Message from the Commander
Legionnaires of this great State of Texas,
I want to thank you for the honor that
you have given me this day of electing
me Commander of the Department of
Texas for the year 2011-2012. I promise
to do the best job possible to vindicate
the trust reposed in me.
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I know that the road ahead of us is not
going to be easy but I accept the
challenge for the Department of Texas.
Together we can be successful and we
can make Texas proud. The foundation
is already set and it is now up to us to
strengthen it through our membership.
One of my goals this year is for us to make goal and with your help we
can do it. Another goal is to make our communities aware of the role of
The American Legion in the community and the programs that are
available to our youth and again with everyone’s help and that of the
Legion Family we can accomplish this. Educating all our members on the
policies of the American Legion is extremely important as is learning how
to use our Hub Master Network for better and faster communication with
each other.
I want to congratulate Commander Ken Mueller and his staff for a very
successful year.
We lead by example and hard work and so I hope that each and everyone
of you will join me to make this a great and successful year in moving the
Department of Texas forward.
“We lead to make a difference today for tomorrow.”
For God and Country
J. G. (Lupe) Garza
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The Texas American Legion
2011 Department Convention Sweepstakes Winners
The Department Convention Sweepstakes drawing was held on June 26, 2011 at the
MCM Grande Hotel in Odessa, TX. Congratulations’ to the following winners
Grand Prize - $10,000.00 Jackie McCourt of San Benito – Post 322
Second Prize - $5000.00 Gerald Trumpp of Copperas Cove – Post 582
Third Prize - $2500.00 Rod Stewart of Rockdale – Post 358
Fourth Prize - $1500.00 Frederick Boudreau of Alvin – Post 490
Fifth Prize - $500.00 James Smith Sr of Stephenville – Post 240
Sixth Prize - $500.00 David Shanks of Austin – Post 83
Seventh Prize - $100.00 Willie Goodner of El Paso – Post 58
Eighth Prize - $100.00 Ron Perrigue of Corpus Christi – Post 364
Ninth Prize - $100.00 A. Kaltwasser of El Campo – Post 251
Tenth Prize - $100.00 Charles Romere of Winnie – Post 255
Eleventh Prize - $100.00 Lawrence Warren of Georgetown – Post 447
Twelfth Prize - $100.00 Jerry Culpepper of Rising Star – Post 345
Winners are posted in the next monthly issue of the Legion Times immediately after
the drawing and can be found at www.txlegion.org.
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2 011-201 2 DEPARTMENT O FFI CERS
J. G. Garza, Department Commander
James Fleming, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Charles Edwards, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Sandy Kousman, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Terry Bigley, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Ken Mueller, Immediate Past Department Commander
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Linda Reed, 1st Division Commander
Ashton Thomas, 2nd Division Commander
Connie Jo Popham, 3rd Division Commander
W. L. Fleming, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS
Jimmy Walker, 1st District Commander
Charles Denson, 2nd District Commander
Michael Croson, 3rd District Commander
Robert Bunch, 4th District Commander
Jeff Perkins, 5th District Commander
James Osborne, 6th District Commander
Everett Ison, 7th District Commander
Bryan Coleman, 8th District Commander
Glen Moody, 9th District Commander
Bill Moore, 10th District Commander
John Rogers, 11th District Commander
Alan Robart, 12th District Commander
James Carminati, 13th District Commander
Walt Myers, 14th District Commander
Noe Alvarado, 15th District Commander
Roger Folmar, 16th District Commander
Donald Douglas, 17th District Commander
Harold Lehnick, 18th District Commander
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander
Fred Vasquez, 20th District Commander
Johnnie Washburn, 21st District Commander
Jerry Blaylock, 22nd District Commander
Robert Hester, 23rd District Commander

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any
to share with the rest of the Department of
corresponding captions, and/or name of the
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidephotographer if necessary.
lines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx”
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
files please, as these are often problematic. You can help us greatly here by simply running
Save your file as the same name of the aryour spell check function in your word
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be processing program.
sure to make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue..

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Message from the Auxiliary President
I was extremely honored and humbled to be elected as President of the American Legion
Auxiliary, Department of Texas on June 27, 2011 in Odessa, Texas. I want to thank the Auxiliary
for your vote of confidence and support. I will uphold this office and serve the Department of
Texas to the best of my ability.
If you missed Department Convention in Odessa you missed a treat. A good time was had by
all. The Auxiliary and Post family work long and hard planning every detail for the convention.
Thank You All
My theme is Celebrating Our Veterans and Freedom. For it is the Veterans of this Country that
have given of themselves and their families, that we might enjoy, Freedom, Liberty and Justice.
We want to honor your Service and hear as many of your Stories as we can. We will accomplish
this by having your family member interview you and submit a written story about your service
to our country. So start thinking, gathering your medals and any pictures you may have during
your service time. Some will get posted on the website and other acknowledged at different
Department meetings. The Auxiliary will make an assertive effort to Celebrate and Honor you,
our Veterans. It is because of you we wake up every morning in a free nation, it is because of
you we can worship as we please, and it is because of you we are members of the American
Legion Auxiliary. We will never forget you service to our country and the sacrifice you made for
us. Thanks you for your service.
My special project is the Auxiliary Emergency Fund. The Auxiliary Emergency Fund has provided
assistance to Auxiliary members and their families, during recovery of natural disasters. Here in
Texas along, our members have been affected by hurricanes, floods, tornadoes and wild fires.
I want to Thank Commander Ken Mueller, President Diana King and Commander Gary Paul for
another successful year and moving our Department forward in its programs.
The American Legion Auxiliary and I look forward to working
with American Legion and Son of the American on the core
program, for our Veterans, their families, our organization,
within our communities, state and nation. Together we will soar
to new heights and achieve more.
For God & Country
Celebrating Our Veterans and Freedom
Mary Waddell
American Legion Auxiliary
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Chaplain’s Corner
As my term of office as your Department Chaplain for the year 2010-2011 comes to an end, I wish to thank Commander
Ken Mueller for my appointment and to each of you for your support and encouragement throughout the past year.
Since our last annual convention, many of our dear friends and comrades have passed from our ranks and were transferred to the post-everlasting. We will miss them greatly.
The gain, however, is theirs in that they entered into the kingdom of heaven to live an eternal life without pain, suffering
or loneliness – an eternal life of joy. We will meet again.
I’ve been blessed in so many ways this past year, not the least of which is having been given the opportunity to represent
you to your fellow comrades and their families in time of need and, hopefully, to be a source of comfort to those recovering from illness, injury, surgery or dealing with the loss of a loved one. I have written on your behalf to each and every
family of whom I was aware were going through heartbreaking personal trials and tribulations and offered whatever
prayer and consolation I could. It is important to keep one another in our prayers and to let them know of your heartfelt
concern for them. I truly believe God uses us to be a source of comfort and aid to others.
Tragedy struck early in my term with the passing of Joe Mathews, Past National Commander and Past Texas Department
Commander in July of last year. I was honored to have officiated at his funeral services at the Ft. Worth – Dallas National Cemetery.
Commander Mueller dedicated the Department’s Mid-Winter Conference in memory of Louis Emerick, Past Department
Commander, John McKinney, who chaired the VAVS Committee and was a member of the Texas Veterans Commission,
and Dan Fowler, Foreign Relations Chair and Past 12th District Commander . The Mid-Winter Joint Memorial Service was
also dedicated to them and those others who had passed away since the previous Annual Convention.
In April, I officiated at the church and graveside funeral services for Past Department Chaplain Chuck Donaldson in
Wichita Falls. Chuck had served two consecutive years as Department Chaplain and was well loved by many.
During the year, I have participated in the rendering of nearly 50 military funeral honors and officiated at several of
them. I also was active in putting on special commemorative programs on patriotic holidays, posted colors at several
civic functions, participated in the dedication of memorial monuments, and marched in parades bearing the colors in addition to many personal visitations with those recovering from surgery or illness or in nursing homes.
Some of the happier moments I spent as your Department Chaplain included a presentation of a White Table ceremony
at a banquet honoring our National President Carlene Ashworth, and participation in the Joint Homecoming of Department Kenneth Mueller, Auxiliary President Diana King, S.A.L. Commander Gary Paul and National S.A.L. Commander
David Dew.
I’m thankful for the support I’ve received from the Department with respect to the Texas Chaplains Association which is
now at 167 members strong. They’ve assisted in providing facilities for our Chaplain workshops and in many other ways.
Membership continues to grow and the Association is going a long way towards helping fellow Chaplains throughout the
great State of Texas in the performance of their duties.
Again, thank you for your prayers, support and encouragement throughout my term in office. May God continue to bless
your day today, and all the days to follow.
Harvey H. Klee,
Department Chaplain 2010-2011
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A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.
The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.
Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.
The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.
Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:

�

Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

�
�
�

Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*

�

Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

�

Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

�

Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

�

Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

�

Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

�

Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

�

LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

�

Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

�

Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

�

As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

�

Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

�

Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!

�

�

Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

Allied Memorial Remembrance Ride
Texas Ride, July 2, 2011

Early on the Saturday morning before Independence Day a couple of hundred people from multiple counties in North East Texas hit
the road on motorcycles, trikes and in other vehicles heading to Terrell Texas. With support from police and local officials the Texas
portion of the (now very International) Allied Memorial Remembrance Ride arrived at the Number One British Flying Training School
Museum at Terrell Municipal Airport. After needed stretch and refresh the group was escorted through town to the British Memorial
and burial area at Oakland Cemetery.
Organizer George “Tank” Sherman opened the ceremony followed by a prayer and poem by John “Padre” Retos. Margret Long of
Terrell sang our National Anthem beautifully, joined by many in the congregation. The British Vice Consul-General Andy Pryce spoke
about our mutual bonds and respect for our military followed by placing the wreath honoring those buried in Terrell and around the
world for the Allied Forces. The ceremony concluded with the playing of “Last Post”, the British version of TAPS by Dale Sherman
from Fort Worth. The Terrell Marine Corps League assisted and provided a BBQ lunch in the park following the ceremony.
The Texas ride started 3 years ago by the American Legion Riders partnering with and following the format used by the British Legion
Riders. The No.1 BFTS Museum in Terrell became a host last year and this year participants from at least 17 organizations joined
the activity. As was the case in 1941 when Terrell’s citizens welcomed student pilots to their community, this year again they made
the AMRR visitors feel welcome.
2011 also marked the activity becoming a truly multinational activity with the addition of the Canadian Veteran Freedom Riders
going to a memorial in Ottawa; and a multistate activity with American Legion Rides from six additional states going to memorials,
all on the same day. Next year New Zealand / Australia Patriots Motorcycle Club and possibly more countries will join in.
The international ride: http://www.alliedride.org
The 2011 Texas ride: http://kencox.us/TXdist12/scrapbook/20110702amrr.html
No. 1 British Flying Training School Museum based in Terrell, Texas: http://www.bftsmuseum.org/
Aircrew Remembrance Society: http://www.aircrewremembrancesociety.com/1bftsterrell.html
Submitted by: Ken Cox
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Allied Memorial Remembrance Ride
Texas Ride, July 2, 2011
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Flag Retirement Ceremony
American Legion Post 223, Killeen, TX
On 14 June 2011, the American Legion J. Q. Adams Post 223 in Killeen, Texas, held a Flag Retirement Ceremony, with the
participation of the local chapter of the Knights of Columbus, and Boy Scouts Troop 223, which American Legion Post 223 supports,
and members of the public.
The ceremony commenced at 1800 hours, and was presided by Post Commander Frank Soares, the flag for retirement was
presented by a detail from the Knights of Columbus, with Post 223 Sergeant at Arms Richard Hernandez in charge of the detail.
The Flag was presented to the 2nd Vice-Commander and then to the 1st Vice-Commander, before being presented to the Post
Commander for final determination, following the tradition of the American Legion Ceremony.
There were several dozen flags retired in all, because many local citizens brought their flags which were worn out and torn, for proper
retirement.
POC
Roberto Brunet
Post 223 Vice-Commander
Roberto.brunet@yahoo.com
(254)681-6716
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“Tony the Vet” visit to the city of Killeen and
American Legion Post 223
The American Legion Post 223, Killeen, Texas was honored on June the 10th, 2011 with a visit by “Tony the Vet” on
his pilgrimage to Ground Zero in New York.
Anthony A. LoBue, aka “Tony the Vet”, a 68 year old veteran and former Killeen resident, started his Walkathon
across America in San Diego in September 2010. His philosophy is quite simple: Help the Veteran. This has been his
motto and he practices this wherever he goes.
While at Post 223, Tony decided to become a member of the American Legion. Prior to this, he did not have any
affiliation to any Veteran’s Organization, and decided right then and there that American Legion Post 223 would be
his official tie to such an organization.
He was overwhelmed by the hospitality he received at Post 223.
On June the 10th, 2011, Tony, accompanied by Roberto Brunet, Post 223 Vice-commander, started a walk at
Killeen Memorial Cemetery, where they visited the graves of Veterans who gave their lives for this country, then
winded down through several Veteran Organizations, such as The American Legion, VFW, DAV, etc. eventually
working their way to the Killeen Chamber of Commerce and then to the City Hall, where Mayor Timothy L. Hancock
proclaimed June the 10th as “Tony the Vet day”.
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