Post conducted a Post revitalization effort. We downloaded a list of
expired members for 2014 to 2016. Members volunteered to visit 15 homes to either
talk to the former legionnaires or leave a door hanger to let them know that we wanted
them to rejoin our Post. Most volunteers chose members in a couple of zip codes and
probably completed their task in 2 to 3 hours. Past Department Commander John
McKinny and I took on the task of visiting the homes of all the zip codes that were not
selected by other volunteers. This required additional time to cover addresses all over
the city. Thus, it took us all day to complete the task. However, this was one Saturday’s
effort.
We offered condolences to the spouses of those members we found that were deceased.
We noted the member addresses that appeared to have moved. We recruited former
members and we left a lot of door hangers asking other veterans to rejoin. We made the
effort to contact all the expired members.
A young marine veteran with two young children told us he was attending law school in
order to start a new career. He indicated that he had visited another veteran’s service
organization and was disappointed that they ignored his young children. He did not see
activities for his family. Many of our activities are aimed at high school age children.
Boys State, Girls State, Oratorical are examples. However, Scouting, Junior Shooting and
School Awards can be directed at many age groups. In addition, we can have physical
activities at our Posts. Family days with meals, games and activities will attract the young
veterans. This young veteran joined our Post and looks forward to attending Family
oriented activities. If your Post is involved in your community, your community will be
involved with your Post.
Next, our Post will call upon paid 2017 Post 345 members to come help us revitalize
our Post and volunteer to organize new activities for the family.
This is the time we need the big push to get our membership. I’ll thank you in advance
for your effort.
Walter Ivie
Department Commander
2016-2017
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Message from the Auxiliary
My goodness spring is here! I’m reminded of a sign that reads, “Caution!
Objects in Calendar Are Closer Than They Appear.” These words could not
be truer than when I gaze upon the Membership timelines. Looking at
the calendar from last year’s membership timelines to the current year’s
membership timelines creates an element of excitement for the American
Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas. Granted we are still approximately
800 members behind from last year, but I know that we are all working
closely with our Legionnaires to get their wives, sisters, mothers, grandmothers, daughters, granddaughters and great granddaughters signed up.
There comes a time when you see how much this organization means to
you. I ask you to close your eyes and think of your community without an
American Legion Auxiliary unit, a SAL Squadron or an American Legion
Post. What would be missing? Would the quality of life for veterans and
their families be the same? Would students receive scholarships, learn
about patriotism and the flag, and so on? If that doesn’t motivate you to
continue to work the Auxiliary’s mission, then I don’t know what will.
The American Legion Oratorical Department contest was overwhelming.
The contestants were remarkable. The winner came from Division 1! Yay!
Congrats to Post 379 Bedford.
In March Commander Walter and I toured the VA Medical Centers in Amarillo and Big Spring. It’s good to hear how the VA Medical Centers appreciate our VAVS volunteers. A lot of our donations could not be accomplished
without the generous support of our units.
I’m looking forward to attending as many Spring District Conventions as
possible to hear what our wonderful units have done this year.
Remember to always “Bee-Lieve in Our Mission”.
MaryAnn Paul
Department of Texas
President
2016-2017

The Legion Times is published online
12 times a year by the
American Legion,
Department of Texas

2

2 016 -2017 DEPARTMENT O FFI CERS
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement
to share with the rest of the Department of
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guidelines for submissions.
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf).
• Save your article with a proper file name so
we can easily recognize it.
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better)
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so
we can track them along with your article.

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding
captions, name of the photographer, etc.
• Please spell check everything! Especially
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by
simply running your spell check function in
your word processing software.
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in
the following issue. This way we have plenty
of time to work with in case we need to clarify
anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from TEXALPA
Dear Post Family,
Since many our Post Families work hard to promote our great organization through publications, websites
and social media, they should have continuous support and be recognized for their efforts. If your Post, Unit,
Squadron or Chapter is doing this already, we need you. We want you!
Membership in TEXALPA is crucial to our organization. Membership is open to those American Legion Family
members in good standing and to other organizations allied with public relations, publications, and news
services that are charged with communicating the American Legion’s message. Membership in TEXALPA is
only $5 per year. I encourage our Post Families to join this organization so that we may continue to share our
successes with our members and so that we may continue to be the voice of our Nation’s veterans,
active duty military and our military families.
The 2017 TEXALPA Award submissions are due May 15, 2017. If you are a member and wish to submit and be recognized for your and/or
your Post , Unit, Squadron or Chapter’s work, please see the TEXALPA Contest Rules on the TEXALPA page at txlegion.org under affilates.
Thank you for your years of service to my American Legion Family. If you have any questions about TEXALPA or contest submissions, please
feel free to contact me at (817) 371-9762 or texalpa.president@gmail.com
For God & Country,
Rachael M. Watson
TEXALPA President

Audie Murphy Day

GREENVILLE, Texas - To honor and remember our nation’s military heroes, Audie Murphy Day will be Saturday,
May 13th. This annual event, which is free and open to the public, is hosted by the Audie Murphy/American Cotton
Museum to celebrate Audie Leon Murphy, the most decorated combat soldier of World War II, as well as military
veterans and those currently serving our country.
Audie Murphy Day, May 13th, centers on the life of Audie Murphy, a native son of Hunt County, war hero, Hollywood
film star and accomplished songwriter. This year’s events will consist of a variety of speakers, displays and living
history demonstrations. Noted speakers include Col. Richard Kaniss, President of the Association of United States
Army North Texas Audie Murphy Chapter, music journalist Coy Prather, actor Brett Halsey and a WWII encampment
by Able Company, 1st Battalion, 502nd parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division.
Actor Brett Halsey has starred in over 100 films and was in To Hell & Back with Audie Murphy. Some of his best
known films include Return of the Fly and the Godfather: Part III. He earned a Golden Globe for his performance in
Desire in the Dust and for the tv episode “New Star of the Year” in Follow the Sun.
Saturday morning’s events will be held at the Fletcher Warren Civic Center at 5501 Hwy 69 South in Greenville and
the afternoon and evening events will move to the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum located at 600 I-30
East in Greenville. A regular admission charge of $6 adults, $4 seniors and $2 students will apply to enter the
Museum. These are just some of the activities taking place. Contact the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum
at (903) 450-4502 or visit the website at www.amacmuseum.com for additional information. Funding for this event
is provided in part by the City of Greenville Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax
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HINTS from HINCE
I admit it…I took history classes in college because they
were male heavy classes and majors. However, the recent
World War 1 Commission has this Yankee hooked and you
all need to think about getting involved.
Here in little ole Bryan-College Station, we have a group of
20 who meet monthly and email weekly about the stories
and the treasures we are finding in our community. It is an
opportunity to get the Legion out there with the masses and
to share all our love of God and Country. Our Post welcomes
the group to use its facilities for its meetings and as a result,
we have had folks come to Waco Street who have never been
to that part of town! Post 159 is now a recognized friend to
groups like the DAR and the like.
Personally a Post member has stepped forward and is now
a vital part of our undertaking as we discover the number
of blacks who served in the War to end all Wars. All I did
was ask him if he knew someone who knew where the old
cemeteries were and now he is my right hand man!
HINTS FROM HINCE: Get involved with the Texas Legion
Commission and see if your county or town also have one.
There are so many great stories to be told and to be heard!
The Museum of the American G.I. and Texas A&M are working
on displays and there are equally as good sources of knowledge
and equipment around the State.

WE WILL NOT BE HERE FOR THE 200th... so start in the
celebration today!
It’s that time of year again and we should be writing awards
and certificates of all the hard work, initiatives and leadership
given to our Legion. In another section of the Legion Times,
TEXALPA shares their information and due dates. Remember
the state also has public relations awards. Our Public relations
contest stops at the state levels but… are easier to do! I would
encourage you to reward and honor all media on all levels
possible.
If your Post is not into entering contests or blowing its own
horn, take the time to honor folks who have helped you
with a certificate, a letter, a free dinner. Statistics prove that
groups that say “thank you” are well served groups.

HINTS FROM HINCE: At your next leadership meeting, ask

for a list of businesses or individuals who have helped you
to have a great Legion year. At my old Post (yes…I just did
the comparison!) we just had folks write names down and
turn them in with a phrase or a few words on what they
did. The Commander then wrote notes of thanks to all AND
invited them for a dinner. Everyone involved loved it because
folks who gave a lot were thanked but so were the little guy
or girl.
Walking the halls of Congress last month (that writes well!)
it was so neat to have interns, staff and even members of
Congress come up to us and tell us they knew what our
caps stood for AND they had participated in Boys or Girls
State!
If you have never done it, do a search and see how many “big
shots” were part of that program in high school. It is always
great to sit on scholarship committees or even Congressional
selection teams and to see in writing and hear these young
Texans talk about their experience.
HINTS FROM HINCE: Keep working the Boys State and Girls

State Programs. If you can, take a day and go see it in person.
It will be well worth your while.
Be sure to thank the folks at the Post who are working
these programs. They are silent heroes in my book because
this program is a winner and they make it possible.
April brings the Easter bunny and in most of the state,
District conventions. These are great opportunities to share
ideas, to be trained and to work together for a stronger
Legion state wide.
Even if you are from a small Post, or a brand new one, or a
very old one…please try to make all or part of the gatherings.
HINTS FROM HINCE: Conventions are we learn more to

become better Legionnaires, to make better Posts and to
build a better America. These 3 reasons alone are the best
advertising on why you should be a delegate.
God Bless
Gerry Hince
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Chaplain’s Corner
In the United States there are probably more religious observances in April than in any other month. I won’t begin to list
them all here – but take my word for it.
This month, my thoughts and prayers focused on April 24, Yom SaShoan or
Holocaust Remembrance Day. It is Israel’s day of commemoration for the
approximately six million Jews who perished in the Holocaust as a result of
the actions carried out by Nazi Germany during WW II and the Jewish resistance
during that period.
Unfortunately, there is a tendency not to learn from history as genocide is carried
out today in the most horrific ways by those holding radical religious beliefs.
In 1945, American troops — including at least one ethnically segregated artillery
battalion of the U.S. Army, many of whose own relatives were themselves interned
during the war on American soil — liberated the Dachau concentration camp and
a number of its satellite camps, as well as rescuing hundreds of Jewish-ethnicity
camp inmates driven southwards from Dachau by the Nazis on a death march only
days later.
General Eisenhower had already initiated a remembrance program when, after U.S. forces liberated Ohrdruf (a sub-camp
of Buchenwald), Eisenhower called for reporters from the United States and United Kingdom to document evidence of the
Holocaust, so that, Eisenhower said, the time would never come when such atrocities could be denied, and reports about
them could be regarded as mere propaganda.
Eisenhower’s explained: “The American GI did not always understand what he was fighting for, so he should see this
evidence, to understand, at least, what he was fighting against.” These words are as true today as the day they were first
spoken.
The Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust (DRVH) was designated as such by the United States Congress for
civic commemorations and special educational programs that help citizens remember and draw lessons from the Holocaust.
A National Civic Commemoration is held in Washington, D.C., with state, city, and local ceremonies and programs held in
most of the fifty states, and on U.S. military ships and stations around the world. The United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum designates a theme for each year’s programs, and provides materials to help support remembrance efforts.
A House Joint resolution in 1979 designated six days in April as “Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust (DRVH).”
In 1989, the year the revised Department of Defense Guide for DRVH observances was issued, President George H. W.
Bush summed up the goal not only for military participation, but for the annual National Days of Remembrance of the
Victims of the Holocaust, as a whole:
“Our challenge today is to insist that time will not become the Nazis’ friend, that time will not fade our sense of specificity,
the uniqueness of the Holocaust, that time will not lead us to make the Holocaust into an abstraction. Our challenge today
is to remember the Holocaust, for if we remember we will, as our soldiers did, look its evil in the face.... For memory is our
duty to the past, and memory is our duty to the future.”
Shalom!
Harvey H. Klee
National Chaplain 2016-2017
Department Chaplain 2016-2017
www.texaschaplains.org
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A PROUD LEGIONNAIRE’S STORY
THE FLAG CEREMONY
By Skip Whittle
Post Adjutant
American Legion - Kenneth B. May, Jr., Post 232
Longview Texas
I am a proud American Military Veteran who joined the U.S. Navy shortly out of high school in 1969 during
the Cold War.
After separating from military service, I moved with my family to the Longview, Texas, area where I gained
employment with the City as a water meter reader. I retired after 32 years as the City’s Building Official,
having been responsible for the safety and welfare of the public in the structures where they lived, worked,
worshipped, shopped and their children went to school.
Upon retirement, an old friend reminded me that a veteran is someone who signed up and wrote a blank
check, payable to the United States of America, that included payment “up to and including loss of life”.
He invited me to join American Legion Post 232, which meets in a retirement facility. Shortly after joining,
I was elected Post Adjutant and I’m very proud of this vote of confidence. One of the things that drew me
to joining Post 232 is that members gather every few weekends to build handicap ramps for veterans and
their families. This is a must-do project for me to give back not only to my community, but to fellow veterans
who deserve help.
This past week everything changed for me as far as the mission of the American Legion is concerned. Our
Post Commander reached out and asked for a few volunteers to perform the Flag Ceremony at the funeral
of a fallen veteran. This veteran was not known to any of us, nor was his family or the small community
where he lived – we only knew that he was a fellow veteran. American Legion Post 232 members Jack
Lanier, Jim Doster, Ken McCormick, Joe Ramirez and I drove about 40 miles (during a thunderstorm) to
the small, predominantly African- American church for the services. At the grave site, with dignity, military
precision and respect for the honor due a military veteran, we performed the flag-folding ceremony. As the
American flag was presented to the widow of the fallen veteran, one of our Legionnaires played Taps on his
harmonica, the notes as always echoing with the souls of other fallen veterans on the gentle winds of the day.
I’ve always remembered the Flag Ceremony performed at my father’s funeral as one of the lasting memories
of my life. I can only hope the memory of this ceremony will be as lasting to not only the widow of our fallen
comrade, but to the younger generation of the family who witnessed the dedication of the Veterans of the
American Armed Forces, and especially the American Legion who keep these traditions and celebrations of
life alive. I’m proud to be a member of American Legion Kenneth B. May, Jr., Post 232 in Longview, Texas.
Skip Whittle
Adjutant
American Legion Post 232 Longview, Texas
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Earl Graham Post 159
Resource Fair

On Saturday March 4th, Bryan Post 159 held their second annual Resource Fair. The Post partnered with Houston Bar
Association, Lone Star Legal Aid, Central Texas Veterans Health Care System, and the Texas Veterans Commission, along
with many others. The purpose of the event was to provide a one stop shop for veterans in the community.
Attorneys from Houston were there to provide
assistance with wills and other civil legal matters.
Several veteran health care providers answered
question related to services and benefits claims.
16 employers were on site looking for veterans to
hire and put to work.
The turnout for the 3 hour resource fair was strong,
with over 60 veterans and their families in attendance.
Two veterans were given job offers on the day of
the fair.
T.J. Robie of the Texas Veterans Commission and a member of the Post 159, who helped put the fair together, was
happy with this year’s program. He stated that he would have liked to see a few more veterans take advantage of
what the fair had to offer. He said that it’s hard to get the word out, but for the second time of hosting the event it was
a great success.

2ND Vice Commander Susan Marty who chaired the
resource fair committee, said she is looking forward to
having it again next year. As the post continues to host
events like this, it shows the community that the American
Legion is here to serve Veterans in any way we can.
Finally Commander Steve Kim who was there to greet each veteran as they arrived at the post, said it made him
proud to see that The American Legion is living up to what those Veterans back in 1919 were all about. The Legion is
here to serve those that have served.
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Royse City Post Elects Officers
On March 20th The Royse City American Legion Post elected the first officers of it’s young post. While
the American Legion just celebrated its 98th birthday the Laramore-Osborne Post is only two months
into it’s existence. Knowing that we will change the lives of Veterans in the community is truly exciting.
Below are the members who were selected as officers:
Jason Castleberry - Post Commander and Post Historian
Mary Westbrook - Vice Commander
Steven Lowes - Post Adjutant
Danette Lowes - Finance Officer
Donald Weintraub - Judge Advocate
Dave Chamberlain - Post Chaplain
James Otis - Sergeant at Arms
Kurt Mueller - Post Service Officer
James Ballard - Executive Board
Gene Toohey - Executive Board
The post wants to thank all of our members who have helped us create this post. We want to thank the
Gold Star Families and the community of Royse City for all of their support. Without their support none
of this would be possible.

Pictured left to right: Dave Chamberlain, J.D. Ballard, Jason Castleberry, Donald Weintraub, Danette Lowes,
Steve Lowes, Mary Westbrook, James Otis and Kurt Mueller
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1919 - 2019

1919 - 2019
Celebrating our 100th Anniversary of the American Legion of Texas

LAPEL PIN
1919 - 2019

1919 - 2019

SHIRTS

1919

- 2019

1919 - 2019

1919 - 2019

Garrison Cap Bag
1919 - 2019

LAPEL PIN..................$ 4.00

CHALLENGE COIN

COIN............................$ 8.00
Garment Bag...........$20.00
Garrison Cap Bag....$ 8.00
Embroidered Shirts
$36.00
MENS
SM

Corner Stone
with or without pocket

GARMENT BAG

Circle One

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________________
CITY_________________________ZIP CODE___________

MED

LARGE

XL

2XLG............................$38.00
3XLG............................$40.00
4XLG............................$42.00
LADIES $36.00
SM

MED

LARGE

XL

2XLG............................$38.00
3XLG............................$40.00
4XLG............................$42.00
Enter Quantity in box
TOTAL ITEMS CHECKED_______.
TOTAL AMOUNT ________________

Check or money order also accepted
Mail to : American Legion PO Box 140527 Austin, TX. 78714
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100th Anniversary Order Form
The American Legion is fast approaching our 100th Anniversary and
the Department of Texas has several commemorative items available
for purchase to mark this milestone!
Please
see our order form on the previous page.
1919 - 2019
Just fill out and mail to the Department Headquarters with your
check or money order and we will send the items to you.

1919 - 2019

our 100th Anniversary of the American Legion of Texas
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way
to support your favorite charitable organization
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
1919 - 2019
same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable
organization.

LAPEL PIN

2019

SHIRTS

1919

1919 - 2019

- 2019

1919 - 2019

Garrison CapSimply
Bag go to smile.amazon.com, sign into

your normal Amazon account and then type in
“American Legion Charities Inc” in the search
LAPEL PIN..................$box
4.00when the prompt comes up. Amazon will
remember your selection, and then every eligible
COIN............................$purchase
8.00
you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

1919 - 2019

NGE COIN

Garment Bag...........$20.00

Cap Bag....$
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% Garrison
of the purchase
price8.00
from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
Embroidered Shirts
$36.00
MENS

SM

Corner Stone
with or without pocket

LARGE

MED

XL

2XLG............................$38.00
3XLG............................$40.00
4XLG............................$42.00
LADIES $36.00
SM

MED

LARGE

XL

2XLG............................$38.00
The purchase
minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, giftGARMENT
BAG price is the amount paid for the item
3XLG............................$40.00
wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited time promotions that
4XLG............................$42.00
increase the donation amount on one or more products
or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable
____________________________________
Circle One

organizations.

Enter Quantity in box

TOTAL ITEMS CHECKED_______.
____________________________________
_________________ZIP
CODE___________
________________
Please Note: Only purchases
at smile.amazon.com – TOTAL
not atAMOUNT
www.amazon.com
or the mobile app – support any charities.

y order also accepted
an Legion PO Box 140527 Austin, TX. 78714

TEXAS VETERANS FREE VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE PROGRAM EXPANDED
A bill was introduced in the Texas Legislation and passed that expanded the free vehicle license plate program for Veterans last summer.
The program now includes free plates for more of the military medals that are awarded our servicemen. We encourage you to look into this as
you may now qualify. It does require you to have your DD214 to send into Texas Department of Motor Vehicles(SPB), 4000 Jackson Ave, Austin, TX
78731. This takes about 4 weeks to process. For more information call them at 512-374-5010

What if you were Bob?

George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote,
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

What happens next?

They call 9-1-1 and are
admitted to the hospital

George has Emergency
Assistance Plus

Bob
does not

Both
require

George pays $0

Bob pays $16,000
Medical evacuation to a
facility that is able to
properly treat their condition

George pays $0

Medical
specialists to
monitor their
care

George pays $0

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100
Travel assistance to bring a
loved one to their bedside

George pays $0

=

George’s Total:

Bob pays $1,800
A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they
are unable to drive

$0

=

Bob’s Total:

$19,300!
40062

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for.
You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

From Your American
Legion Department

Emergency Assistance Plus®
Program

Prepared and
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives
than any other
There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain
your independence. Whether you need the go-anywhere protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered.

Endorsed by
Your Department of
The American Legion

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

We Buy Houses!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All Cash
Fast Close
As Is (no repairs
to make)
Estate
Foreclosure
No commission to pay
Best price for
your house

Call Mike
682-351-0040

rubycoproperties.com

