Message from the Commander
As my year comes to a close and I look
toward the Department Convention in
Odessa, I want to take this opportunity
in my last article of the Legion Times
to thank the blue cap legionnaires who
had the confidence and trust to elect
me as the Department Commander for
2010-2011. It has been a very
humbling experience and a once in a
lifetime opportunity to serve you, The
American Legion and the American
Legion Family. It truly has been an
honor and privilege to lead this great
organization.
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As I reflect upon this year, it has been filled with excitement, fun, laughter,
mediocrity and sorrow. I had the opportunity to serve along side two
wonderful individuals, Department Auxiliary President Diana King and
Sons of the American Legion Detachment Commander Gary Paul.
Together we traveled the four corners of Texas attending many events to
include District and Division Conventions, Baseball Tournaments,
Veterans Day Celebrations, Oratorical Contest, Legion Birthdays, Boys and
Girls State as well as the 10 VAMC’s who care for our veterans. We had
the opportunity to visit the Center for the Intrepid at Brook Army Medical
Center and participate in the Ride 2 Recovery raising money for veterans
with disabilities.
Within the first month of being elected Department Commander, the
American Legion mourned the loss of PNC/PDC Joe L. Matthews, an icon
in the legion, a mentor to many with a keen sense of remembrance. Ten
other leaders within the American Legion have entered the Post
Everlasting. To name a few, PDVC Bill Hueske, Past Department Chaplain
Chuck Donaldson, Past 3rd Division Commander Ron Blakeman, Past
Texas Veterans Commissioner and VA&R Chairman, John B. McKinney,
Past District Commanders Harold McAlvain, and Dan Fallon. Let us never
forget their service to this organization.
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I would like to also thank all of my Division and District Commanders for their
efforts with membership and supporting the programs of the American Legion.
I thank my Department Officers, especially Vice-Commander Harry Hicks and
all the Committee Chairmen for rising to the occasion and keeping the
American Legion Department of Texas moving forward.
At last, I want to thank the Department Staff for their dedicated service and
their devotion to getting the job done. They have made this year for me one to
remember and quite frankly, a successful one.
Best wishes for a successful year to the incoming Commander.
God Bless each and everyone.
God Bless our troops.
God Bless the American Legion Family
Ken Mueller, Commander
“A New Generation Moving Forward”
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any
to share with the rest of the Department of
corresponding captions, and/or name of the
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidephotographer if necessary.
lines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx”
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
files please, as these are often problematic. You can help us greatly here by simply running
Save your file as the same name of the aryour spell check function in your word
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be processing program.
sure to make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue..

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from the Auxiliary President
Hello Legionnaires!
What a wonderful year! Having the honor of serving as Department President this year has
been one of the most enjoyable and rewarding experiences of my life. We enjoyed the tours of
our VA Medical Centers, where we visited one-on-one with our hospitalized veterans, and
renewed old friendships and met new members of the Legion Family along the way. The
hospitality shown to my husband Dan and I will remain with us forever. It really makes me
proud to be a part of such a great Legion Family.
I truly enjoyed representing the American Legion Auxiliary at many functions and events
throughout the State of Texas, where we attended many conventions, meetings, Veteran’s Day
celebrations, Christmas parties and gift shops, baseball games, oratorical competitions,
membership tours, homecomings, leadership schools, Boys State, and Girls State, to name a
few.
It has been a joy to serve with Legion Commander Ken Mueller and SAL Commander Gary
Paul. We worked and traveled together as a true Legion Family, and I thank them from the
bottom of my heart for their support and friendship.
Many thanks to all the Legionnaires who helped us make Ride 2 Recovery, my special project,
a huge success. We raised $27,726.65 this year, which does not include in-kind donations.
We couldn’t have been successful without your help.
As my year comes to a close, I would like to thank each of you for making this a year to
remember. You make me proud of our country and fill me with reverence. You are a source of
inspiration to me, inspiring me to live a life dedicated to the things I believe to be right. I
greatly appreciate and admire you. Thank you for your service to our country and for our
freedom.
I am looking forward to seeing you in Odessa at the
Department Convention. God bless you. I love you all.
For God and Country,
Diana King
Department President
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Chaplain’s Corner
May – A Month to Remember
From an Americanism point of view, May past was a very special month as it contained five important
holidays.
The month started off with Loyalty Day, a special day for people to reaffirm their loyalty to the United
States and to recognize the heritage of American freedom. It also falls on the same day as Law Day in
the USA.
Shortly thereafter on the first Thursday of May, the National Day of Prayer is observed when people
are asked “to turn to God in prayer and meditation”. It has historical origins to a mandate by George
Washington, the first president of the United States, in 1775.
The second Sunday of the month brought us Mother’s Day, a day to honor one’s mother. “It has been
through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the characters of the men and women who have
made this country great have been molded.”
Armed Forces Day was formed to celebrate and recognize all five branches of our Armed Forces on a
single day rather than have separate days of commemoration by each individual service branch.
The month concludes with perhaps the most important holiday of the year - Memorial Day, a day of
remembrance for those who have died in our nation’s service. It is with “the blessed hope that one day
we may all stand together again before the Commander-in-Chief of us all.”
What these five national holidays have in common is that they are part and parcel of our American
heritage. If we are to preserve the legacy of our forefathers, it is incumbent upon us to openly and
enthusiastically celebrate these days in our homes, schools, churches and communities in accordance
with their original intent if our country is to survive as the exceptional country it is.
Yes, May past was a month to remember. Let’s keep its message and spirit alive throughout the year:
• Reaffirm one’s loyalty to the United States and recognize the heritage of American freedom; that
we are a nation of laws, not of men.
• “Turn to God in prayer and meditation;”
• Honor one’s mother;
• Respect, honor and give thanks to all five branches of our Armed Forces; and,
• Remember with special reverence those who have died in our country’s service.
Harvey H. Klee
Department Chaplain 20010-2011
www.texaschaplains.org
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A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.
The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.
Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.
The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.
Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:

�

Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

�
�
�

Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*

�

Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

�

Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

�

Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

�

Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

�

Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

�

Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

�

LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

�

Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

�

Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

�

As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

�

Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

�

Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!

�

�

Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.
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