
Message from the Commander

 
Duty, Honor, Country.  This is the theme chosen 
by our National Commander, Dale Barnett and its 
three words that capture the American Legion for 
the past decades.  The Legionnaires is spelled out 
in the Preamble to the Constitution of the American 
Legion.  It is our duty to “uphold and defend the 
Constitution of the United State of America.”   It is 
also our duty to “maintain law and order, to foster 
and perpetuate a 100 percent Americanism and 
to preserve the memories of our association in the 
Great Wars.” You can see these duties carried out 
in our National Security programs and when we 
take positions to support our constitution and when 
we teach flag etiquette to young people and sponsor the best youth programs in 
the country.  

Our duty to our communities is displayed every day through the great work of the 
local posts in Texas.  We advocate for all veterans regardless of social status or 
rank.  We support a strong national defense but never argued that “Might makes 
right,” for nobody hates war more than the warrior.  

We honor veterans by showing that we are proud to have served our country and 
serve an organization that was founded by great WW I veterans and has advo-
cated for the veteran and their family ever since.  Our status as veterans and 
Legionnaires is symbolic of service, sacrifice and patriotism.  

It is for our Country that the American Legion insists that our government deliver 
on President Lincoln’s promise “to care for him who shall have borne the battle 
and for his widow, and orphan”

Duty, Honor, Country.  How can we continue to remain effective in meeting these 
challenges today? We must remain active in our posts and mentor those who 
will come after us.  We must reach out to our communities and let them know 
what we do as advocates for veterans and the community in which we live.  We 
must grow as an organization.  We can only accomplish these challenges if you 
commit to Serving Who Served.  Thanks for being a Legionnaire.

For God and Country,
John D. McKinny
Commander

CONTENTS

Message from the 
Commander     1 

Hints from Hince           2

Membership Musings          4 

Message from the 
Auxiliary President           5

Chaplain’s Corner           6

Knebel Post 83 Ceremony          7 

Audie Murphy Day           8

Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to  

times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month  

and it will appear in the  
following issue

mailto:times%40txlegion.org%20%20?subject=Times%20Submission


HINTS FROM HINCE

In Aggieland, students are packing up their goods and getting ready to 
head home..or to study abroad ..or to go to boot camp..or to summer 
jobs. But in local American Legions, work continues. Iola is in the process 
of massive fundraising for a post home. Corsicana is pushing Boys State 
and Granbury is giving out school awards left and right. What a perfect 
time to share the good news of OUR Legion with OUR community!

HINT: Do a press release about upcoming activities, put the event on  
local calendars of the Chamber of Commerce, advertise in Church  
bulletins and then do a follow-up article to say how great it was and write 
a letter to the editor to say thank you for all the support. THIS WORKS! If 
you need help, ask.

GET OUT AND VOTE. The ongoing debates and gatherings are certainly 
gaining their share of the television time and at least one Post is taking 
full advantage of the media hype. Post 178 in Plano is to be congratulated 
for their recent collaboration with their local high school in helping to 
register students. The Post worked with the high school and set up tables 
to get qualified students to register and used last year’s Boys State  
participants in their drive. They wore their caps and got the word out that 
the American Legion cared and wanted to help each of them become 
more productive citizens.

HINT: Contact Post 178 for more info and do your own drive. You still 
have lots of school days left and you might even find some veterans in 
the faculty or administration to share in our message and our  
organization. 

Congratulations to Post 179 and Fred Rogers for a job well done and a 
story well shared.

Texas has a winner in their oratorical entry this spring. Annabelle  
Malinowski of Mansfield was sponsored by the Midlothian Post and 
represented Texas at National on 17 April. Her parents are Liz and Jim 
Malinowski of Mansfield . In addition, Sue and George Collins of the Post 
traveled to Indianapolis to cheer her own.

HINT: 6th District and 2nd Division are to be applauded for their selection 
of this young lady. We could not have found a better example of a young 
citizen who lives “For God and Country.” If you are within driving distance, 
consider asking her to come and share her speech…and maybe get your 
Oratorical crew fired up about 2017!
 

God bless,
Gerry Hince
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

John McKinny, Department Commander
John Hince, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
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Congratulations to Commanders Bob Masten (20th District), Phil Westerman (16th District), and Juan Tor-
res (22nd District) for being above 90% for membership. Sufficient time remains for several of our Districts to 
achieve 100%.  

There is no magic that makes that goal achievable. As always it remains Recruit, Retain, and Transfer. 

Recently I had the opportunity to attend a VA meeting at a local Post. As often happens, disgruntled fellow veter-
ans voice their dissatisfaction with the Veterans Administration. What was surprising was that many complaints 
addressed the way veterans were treated at the VA by discourteous staff members. As this “customer satisfac-
tion” issue was being discussed I thought about how we as Legionnaires treat people who come to our Posts. 
Are we welcoming? Do we greet people we do not know and strike up a conversation? Do we share what our 
Post does in the community? Do we convey that we are not just Legionnaires, but we are proud Legionnaires? If 
you can, imagine yourself walking into a new Post somewhere. How would you want to be treated? Now consider 
whether or not your Post treats new members and visitors as you would want to be treated.

For God and Country
John Hince

Membership Musings

American Legion Registers New Voters at Frisco High School

The American Legion Peter J Courcy Post 178 piloted a voter 
registration program at Frisco High School this week, reach-
ing out to 18 year olds and students who were 17 years old 
and 10 months before April 8, 2016.  

Volunteers registered students from both Denton and Collin 
Counties, as the school serves students from each.

The registration table was set up in the cafeteria over two 
days and students who had their driver’s license or other 
required identification could sign up in time to vote in the 
upcoming local elections.

The group registered approximately 30 students and hopes 
to return to Frisco High School in September 2016 and March 
2017 and possibly expand to other FISD campuses.

FLAPJACKS FOR FREEDOM sounds interesting and it was for folks in 
Bryan/College Station last month. Once again, our Posts continue to sup-
port the community and Post 159 opened up its doors for Aggie Shields 
to host a pancake breakfast to make money for the group.

Aggie Shields provides textbooks to veterans at Texas A&M. There are 
currently over 200 veterans in Aggieland and the American Legion is a 
key player in their support of these men and women.

The Veteran Student Organization (VSO) has been headed the last two 
years by Legion members and Aggies know if they need some one or 
something, they are just a phone call, an email or a text away from find-
ing help. It is a win-win situation!

20-4 PAST DIRECTOR DIES
 
Holy Week 2016 saw the passing of our beloved Janet Martin at Brooke 
Army  Medical Center in San Antonio.
 
Janet retired from the Army as a First SGT after 20 years in uniform. A 
paid up for life Legion member, she was a lifetime member of Post 83 in 
Austin. She served there as Commander from 1992-1994.
 
In addition, Janet was also 3rd Division from 2003-2004.
 
Serving as National Director of the 20-4 in 2000, Janet was an effective 
and efficient leader of the honor society of female veterans.
 
Following her death, her body was returned to hr hoem state of Ohio for 
burial on April 2nd.
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It’s May already! “Funny How Time Slips Away” is playing in my head these days, so…. 

The song I’ve chosen for this article is…..”Funny How Time Slips Away”, written by Texas’ Willie Nelson and 
recorded by Elvis in June of 1970 on the Elvis Country album. He could always take someone else’s song and 
make it his own.

The song is about the passage of time and old love. The words that speak to me are: 

How am I doin’?
Oh well I guess I’m doin’ fine.

It’s been so long now and it seems that
It was only yesterday

Mmm, aint’ it funny how time slips away

And why is it important, you ask?  Wella, wella….

Time is slipping away – The 2015 – 2016 year is almost over. 
District conventions are in the history books. I very much enjoyed those that I attended. 
Division conventions are almost upon us and I look forward to seeing everyone there. 
June brings Boys State in Austin and Girls State in Seguin at Texas Lutheran University. I look forward to both 
events and I will see TAL Commander John and SAL Detachment Commander Connie during my visit to Boys 
State. These will be such special memories I can treasure as this time is slip-sliding away.

I have had the pleasure of sharing many functions with Commanders John and/or Connie along the way. I  
wonder if they think time is slipping away as well? It has been my great honor and privilege to share so many 
ALA experiences with these fine men. They truly represent The American Legion and the Sons of The American 
Legion as they support the ALA activities and work together with us as a family.

Time is slipping away - For submitting reports and getting in membership before close of books for both our 
organizations. 

It seems that it was only yesterday - It seems that it was just last week it all began and we were in Beaumont 
and then San Antonio and then Austin or McAllen. Wait , I was just in McAllen for the 15th district convention. 
LOL

July will be here sooner than I anticipated – funny, how time slips away... But, I look forward to seeing many of 
you as I work toward our final concert date in El Paso and continuing to visit with old friends and meeting new 
ones in these final weeks. 

How am I doin’? Oh well I guess I’m doin’ fine.
It’s been so long now and it seems that it was only yesterday
Mmm, ain’t it funny how time slips away

Thank you all for making this time so special throughout this year… rest assured my 
memories will stay with me always. 

So, until next month, “Never Forget ‘Be the Light” and “thank you, thank you very 
much”.

Message from the Auxiliary
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May is a month filled with observed holidays starting 
with Law Day, falling on Sunday, May 1, and ending 
with Memorial Day, observed on Monday, May 30. They 
have a lot in common.

Law Day focuses upon appreciating our liberties, the 
affirmation of our loyalty to the United States, equal-
ity and justice,and respect for the law, while Memorial 
Day commemorates all Americans who have died in 
military service for the United States preserving those 
very values. 

On Memorial Day we are called upon to remember and 
respect those who have died, those whose days are 
gone. However, as is often the case, many people do 
not reflect upon the past during this holiday any more 
than they do on any other day.

The loss of memory is a sad thing. It cuts us off from 
days gone by. It strips away the treasured residue of 
past experience. It erases our personal history and 
leaves us unaccountably blank pages. Certainly it is 
unfortunate, inconvenient and at times embarrassing 
not to remember. 

Without doubt, for some people the failure of memory 
is largely unavoidable – for others, it is not. Sometimes 
we are forgetful because we neglect that which has 
gone before us and become inattentive to those who 
have preceded us. We center all of our attention only 
on our own time and place. We act as though the pres-
ent is all that matters and the past is some shabby 
thing that can be safely cast off and left behind like a 
worn-out pair of shoes.

In our age of ever-accelerating change, we don’t tend 
to look to the past to find our wisdom. We view what 
“has been” as largely irrelevant to what is now. The 
ancients are not our models. We place little value in 
traditions and inherited customs. And so when Memo-
rial Day rolls around, our thoughts do not automatically 
turn to the past and to the departed. 

Memorial Day can serve to promote a value that is elevat-
ed throughout the Scriptures, that value being the impor-

tance of remembrance. A failure of memory is not just 
something which leads to personal inconvenience or 
social embarrassment. It is a spiritual danger. A failure of 
memory in those things which are most significant results 
in a failure of faith. Forgetfulness erodes the foundation 
of our relationship with God.

Those who forgot the past fell into thanklessness. It 
is unlikely that we will do any better. If we forget the 
value of our heritage and the source of our blessings, 
it will become very easy for us to take for granted all 
that we have and all that we are. It will be very easy 
for us to begin believing that we can make our own 
way without God. With the blindness of pride we will 
very likely begin trusting in our own wisdom and power 
rather than relying upon the guidance and might of our 
Maker. Then in our wrong-headed self-confidence we 
will lose our way. For this reason it is crucial that we 
remember.

With Memorial Day upon us it is proper to think of the 
past and of those who have gone from this world. But 
this is not exclusively an exercise in looking behind 
and dwelling upon what has been. For those of faith 
believe that more wondrous things are yet to come 
for those who have gone before and paid the ultimate 
price in service to their country. Remember.

Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 2015=2016
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplain’s Corner

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2015-2016
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American Legion Knebel Post 83 in Austin, Texas was a shining star on April 15, 2016 when the post hosted a recognition ceremony for Combat Air 
Crew #26 of the B-29 Superfortress “City of Austin”. Named after the hometown of Aircraft Commander Hans P.N. Gammel III, a native of Austin, 
Texas, the crew flew numerous missions over Japan during the later months of World War 2 as part of the 314th Bomb Wing / 19th Bomb Group / 
28th Bomb Squadron. 

The idea of a recognition ceremony started when John Coulter, a retired school teacher from 
Tracy, Minnesota, who had a crew member speak to his history class on several occasions, 
wanted to get some recognition from the City of Austin, Texas for this crew member. Mr. 
Coulter called the Austin newspaper and others in the city with his story and got nothing 
but frustration. He then called Knebel Post 83 who along with support of Auxiliary Unit 83, 
Sons of the American Legion Squadron 83, Post 83 Legion Riders and 40 & 8 Travis County 
Voiture 175 all pulled together and put on a first class event in response to the request.

The Pilot, 1Lt Richard Donaldson, now 93, is the sole surviving crew member. He travelled 
from Tracy, Minnesota along family and friends where they were joined by relatives of other 
members from Crew #26. Kin of Aircraft Commander-Hans P.N. Gammel III, Tail Gunner-
Remo Lodi, Waist Gunner-Leland Diamond and Waist Gunner-Raymond Manees came from 
Tennessee, Ohio, Colorado, California, and Massachusetts for the event.

Post Commander Robert Reed opened the ceremony with assistance from the American Legion Travis Post 76 Color Guard. The program Emcee, Past 
Commander David Knutson, introduced the families of Crew #26 and narrated a slide show presentation explaining the duties of the B-29 crews from 
Guam in 1945. A tale of the crew from the “City of Milwaukee” getting a couple of cases of beer from their namesake city was told. When Crew #26 
tried the same thing they got a polite “Thank you and Keep up the Good Work” from their namesake, Austin. Settlement of that issue was then left for 
the Mayor of Austin to resolve.

American Legion Department of Texas Commander John McKinny addressed the group and then named each crew member during a tribute that 

concluded with a solo bagpiper from the Austin Police Drum and Pipe Corp playing Amazing Grace. 

Austin Mayor Steve Adler, an American Legion Oratorical Contest winner in his youth, addressed the group and read a Proclamation for the event. 
Mayor Adler was then presented with a plaque from Dick Donaldson with a photo of the air crew to be put up at City Hall to remember the crew mem-
bers of the B-29 Bomber “City of Austin”. 

Family members all expressed their gratitude to Post 83 and Mr. Donaldson stated he wished the other crew members were here for the event – we 
would have liked them all very much. Mr. Donaldson shared some memories of a mis-
sion 71 years earlier and other adventures faced by Crew #26. 
 
Mayor Adler and 1Lt Donaldson were surprised when some local Austin brewed “Peace-
maker” beer from Austin Beer-works was given in response to the request some 70 years 
earlier. 

NOTE: Mr. Donaldson was also the Keynote Speaker for the opening ceremony at the 
American Heroes Air Show at Camp Mabry on Saturday, April 16, 2016 where he publi-
cally thanked American Legion Post 83 and the City of Austin.

David J. Knutson, Past Commander
American Legion Knebel Post 83

Knebel Post 83 Recognition Ceremony
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GREENVILLE, Texas - To honor and remember our nation’s military heroes, Audie Murphy Day 
will be Saturday, May 14th.  This annual event, which is free and open to the public, is hosted 
by the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum to celebrate Audie Leon Murphy, the most 
decorated combat soldier of World War II, as well as military veterans and those currently 
serving our country. 

Audie Murphy Day, May 14th, centers on the life of Audie Murphy, a native son of Hunt County, 
war hero, Hollywood film star and accomplished songwriter.  This year’s events will consist of a 
variety of speakers, displays and entertainment.  Noted speakers include Bill O’Neal, the State 
Historian of Texas who has written 42 books one of which was East Texas in WWII which has 
a section on Audie Murphy, historian Michael West who helped create the A&E Biography of 
Audie Murphy, and actor Tommy Cook.

Actor Tommy Cook starred with Audie Murphy in Bad Boy and Night Passage. His first movie 
role was as Little Beaver in the twelve-part serial The Adventures of Red Ryder; he also filled 
the Little Beaver role in the radio version of Red Ryder from 1942-1945. Tommy appeared in 
nearly 100 films and television shows during his career. He has had active roles in Good Luck, 
Mr Yates; Tarzan and the Leopard Woman; American Guerrilla in the Philippines; and Panic 
in the Streets. A few television programs on which he had guest roles included Perry Mason, 
Streets of San Francisco, Have Gun Will Travel, The Rifleman, Chips, and Hart to Hart. An ex-
cellent tennis player, Tommy also developed careers as a tennis pro and a respected organizer 
of celebrity gala/charity events.

Saturday morning’s events will be held at the Fletcher Warren Civic Center at 5501 Hwy 69 
South in Greenville and the afternoon and evening events will move to the Audie Murphy/
American Cotton Museum located at 600 I-30 East in Greenville.  Doors will open at 8:30am 
with the program beginning at 9:30am.  A regular admission charge of $6 adults, $4 seniors 
and $2 students will apply to enter the Museum.  These are just some of the activities taking 
place.  Contact the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum at (903) 450-4502 or visit the 
website at www.amacmuseum.com for additional information.  

Funding for this event is provided in part by the City of Greenville Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax.

Audie Murphy Day

http://www.amacmuseum.com
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services


What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com/medicare-supplement
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