
Message from the Commander

Well, there is some good news this month.  
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 
upheld the Hazlewood Act, which waives public 
state university tuition for honorably discharged 
veterans who enlisted from Texas. To qualify for 
the 150 hours of tuition free credit, veterans 
must have entered military service at a location 
in Texas, been a resident of Texas while enlisting, 
or declared the state as their home of record 
on their military records. Texas passed the act 
in 1923 to ensure veterans an easier transition 
from military to civilian life. Although this is a 
win for Texas Veterans, the benefit is still a target for reduction by the Texas 
Legislature which begins in January 2017. The American Legion will have to 
remain on a constant vigil and be ready to act when the time comes. 

Boys State 2016 is now in the books as one of the most successful events 
we have sponsored. I also had the opportunity to speak at Girls State, which 
had one of the largest numbers of participants in recent history. If you 
haven’t had the opportunity to attend these events, you really should plan to 
do so if you can. Your faith in our youth of today will be restored.
 
Since this is my last opportunity to communicate with you, please accept my 
sincere appreciation and thanks for the opportunity to serve you this past 
year. It has really been a humbling and enriching experience. We did not 
achieve the membership goals that were set and am disappointed that we 
didn’t. One thing is certain, if we continue down this path, at some point in 
time we will no longer be an effective and respected advocate for the  
veterans of Texas. 

I hope that each of you will make the decision to rededicate yourself to making 
a difference in the future of this great organization. Thanks for letting me serve 
you.

Serving Those Who Served
For God and Country
John McKinny
Commander
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A Perspective on Membership

As of this writing the Department of Texas is at 93.38% of our  
Department Goal.

As of this writing we are number 44 on the comparison between  
membership as of this date last year v. this year.

We are 1,737 members fewer this year.

As of this writing we are ranked number 22 in membership nationally.

As of this writing three Departments have made goal; Philippines,  
Mexico and Georgia.

As of this writing 97 Posts (20.6%) in Texas have made goal.
The disparity in the number of Posts in each District goes from a high of 
47 to a low of 12.

As of this writing no District or Division has made goal.

I know the Division and District Commanders. They are good, hard 
working, men and women.

Perhaps it is time for our Department (that’s all of us) to:

• Create a marketing plan for Texas that will make the American Legion  
synonymous with the term “Veterans Service Organization;”

• Re-emphasize, and perhaps increase, our training of District Commanders 
(8 of this year’s top 10 District Commanders are in their second year);

• Identify, train, and mentor potential leadership so new District Commanders, 
and other District Officers, really are ready the day they are sworn in;

• Develop long-term plans for the reorganization of our Department that 
reflect, among other issues, the changing demographics of our state.

It has been my privilege to serve with each of you.

For God and Country
John Hince
Vice Commander
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these simple guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). 
 
• Save your article with a proper file name so 
we can easily recognize it. 
 
• Be clear who the author is, whether it’s you 
or if you are just forwarding it to us.
 
• Please attach any photos and/or artwork 
for articles separately (NOT embedded in your 
text file) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) 
JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so 
we can track them along with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do 
our best to catch typos, but sometimes they 
still slip by. You can help us greatly here by 
simply running your spell check function in 
your word processing software. 
 
• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month for it to appear in 
the following issue. This way we have plenty 
of time to work with in case we need to clarify 
anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!
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I LOVE AMERICA – that is the theme of the annual 4th of July  
Celebration of the College Station Noon Lions Club hosted by the 
Bush library and it is a theme that is fitting for this column. Time and 
time again over the summer, this phrase will be said and lived in the 
Lone Star State.

Veterans and their families across Texas will share in the wonders of 
our nation as they take part in community activities in the summer 
heat.

Re-enactors just had an outstanding special performance in Hearne  
at the former POW camp with vintage equipment from part eras and 
air shows around the state will show the very best of our military – 
past, present and future.

HINT: Get with local veteran’s groups and share ongoing activities 
and plans. Bryan-College Station (BCS) started the Coalition of  
Brazos Valley Veterans Organizations about 3 years ago and it has 
made a difference.

A one hour monthly meeting held at a central location results in a 
great calendar and is a collaborative effort to share information, 
needs and offerings. It works and it does not cost organizations a 
thing!  In BCS, our COG offers their meeting room and even provides 
coffee so we are really blessed!

Boys State and Girls State are now history but what great opportunities 
for yet another Class of Texans! The numbers keep growing and the 
number of Posts and Auxiliaries that are sending delegates grows 
and it is one of the strongest Children and Youth Programs we have.

My time in Austin is always one of the highlights of my Legion year! 
If you have never made the trip to see this Program in action, think 
about it. It will give you a good feeling about the future of our nation.  
After what we see on TV or on line or read in the paper, we need a 
lift. This is our future and the future looks great!

HINT: Invite your BS/GS delegates back to your July or August meeting 
to share their story with the Legion family.  You may also get a family 
to volunteer to pay forward the next delegate!

Make sure each of them know that BS / GS are important to put on 
their resumes for colleges, scholarships and appointments to the 
Academies.
 
Write thank yous to all who helped make it happen.  This can also 
include a letter to the Editor bragging about the program and encour-
aging all to get involved!

One of the most important and moving ceremonies our Posts do is 
final salute for our fellow veterans. Our State SGT at ARMS Ed Kegley 
of Beasley took his responsibility one step further and built a memorial 
that is used at funerals. This visual reminds all present of the role 
our veterans have taken in protecting our freedoms and our future.  
God bless you Ed and all those who follow suite with our numerous 
honor guards.

David Marion, Past Commander of Post 159 of Bryan and his band of 
brothers have done over 60 final salutes this year alone.

HINT: Work with your local funeral homes and ensure that they know 
what veterans are entitled to and help them make it happen. 

Train our young veterans to ensure when OUR turn comes, honors 
will be given.  That reads self-serving and it is!!!  At 66, I want to 
make sure someone will know I want a military funeral and will know 
how to do it right!

THANK YOU AND BLESSINGS TO ALL WHO MAKE OUR FINAL 
SALUTES HAPPEN.

Congratulations to Commander Skip Jones and the members of 
Franklin Post 266.

They combined our traditional flag disposal ceremony with a blood 
drive. With a goal of 20 from this small community, they achieved 17 
donations and 7 tried but were a no go so they not only met the goal 
but surpassed it!
Good thinking on taking a Legi9on tradition and combining it with the 
needs of the community!

HINT:  Make sure you try to get as many of our pillars in activities as 
you can and never stop talking about the Legion programs! Skip not 
only had a successful day but believes he got some volunteers for the 
future out of it.  Well done, our friend!

I served 31 years in uniform but never on foreign soil – I liked to think 
they really needed me on the home front but my dad would tell me 
they were afraid to let me lose on the world! What that means is, I 
am not eligible for membership on the VFW…that makes me mad!  
HOWEVER...

We have the same situation in the Legion.  Because Congress has 
laid out the time factors for membership as we are a congressio-
nally mandated organization, some folks served in uniform but are 
not eligible for Post membership. We found a situation like that at a 
recent veteran’s resource Fair. A young vet came up to our table all 
excited about all the information he had gotten from the experts in 
our hall and was ready to join….only to be told, he was not eligible. I 
don’t know who was more upset, the young Army vet or my husband. 
On the verge of tears, the young vet asked if there was anything he 
could do because he was very proud of being in a military family and 
wanted to give back…BINGO. The Vice Commander signed him up for 
the SAL and we now have a young energetic guy who is part of the 
Legion family!

HINT: Most Americans over the age of 40 have some connection to 
the military…remember we had something called the draft!!!!  Ask the 
right questions and get these folks involved! We need them!

GOD BLESS

Gerry Hince

HINTS from HINCE
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By the time you all read this it will be July. And, as we Texans remember, July brings hotter weather, the 4th of July 
and Department Convention.  Because the 4th is our most patriotic holiday, “An American Trilogy” is the song I have 
chosen for this final month of the administrative year for this Department President. 

I chose this song for 2 reasons. One - it is a GREAT song that Elvis does so well. Written by Mickey Newbury according 
to Priscilla Presley, she heard Mickey singing it while she was driving on Sunset Boulevard. She immediately made a 
U-turn back to their house and told Elvis that he should record it. 

As you may or may not know, Elvis picked out his own songs; no one usually brought songs to him. He listened to it 
and immediately liked it and wanted to record it. It was recorded on February 16, 1972, and he included it in every 
concert from then on. I have seen him perform it in concert and it will bring chills down your spine and tears to your 
eyes.

The second reason for my choice in this last article is that it shows how three different pieces of songs are woven 
together to make a cohesive, magnificent song.

There are words from “Dixie”:
Oh I wish I was in the land of cotton
Old things there are not forgotten
Look away, look away, look away, Dixieland….

Then there are lyrics from “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”:
Glory, glory hallelujah
Glory, glory hallelujah
Glory, glory hallelujah
His truth is marching on….

And finally there’s the folk song from the 50’s/60’s “All My Trials”:
Hush little baby, don’t you cry
You know your daddy’s bound to die
But all my trials, Lord will soon be over.

In my opinion, this is how our organizations work. Individually, The American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary 
and the Sons of the Legion are all great but a little different than when we join together and work together to help 
each other, our veterans, our military and our communities. We are more powerful and achieve so much more.

Thanks for a wonderful year. Commander John and Commander Connie are the best!  
I appreciate them and all of you so much.

I leave you with my theme, “Never Forget Be the Light” and “thank you, thank you very much”.

Paula Raney

Message from the Auxiliary
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This month we celebrate our county’s declaration of 
independence from Great Britain. These stirring words 
were penned by Thomas Jefferson 240 years ago and 
are reflected in the Preamble to the Declaration of 
Independence:

 “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,-- 
That to secure these rights, Governments are insti-
tuted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed, -- That whenever any Form 
of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it 
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and 
to institute new Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, 
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness.” 

To that I say, “Amen!” This month I thought I’d let 
others commemorate this great day in our history by 
prayer:

Independence Day Prayer*

Lord, we stand today as our forefathers have stood 
before You in times gone by,
Celebrating our history and reveling in all the great 
things that our country has achieved.
On this day we rejoice in the favor You have graciously 
given us.
We thank You for the blessings of liberty, for this  
generation and for the generations to come.
We thank You for our independence, peace and for all 
those who have bravely given their lives in the defense 
of freedom and justice.
We thank You that Your gracious and provident hand 
has given us so much.

Yet as a nation and people we have not always chosen 
the right way.
We ask You to forgive us for these times.
On this day we commit ourselves to wholeheartedly 
honoring and serving You.
With everything that we are, we lay our lives before 
You.
Make us a generous people,
A holy nation,
A people set aside to love You forever,

For the sake of the land of the brave and free, 
And the peoples and nations of this world.

Today, we do not presume Your grace for our country. 
Our land is in need of You, 
Our people are in need of You,
Our industry and business is in need of You.
May we look only to You
This Independence Day, dependent on You.

Please come now by Your glorious Holy Spirit,
Breathe new life into the sinews of this nation.
May justice flow like rivers,
And righteousness like a never failing stream,
Until the whole of our country is covered with Your 
glory,
As the waters cover the sea.

We ask all this in the wonderful name of Jesus,
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit.
One God, now and for all eternity.
Amen.

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2015-2016
www.texaschaplains.org

*The Independence Day prayer above is republished here in its entirety 
without modification with the permission of  Lords-Prayer-Words.com

Chaplain’s Corner

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2015-2016

http://www.lords-prayer-words.com/copyright_information.html
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FORT WORTH – Members of the American Legion Post 626 family were recognized at an on-base 
ceremony today hosted by the Naval Air Station-Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base commander. Navy 
Capt. Mike Steffen presented Cmdr. Arthur McAvoy a certificate of appreciation for volunteer work 
by Legionnaires and Auxiliary from Post and Unit 626 to salute Vietnam War veterans’ Welcome 
Home! activities on base.  It was a key part of Fort Worth’s Air Power Expo held on base in April.
 
Joining the commander were Legionnaire Clint Willesen, ALA Unit 626 Historian Harriet Wright, 
Auxiliary member Christine Willesen, and Post 626 Historian Bruce Zielsdorf. With the help of several 
other members of the Post 626 family, a POW/MIA table service was conducted as part of the Expo’s 
opening ceremony in April. The special table setting was put on display in a hangar throughout the 
airshow weekend to honor all Vietnam-era veterans.

BASE SALUTES EXPO VOLUNTEERS
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www.vspchannel.com - The Veterans Suicide Prevention Channel 
(VSPChannel) and the American Legion of Texas have discovered 
that they have much in common; specifically, concern for the well-
being of our veterans and the high rate of suicides amongst them. 
Our relationship started in earnest in November 2015 when I, 
Glenn Towery, founder and chairman of the VSPChannel, had 
a meeting in the office of Bill West, Texas State Adjutant of the 
American Legion. I’m a member of American Legion, Post #447, 
and met with Bill to ask him to attend an event sponsored by the 
channel, the “Breakfast Summit to Prevent Veteran and Military 
Suicides, 2016” which was held at Camp Mabry on January 6, 
2016. During that brief meeting, we discovered that we had a 
shared interest in doing something to help prevent veteran & 
military suicides in the state of Texas.

Bill agreed to attend the Breakfast Summit and said he would ask 
Texas State American Legion Commander John McKinny to attend. 
I asked Bill if he had heard of the VSPChannel and he said he had 
heard about the channel but hadn’t visited the website. I explained 
that the mission of the VSPChannel was to offer programming that 
promotes wellness to veterans who may be suffering with PTSD, 
anxiety and depression and shows to entertain them as well. The 
channel also features informative shows including news and  
veteran resource and referral information that is essential to the 
lives of veterans and their family members. The ease of access is 
what  makes the VSPChannel successful. Veterans, military personnel 
and their family members can access the VSPChannel 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week with computers, smart phones, and other 
electronic devices.

At the time of that meeting, the website was being rebuilt and 
would not be back online for several weeks, but in mid December 
the channel went back online and Bill was notified that it could be 
viewed. Before the website had been redesigned, the VSPChannel had 
only about 7,000 views. However, on January 5, 2016, a ground-
breaking event occurred. After 5 months of deliberation, 1 day 
before the Breakfast Summit to Prevent Veteran/Military Suicides, 
2016 took place, the Department of Veterans Affairs decided to 
admit the VSPChannel onto their secure online internet system. 
This meant that all 39,000 VA employees nationwide, and anyone 
who used VA computers, would be able to access the VSPChannel 
online. Since that time, the VSPChannel has had nearly 70,000 
views.

The VSPChannel is here for all veterans. We want the American 
Legion to utilize our channel’s services because the American 
Legion is the largest veterans service organization in America. As 
such, there are many more veterans that this channel can reach 
and we already know that there are more than 22 veterans a day 
that are committing suicide. We hope that our messages of hope, 
help, information, referral and inspiration will reach all American 
Legion veterans. The powerful aspect of the VSPChannel is that it 
is available to veterans in the privacy of their own homes. 

Because of the military culture, some veterans find it difficult to 
even admit that they need help. For that reason, many won’t and 
don’t go to the VA seeking the help and guidance they so desperately 
need. On the VSPChannel, a veteran can browse the content and 
possibly seek and find support in privacy. We want to kickstart the 
process that encourages veterans to seek professional assistance 
for their emotional problems.

So, I am inviting all American Legion members to tell your post 
members about the VSPChannel. We have 24 hours of broadcast 
shows for veterans and their family members, including important 
information and referrals. We have entertainment and meditation 
broadcasts that include Mindfullness and TaiChi. The VSPChannel 
is committed to continue to produce shows of high quality and 
substance for our veterans. The VSPChannel belongs to America’s 
veterans and we can make it be what we need it to be. Right now, 
we need it to be a place for healing and referral and information. 
We need it to be a place to touch veterans and let them know that 
they are appreciated and loved. We need it to be there so that 
when a veteran is at his/her lowest, that maybe one thing on the 
VSPChannel will touch them in a way that they can go on and not 
bring harm to themselves and/or others. 

Visit us soon and often and be on the lookout for the VSPChan-
nel News coming very soon where we will have veteran’s news, by 
veterans, for veterans and their family members weekly.

We are the vspchannel: “Broadcasting To Save Veterans Lives”.
Visit us at: www.vspchannel.com

AMERICAN LEGION Shows Support for 
The VETERANS SUICIDE PREVENTION CHANNEL

by Glenn Towery

http://www.vspchannel.com
http://www.vspchannel.com
http://www.vspchannel.com
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What if you were Bob?
George and Bob both go on a solo fishing trip to a beautiful, but remote, 
town in Alaska every summer. While enjoying the idyllic scenery, they 
both notice chest pains — they are having a heart attack!

George has Emergency 
Assistance Plus

Medical 
specialists to 
monitor their 

care

They call 9-1-1 and are 
admitted to the hospital

Travel assistance to bring a 
loved one to their bedside

A driver to drive their car/
RV back home since they 

are unable to drive

Bob pays $400

Bob pays $1,100

Bob pays $1,800

Bob 
does not

Medical evacuation to a  
facility that is able to  

properly treat their condition

Bob pays $16,000George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George pays $0

George’s Total:
$0

=
Bob’s Total:
$19,300!

=

What happens next?

Both 
require

Emergency Assistance Plus is an emergency medical transportation service that goes beyond health and travel insurance. It covers expenses 
for medical transportation, medical evacuation and travel and companion assistance — services that your insurance usually does NOT pay for. 

You must call EA+ during your emergency so EA+ can make the arrangements for you.
**This is only an outline of the plan’s features. Please read your Member Benefit Guide carefully to understand all the services available to you, as well as any terms, conditions and limitations.

 Learn more about how you can be protected by EA+. Call today to speak with a customer service 
representative at 1-888-310-1547. Or to apply online, visit www.thelit.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus

Emergency Assistance Plus® 
Program

40062

From Your American 
Legion Department

http://www.thelit.com/medicare-supplement
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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