
Message from the Commander

The American legion stands up for veterans both in Washington 
and in Austin. Last week Past Department Commander John 
McKinny and I testified before the Higher Education Committee 
on several bills related to the Hinson-Hazlewood education 
benefits. This program, which started in 1923, provides free 
tuition to wartime veterans who were legal residents of Texas 
at the time they entered military service, and who’s Home 
of Record is listed as Texas on the DD214. They are entitled 
to a waiver of up to 150 hours of tuition and most fees at 
Texas colleges and universities. They must have exhausted all 
Federal educational benefits and be a legal resident of Texas 
when they apply. The Hazlewood Legacy act, first passed in 
2009 by the Texas Legislature, authorizes an eligible veteran 
to transfer unused hours to his or her child under certain 
conditions. 

The legislature is considering bills to cut these benefits. This 
is a budget issue, but the solution proposed is to restrict the 
veterans that are eligible by requiring much longer period of service to qualify for the 
exemption. The Legacy act is the primary target, but current proposals cut other veterans 
from the program.  The bills are based on the false premise that the length of service is 
an indicator of the quality of service. Every veteran has more than earned the benefits he 
receives.  We should not try to pit one veteran against another. We should not try to judge 
the worthiness of their service.

Veterans sacrifice while they are in the service in many ways. However, few realize at the 
time that they also sacrifice in their careers when they return. They face a delayed start to 
their education and careers which will manifest itself in lower lifetime earnings. Veterans 
also suffer physical and emotional trauma that they may battle for the rest of their lives. 
Most combat veterans suffer survivor’s guilt when they return to society while others did 
not. They may have participated in actions that are too horrible to discuss even with their 
fellow veterans.

When I returned from Vietnam, I faced the scorn and disrespect that most veterans 
experienced.  I had to listen to University of Texas professors berate the service we 
had endured. They disrespected even those who had made the ultimate sacrifice. It 
was hard not to receive recognition of our sacrifice, but even harder to see our fellow 
soldiers disrespected. When I learned I was eligible for the Hazlewood exemption, the 
most valuable aspect was that the State of Texas and its citizens demonstrated that our 
service was worthwhile and valued.

The original estimate of the cost of this program last session was 600 million dollars. 
Currently the estimate for 2015 is 178 million dollars. However, any good accountant 
knows that accounting merely allocates cost. Assigning it to a particular activity is not 
easy. There are fixed costs and there are marginal costs. These costs are opportunity 
costs for the Universities. They are not real.

This bill is an affront to all 1.5 million veterans in this state.

Contact your state representatives and senators and let them know what you think.

Walter Ivie 
Department Commander 
2016-2017
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Chaplain’s Corner

May is filled with notable observed holidays: 
Law Day, Loyalty Day, National Day of Prayer; 
Mother’s Day; Armed Forces Day, etc. However, 
there’s only one Federal holiday in May, and 
that’s the most important one: Memorial Day. 
 
There’s little that can be said about Memorial 
Day that perhaps hasn’t already been said, but 
the thing to remember is that we continue to 
say it - over and over again, giving thanks to God 
that such men and women have lived among 
us.

To paraphrase James A. Garfield, if silence is ever golden, it must be here 
beside the graves of these whose lives were more significant than speech, and 
whose death was a poem, the music of which can never be sung. They summed 
up and perfected, by one supreme act, the highest virtues of citizens. For love of 
country they accepted death, and thus resolved all doubts, and made immortal 
their patriotism and their virtue.

When words fail me, I turn to Scripture: “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people - for kings and all 
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2, NIV) 

Our gratitude this day goes to those who made it possible for us to “live peaceful 
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” and by so doing, their sacrifice has 
not been in vain. Let us take the legacy they have provided to make a better world 
for ourselves and the generations to follow.

May we “highly resolve these dead shall not have died in vain; that this nation, 
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom; and that government, by the 
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” (Abraham Lincoln)

After turning to scripture, I then turn to prayer:

Almighty God,

We pray today for the families and friends of those who have given their lives in 
service to our nation. May they be comforted in their sadness. May they be reassured 
that the sacrifice of their loved ones contributes to a worthy cause. May they be proud 
of those they have lost, entrusting their ultimate fate into your gracious hands.

Even as we remember those who have given their lives in the past, we also 
think of those whose lives are on the line today. Protect them. Encourage them. 
Bring them home safely...and soon.

Amen

Harvey H. Klee
National Chaplain 2016-2017
Department Chaplain 2016-2017
www.texaschaplains.org
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Traveling the state of Texas is great and it has afforded 
me with great insight into all the great programs that 
are going on in the field. Even the very smallest of 
Posts have super programs going on and lots of human 
interest stories are happening all over.

Here is a very easy public affairs program:

Write a news article about what has happened or what 
will be happening.

Hand carry it to your local paper, television station and 
radio station. Try to get a contact name at each media 
outlet. If they use it, write a note of thanks to the individual 
and to his or her boss. It does make a difference.

If you think it would be of interest to the state, send 
to me, or directly to the Legion Times. If you send a 
picture, we will need the names and the ok to use.

If you would like us to push up to national, say so. 
There are only 12 issues and Texas has had their 
share plus BUT we keep trying. National looks for good 
news that can be duplicated; programs that are differ-
ent or special and always, the human touch!

HINT: Consider putting those newspapers and television 
stations in for recognition. Deadline is coming up for 
both State Public Relations and for TEXALPA.

Tom Marty, who is the Adjutant of Bryan’s Post 159, 
did an outstanding class at the District 6th Convention 
and one portion keyed in on what the “young veterans” 
are really looking for in an American Legion Post. As a 
67-year-old veteran, in MY mind I am still young, but 
I completely understand what he was taking about 
because our sons and their families are not looking for 
the same offerings at the Post level.

Tom gave 4 points that studies have, and continue to 
show, are areas where the next generations are with 
their requirements for a thriving Legion Post: There is 
WIFI on site; a smoke free environment; the acceptance 
of women in the Post and a family oriented Post. They 
sound very basic, but look at each from the eyes of a 
new veteran... are you meeting their desires?

HINT: At one of your executive meetings, throw these 
ideas out and see how they are met. The WIFI is the 
only out and out cost, and talking about issues can 
sometimes help solve issues.

Memorial Day is almost here and almost every community 
and service group is always on the lookout for speakers 
and activities. We are blessed in Texas with communities 
who honor our veterans and their families and take 
advantage of their talents to share their history with the 
young.

HINT: Always reach out and make sure that folks in 
your towns know we have a wealth of speakers in our 
ranks who love to put the cap on and share our history 
and our programs. 

The latest in marketing tools in the Lone Star state is 
the door hanger!

We have two types that can make the life of your First 
Vice a lot easier. One is geared to past members who 
are not up to date in their dues. Your membership 
team can pull the names and addresses and do a 
walking / driving tour and try to reach folks at home... 
if they are not there, put the door hanger up.

The second is geared towards folks who show an  
indication they are veterans… flag on the lawns,  
Vietnam bumper sticker, DV license tags etc.

These invite them to come see what we are about. 
Walter Geraghty of Post 336 in San Antonio has been 
meeting and greeting these people for years and his 
recruitment is Legend!

HINT: Call State headquarters and get some door 
hangers and try the ideas above… what do you have to 
lose?

God Bless
Gerry Hince

HINTS from HINCE
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Members enjoyed Vietnamese meal prepared by Father 
Marty Phan of St Michaels Catholic chuch in Needville.

Several students wore formal Vietnamese clothes. All members were anxious to take pictures with them.
We had 3 KIA from Needville. We honored their families in a very emotional ceremony and gave them Gold star banners. 

50 Year Anniversary Vietnam War Veterans Dinner
submitted by Bradley Stavinoha
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The Laramore-Osborne Post 100 presented a Cold War Certificate to Christopher Payne of Heath, 
Texas. The Cold War Certificate is available to any Veteran who served in the Armed Forces from 
September 02, 1945 to December 26, 1991. Christopher who served in the Army was deployed to 
Germany during the Cold War. We are proud to recognize his service by presenting this award to him.

From Left to Right: Christopher Payne, Jason Castleberry (Post Commander)

Presentation of Cold War Certificate
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Dear Post Family,

Since many our Post Families work hard to promote our great organization through publications, websites 
and social media, they should have continuous support and be recognized for their efforts. If your Post, Unit, 
Squadron or Chapter is doing this already, we need you. We want you!

Membership in TEXALPA is crucial to our organization. Membership is open to those American Legion Family 
members in good standing and to other organizations allied with public relations, publications, and news 
services that are charged with communicating the American Legion’s message. Membership in TEXALPA is 
only $5 per year. I encourage our Post Families to join this organization so that we may continue to share our 
successes with our members and so that we may continue to be the voice of our Nation’s veterans,  
active duty military and our military families.

The 2017 TEXALPA Award submissions are due May 15, 2017. If you are a member and wish to submit and be recognized for your and/or 
your Post , Unit, Squadron or Chapter’s work, please see the TEXALPA Contest Rules on the TEXALPA page at txlegion.org under affilates.

Thank you for your years of service to my American Legion Family. If you have any questions about TEXALPA or contest submissions, please 
feel free to contact me at (817) 371-9762 or texalpa.president@gmail.com
For God & Country,

Rachael M. Watson
TEXALPA President

Audie Murphy Day

GREENVILLE, Texas - To honor and remember our nation’s military heroes, Audie Murphy Day will be Saturday, 
May 13th. This annual event, which is free and open to the public, is hosted by the Audie Murphy/American Cotton 
Museum to celebrate Audie Leon Murphy, the most decorated combat soldier of World War II, as well as military 
veterans and those currently serving our country.

Audie Murphy Day, May 13th, centers on the life of Audie Murphy, a native son of Hunt County, war hero, Hollywood 
film star and accomplished songwriter. This year’s events will consist of a variety of speakers, displays and living 
history demonstrations. Noted speakers include Col. Richard Kaniss, President of the Association of United States 
Army North Texas Audie Murphy Chapter, music journalist Coy Prather, actor Brett Halsey and a WWII encampment 
by Able Company, 1st Battalion, 502nd parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division.

Actor Brett Halsey has starred in over 100 films and was in To Hell & Back with Audie Murphy. Some of his best 
known films include Return of the Fly and the Godfather: Part III. He earned a Golden Globe for his performance in 
Desire in the Dust and for the tv episode “New Star of the Year” in Follow the Sun. 

Saturday morning’s events will be held at the Fletcher Warren Civic Center at 5501 Hwy 69 South in Greenville and 
the afternoon and evening events will move to the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum located at 600 I-30 
East in Greenville. A regular admission charge of $6 adults, $4 seniors and $2 students will apply to enter the  
Museum. These are just some of the activities taking place. Contact the Audie Murphy/American Cotton Museum 
at (903) 450-4502 or visit the website at www.amacmuseum.com for additional information. Funding for this event 
is provided in part by the City of Greenville Hotel/Motel Occupancy Tax

Message from TEXALPA
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100th Anniversary Order Form
 

The American Legion is fast approaching our 100th Anniversary and 
the Department of Texas has several commemorative items available 

for purchase to mark this milestone!

Please see our order form on the previous page. 
Just fill out and mail to the Department Headquarters with your 

check or money order and we will send the items to you.

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way 
to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization.

Simply go to smile.amazon.com, sign into 
your normal Amazon account and then type in 
“American Legion Charities Inc” in the search 
box when the prompt comes up. Amazon will 
remember your selection, and then every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will 
result in a donation.

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. 

The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift-
wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited time promotions that 
increase the donation amount on one or more products or services, or provide for additional donations to charitable 
organizations.

Please Note: Only purchases at smile.amazon.com – not at www.amazon.com or the mobile app – support any charities.
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TEXAS VETERANS FREE VEHICLE LICENSE PLATE  
PROGRAM EXPANDED

A bill was introduced in the Texas Legislation and passed that expanded the 
free vehicle license plate program for Veterans last summer. 
 
The program now includes free plates for more of the military medals that 
are awarded our servicemen. We encourage you to look into this as you 
may now qualify. It does require you to have your DD214 to send into Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles(SPB), 4000 Jackson Ave, Austin, TX 78731. 
This takes about 4 weeks to process. For more information call them at 
512-374-5010

Memorial Day
Tribute Service

We sincerely hope you will join us...

Saturday, May 27, 2017 at 11:00 am

500 Kennedale Sublett Road ∙ Kennedale, Texas 76060
(817) 572-1681 ∙ EmeraldHillsFuneralHome.com

http://www.legion.org/renew
http://www.legion.org/renew


http://usaa.com/legioncc


What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com


Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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