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I would like to start off by
thanking the delegates of
the 89th Annual Department Convention of the
Great State of Texas for
bestowing upon me their
trust and confidence in
electing me as your Department Commander for
the 2007 - 2008 year.
It is a great honor and
privilege to serve the Department of Texas as your Commander. Remember one person cannot be successful alone, it is a
team effort - you are all part of that team. With the District
and Division Commander you have elected we can have a
successful year with everyone working together to achieve
our goals, not only in membership but all of the programs of
The American Legion has to offer.
Remember our troops and wear Red on Friday.
For God and Country,
Paul Dillard
Department Commander
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A Message from
C.W. “Butch” Sparks
By the time this edition of the
Legion Times is published, a
new slate of Department
Officers will be on board to
continue the goals of the
American Legion.
I want to wish each member of
the new “Team” a successful
year and to let them know I am
here to support them in their
endeavors.
I want to personally thank Bill West for the outstanding job
he has done as Department Adjutant this year. He has been
a tremendous help to me. Without him and the Department
Staff this year would not have been a success. Many times we
take the Department Staff for granted but they are a diligent
group willing and able to provide each of us the technical assistance we need to do our jobs. If you are in Austin, please
stop by Department Headquarters and get a first hand look
at their operation and tell them “Thank You” for the work they
are doing.
I also want to thank Robbie Ruppert, outgoing Department
Auxiliary President. She has been a great team mate, and is
truly a Texas Treasure.
I also would like to thank Richard Bartholomew, outgoing
S.A.L. Detachment Commander.“Squeak” and his fellow Sons
have had a super year.
Together, I believe the three of us has succeeded in helping
make the future bright for our American Legion Family.
Continued p.3
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I would be remiss if I did not personally thank
all of the Department Officers, Commanders throughout the organization, Committee
members, and each Legion Family member
across this great state who have worked hard
and volunteered both money and time to
make sure our programs are in place to assist
our veterans, their dependents, and the communities in which we live. I salute each and
every one of you.

you have an item, please forward them to the
Department Webmaster at times@txlegion.org
for inclusion in Your Legion Times.
Please keep our service men and women
in your prayers and wish them a safe return
home to their families and loved ones.
On behalf of my wife Lynn, I want to thank
each of you for allowing us to represent the
Department of Texas this past year. It has
been an experience of a life time.

Please continue to share your “DEEDS of
MERIT” with Department so that they can be
shared with everyone. Although we volunteer
God Bless each of you.
without asking for awards or attention, we
For God and Country
must share our positive experiences with the
rest of society so they will have a better under- Butch
standing of what we do and why we do it. If
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Operation Homefront
The Posts that comprise the Mighty 20th District are always on the lookout for organizations and businesses to
partner with to further support our Troops and their families. The Officers and members of the Sesquicentennial Post #592 family have partnered with Operations Homefront and Mattress Pro for just that purpose.
Operation Homefront provides emergency assistance and morale to our troops, to the families they leave
behind, and to wounded warriors when they return home. It is one of the country’s largest non-profit organizations dedicated to assisting military families, with over 27 locations across the United States. The agency
was founded by military spouses and veterans and focuses on a range of issues from home and auto repairs
to urgent financial assistance and emotional support as well. Operation Homefront utilizes a network of over
3,000 volunteers working within the local chapters to provide critical support to our military families.
Mattress Pro is a San Antonio locally owned business with locations also in Austin, Dallas and Fort Worth, and
provide drop off locations for items that the troops need overseas and other items for the families they leave
behind.
Post #592 has been supporting Operation Homefront since September 2006 with the donations of shampoos,
paperback books, coffee, lotion, hair conditioners, bars of soap, oatmeal, tea, magazines, small household
items, telephones, pens, cocoa, games, footballs, soccer balls, basketballs, phone cards, toothpaste, mouthwash, silverware, shower caps, curtains and thousands of dollars in food coupons. Once these items have
been warehoused they are provided to the families of Active Duty Personnel, Activated Reserves and Activated
National Guard. Operation Homefront and Post #592 also have special collections for Thanksgiving and
Christmas baskets; Valentine candy for the troops; Easter baskets and school supplies for the kids.
To show the thanks of Post #592 to Mattress Pro on Tuesday, July 3, 2007, The American Legion Post 592
Commander, Lloyd Buckmaster and 20th District Commander, Al Saunders presented a flag to Mattress Pro
Store owner Mrs. Sue Roberts in appreciation for their support of our Troops. Mrs. Sue Roberts is also an Army
Veteran and understand the needs of the soldier and their families and wanted to do her part in this war effort.
Sue offers special discount for all past and present military personnel in San Antonio.
In the photo on the left Post Commander Lloyd Buckmaster prepares to present the flag to Mrs. Roberts.
From left to right are: Post 2nd Vice Commander Clay Corder, Post 1st Vice Commander Lou Stewart, Auxiliary
Chaplain Annie Langston, Commander Buckmaster, Mrs. Roberts and 20th District Commander Al Saunders.
In the photo on the right, from left to right are Annie, Commander Buckmaster, Mrs. Roberts and Commander
Saunders.
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Texas National Guard News

New Braunfels honors Alpha Battery in deployment ceremony
NEW BRAUNFELS, Texas (June 1, 2007) -- Family, friends and civic organizations gathered together at the New Braunfels Civic Center June 1 to say farewell to the Soldiers of Alpha Battery,
4th Battalion, 133rd Field Artillery.
The unit received deployment orders for Iraq earlier in the year, and these citizen-Soldiers
spent the previous couple of weeks preparing for mobilization. The unit will be deployed for a
year and, for many loved ones, reality set in as
Alpha Battery takes its first step in this long
journey.
“Morale is extremely high,” said 1st Lt. Pete
Caffrey, Alpha Battery commander. “The guys
are ready to start training.” A combat veteran
of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2005, Lieutenant Caffrey is comforted in the fact that most
of his Soldiers are veterans of at least one
overseas deployment. “We’ve come together
from many different units with different experiences, but we’ve been able to gel really
well,” he said.
The Patriot Guard Riders, a motorcycle club
dedicated to service men and women, held
U.S. flags and lined the walkway leading to the
civic center as bus loads of Soldiers arrived.
The Guardsmen piled off of the busses and
were greeted with hugs and kisses by loved
ones as the local media clamored for interviews.
“Formation!” shouted a noncommissioned officer after about 10 minutes. The Guardsmen
quickly formed up and marched into the civic
center. Cheers erupted from more than 500
people as the Soldiers made their way to the
front of the auditorium.

First Lt. Pete Caffrey, Alpha Battery commander, receives kisses
from his two children in the New Braunfels Civic Center at the
close of a June 1 deployment ceremony. His unit, an element of
the 4th Battalion, 133rd Field Artillery, is deploying for a year in
Iraq. (Texas National Guard photo by 1st Lt. James M. Campbell)

“The New Braunfels community has really
stepped up,” said Rusty Brockman, director of
economic development with the Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce.
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“You always get close family support when Soldiers deploy, but to have a community come out
and show their support like this is overwhelming.”
Local Veterans of Foreign Wars posts were well represented as well as the American Legion
and community businesses.
“Were so proud of the turn out today,” said Midge Hanowich, an airborne radar instructor during World War II and a local VFW member. “We just wanted to come out and show the troops
that were for you and support you.”
One professional photographer, upon hearing of the deployment ceremony, set up a small studio in the corner of the civic center and took photos of Soldiers and family members.
Soldiers listened intently as commanding officers and community leaders offered words of
wisdom and support. As the speeches concluded, the community of well-wishers embraced
the Guardsmen as
they made their way
back to the busses.
Training for Alpha
Battery began the
next day at Fort Dix,
N.J.
“We expect to see a
lot of MOUT [Military
Operations in an Urban Terrain], convoy
operations training,
checkpoint security
and base security
training among other
things,” said 1st Sgt.
Robert Roundtree, Alpha Battery’s senior
NCO and a veteran of
Afghanistan. “Most of
the training is general training that some
of these Soldiers may
not have seen yet.”

A dog attends the deployment ceremony for Alpha Battery, 4th Battalion, 133rd Field Artillery, at the civic center in New Braunfels, Texas, June 1. After all, the dog is a member
of the family too. (Texas National Guard photo by 1st Lt. James M. Campbell)

As the remaining Soldiers stepped on the bus to head back to the armory, community organizers began cleaning up and packing unused food to deliver to homeless shelters.
“It’s going to be hard to see him go, so hard” said Samantha Ti of her husband, Sgt. Tham Ti
of Alpha Battery. Sergeant Ti nodded in agreement and went on to say, “I believe in God, and I
believe you have to pray every day and do the right thing and always keep faith.”
8

Citizens recognized for rescue efforts
San Angelo, TX June 20, 2007
Smith – Bryant Business and Professional Men’s Post
572 and J.J. Goodfellow Post 32, of San Angelo, Texas
joined forces to recognize the eight individuals that
participated in the rescue of a person trapped in an
overturned auto in 2 to 3 feet of rushing water.
The eight individuals came together in three groups to
rescue Mr. Gerald M. Lacy from his auto that had overturned into the rushing waters of the Red Arroyo about
6 P.M., 8 May 2007.
The first individual, Mr. Hector Ardila, was traveling
behind Lacy when he saw the vehicle overturn into the
Red Arroyo and was the first on the scene.
Group two was from a home about a block from the
accident scene. Brothers Jason, Jeremy Garza, along
with friends Freddy Muñoz and Tyler Halfmann happened to be watching the rain and water flowing through the arroyo to the rear of the Garza home
when they observed the accident. They yelled for their mother to call 911 and then all four along
with mother Yolanda Garza sprinted to the accident scene to help remove anyone that might be
trapped.
Group three was traveling in their company vehicle and stopped to lend assistance. Chris Rood and Rolando Ledezma
are both employees of the local Rent-ACenter store.
The efforts of these individuals to assist
a stranger shows that people still care
about each other and those efforts deserves to be recognized at all levels.
Original article by Maribel Salazar, San Angelo Standard Times, published May 9, 2007 “Saviors in the rain
– Man rescued from car overturned in water” can be
seen at -- www.gosanangelo.com
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A New Way to Save on Prescriptions

Introducing The American Legion Prescription Discount Card
Paying for prescription medication continues to be
a struggle for many Americans without prescription
insurance coverage – more than 44 million in 2005.
If you are one of these Americans and a member of
The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion
or a dependent, your membership is more valuable
than you may think.
Introducing The American Legion Prescription Discount Card administered by Caremark. This new prescription discount card will soon replace the existing
program offered by RxAmerica.
If you currently use the RxAmerica prescription discount card program, don’t worry. Simply present your
current prescription discount card to the pharmacist
along with your prescription to keep saving until you
receive more information about the new program in
July, 2007.

started in mail service is easy; simply call the toll-free
Customer Care number and provide your prescription
information, doctor information and a credit card
number. Caremark will call your doctor and mail your
prescription to your home or office.
Your new prescription discount card will be good for
your entire household – including pets. If your veterinarian prescribes a prescription medicine for your
pet that is also used to treat conditions in humans,
simply present your card with your prescription at any
participating pharmacy.
Look for more information about the program beginning in July, 2007.
This plan is not insurance. Discounts are only available at participating pharmacies.

There are some important changes to The American
Legion Prescription Discount Card program:

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

• Save an average of 20 percent off the regular retail
price of prescription medicine
• More than 57,000 participating pharmacies
nationwide
• Over 99.9 percent of prescription medicine is
included in the program
Additionally, when you use your new prescription
discount card, you will automatically receive a Health
Advocate Card in the mail. Your special Health Advocate Card offers you a 20 percent savings off CVS
branded products in all CVS/pharmacy® stores
nationwide. You will receive this card in the mail approximately two to three weeks after you begin using
your prescription discount card. Once you receive
your Health Advocate Card, simply present it at the
time of purchase to receive this discount.

Almost Four Decades of Partnership
for a Healthy America

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust
affordable insurance plans and superior service
call toll-free, 1-800-235-6943, or
visit our Web site at: www.theLIT.com
15700

© 2006 AGIA

More savings on prescription medicine are available
through the convenient mail service program. Getting
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ABOUT RISING HEALTH CARE COSTS?

Let the Legionnaire Insurance Trust help you
with an affordable Medicare Supplement Plan
Medicare is not an all inclusive health
insurance plan. Many medical
procedures, examinations and hospital
expenses are only partially reimbursed –
leaving you with leftover bills to pay.
Let the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT)
help you protect your assets with a
Medicare Supplement Plan endorsed by
your Department.
Even if you already have a plan in place,
that’s okay. Take a look at what our plans
have to offer – if ours are a better value,
you can replace your existing coverage. If
you have owned a Medicare Supplement or
have had primary hospital and medical
expense reimbursement coverage for six

or more months, and replace it with one
of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust plans,
there will be no waiting period and no
pre-existing condition limitations.
FEATURES OF THE PLANS
• No physical exams or health questions to
answer – you cannot be refused on account
of your past or current health.
• Fast turnaround on claims
• Affordable premium costs
Act Now! Complete the coupon below and
return it to:
Legionnaire Insurance Trust Program
P.O. Box 21908
Santa Barbara, CA 93121-9969

�

� Yes! Please send me complete details about the
�
Legionnaire Insurance Trust Program Medicare Supplement Plan
Fill in your name, address, phone number and date of birth, and mail it to us.
Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________City____________________State_____Zip_________________
Phone (
15702

)_________________ Evening (
Promo 18747

)__________________Date of Birth______/______/_____
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