Message from the Commander
My fellow legionnaires, legion family, and
friends. This is my final installment of the
monthly articles I have had the distinct
privileged to share as your Department
Commander. I hope I have given y’all some
insight into the activities and efforts of the
journey. It is such a short journey and the
first thing one realizes is that each moment
is precious and must be used wisely as it
cannot be recovered. This fact is one that I
now know each commander of this organization must face at the commencement of
his/her term.
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announcement for
The Legion Times?
If so, please send all
submissions to times@txlegion.org
by the 20th of every month and it
will appear in the following issue.

Firstly, I must acknowledge that I have not
taken this journey alone. Our beloved Lord
has been with us each step of the way. There
were times when I would forget that fact and suffered for it, however recovery is easy;
it is available simply for the asking. Also my lovely wife has been there quietly in the
background, always available, and most importantly always understanding. She has
been my “go to guy” without question. I thank you dear.
Secondly, the Department Officers and the Department Staff have been available to
do whatever it took to make my tour successful and to accommodate my needs with
expediency, courtesy, and caring. I cannot thank them enough.
Thirdly, I must thank the leaders in this organization for hiring a most capable
Department Adjutant. I want y’all to know that much of this year would not have been
as successful had it not been for Bill West “keeping me on target”. He is the epitome
of my slogan “Stay on Target”. I have gained a new found respect for that position.
And, it is in capable hands.
Also, I thank the members for electing capable leaders like our Department Vice
Commander Bill Hueske who’s untiring efforts to grow this great organization is
evident in his availability to do any and all towards that goal. Thank you Bill you are
a great asset to this organization and I know you won’t quit here. Good luck. The
frontline management of this particular year have done what I asked at the beginning:
Respond, Communicate, and Focus. The mark of a successful year is to leave that
year in a little better condition than when it began. I believe, with their help, we have
accomplished that.
(continued, p.2)
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My running mates, Madam President, Barbara Kundert and Detachment Commander,
Robert Sonnier have made my year an enjoyable journey throughout this Great State
of Texas. Their able representation of our organization is commendable. I thank the
respective family members for putting them in place during my tour. I couldn’t have
been in better company.
Finally, as I bid farewell and
reflect on our journey together
I want to restate what I considered were the issues we had to
face to improve our progress as
a department: We must streamline our administration and
minimize the waste by using
the IT advancements available
to communicate with the local
posts to help them achieve the
goals each year. We must make
progress, even if it is just a little
step, but we must put functions in place to maintain those
successes not to retrace our
steps another year. We must
plan for the future and spend
our time and efforts to mold our organization into a vehicle to continue our missions as
they reelect who we are with the changes in our society. We must remain the pinnacle
movement for community, state, and nation.
I have to close by stating what is right with our department. We are God’s people. I
am most proud of that fact. I cannot overstate our abiding desire to help our veterans.
Wherever I go I find a post that is finding a new avenue of need for our veterans and
stepping up to help them. From providing hospice and family counsel to picking up
some toothpaste and socks for a deploying veteran. These activities go on each and
every day throughout Texas. The efforts toward our youth through our programs never
ceases. I was amazed at the posts that I never realized involved themselves in our
programs were posts that were some of the greatest contributors in Baseball, Boys
State, Junior Shooting, Scholarships, and just local assistance. I found members who
were conversing constantly with our legislators to protect our country either overseas
and at our own borders. Holding the legislators accountable for their decisions involving National Security, Social issues, Fiscal issues, and Veterans Issues. Posts that
came to the aid of community needs as in initiating an Emergency Medical Service,
breaking ground on convalescent facilities, or just helping the local fire station to paint
and spruce up the old station. Installing flagpoles in cemeteries where veterans are
buried. Recovering lost graves of our valiant fallen. Stopping child abuse in a neighborhood and revealing the sources of this behavior. Battling drug abuse in a nearby
neighborhood by setting up teen clubs and providing instruction to our elementary
students toward citizenship and flag etiquette. So you see where I am going. These are
our Four Pillars and our membership has an untiring resolve to accomplish the needs
of this great country and our citizens. We are a team and I am proud to be a part. I
pledge that I will “Stay on Target”. Good bye for now, see ya’ll around the bend...
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
DON DAFT
MEMBER of WALLIS POST 200
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This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from the Auxiliary President
Most of you have heard me speak about the Auxiliary applying for the Texas Veterans Commission
Grant. Well, we were not one of the 15 recipients to receive a grant from the TVC on this go around.
We are very disappointed, but we learn from our mistakes and move on. I am very proud of the
Auxiliary for accepting the challenge in the short length of time we had to complete the letter of
interest and application. We have received another invitation to apply. After careful consideration
we are not going to apply at this time.
A couple of events that are sponsored by the American Legion that I had the privilege to attend
were The American Legion State Baseball Tournament banquet held in League City. The next day
I threw out the first pitch and thoroughly enjoyed the ball game. The State Oratorical Contest was
held in Kerrville and the young men and women are amazing. I’m also looking forward to attending
Boys State opening session in June.
At this time we are working on Memorial Day programs. On May 31, 2010 I will attend the
Cleburne Memorial Day Program, “All Gave Some—Some Gave All.”
My special project this year has been Cancer Research: a Texas only program. At this time we will
be able to give 10 fellowships in the amount of $5,000 each to students studying in the field of
Biomedical Research. Thanks again for a job well done.
I have enjoyed my travels this year with Commander Daft and Sons of The American Legion
Detachment Commander Sonnier. We traveled around this great state promoting the programs of
The American Legion, Auxiliary and SAL. We were able to take the time to visit with the members,
listen to the reports and see first hand what has been accomplished around the state.
I am looking forward to seeing each of you at the Department Convention in Beaumont, Texas. I
know we will have a great time.
As my year comes to a close, I would like to thank each of you
for making this a year to remember. The membership across the
state of Texas is working hard to promote our Veterans and
Volunteers and as we have traveled together across the Happy
Trails we have “Made a Path For Others To Follow.”
Veterans & Volunteers
Barbara Kundert, Department President 2009-2010
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Groundbreaking Ceremony, Texas Veterans Home - Tyler, Texas

Unlike previous Texas State Veterans Homes, the Smith
County home will consist of 10 cottages and one common building.

Touchstone Communities, which has its headquarters in
San Antonio, will manage the Tyler Texas State Veterans
Home.

Each cottage is designed to encourage social interactions, mixing the best communal aspects of a home
while still maintaining privacy and independence for
residents.

Touchstone Communities provides extensive health care
services, including skilled-nursing care, assisted living,
Alzheimer’s care and rehabilitative services. Touchstone
already manages Texas State Veterans Homes in
Amarillo, Bonham, Floresville, and Temple.

An open kitchen, dining room, and large table are at
the heart of each of the 10 cottages. Family style meals
will be served at the table and residents can enjoy each
other’s company afterward in a large living room with a
fireplace.
A total of 10 private rooms, each with its own bathroom,
will flank the hearth. Overhead tracks with slings in
each resident’s room will allow residents who can’t walk
unaided to be safely moved from bed to bath.

Texas State Veterans Homes offer a broad spectrum
of health care services, comprehensive rehabilitation
programs, special diets, recreational activities, social
services, libraries, and certified, secured Alzheimer’s
units, each with its own secured outdoor courtyard.
From 1943 to 1946, Camp Fannin was a World War II
infantry training camp that had a 1,000- bed Army
barracks hospital.

The home will be built with a grant of about $12 million
from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, with the
remaining 35 percent paid for by the Texas Veterans
Land Board. The veterans home will be located on 20
acres donated by UTHSCT.

After the war ended, the camp was decommissioned
and the hospital barracks, along with 614 acres of land,
was given to the state of Texas for a tuberculosis sanatorium. This facility was the genesis of what has become
UTHSCT, the academic center for Northeast Texas.

The new Texas State Veterans Home will join seven others across the state in Amarillo, Big Spring, Bonham, El
Paso, Floresville, McAllen and Temple.

The as-of-yet-unnamed Tyler veterans home will be the
first of its kind in Texas, offering family style living in a
small, cottage-like setting to 100 veterans.
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Honoring our Warriors on Memorial Day 2010
After a day of work for some and many memorable cemetery events for others, over 100 members and guests
gathered outside Greater Fort Worth American Legion Post 516 for the annual Memorial Day flag retirement.
Flags that honored our country and have come to the end of their lifetime are respectfully cremated in honor
of all those who have given the ultimate sacrifice to keep them flying and our country free.
The ceremony opened with a team of Native American Combat Veterans assembling the Fallen Warrior Battlefield Cross and draping of the POW/MIA flag over a chair in honor of those lost and those yet to be recovered.
This was followed by the playing of TAPS by James Snow on a traditional Indian flute.
As the crowd dried their eyes
Committee Chairman David Fenn
introduced guests and emphasized
the significance of the day and event.
The services continued under the
command of Legion Rider Director
Jack Cox, Auxiliary President Cheryl
Estes, Sons of the American Legion
Commander James Estes, Chaplain
Clarence Howard, Sergeant at Arms
Bill Pribble and Bill Putman tending
the freedom flame.
Renegade Nation Color Guard
presented the colors followed by a
large detail of Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts
and family members carrying
unserviceable flags. Kazzy Shae
beautifully sang the National Anthem
and following the appropriate inspections and prayer over 50 flags were
rendered to the flame as the sun set
on the horizon. The crowd then came
alive as Brittany Pigrenet sang the
always inspiring “Proud To Be An
American” by Lee Greenwood.
See the pictures at www.post516.org click on the scrapbook link for these and more event pictures. Submitted
by Ken Cox, American Legion Post 516.
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Traveling Wall Visits Ennis
By CAROL GREY HONZA Special to the Daily Light
The local planning committee to bring the Vietnam Wall
and American Veterans Traveling Tribute to Ennis met April
20, with a presentation about how more than 100 American Legion and Patriot Guard Riders will participate in the
event.
The unit included representatives from as far as Colorado
and New Mexico, spokesman Bob Roberts said, saying,
“We will have the honor of providing an escort for the
Vietnam Wall and American Veterans Traveling Tribute
on its journey from the American Legion Post 12 in Tyler,
Texas, to Ennis on May 5, 2010. Other area riders will also
join the caravan at the Sokol Center approximately two
miles east of Ennis on (State) Highway 34 for the final
staging area before entering Ennis at approximately
4:30 p.m.”
“Kick stands will go up at 5 p.m. to be in downtown Ennis
at approximately 5:15 p.m.,” he said. “The wall caravan will
have various law enforcement and police escorts during
the trip from Tyler to and through Ennis, to its assembly
site located at 2301 Ennis Parkway.”
Leading the way for the Wall and Displays of Honor from
the Sokol Hall in Ennis was the Veteran’s Tribute
Motorcycle, with rider Gary Towers of Granbury, Texas.
The motorcycle, which is known as “Joe” after G.I. Joe,
represents Vietnam veteran Tower’s long time dream to
build a bike in tribute to American veterans.
Towers purchased the FLHTPI Ultra-Glide Police Special
in 2004. The award-winning motorcycle’s many details
represent every war and conflict where American military
personnel have been involved.
“It truly becomes an emotional experience to those who
know exactly what `Joe’ represents,” Roberts said. “Many
people attend chopper and bike shows, but they will not
receive the honor that `Joe’ can bring to each of them – a
sharing of the heart and soul of our veterans past and present – to see their legacy pass on through the murals. This
is a true gift of patriotism from Gary and Brenda Towers.”
The Veterans Tribute Motorcycle was in Ennis the week of
the Veterans Traveling Tribute, May 5-8 and was located
for viewing at the Wall site on Ennis Parkway and at the
American Legion Post 361 on Rumbo Road in Ennis.
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Detachment 1357 Joins American Legion Post 66 To Honor Veterans Graves
On Saturday May 29th, 2010 Detachment 1357 posted American flags at the graves of veterans interred at Restlawn
cemetery south of Sulphur Springs. The Detachment supported American Legion Post 66 in their efforts by placing their
flags at this cemetery. We would like to thank Post 66 for providing the flags. We appreciate the camaraderie shared
between Post 66 and our Detachment and look forward to many such joint ventures in the future.
American Legion Post 66 also held a membership drive in front of the Sulphur Springs Wal Mart on Saturday, May 29th,
2010.

New Website for Texas Veterans Commission
Two questions veterans and their families ask most often are “What benefits do I have?” and
“Where do I go to get them?” With dozens of state and federal programs providing services to
veterans, finding benefits can be confusing. To lessen the confusion, the Texas Veterans Commission has launched www.texas-veterans.com as a comprehensive resource for Texas veterans to find their state and federal benefits.
In addition to the information on the old Texas Veterans Commission site, new sections have
been added for employers, job seekers, active duty service members, spouses, and dependents. A newly developed interactive tool has been added to help veterans and their families
learn about benefits they may be eligible for based on their individual situations.
The Texas Veterans Commission takes great pride in providing quality service and being readily
available to the veterans we serve. We are taking the lead in sharing resources, providing innovative and effective training, and developing partnerships with other levels of government to
achieve the highest quality of service in assisting veterans, their families, and their survivors.
www.texas-veterans.com
Less Confusion. More Benefits.
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