
Message from the Commander

I want to thank the American 
Legion family for placing your 
trust in me by electing me as 
your Department Command-
er for 2008-2009.

I will do my best for you in 
every aspect of the Ameri-
can Legion. I will continue 
to work with the leadership 
and all members of this great 
organization. 

Membership is our strength 
and in numbers, the more 
we have, the louder a voice 
we will have at the national 
headquarters, on capital 
hill and here at home in the 
great state of Texas.  

We must all strive to make this great organization even better 
in both membership and our programs. To continue to work 
our children and youth programs, work to increase education 
benefits for our veterans, work to improve the care our vet-
erans of all wars receive, including those who are returning 
home today.  

We need to place more emphasis on recruiting younger 
members in the American Legion, so we will have continuous 
growth of leadership for the future. I challenge every Legion-
naire to attend your post meetings and to make a difference 
in some way that benefits your post and the American Legion. 
Compliment good work and fix those things that are broken.  

My theme:  Effort equals results and results count
Motto: (results count)

I also want to thank Past Commander Paul Dillard and his 
staff for the splendid job they did this past year.

James McNair
Department Commander
2008 - 2009
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Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month and it 
will appear in the following issue.



The Texas American Legion 2008 Department 
Convention Sweepstakes Winners

The Midwinter Sweepstakes drawing was held on June 29, 2008 at 
the Omni Hotel Bayfront Tower in Corpus Christi. 

Congratulations’ to the following winners

Grand Prize - $10,000.00 William Thompson, Houston Post 594

Second Prize - $5000.00 David Garcia, Waco Post 121

Third Prize - $2500.00 Christopher Kerchner, Headquarters Post 345

Fourth Prize - $1500.00 Jerry Jone, Headquarters Post 345

Fifth Prize - $500.00 Loren Hodge, Converse Post 593

Sixth Prize - $500.00 Edward Boody, Wheeler Post 138  

Department of Texas, 
Past 4th Division 
Commander, 
Ronald W. Bell, 
presents The 
American Legion 
Annual National 
Employment Service 
Award for 2007 to 
Tony V. Ramirez, 
Local Veterans 
Employment 
Representative 
(LVER) at San Angelo, 
Texas. 

Photo by Dell Fustos
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file 
as the same name of the article, so we can 
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it 
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Submit photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (not embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 

corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

James McNair, Department Commander 
Bob Roberts, Department Vice Commander
Charles Edwards, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Historian
Austin Berry, Sergeant-at-Arms
Conrad Roberson, NEC
Jim Prendergast, Alt NEC
Paul E Dillard, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Bob Squyres, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer (Houston)                                     
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Beverly Conway, Department Service Officer (Waco)
Raymond Wildman, Department Service Officer (Waco)

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Jim Fleming, 1st Division Commander
Bill Workman, 2nd Division Commander
Rosa Cavazos, 3rd Division Commander
David Olson, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker , 1st District Commander
Milton Chatham, 2nd District Commander
Wayne Lawhorn, 3rd District Commander
Wayne Thomas, 4th District Commander
Dan Arnold, 5th District Commander
Bobby Ray, 6th District Commander
Larry Eary, 7th District Commander
Ron Westphal, 8th District Commander
Robert R Rohan, 9th District Commander
Walter Ivie, 10th District Commander
Kathy Warren-Miller, 11th District Commander
Terrance Bigley, 12th District Commander
Dale Anspach, 13th District Commander
Pablo Garza, Jr, 14th District Commander
Albert Cavazos, 15th District Commander
Ruben Banks, Sr, 16th District Commander
George Simpson, 17th District Commander
Roosevelt Sullivan, 18th District Commander
Daniel Spence, 19th District Commander
Joe Duarte, 20th District Commander
Billy Rollwitz, 21st District Commander
Terry Messinger, 22nd District Commander
Jesus E Cantu, 23rd District Commander
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The April 22, 2008 meeting of the Board of Directors of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was a 
“milestone” event on a number of levels.  First of all, the unprecedented distribution of funds back to 
the Departments through the combination of the:
 
1.      Normal allocations - $2,475,277,
2.      Promotional bonus - $240,864, and
3.      Special Distribution - $3,000,000
 
for a total of $5,716,141.  As a member of the LIT, the Department of Texas shared in that distribution. 

Legionnaire Insurance Trust
Board of Directors Meeting
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The American Legion, William M. Randolph Post 593, located in Converse, Texas sponsored its first-ever 
Legion Jubilee June 5-8, raising awareness of the Legion’s service to the community and its need for a new 
facility.

Converse Mayor Al Suarez, dripping wet following duty in the carnival dunk tank, said, “It’s for a good cause. 
The American Legion Post needs a new building to continue to serve veterans, their families and our 
community, and if taking a turn in the dunking booth will help raise funds, then it’s in the booth I go.”

The three day jubilee included a 
carnival, motorcycle run, car and 
motorcycle show, vendors, food 
booths, live bands, police dog 
demonstration, martial arts 
demonstration, fire department 
demonstration, face painting and 
closing-day flag retirement ceremony.

“While the crowds were not as big as 
the members of the post would have 
liked, all in all it was an extremely 
successful event,” said jubilee or-
ganizer Dennis Ducharme. “It was 
our first event ever of this size. We 
learned a lot and will improve over 
time. We had to start somewhere 
and now we have a firm foundation 
from which to build upon.”

Ducharme said final figures have not 
been assembled, but added that he 
expects the post to break even, 
possibly even make a little money.

“A lot of work went into this event. We had 
members volunteer to work that we hadn’t seen 
in a while and reconnecting with them was 
wonderful,” he said. “That’s one of the best 
reasons to join The American Legion. The 
camaraderie is just exciting.

“Working side by side with each other as a team 
for a worthwhile cause just brings a smile to my 
face. You work hard, it’s hot, and you’re tired, 
but it doesn’t feel like work. To me, it’s fun and 
I like knowing that we’re making a difference in 
people’s lives,” he added.

For more pictures from the event, visit: 
www.Post593.org or call (210) 658-1111 for 
jubilee details.

Legion Jubilee a Success
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INDIANAPOLIS (July 2008) -  The Department of Defense has asked posts of The 
American Legion to consider coordinating a “Freedom Walk” in their communities to 
commemorate the 7th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on our nation on or near 
September 11th.

“As we say in our Preamble, it is appropriate for The American Legion to ‘preserve 
the memories and incidents of our associations in the Great Wars,’ and lead the way 
in ensuring that the memories of those who died on and after 9-11 are not forgot-
ten,” said Marty Conatser, National Commander.

The event started several years ago at the Pentagon and has since grown to several 
hundred nationally. According to the DoD website, “It is becoming a national tradi-
tion that calls on people to reflect on the lives lost on Sept. 11, 2001, remember 
those who responded, honor our veterans past and present and renew our commit-
ment to freedom and the values of our country.”

“Posts do not need to do all the work – simply coordinate and publicize a short walk, 
no longer than two miles, with the help of a community committee of civic and reli-
gious leaders, school officials, youth and other organizations,” Cmdr. Conatser said. 
“Whether a post mobilizes ten people or ten thousand, it is important that we reflect 
on the sacrifices made by thousands of Americans to preserve our liberties.”

In cities or towns where other organizations are already coordinating Freedom Walks, 
Legionnaires can participate in the event to show their support.

Each post that coordinates a Freedom Walk can be identified on the America 
Supports You – Freedom Walk website at: 
http://www.americasupportsyou.mil/FreedomWalk/

Posts can download a four-page planning guide that lays out details on how to co-
ordinate a walk in their town, obtain media materials and sign up as an event orga-
nizer.

“I hope that you will encourage members of your communities to come out for an 
hour or two and join The American Legion in this growing national tradition,” Conat-
ser concluded.

“Freedom Walks” Urged for 9-11 Commemorations
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LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

Almost Four Decades of Partnership 
for a Healthy America

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust 
affordable insurance plans and superior service

call toll-free, 1-800-235-6943, or
visit our Web site at: www.theLIT.com
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