
Message from the Commander 

The Department Convention is upon us:

It has been a gratifying but difficult two years 
serving as your State Commander and have 
learned so much. I have met so many wonderful 
people in our travels. We have amazing posts in 
our Department and The American Legion family is 
well represented. The First Lady, Holly, and I have 
traveled over 72,000 miles and enjoyed everyone’s 
hospitality along our journey, but like all journeys 
it will soon end. We are finally going to have a 
Department Convention. It has been two years 
since our last convention. What has happened 
since that convention?

1. Veteran’s Day 2019 was a cool 39 degrees for the Veteran’s Day Parade
2. Polar Vortex during Mid-Winter February 2021
3. Covid-19
4. Closing of most of our American Legion posts
5. Conference calls with the Governor’s office
6. The first Virtual Boys State and Job Fair
7. Baseball cancelled.
8. Meeting limitations. 
9. Mask wearing.
10. Many districts and divisions conventions cancelled.
11. Loss of many family members because of Covid-19.
12. Department building flooded.
13. Mylegion.org replaced.
14. Video conferences to accomplish business.
15. National Oratorical cancelled.

We had some rough waters to overcome not only as Department of Texas but 
as an organization. Our posts endured situations that have never happened 
before and I am proud of how they have survived. The Governor’s office, TABC, 
and the IRS were not helpful during these times. State Adjutant West and I 
worked trying to convince these offices to allow our posts to open so we could 
work the programs. The government did not work very well with us. In traveling 
since about March, I am impressed to see our posts operating and gaining 
strength as they recover from Covid-19. There is nothing that can stop our 
great organization if we work together. Membership was down and now that 
all our posts are open, we need to work towards building the posts back up.
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Concentrating on the Four Pillars will bring us all back together. The 
American Legion family does and will make a difference in our  
communities and our great nation.

I would like to thank Bill West and our outstanding office employees for 
all they have done over the last two years. They have worked through 
some difficult situations with Mylegion.org, the building being flooded 
and Covid-19, to mention a few. They have served the Department of 
Texas with honor.

We have lost many family members to Covid-19. I ask that everyone 
remember our friends that we lost. I ask this because as long as 
we remember them, they are still alive within us. Only after we stop 
thinking of them are they gone. I pray that all our family members 
that have suffered from Covid-19 can have a complete recovery from 
this horribly disease. 

Before closing, I say again, the Buddy Check program is the most 
important program that our post can be conducting in these terrible 
times. Please make the calls before it is too late.

Our obligations to our veterans and their families should never wavier. 
It is our responsibility to ensure they are taken care of. This is the time 
to simply say, “Thank you for your service”. So, call or visit those that 
might feel like they have been forgotten or having a bad day and need 
a pick me up comment. They earned it. The National Commander calls 
it a Buddy Check. I call it letting them know that their sacrifices are not 
forgotten, and they are not forgotten. Please take the time and make 
the call.

I pray that all our veterans, families, and active-duty personnel are safe 
around the world. I ask that everyone stay safe and protect yourselves 
as we fight this COVID-19 virus. 

This year will be based on Devotion to Mutual Helpfulness to support 
The Four Pillars and to support each other. Send your ideas to:  
cdrtxlegion@gmail.com and I will share them with the rest of the  
department of Texas.

Thank you for your support and ideas,
 
Jeff Perkins
Department Commander 
Department of Texas
God Bless the United States
God Bless The American Legion Family
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Do you have an article or news announcement to 
share with the rest of the Department of Texas? If 
so, please follow these guidelines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Word format (.doc, .docx) or 
as a text file (.txt or .rtf) or as a PDF.

• Give your article a title! Create the headline 
and save with a proper file name so we can easily 
recognize it.

• Tell us who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us.

• Attach any photos and/or artwork for articles 
separately (NOT embedded in your text file) as high 
resolution JPGs, 300 dpi, or better. Please name 
these files accordingly so we can track them along 
with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do our 
best to catch typos, but sometimes they still slip 
by. You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word processing 
software.

• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month, for it to appear in the 
following issue. This way we have plenty of time to 
work with in case we need to clarify anything with 
you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Jeff Perkins, Department Commander
Roger Folmar, Department Vice Commander
C.W. Sparks, National Executive Committeeman
Kenneth Mueller, Alternate National Executive Committeeman 
William West, Department Adjutant
Robert Harvey, Department Chaplain
David Paris, Department Treasurer
Dan Corbin, Department Judge Advocate
Al Alford, Department Historian
Billy Winters, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Willis Gray III, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Lloyd Buckmaster, Immediate Past Department Commander 
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Ron Peterson, Department Service Officer
Allen Sharp, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Andrew Lowen, 1st Division Commander
Gary Towers, 2nd Division Commander
Robert Masten, 3rd Division Commander  
Donald Sherman, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Tim Slinkard, 1st District Commander
Tilford Thorkveen, 2nd District Commander  
Jack Lanier, 3rd District Commander
Jason Castleberry, 4th District Commander
Alan Caesar, 5th District Commander
Steve Kim, 6th District Commander  
Jeanette Merritt, 7th District Commander  
Richard Voorhies, 8th District Commander  
Richard Huntley, 9th District Commander  
Jay Jernigan, 10th District Commander  
Joseph Twohig, 11th District Commander  
Joseph Campbell, 12th District Commander  
Pete Eekhoff, 13th District Commander  
John Schendel, 14th District Commander  
Simon Muniz, 15th District Commander  
David Crozier, 16th District Commander  
Dan Robertson, 17th District Commander  
Lewis Field, 18th District Commander  
John Hafner, 20th District Commander  
William Bess Jr, 21st District Commander  
Joseph Thomas, 22nd District Commander  
Elton Page III, 23rd District Commander
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Post 640 “Flag In”

Anderson, Texas – McCluskey Post 640 conducted a “Flag 
In” program during the Memorial Day weekend. The program 
began with a ceremony held at Odd Fellows Cemetery in 
Anderson where the posts’ namesakes’ memorial markers 
are located. Named for two brothers from Anderson, Texas, 
LT John Brown. McCluskey, USA was captured on Corregidor 
and held in the Cabanatuan Prison for more than 2 years. 
While being transported the Japanese prison ship he was 
traveling was sunk in the South China Sea on October 24, 
1944. His brother PVT Wilbur Taylor McCluskey, USA died in 
service on May 6, 1942 and was award a posthumous  
citation and Bronze Star for bravery in action near Salerno 
Bay. He is buried in the U.S. Military Cemetery, Nettuno, 
Anzio, Italy. 

Following a brief memorial service, members and guests 
from Post 640 placed 100 flags on all veteran gravesite at 
Odd Fellows. Throughout the weekend, post members and 
guests distributed more than 500 flags among 13  
cemeteries located throughout Grimes County.
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Chaplain’s Corner

Since this will be my final article, I would like to thank Commander Perkins for appointing me to this position. I also 
want to thank everyone that gave me advice, guidance, and support. I had too many supporting me to name them 
all.

It has been a great honor and privilege for me to have held this position. It has been a richly rewarding time, also 
challenging.

When this article is posted the Fourth of July will have passed. I’m certain most of our posts were able to pay honor 
to our country’s independence.

Precious Heavenly Father, You have guided and taken us thru tumultuous times, keeping The American Legion 
strong. May You continue to protect our country. May we remember the sacrifices that our founding fathers gave 
for our country. Guide us as we continue doing our part with the four pillars of 
the Legion.

I ask You to continue protecting our country and keeping us safe. Amen.

My email address is rlh.wings@yahoo.com and my cell phone is 713-569-0959. 
Do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any assistance to you or your post.

SERVICE TO GOD AND COUNTRY
Robert L. Harvey
Department Chaplain
www.texaschaplains.org

mailto:rlh.wings%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.texaschaplains.org
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SAA Association Looking for Volunteers
submitted by Willis Gray III

Some of you may wonder what the function is of the Department Sergeant-at-Arms. The following is a short 
description of what is required of The Department of Texas Sergeant-at Arms.

The Sergeant-at-Arms, is elected by all members of the posts within The 
Department of Texas, serves as the protocol and chief law enforcement 
officer of the Department Executive Committee. (DEC)

The protocol responsibilities include escorting the Commander and 
other heads of The American Legion or official guests of the Department
Executive Committee, who are attending official functions in the 
Convention.

As chief law enforcement officer of the Department of Texas, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms is charged with maintaining security in the Conven-
tion functions and all Committee meetings, as well as protection of the 
members themselves. The Sergeant at Arms serves as the executive 
officer of the Department of Texas for enforcement of all rules of the 
Convention and Committees.

The Sergeant-at-Arms is responsible for preparing the hall or meeting 
rooms for the Department Executive Committee and official Department 
Committees.

Now that you know more about this prestigious position. The 
Department of Texas Sergeant-at-Arms Association is looking 
for volunteers to start their training and progression to the High 
Position of Department Sergeant-at-Arms.

The process is amazingly simple, the following things are required to meet the all items needed and requested by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms Association. 

1. Attend all Conventions of The Department of Texas.
 a. Fall Convention
 b. Mid-Winter Convention
 c. Annual Convention
2. Participate in all functions required by The Department Executive Committee.
 a. Assist in setup of the convention floor.
 b. Man, all doors to the convention floor during sessions of the (DEC)
 c. Stand guard of our Nations Colors during the sessions of the (DEC)
 d. Perform all duties assigned by the Department Sergeant-at-Arms and the Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms.
 e. Assist in teardown of convention floor.
3. Standard Uniform*
 a. Legion Cap
 b. Navy Blue Blazer
 c. White shirt
 d. Tie
 e. Heather Grey Pants
 f. Black socks
 g. Black shoes

I cannot speak for all of us that have been part of the Department Sergeant-at-Arms, but I am sure they will say it is extremely 
rewarding and fun to be apart of this group of Legionnaires.

* All uniform items are your responsibility to acquire. There is a limited number of ties to use until you acquire yours.

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, Willis Gray III
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American Legion Post 178 
Color Guard Motto “Have Flags Will Travel”

The American Legion Post 178 Color Guard has been in high 
demand in 2021. Its participation in events during 2020 
were almost nonexistent because of the pandemic. But as 
COVID-19 restrictions have eased, requests to present the 
Nation’s Colors have increased dramatically. 

The guard maintains a remarkably busy schedule for 
presenting the Nation’s Colors in Frisco and surrounding 
communities at numerous events, such as grand openings, 
ballgames, schools, holidays, community events and American 
Legion functions. Its Honor Guard also performs funerals 
and memorial services for area veterans and members of 
Post 178 upon request of the family. It also is qualified to 
perform services at the D/FW National Cemetery.

The guard was formed in 2014, the same year Post 178 was 
chartered. It currently has 12 members who fill various 
positions: flags, rifles, bugle, saber, and detail leader. 

In 2020 because of COVID-19, the number of events were 
reduced to ten. The number of events was 40 and 58 in 
2019 and 2018, respectively. In May 2020 only 1 event was 
completed, however, 8 were completed in May 2021. The 
number of events should return to normal levels in 2022. 

Besides time dedicated to scheduled events, practice is 
held monthly. Additionally, members pay more than half of 
the $400 in uniform costs. The post also has a Service Flag 
Detail that presents the flags of the United States Services 
and averages 3-4 events per year.

Post 178 is proud of its Color/Honor Guard. It provides 
services at no cost, but accepts donations, and welcomes 
interested parties to contact Color Guard Captain Larry 
Wilhelm at friscolegion.colorguard@gmail.com. To learn 
more visit friscolegion.org.

Post 178 Color Guard events 
during May 2021

 

Photo #1 – Texas Gold Star 
Families Memorial Dedication

Photo #2 – Memorial Day 
Program at Sunrise Senior Living

Photo #3 – 31st Annual Lone 
Star Corvette Classic at Texas 
Motor Speedway

Photo #4 – Armed Forces Day 
Celebration at Prairie Estates 
Skilled Nursing 

Photo #5 – Texas Motor  
Speedway INDYCAR Race

Photo #6 -  Memorial Day  
Observance at Frisco Commons 
Park

Photo #7 – Armed Forces Day at 
Frisco Roughriders Game

Photo #8 - Allen Americans 
Hockey

https://friscolegion.org
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Frisco Veterans Memorial – A Place of Honor and Respect

The City of Frisco has a proud history of service to others and honoring its veterans dating to 
1948 with the creation of the first Memorial that recognized those who fought in the two World 
Wars. In 2004 Frisco constructed a new Veterans Memorial in Frisco Commons Park, which 
was expanded in 2014 to include a Walk of Honor and plaques describing many of our nation’s 
wars and conflicts since Frisco became a city in 1902. 

The most significant upgrade to the Veterans Memorial since its 2004 dedication was recently 
completed. Hundreds of patriots witnessed the upgrade at the 2021 Memorial Day ceremony.
More than 25 specific improvements and additions were involved in the year-long project, 
including new and updated informational plaques, stonework repair, concrete staining, 
landscaping, lighting and a “Battlefield Cross” centerpiece. Onsite QR codes provide an 
interactive map to guide guests through the Memorial. An impressive Gold Star Family Memorial 
Monument was recently dedicated near the Memorial. A Veterans Memorial website is planned 
and will provide a variety of digital content, including Frisco veteran video profiles. 

Numerous community groups played a  
significant role in the project’s completion. 
Key groups included the American Legion 
Post 178, Frisco Chamber of Commerce 
Leadership Frisco Class 24, Frisco 
Community Development Corporation, 
Frisco Lakes Veterans Group, Frisco 
Parks and Recreation, and VFW Post 
8273. The synergy of these groups was 
supplemented by local companies and 
citizen patriots.

Post 178 Commander Fred Rogers added, 
“We are proud to have played a part in 
this revitalization that will serve not only 
veterans but the entire community with a 
visual and educational experience.”

The year-long upgrade to the Frisco Veterans 
Memorial at Commons Park included a new 
“Battlefield Cross” centerpiece.
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com
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