
American Legion Joins Department of Homeland  
Security in promoting Fifth Annual  

National Preparedness Month

	 WASHINGTON	(May	1,	2008)	--	The	American	Legion	has	joined	
with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security in promoting the fifth 
annual	National	Preparedness	Month	this	September	and	encourages	
Americans	to	prepare	for	emergencies	in	their	homes,	businesses	and	
communities.	This	year,	the	Ready	Campaign	is	encouraging	Americans	
to	take	simple	steps	to	prepare	including:	Get	a	Kit;	Make	a	Plan;	Be	In-
formed	about	the	different	types	of	emergencies	and	their	appropriate	
responses;	and	Get	Involved.	
										“As	military	veterans	we	understand	the	value	of	readiness,”	
said	Marty	Conatser,	national	commander	of	The	American	Legion.	
“As	a	country	at	war,	it	just	makes	good	sense	for	every	family	to	have	
a	disaster	plan	and	readiness	kit	with	three	days	of	food	and	supplies	
to	survive	potential	natural	disasters	or	terrorist	caused	catastrophic	
events.”
										“We	cannot	stress	enough	the	importance	of	being	prepared	for	
all	types	of	emergencies,	from	natural	disasters	to	terrorist	attacks,”	
said	Department	of	Homeland	Security	Secretary	Michael	Chertoff.	
“Having a plan can make all the difference, as the recent flooding and 
ice	storms	across	the	country	have	shown.	The	time	for	individuals,	fam-
ilies	and	businesses	to	plan	is	now,	and	to	resolve	to	make	readiness	a	
priority	for	2008.”
										With	more	than	14,000	American	Legion	posts	across	the	coun-
try,	Legionnaires	are	encouraged	to	plan	and	conduct	activities	and	
events	in	September	to	highlight	the	importance	of	emergency	pre-
paredness and promote individual involvement, such as first aid train-
ings,	town	hall	meetings	and	much	more.	Posts	may	broaden	their	
community	service	outreach	by	getting	involved	with	their	local	Citizen	
Corps	Councils	and	by	participating	in	Citizen	Corps	initiatives	and	pro-
grams.
										The	American	Legion	publication,	“Disaster	Preparedness	and	Re-
sponse	for	American	Legion	Posts	(Stock	#58-002),	contains	complete	
details	in	planning,	organizing,	and	executing	a	disaster	preparedness	
and	response	program.
											The	American	Legion	and	more	than	600	other	National	Pre-
paredness	Month	coalition	members	have	agreed	to	distribute	emer-
gency	preparedness	information	and	sponsor	activities	across	the	
country	that	will	promote	emergency	preparedness.	
										Individuals	interested	in	more	information	about	family	and	busi-
ness	preparedness	can	visit	www.ready.gov	or	call	1-800-BE-READY	to	
receive	free	materials.
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Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month and it 
will appear in the following issue.



AMERICAN LEGION LICENSE PLATES - Update

Due to recent legislative changes by the State of Texas and the De-
partment of Transportation the colors of vehicle license plates have 
been changed from blue lettering to black.

So we have had to redesign our license plates, which will now be 
ready for ordering the early part of July 2008.

The cost for the plates will be your regular yearly vehicle registration 
fee and $30.00 for the Plate. For those that want personalized plate 
there is an extra $40.00 fee for those.

The plates well also available for motorcycles and automobiles, it can 
be ordered with the handicapped symbol on the plate.

When you purchase the plate of the $22.00 will come back to the 
Texas American Legion Development Foundation to be used in the 
youth scholarship programs. So buy purchasing The American Legion 
License Plate you will continue to carry on one of the founding prin-
ciples of The American Legion the betterment of your youth.

The plates are available for all Legion, Auxiliary and SAL Members in 
the Department of Texas.

ANNUAL DEPARTMENT HISTORY CONTEST

This year the Annual Department History Contest will be held at the 
Department Convention in Corpus Christi.  The History room will open 
up at approximately 1pm on Thursday the 26th and History Books 
will be accepted at that time.  All entries should be presented to the 
History Contest Room in the Omni Bayfront Tower by 10am on Friday 
the 27th of June.  Judging will take place at 10:30 am and announce-
ment of winners will be made during the Legion meeting on Saturday 
afternoon.  

William Moore
Department Historian

2

The Legion Times

VoLume 89, issue 10
may 2008

Executive Director
William West

Editor
F.G. Adams

Send all correspondence 
and submissions to:

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527

Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138  /  F: 512.472.0603

E-mail: times@txlegion.org

The Legion Times assumes no 
responsibility for material 

submitted and reserves the right to 
edit any submissions. 

Editorial deadline is the 20th of every 
month for inclusion in the following 

month’s issue.
Subscription is included in the annual 
American Legion, Department of Texas 

dues. Contact the American Legion, 
Department of Texas  for extra copies, 

or copies for non-legionnaires.

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the 

American Legion Department of Texas
Member of:

American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.

Texas Press Association.

The Legion Times is published online 
12 times a year by the American 

Legion, Department of Texas

 
HEADLINE NEWS -  

Dept of Texas wins 2013 National Convention bid!

MORE INFO COMING SOON....

 
HAVE AN ARTICLE OR ANNOUNCEMENT?

Submit your text and/or photos to 
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every month
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INDIANAPOLIS (April 29, 2008) – KRIV FOX 26 in Houston, Texas has been selected to receive 
The American Legion’s Fourth Estate Award for a documentary chronicling the rehabilitation of 
wounded warriors from Iraq and Afghanistan.

“The Intrepid-Texas Lifeline,” went inside the Brooke Army Medical Center Burn unit where young 
men and women are battling the damage done by explosive blast and flame and coming to 
terms with facing a future without a piece of themselves – legs and arms gone forever.  The 
piece also featured those who descended on the Center from every corner of the country to de-
liver the wounded strength and hope.

“This production is truly a tribute to the warrior spirit, the love of families and the tender care be-
ing provided by fellow medics,” said Marty Conatser, national commander of The American Le-
gion. “The construction of the rehabilitation facility known as the Center for The Intrepid serves 
as a lasting testament of immense and continuing gratitude.”

Kathy Williams, Vice President and News Director, KRIV-TV added, “We would like to thank The 
American Legion for recognizing FOX 26 News with this award.  Our station has committed a 
great deal of resources to reporting on local military personnel and their families and ‘The In-
trepid-Texas Lifeline’ was a shared passion among those in our newsroom who worked on the 
piece.”

“This year’s nominations were extremely competitive, well written and presented,” said Robert 
L. Morrill, chairman of The American Legion’s Public Relations Commission. “But the KRIV docu-
mentary took the top honor with its riveting stories of America’s newest war veterans and their 
incomprehensive strength of spirit.”

Previous winners of the award include WFOR-TV in Miami, United Press International, The Day-
ton Daily News; Dateline NBC; Fortune Magazine; ABC News; and the Detroit News.

The award will be presented to the FOX 26 News team during the 90th National Convention of 
The American Legion in Phoenix, Ariz. on Aug. 28, 2008. The program may be viewed at http://
media.myfoxhouston.com/news/intrepid/.

With a membership of 2.7-million wartime veterans, The American Legion was founded in 1919 
on the four pillars of a strong national security, veterans affairs, Americanism, and patriotic 
youth programs. Legionnaires work for the betterment of their communities through more than 
14,000 posts across the nation.

KRIV FOX 26  is part of the Fox Television Stations, one of the nation’s largest owned-and-oper-
ated network broadcast groups, comprising 35 stations in 26 markets and covering nearly 45% 
of U.S. television homes.  This includes six duopolies in the top 10 markets: New York, Los Ange-
les, Chicago, Dallas, Washington D.C. and Houston; as well as duopolies in Minneapolis, Phoenix 
and Orlando. 

Contacts:

The	American	Legion
Joe	March	or	John	Raughter	at	(317)	630-1253

Fox	Television	Stations
Jessica	Moss	at	(212)	301-3817

KRIV FOX 26 Wins The American Legion’s 
Top Journalism Award



On April 5 El Paso Law Enforcement Post 74 conducted it’s quarterly Adopt-a-Highway clean up.  

Members of the post were helped by students 
from the Sandra Day O’Connor Law Enforce-
ment/Public Service Academy, a local mag-
net school.  Academy students are required 
to participate in community service projects.  
All of the academy instructors are members 
of the post and the post is on the academy’s 
advisory board.  Hotdogs, chips, cookies and 
water were provided after the clean up was 
finished.  One post member brought his por-
table gas grill to the work area on a trailer and  
set it up to cook the hotdogs.

In the photo to the right, Post Commander 
Glenn Scott is third from the right.  The other 
2 adults are academy instructors/post 74 
members.

Paul Dillard, Department Commander 
J.G. “Lupe” Garza, Department Vice Commander
Harvey Klee, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Judge Advocate
William Moore, Historian
Connie Jo Purchis, Sergeant-at-Arms
Ronald Cherry, NEC
Conrad Roberson, Alt NEC
C.W. Sparks, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Bob Squyres, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer (Houston)                                     
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Beverly Conway, Department Service Officer (Waco)
Raymond Wildman, Department Service Officer (Waco)

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Jimmy Walker, 1st Division Commander
Al Marlowe, 2nd Division Commander
Pablo Aguillon, 3rd Division Commander
Harry Hicks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker , 1st District Commander
Jerry Millwood, 2nd District Commander
Orval Miller, 3rd District Commander
Mark L Thomson, 4th District Commander
Dan Arnold, 5th District Commander
Glen Newman, 6th District Commander
Larry Eary, 7th District Commander
Dana Young, 8th District Commander
Robert R Rohan, 9th District Commander
Dan Musgrove, 10th District Commander
Kathy Warren-Miller, 11th District Commander
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander
Dale Anspach, 13th District Commander
James R Carney, Jr., 14th District Commander
Albert Cavazos, 15th District Commander
James (Dave) Crowder, 16th District Commander
George Simpson, 17th District Commander
Barry Schoenhals, 18th District Commander
Daniel Spence, 19th District Commander
Al B Saunders, 20th District Commander
Billy Rollwitz, 21st District Commander
Lynn E Sparks, 22nd District Commander
Jesus E Cantu, 23rd District Commander
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Post 74 Highway Clean Up
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Are you unable to work because of your service connected disabilities?  If so, you may be eligible for “Individual 
Unemployability,” or what is commonly referred to as IU. Individual Unemployability is a way that the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) can compensate veterans at the 100% rate if they are unable to work because of their service 
connected disabilities even though their actual disability rating is somewhat less than 100 percent. IU is based on 
the individual’s capacity to engage in substantially gainful employment which is defined as the inability to earn 
more than the federal poverty level established by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, for 
one person (or about $10,787 for the year 2007).  The effects of nonservice-connected disabilities as well as age 
are expressly prohibited from consideration.  This means that a veteran who is beyond the normal age of retire-
ment can still be eligible for IU.

Eligibility, in accordance with title 38 U.S.C. § 4.16 states that if the veteran has only one disability, it must be rated 
at 60 percent or more.  If there is more than one disability, at least one of them must be at  40 percent or more 
and a combined rating of  at least 70 percent.  However, there is a list of circumstances where the requirements 
of either a 40 percent or 60 percent disability may be met by a combination of disabilities considered as one dis-
ability such as those that affect a single body system, or arise from a single accident. The policy of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs is to rate veterans that are unable to secure or follow a substantially gainful occupation due to 
service-connected disabilities as totally disabled and compensate them accordingly.   

What you may not know is that the VA is required to investigate a claim for a possible IU when the evidence of 
record indicates the veteran may be eligible.  For instance, if the veteran puts in a claim for an increase in his ser-
vice-connected disability and has indicated that he is unable to work because of his medical condition, and other-
wise meets (or will meet) the eligibility requirements for IU, the VA must consider total disability based on IU.  Even 
though the veteran did not request consideration for IU, the VA is required to begin development of the claim as if it 
was formally requested by the veteran, (see Norris v. West, 12 Vet.App 413 (1999) 

You ask yourself, what medical evidence is needed to support a claim for Individual Unemployability?  The medi-
cal evidence must show that a service-connected physical or mental condition is so severe and disabling that the 
veteran cannot work because of it.  This evidence can be from both the VA and private sources and may contain de-
scriptions of physical limitations caused by a service-connected disability or contain a professional medical opinion 
regarding the veteran’s ability or inability to work.  If the VA finds  that the evidence of record is either incomplete 
or not sufficient to grant IU, the VA will schedule a VA examination and request a medical opinion regarding the 
veteran’s employability due to his service-connected disabilities.  

Once the veteran has been granted IU, he/she must be careful and submit a yearly VAF 21-4140, Employment 
Questionnaire, to certify continuance of  IU. This questionnaire is sent out automatically by the VA and requests 
that the veteran report any employment he/she has had during the past 12 months.  The only time this require-
ment does not have to be met is if the veteran reaches 70 years of age or has been in receipt of IU for the past 20 
years or more.  If the VA does not receive a completed VAF 21-4140 from the veteran within 60 days of the mailing, 
the IU may be reduced.  If the veteran was employed, but the employment is marginal, the IU will continue.  Mar-
ginal employment is  any work where wages are under the poverty level determined by the Bureau of Census.  One 
should note, however, that the VA will do an Income Verification Match (IVM)  with federal agencies such as the IRS 
and Social Security, to determine if the veteran has earned wages above the poverty level.

Individual Unemployability is not meant, by regulation, to be an automatic benefit whenever the veteran meets the 
qualifying scheduler evaluation, or reaches an advanced age.  However, the VA must investigate the possibility thor-
oughly as outlined in their own manual and training guidelines.

INDIVIDUAL UNEMPLOYABILITY
by Beverly Conway
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Wounded Tyler Soldier Receives New Van - 4/26/08

A wounded East Texas soldier received a special 
gift Saturday afternoon, one that will help him 
move forward in life. In January of 2007, the 
District 3 American Legion family started the 
Frank Fields Project and began raising money 
for a handicap-accessible van. Fields lost both 
his legs in Iraq when he was hit by a road side 
bomb. Saturday, after several bake sales, steak 
dinners and a chili cook-off, Fields received 
his brand new van. ”This has been months and 
months in the making,” said Fields. “There was 
so much behind the scenes that you can’t even 
describe it, so many people coming together 
and just putting forth to a great cause, and like 
I said it’s a blessing in a half.” After the van was 
purchased, Fields had around $8,000 left over. 
He decided to donate half of the money to the 
District 3 Heroes to Hometown program to help 
other soldier’s in need.

Molly Reuter, Reporting. (mreuter@kltv.com)


