From the Bridge
I bring you greetings from the Department of Texas!
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Here we are in our final month of
the 2013-2014 year. I would like
to thank the Texas Legion Family
for their courtesies, comradeship
and friendship to Alice and myself
this past year. You all have been
tremendous in every way. A special
thanks goes to Alice, who has
managed to travel with me some
and has put up with me being on
the road quite a lot of the time
when she was not able to make it
with me. My motorcycle riding buddy “JT” Forbus made most
of the long distance trips, including a few on our bikes. Tim
and Ronnie were there to assist me quite a few times also for
which I am grateful.
Having to go to our Headquarters in Austin many times, I
always was greeted with a friendly handshake and hug by all
the staff. Bill West was always there to assist me in any way
possible and continues to be a good friend. My hat’s off to
Mike Simon, Jackie Brown, Nancy Bullard, Emily Robinson,
Mamie Hughes and Frank Ryan for all they do for the Texas
Legionnaires and the legion family. They made my job much
more pleasurable and I always looked forward to arriving to
the cheery faces of each of them. They do much more than
most Legionnaires realize. I have been truly blessed to have
such a great staff working for YOU, the Texas American Legion Family!!
(continued p.2)
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Throughout my term this year, I have always tried to hit a
little on membership, as your membership is what makes
the the American Legion, Department of Texas. As of this
writing our membership is a little over 98%, which is a
testament for all the hard work everyone has been doing
all year. Even with our goal this year, 3,000+ more than
last years, we are only around 1,100 shy of attaining it. I
know that we will reach our national goal before the national convention in August, thanks to you out in the field,
who never seem to let up.
I hope to see many of our Texas Legion Family in McAllen,
for our Department Convention, the 10th through 13th.
Again, thank you for allowing me to be YOUR Commander
for the great state of Texas, and may God bless each of
you.
Yours in Service, “For God and Country.”
Jim Fleming
State Commander
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Do you have an article or news announcement corresponding captions, and/or name of the
to share with the rest of the Department of
photographer if necessary.
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to
• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by.
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file You can help us greatly here by simply running
as the same name of the article, so we can
your spell check function in your word
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it processing program.
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if
you are just forwarding it to us.
• E-mail everything directly to us at
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any
other kind of images! Include photos and/or
artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high resolution (300
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files
accordingly so we can track them along with
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any

times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every
month for it to appear in the very next issue.

This way we have plenty of time to work with
in case we need to clarify anything with you.
We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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Chaplain’s Corner
As my term of office as Department Chaplain for the
year 2013-2014 comes to an end, I wish to thank
Commander Jim Fleming for my appointment, the
Department Executive Committee for approving it,
and the membership for their support, encouragement and prayers throughout the past year.
I’ve been blessed in so many ways, not the least of
which is having been given the opportunity to represent you to our fellow comrades and their families in
time of need. Hopefully, and with God’s help, I was
a source of comfort to those recovering from illness,
injury, surgery, dealing with the loss of a loved one or
facing other crises in their lives.
It is important to keep one another in our prayers and
to let them know of your heartfelt concern for them. I
truly believe God calls upon us to be a source of comfort and aid to others when they are in need.
It’s been an exciting year for me wherein I participated at the Legion Riders luncheon in Killeen; served
as s a delegate to the National Convention and MC’d
the National Patriotic Memorial Service in Houston;
attended the Commander’s Homecoming in Sherman; offered prayers at many of the Department’s
meetings; prepared and presented two Department
Joint Memorial Services, conducted a TCA Chaplains’
Workshop, etc. Incidentally, the Texas Chaplains
Association membership is fast approaching 225
members and maintains its their own web site at
www.texaschaplains.org.
.
I had the honor of preparing and presenting Joint
Memorial Services at both the 21st District and 4th
Division Spring Conventions, since I also serve as their
Chaplain.

Times, the Chaplain’s Corner column - for which I
again thank the Adjutant and his staff for their cooperation for seeing to its timely publication.
During the year, I have participated in the rendering of
well over 60 military funeral honors and officiated at
several of them. I also was active in putting on special
commemorative programs on patriotic holidays, was
active in the posting of colors and presenting opening prayers at several civic functions and monument
dedications in addition to many personal visitations
with those veterans recovering from surgery or illness,
or who are in nursing homes or home bound.
Last year I was invited to offer the Boys State opening prayer at the ceremonies held on the University
of Texas campus and the Boys State closing prayer in
the Texas House of Representatives Chamber. I felt
honored to be in the presence of these fine young
men within whom resides the future of our country.
Little did I realize it would lead to my being invited
this year – in the words of Boys State Chairman, Paul
Barker, “to give up a week of your remaining life and
spend it with us as Boys State Chaplain.” What a truly
inspiring yet challenging experience it was, one for
which I’ll forever be grateful for the honor to serve
Texas Boys State in this way.
I’m thankful for the support I’ve received from the
Department’s staff. They have
been most gracious in providing facilities for our MidWinter Chaplain workshop, faithfully publishing the
monthly Chaplains Corner column in the Legion Times
and helped in many, many other ways throughout the
year. Words can not adequately express my gratitude.

Again, thank you one and all for your prayers, support
I presented a Memorial Day speech at West Memorial and encouragement throughout my term in office.
Cemetery, American Legion Field of Honor in Stephen- May God continue to bless you, your families and The
ville sponsored by Turnbow-Higgs Post 240 at which
American Legion Family for all the days to follow.
we remembered and honored those who sacrificed
their lives for the freedom and liberty we hold dear to Harvey H. Klee,
us today.
Department Chaplain 2013-2014
Each month I submit for publication in The Legion
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Wylie Post 315 Attend Legion Night at Boys State
Fifty- five years ago, a young man from Wisconsin
went to a venture named Boys State. In 2014, the
same man attended Legion night in Austin and was
filled with the same sense of pride and great faith
in the attendees and our nation!
Frank Dirnbauer of Wylie Post 315 traveled to UT
and met 29 other Legion members from throughout the state and was treated to an evening that
surpassed all expectations.
A first of its kind, the night matched the sponsoring Posts with the Boys State attendees and the
men and women stood Retreat at Jester Spanish
Terrance Courtyard. The Boys State band did their
schools and families proud as the colors came
down and taps was played. Legion guests joined
the Boys Staters for the evening meal and then the
922 and their 82 counselors gave the Legionnaires a night to remember.
The LBJ library was the setting as Boys State attendees marched in by cities and the chanting back and forth
commenced. Guests listened and watched as boys, who three days before had been strangers, now bonded
like the brothers they truly are. Upon signal, Legion members marched to the front to waiting seats on the
stage and the Boys State audience stood and applauded. Hands were shaken as they made their way to
the front and many a tear were shed as the Pledge of Allegiance was recited and America the Beautiful was
played.
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Wylie Post 315 Attend Legion Night at Boys State
The Boys State Band then did the melody of the Service
sounds and all stood as their Branch hymn was shared
.General Joe Ramirez (USA,RET), Commandant of the
Corps of Cadets at Texas A&M, was the keynote speaker
and he stressed that leadership was doing what you ask
others to do. He shared his family story and encouraged
them to always remember that their name was to be
cherished and to set the standard.
When asked if he would return in 2015, Legionnaire
Dirnbauer stated he hoped to bring a caravan from Wylie
to see the caliber of young men who are the future of
our nation. Wylie said: “ I believe one of our obligations
as Legionnaires is to assist in the development of young
men to become honorable leaders. Men who will lead
this country, strongly anchored in preserving our Constitution and the freedoms that it embodies.”
Next year will mark the 75th anniversary of Boys State in
Texas. Mark the event on your calendars and work to fill
the house once again with outstanding young men.
Gerry Hince
979 778-1835
Hince57@msn.com

6

El Paso hosts Veterans Crisis Command Center Team
By David Crozier, Past Commander, American Legion Post 58, PUFL

In late May a news report about veterans
dying before they could get seen at the
Phoenix, Arizona Veterans Administration
health care system, prompted a full-scale
investigation into the organization. What
came out of that investigation were reports of a complete system failure by the
VA take care of the veterans they were
chartered to serve. Several communities
across the nation reported severe wait
times for healthcare services. El Paso,
Texas, was one of 10 communities that
had the worst wait times. That’s where
the American Legion stepped in to help.
On June 23 the American Legion sent in a
team of certified service officers and professional staff to link up with the local Veterans Administration staff
to hold a veterans healthcare town hall meeting and set up a Veterans Crisis Command Center at Paso del
Norte American Legion Post 58 in northeast El Paso.
“Initially when Phoenix happened and then the secret wait list came out the national commander came out
and asked for the resignation of Secretary (Eric) Shinsecki and the two under secretaries,” said Verna Jones,
director of the American Legion veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Division. “We said then this is business
and it is not personal. It is very important that the veterans receive the quality and timely healthcare that they
deserve and they weren’t getting that. So we decided to bring the services to the veterans.”
During the standing room only town hall meeting Jones said she observed the frustration of the veterans in
their lack of attention, direction and management of their healthcare through the local VA. That frustration
was similar to that of Phoenix and Fayetteville, North Carolina where Jones and her team had just left and
were able to assist nearly 800 veterans resolve their issues.
“Now we (come to) El Paso to do the same thing, to bring all of the services the veterans deserve under one
roof in one central location; to try and help the VA help the veterans and to help the veterans receive the benefits they deserve,” Jones said.
Agencies represented at the Veterans Crisis Communication Center included the Department of Veteran Affairs and the VA Healthcare, the Red Cross, the mobile VetCenter, and the American Legion services officers,
all supported by area Legionnaires, Sons of the American Legion and Legion Auxiliary.
“(This) was the greatest idea. When district commander Richard Britton and he asked if (we would host) it
here and I told him yes right away. We didn’t even think twice because it was going to be a veteran function,”
said Jose Ontiveros, commander of American Legion Post 58. “From day one I supported it.”
Ontiveros said he spent the week talking to the veterans before and after they had been seen at the center
and was pleased with what he was hearing.
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El Paso hosts Veterans Crisis Command Center Team
By David Crozier, Past Commander, American Legion Post 58, PUFL

“I have walked around talking to all of the veterans and pushing veterans to come out here and do their thing.
We have a Soldier that is getting ready to (get out of the service) and he didn’t think that he qualified to come
in here and I took him over to Verna Jones and she explained to him that yes he could. He was here the next
morning at 8 a.m. and they took care of him.”
Britton too, said he heard positive things from the veterans.
“I am seeing a lot of veterans who said they needed help and they are coming out and a lot of them leaving
here with a smile on their face,” he said. “They may not have gotten exactly what they wanted, but they got
directions on how to get there.”
Jones said she was very pleased at not only the turn
out, but the ability of this event to help veterans,
some who were at their wits end.
“What we have been able to accomplish here has
been amazing. Veterans have been able to come
here and get appointments scheduled on the spot
and are able to have claims awarded to them. There
was one veteran who received over $125,000 and
had been trying for years too and it was just a matter
of his social security number was transposed,” Jones
said. “A lady came up to me and she said Verna I just
want to thank you and the American Legion because
I came in here and I was about to lose my home and
I got the help that I needed and someone made a
phone call and I am going to be able to now pay and
keep my home because the benefits I was applying
for were awarded to me.
“So not only did they look at her claim, realized that she was entitled to it, they processed her benefits and
someone called her mortgage company and said she is going to get paid these benefits, please hold off. This
lady can go home now knowing she has a place to lay her head.”
The first case the center handled was over the phone, Jones said, and came from a woman who was wheelchair bound and could not make it to the crisis center. That person’s information was verified and she was
awarded an on the spot retroactive benefits claim.
The crisis center also caught the attention of local Congressman Beto O’Rourke who sits on the House of Representatives Veterans Affairs Committee and stopped by the center to see firsthand the work of the American
Legion.
“It is incredibly gratifying to see the American Legion and all of these volunteers who are here including the
Red Cross and others come in to fill (the) gap and connect veterans with care; connect them with the help they
need to file disability claims or an appeal on a claim, or get retroactive benefits,” he said. “You wish, and it
should be the case, that the VA is able to do everything that it is chartered and funded to do, but sadly that is
not the case. So to have folks come into the community and do what needs to be done is wonderful and I can’t
thank the people who are here enough, both El Pasoans and the folks who have flown in from all over the
country on behalf of the American Legion to do this.”
All told the crisis center was able to assist more than 400 veterans and paid more than $500,000 in retroactive benefits. The next stop for the center is Fort Carson, Colorado, another of the communities who are seeing
long wait times for healthcare appointments and claims processing.
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A DYING SOLDIER SURRENDERS TO GOD
by Manuel L. English, Ph.D.
Evacuated to Walter Reed on a bloody medical cart,
Captain’s now at his bedside to give his Purple Heart.
Both momentarily think about a distant Afghan war;
where fellow soldiers die not knowing just what for.
Lying there, does he understand his situation right?
Some offering hope, wanting him to stay in this fight.
Though deeply wounded all knowing that he’s dying,
family still asking and begging him to keep on trying.
Doctors stitching, feeding him with dozens of pills;
yet, still having those excruciating aches and chills.
The enemy’s IED shattered his body in many ways.
Knowing his life is over, he wants no hurting days.
Nurses holding his hand and doing double talking;
understanding well he won’t live to do any walking.
Having several grave medical issues still pending.
Mind knowing what’s best signals this is his ending.
His mother and father are now standing by his side,
believing he’ll be in a better place once he’s died.
Completely thankful that he’s always loved them so;
wanting no pain for him, yet their tears say don’t go.
The Chaplain’s by his bed; he wishes to go tonight.
Hanging on in his wretched condition isn’t right.
So remove the life machines and then let him go,
while his mind is still clear; his body is now the foe.
After his mother’s final kiss and a soft gentle hug,
he smiles; then gives the cue it’s now time to unplug.
Eyes break away from him before this final step;
family faces are covered with tears they’ve wept.
Suddenly a new caregiver is now on the scene.
Not really knowing whether it’s real or a dream.
In a new dimension, he feels no pain in his chest;
now in God’s Valhalla, he’s found peaceful rest.
Manuel L. English, Ph.D.
(Capt USAF Ret)
Dedicated to All Veterans
www.drmannyenglish.com
mannyenglish@aol.com
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THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST ( LIT )

Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America
Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans
Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!
LIT FAST FACTS:



Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.





Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

FEATURED PLANS:*



Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.



Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.



Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.



Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.



Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.



Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.



LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.



Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.



Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,

Over 675,000 members enrolled.
As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.



As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.



Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.



Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid
INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!





Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and
mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.
Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS
BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269
26464

and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527
Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603
times@txlegion.org

From The American Legion,
Department of Texas

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The
Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our
members needs while being the only such program to
benefit our Department.
For more information on the products and services
provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust,

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218
Or visit us on the web at:

www.theLIT.com
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