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I would like to thank the
delegates at the 89th Annual Department Convention of The Great
State of Texas for electing me as
your Department Commander.
It is a great honor and
privilege to serve the Department
of Texas American Legion as your
Commander.  Remember one person cannot be successful alone.  
With the District and Division
Commanders you have elected
we can have a successful year
with everyone working together
to achieve our goals, not only in
membership but in all of the programs the American Legion has
to offer.
My first week in office began with a visit to Lake Texoma Post 231 on Monday.  The Post home is
located on Lake Texoma and it already had about a foot of water inside
due to all of the rain the area had endured.  The Post was expected to
have another 4 feet once Lake Texoma crested later in the week.
On Thursday and Friday I was at headquarters to finish up paperwork and tour the building we would be leasing after the sale of our
building.  We will be moving headquarters August 6 – 10th.  That week
there will be some down time.  Please be prepared to expect delays in
service during this period.
The following week I went to Stephenville to install their new officers.  Along the way I stopped by Grandbury Post.  Later in the week on
a visit to Waco I was able to meet with several members of Waco Post
121, 11th District Commander, Temple, & Clifton.  While there I picked
up about 500 memberships and headed to Department Headquarters.  
While in Austin, I accepted a donation of $5,000.00 from Onion Creek
Post 326 for the National Commanders request toward the Landstuhl
Hospital.
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This past weekend the Department Auxiliary President, the SAL
Detachment Commander, and myself, hosted a joint homecoming at
the Plano Post 321.  We had a nice crowd and enjoyed good food, fellowship and music.  I would like to thank all who attended and I would
also like to thank Post and Unit 321 for their hard work in putting on
one of the finest homecomings.  
I know we had some difficult times in getting the membership
cards out to the Posts but for now we have them out to all Posts that
have certified.  We have about 100 Posts not certified at this time.  
Please get your certification in.  National’s first renewal notices went out
June 29 so you should have membership renewals in hand.  
Now that all post that have certified have their membership
cards, you need to get your membership transmitted.  Over 50% of the
Posts certified have not transmitted a member.  Under Article V Section
3 of the Constitution “all monies collected for the Department and National Headquarters shall be immediately forwarded to the Department
Adjutant”.
I ask all Posts to please comply with this.  This money, excluding
National dues, is how we establish our budget for the coming year.  The
cut off date on budget planning is August 31st.
Membership is the life blood of The American Legion.
For God and Country,
Paul Dillard
Department Commander
Texas World War II Memorial
On August 15, 2007, the State of Texas will
at last pay official tribute to the many Texans
who served with unquestionable distinction
and valor in World War II.  Over 830,000
Texas men and women proudly served our
nation in World War II, and over 22,000 of
those Texans gave their lives in ultimate
sacrifice for our freedom.  Millions more supported the war effort here at home.  A fitting
memorial has been constructed on the State
Capitol grounds honoring all the Texans who
fought or otherwise served, and in many
cases gave their lives, in World War II.  I have
included a picture for your information and
use.
The formal dedication ceremony for the
Memorial will be Wednesday, August 15,
2007, at 10:00 a.m. on the State Capitol
grounds, immediately outside the East entrance of the Texas Supreme Court Building.
Everyone wishing to help honor our “greatest generation” of Texans is invited to attend
the Memorial dedication ceremony.  We hope you will pass this information on to your
members so they will consider attending this long overdue tribute.

2

2 0 07-2008 DEPARTMENT OFFICERS
Paul Dillard, Department Commander
J.G. “Lupe” Garza, Department Vice Commander
Harvey Klee, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Judge Advocate
William Moore, Historian
Connie Jo Purchis, Sergeant-at-Arms
Ronald Cherry, NEC
Conrad Roberson, Alt NEC
C.W. Sparks, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Bob Squyres, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Beverly Conway, Department Service Officer (Waco)
Raymond Wildman, Department Service Officer (Waco)
DIVISION COMMANDERS
Jimmy Walker, 1st Division Commander
Al Marlowe, 2nd Division Commander
Pablo Aguillon, 3rd Division Commander
Harry Hicks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS
Bobby Baker , 1st District Commander
Jerry Millwood, 2nd District Commander
Orval Miller, 3rd District Commander
Mark L Thomson, 4th District Commander
Dan Arnold, 5th District Commander
Glen Newman, 6th District Commander
Larry Eary, 7th District Commander
Dana Young, 8th District Commander
Robert R Rohan, 9th District Commander
Dan Musgrove, 10th District Commander
Kathy Warren-Miller, 11th District Commander
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander
Dale Anspach, 13th District Commander
James R Carney, Jr., 14th District Commander
Albert Cavazos, 15th District Commander
James (Dave) Crowder, 16th District Commander
George Simpson, 17th District Commander
Barry Schoenhals, 18th District Commander
Daniel Spence, 19th District Commander
Al B Saunders, 20th District Commander
Billy Rollwitz, 21st District Commander
Lynn E Sparks, 22nd District Commander
Jesus E Cantu, 23rd District Commander

P r e s s Re l e a s e : American Legion Baseball

JUNIO R TO U R NA M E N T C O N C LUDES WITH CENTRAL CATHOLIC VICTORIOUS
SAN ANTONIO – This is the first year that American Legion Baseball has officially sanctioned a
Junior League in South Texas.  Young men ages 17 and under are eligible to play in the Junior
League.  In the final round of the playoffs today (Sunday), teams representing South San H.S.,
Taylor H.S. and Central Catholic H.S. battled for the crown.  Central Catholic trounced Taylor in
the championship game 21 – 7. The 20th District Vice Commander, Joe Duarte had the honor
of throwing out the first pitch, which reached the Catcher on the first bounce.
In earlier games today, Central Catholic topped South San 5 – 3 and Taylor outlasted South
San 10 – 8.
Central Catholic advances to the American Legion Baseball Mid-States Junior Regional tournament in Jennings, Louisiana, August 2 – 6.  There they will meet the best Junior teams from
Oklahoma, Minnesota, Nevada, Missouri, Kansas and Louisiana.
The Central Catholic American Legion Baseball team is sponsored by Ray Rangel Post 399.
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Auxiliary News
I am so thrilled and honored to have been elected President of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of
Texas on July 1, 2007.  Dreams do come true, thank you for your vote of confidence.  The Department Convention held in Irving was great!  I extend a Special “Thank You” to Robin McPeters and her committee for hosting
this great event.  The hotel was beautiful and the staff was very accommodating.
This year’s motto for the Department of Texas is; “We Believe”. I believe that the American Legion Family can
achieve anything we wish as long as we work together for the betterment of our organizations.  I am anxious
to see how the members of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Texas interpret this year’s motto.  I
believe that it will be very interesting.
Our membership theme for this year is; “Racing For Membership, The Texas 500”. As most of you know, I am
an avid NASCAR fan. What better way to promote membership than to race for the finish line?  I would like to
see each Post, Unit, Squadron, District, and Division put challenges into place.  Wouldn’t that be fun?  Let’s
work hard and have a lot of fun this year working together as a family.  I believe that communication is the key
to success.  Staying in touch with members is easier than ever in this day and age. There is no excuse to not
communicate.
My Special project for the year will be National Security stressing USO, POW/MIA awareness and other activities that assist our veterans, members of the military and their families.  Care packages sent to active military
is very close to me heart.  “Welcome Home Troops” was developed to ensure that all deployed military returning to their hometowns were met with a warm welcome.  I would also like to encourage all “American Legion
Families” to increase donations to the USO and encourage them to form a partnership with their local USO’s.  
If there is a USO nearby, why not volunteer?  I also encourage supporting The American Legion in its aims and
purposes including blood drives, JROTC and ROTC programs and legislative advocacy.
I congratulate past President Robbi and the members of the Department of Texas for a great year.  I look forward to an exciting and challenging year as I travel across “Miles and Miles of Texas”.
I would like to attend as many Unit meetings and functions
as possible.  Please let me know if you would like for Vice
President Mickie or me to attend any special event. Remember, we have to be invited.
Congratulations to Department Commander Paul and Detachment Commander Joe on your election.  I look forward
in working with both of you in promoting our “American
Legion Family”.
The “Fall Racing Series” final lap will be upon us before we
know it, so…. LADIES START YOUR ENGINES!
For God, Country and Veterans,
Charlie Dew
Department President
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Update from the Department Secretary
Sitting at my desk today, I’m looking out over a sea of boxes and crates.  As everyone knows by now we are
moving.  It never ceases to amaze me how things accumulate.  Since we are moving to smaller offices,
decisions have to be made on what to take with us and what to store until we have a new, permanent building.  
I’m looking forward to that final move.  So, all the pictures are off the walls, wrapped in paper and have been
placed in boxes for storage.  All our cavalcade of memories has been carefully packed and is awaiting the
move to climate-controlled storage, too.
Yet amid all the chaos, we are still working for the members; processing their dues and the unit fund donations; answering the phones and assisting with problems.  It is becoming a challenge as we get closer to the
date the movers arrive to load all our boxes and finish boxing up the last minute things.  Where is that sticky
note pad when you need it? Who moved the paper cutter?  It certainly makes coming to work interesting these
past few days.
We will be closed when the movers arrive on August 1st.   Our move should be completed by August 6th.  We
will be open for business if all goes well and according to schedule.  Please bear with us for the first few days
as we get unpacked and accustomed to new surroundings.
The August/September bulletin will be printed and mailed during the week of August 13th.  All certifications
of Unit officers need to be in our office before that week as we build our mailing list from the certifications.  A
unit won’t receive their 2008 cards until the certification is received.  Please send in the form even if your
officers are the same as last year.  It is available on our Website or can be requested by calling our office.
Plans of work from National are here.  They are available on line at National’s Website and our Department
Chairmen that have Internet capabilities have been directed to go to National’s website for their information.  
Those without the Internet have been sent their plans.  The deadline for Department plans of work is
September 7th.

LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST

We do have a new mailing address: PO Box 140407,
Austin TX 78714-0407.  Please use that address for all
correspondence, as forwarded mail takes longer to be
received.  E-mail addresses, phone and fax numbers
will remain the same.

Almost Four Decades of Partnership
for a Healthy America

Please call, e-mail or fax or write, if you have any questions regarding what you’ve read or about the Auxiliary
in general.  We’ll be glad to help.
Phone: 512-476-7278
Fax: 512-482-8391
e-mail:  alatexas@txlegion.org
Website: www.alatexas.org
Paula Raney
Department Secretary

For more information about the Legionnaire Insurance Trust
affordable insurance plans and superior service
call toll-free, 1-800-235-6943, or
visit our Web site at: www.theLIT.com
15700

© 2006 AGIA
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Onion Creek
Post 326
Onion Creek Post 326 is helping to answer the call for help that was sent out by National Commander Paul Morin for Operation Landshut. Incoming Post Commander Don Jones is presenting a check for $5000.00 for Operation Landshut to Department Commander Paul Dillard.
Onion Creek Post 326 raised the money by conducting community fundraising events to help
support our Troops.
Post 326 has asked Dept Cdr Paul Dillard to present the check to National Commander Paul
Morin on their behalf.
In the picture are right to left Dept Adjutant Bill West, Dept Commander Paul Dillard, Incoming Post Cdr Don Jones, outgoing Post Commander Roy Dalton, Bruce Conover and Past
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Katy Post 16

3rd Annual Ice Cream Social

Immediate past Department Commander C. W. “Butch” Sparks, center, made
an over-the shoulder inspection of the
first two scoopers, Ralph West, left, and
George Berg, past commander of Post
164.

Outgoing Department Commander C.
W. “Butch” Sparks, right, shares a funny
story over ice cream Sundaes with
wife Lynn, District 22 Commander, and
Katy Post Commander Paul Dudkowski.

Guest of honor was Kenny Adams,
second from left, blinded war veteran who recently retuned to his Katy,
TX home from service in Afghanistan.
Adams is flanked by Ice Cream Social                             
event chair Bill Barry, left, and race car
driver friend Joe Esperanza. Legion Post
164 commander Paul Dunkowski at
right. The post’s 3rd annual Ice Cream
Social was held Wednesday evening July
25th..
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District 3 Fundraising Event:
Chili Cook-off & Silent Auction
Army Spc. Frank Fields while on assignment in Iraq, lost both his legs when his vehicle hit an
improvised explosive device on Nov. 21, 2006. He is at Brooke Army Medical Center in San
Antonio, TX still undergoing therapy and should receive his prosthetic legs sometime in the
fall.
The American Legion Family District 3 started taking up a collection January 2007 for Frank
Fields to purchase a wheelchair accessible van.
Some of the post and units within our district had made contributions in excess of $7,500.00
before the Chili Cookoff & Silent Auction event on June 9, 2007.
The American Legion Family Post 12 Tyler used all the news media sources available to
them one week prior to the event and one week after. The Chili Cookoff & Silent Auction at
the American Legion
Family Post 12 Tyler brought in over
$14,000.00 and donations were still coming in
as of July 16, 2007. Total
monies raised as of July
24, 2007, is $23,345.20  
We are still about
$10,000.00 short of our
goal, but we know we will
get there. If anyone reading this would like to
donate you may send a
check payable to:
The Frank Fields Fund
   # 2086565
c/o Arp State Bank
Drawer 100
Arp, Texas 75750

Left to Right: Orval Miller District 3 Vice Commander, Nell Underwood District 3 Vice
President, Kay Mims District 3 President, Larry Mims District 3 Commander
Army Spc. Frank Fields
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PRESS RELEASE:

Fisher House Matches Landstuhl Phone Card Purchases
INDIANAPOLIS (July 30, 2007) - Just days after the national commander of The American Legion announced
the purchase of $25,000 in pre-paid telephone calling cards to be given to troops as part of Operation Landstuhl (Lond Stool), an official with the Fisher House Foundation announced his organization’s intention to
match the donation given to U.S. troops recovering at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany.
“We are going to send $25,000 of our own calling cards to the heroes recovering there,” said James D. Weiskopf, Vice President of Communications for Fisher House. “This is in addition to the periodic shipment of
cards we make to both the Pastoral Care Division and the manager of the two Landstuhl Fisher Houses. We
stand ready to assist The American Legion in this special program to take care of service members and their
families.”
“This is an example of two great organizations working together,” National Commander Paul A. Morin said.
“Thanks to the Fisher House Foundation and The American Legion family, the troops will soon be getting
$50,000 worth of calling cards instead of $25,000. As a consequence of war, a steady stream of new patients arrives there daily. These cards will all be put to good use.”
Operation Landstuhl is an initiative by Morin, Auxiliary President JoAnn Cronin and Sons of the American
Legion Commander Earl Ruttkofsy. It was prompted by a recent visit to the center by Morin and Cronin.
“Brig. Gen. David Rubenstein and his staff at Landstuhl do an outstanding job of making sure the patients
there receive the best medical care in the world. They are to be commended. But there are some personal
comfort items that the patients could use,” Morin said. “Whether it’s a set of civilian clothes, DVDs, CDs,
magazines or books, we want to provide it for them. We owe it to them. These phone cards are just the start.”
The hospital is a stopping point on the journey home for many wounded service members, who are injured in
Iraq and Afghanistan.  During peak fighting periods, the hospital often accepts more than 900 new patients
per month.
Credit card donations for the program are accepted online at www.legion.org and checks can be mailed to
Operation Landstuhl, c/o The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206-1055.
“Operation Landstuhl is just more than a month old and we are already on our way to achieving our goal,”
Morin said. “The generosity of the American people has been overwhelming. I am confident that we will meet
our goal by the close of our 89th National Convention on August 30.”
The Fisher House Foundation was established in 1990 by the late Zachary Fisher, a New York builder, and
his wife Elizabeth. Fisher House is designed to diminish emotional and financial drains on veterans’ families
and provide wheelchair-friendly places for veterans to visit. In recognition of the special sacrifices of severely
wounded or ill U.S. service members and their families, the foundation donates “comfort homes” so families
can face medical difficulties together.
  
Contact: John Raughter or Joe March  (317) 630-1253.
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Help grow
The Legion Times!
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ABOUT RISING HEALTH CARE COSTS?

Let the Legionnaire Insurance Trust help you
with an affordable Medicare Supplement Plan
Medicare is not an all inclusive health
insurance plan. Many medical
procedures, examinations and hospital
expenses are only partially reimbursed –
leaving you with leftover bills to pay.
Let the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT)
help you protect your assets with a
Medicare Supplement Plan endorsed by
your Department.
Even if you already have a plan in place,
that’s okay. Take a look at what our plans
have to offer – if ours are a better value,
you can replace your existing coverage. If
you have owned a Medicare Supplement or
have had primary hospital and medical
expense reimbursement coverage for six

or more months, and replace it with one
of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust plans,
there will be no waiting period and no
pre-existing condition limitations.
FEATURES OF THE PLANS
• No physical exams or health questions to
answer – you cannot be refused on account
of your past or current health.
• Fast turnaround on claims
• Affordable premium costs
Act Now! Complete the coupon below and
return it to:
Legionnaire Insurance Trust Program
P.O. Box 21908
Santa Barbara, CA 93121-9969

�

� Yes! Please send me complete details about the
�
Legionnaire Insurance Trust Program Medicare Supplement Plan
Fill in your name, address, phone number and date of birth, and mail it to us.
Name______________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________City____________________State_____Zip_________________
Phone (
15702

)_________________ Evening (
Promo 18747

)__________________Date of Birth______/______/_____
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