
From the Bridge
 

Here we are, into the third month of 
our membership year (September). 

I am going to inform you of the charge 
that I gave to all the department  
officers at our post-convention DEC on 
July 14th.  I think it is of importance to 
every member of the American Legion 
Family which includes the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the American 
Legion and the Legion Riders.  I have 
added the ALR even though to be a 
rider you must first belong to one of 
the first three entities.

“Here we are, our first DEC of the 2013-2014 year, and now the ball is 
in our court.  I look forward to the Department of Texas having, AGAIN, 
a banner year.  Each of us were just installed and we took an oath to 
“PERFORM THE DUTIES, OF THE OFFICE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
I’M ABOUT TO ASSUME, TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITIES.”  Now we are 
expected, BY OUR MEMBERSHIP, “TO BE THE BEST WE CAN”, as the 
leaders of the American Legion, Department of Texas.  Don’t let  
personality issues get in the way of progress.  We are each individuals, 
having our own traits and ways of doing things, so let’s move through 
issues, and complete what we are here to do, conduct business of The 
American Legion. 

As I mentioned in my acceptance speech, we are going to continue with 
the training of our leaders and future leaders.  We need to continue 
with the increased participation in all our programs, Boy’s State,  
Oratorical, School Awards, and Junior Shooting, to name a few.  I  
believe that with the higher participation, membership will follow.  This 
past year has proved that our membership CAN GROW.   Now we need 
to keep the ball rolling, and have every division, district, and post,  buy 
into and “get on the train.”  Borrowing some words from Fred Rogers, 
”EVERYONE LIKES BEING ON A WINNING TEAM.”

(continued p.2)
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I am going to give you my all, and I would hope each of you may do the 
same.  I would like to see, at a minimum, you Division Commanders 
have weekly contact with your District Commanders, keeping an eye on 
membership and program participation.  You District Commanders need 
to do the same with your posts, especially checking the department web 
site for your district standing.  If you have some posts that need assis-
tance, utilize your Vice Commander and district officers for assistance.  
None of you commanders are expected to complete your tasks alone.  
Please contact your department HQ staff if you need a little help.  They 
will be more than happy to assist you in any way they can. 

My personal phone # is (972) 924-8007.  If I’m not home I’ll get back 
with you ASAP, or if it is a true emergency, my Legion phone # is in the 
“Blue Book.”  I may not know all the answers, but I usually know where 
to find them.  
  
REMEMBER, We are a team, including the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Sons of the American Legion and Legion Riders, and if we work together 
as a family, positive results will happen.  Let’s get out there, have fun, 
have a good time, and complete our tasks for THE GOOD OF THE  
AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS.  And most importantly 
THANK YOU for taking the time and energy, in assuming your elected or 
appointed positions.” 

On 30-31 July Vice Commander McKinney, Adjutant West and myself  
attended the state baseball tournament in Texarkana/Atlanta.  The  
banquet was on Tue, and on Wed I did an obligatory throwing out 
the first pitch, but because of the weather it was for show only as we 
couldn’t get out on the field.  I was so looking forward to throwing a fast 
pitch right over the plate too.   We had to leave immediately after the 
pitch to head for Indianapolis for the National Membership Workshop.  

At the Indy workshop, 1-3 August we all came back with a lot of usable 
knowledge.  Bill gave a 15 minute talk to the whole group about how 
our training in Texas has gone a long way toward improving our  
membership finals.  Everyone out there in the field can take credit for 
that accomplishment, as the “blue cappers” were the ones in the  
trenches getting the job done.  THANK EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU 
for a job well done.

We just completed a very successful District/Division Commander’s 
Workshop at the Omni in Austin 9-11 August.  I think everyone came out 
energized and enthused about the upcoming year and Texas will, again, 
have a banner year.   I have noticed that the instructors are getting  
better all the time and the format was very impelling.  

Yours in Service, For God and Country
Jim Fleming
State Commander
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save your file 
as the same name of the article, so we can 
easily keep track of it. And be sure to make it 
clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 
your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 

corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Jim Fleming, Department Commander
John McKiny, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Harvey Klee, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer 
Steve Watkins, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Don Toohey, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Ed Kegley, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Dan Corbin, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer                             
Renee Monczynski, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Jeff Perkins, 1st Division Commander
Bryan Coleman, 2nd Division Commander
Glen Moody, 3rd Division Commander
Ronnie Pietzsch, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Lerory Anderson, 1st District Commander
Leaman Laws, 2nd District Commander
John Brewer, 3rd District Commander
David Harvey, 4th District Commander
Gary Smith, 5th District Commander
John Hince, 6th District Commander
Ed Jarvis, 7th District Commander
Patrick Yancey, 8th District Commander
Jerry Kubala, 9th District Commander
Al Banzer, 10th District Commander 
Sandy Kousman, 11th District Commander 
Joe Page, 12th District Commander 
Ken Horn, 13th District Commander 
Reno Reiley, 14th District Commander 
Harlan Lucas, 15th District Commander
Richard Britton, 16th District Commander
Bret Watson, 17th District Commander 
William Dannheim, 18th District Commander 
Ralph Langley, 19th District Commander 
Lloyd Buckmaster, 20th District Commander 
John DiFrancesco, 21st District Commander 
John Osborne, 22nd District Commander 
Jerome Iltis, 23rd District Commander 
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Here are pictures of a few of our Detachment of Texas members from Squadron 297 in Benbrook and Squad-
ron 81 in Duncanville delivering $250 of water to the Dallas Fisher House.  This fulfills the request of our 
National Commander Chris Huntzinger to make this donation.

Detachment of Texas Water Donation to the Dallas Fisher House

From left to right are Detachment Commander Bill Kuehner, Tom Bunten, Dan Davis, Danny McGee, Americanism 
Chairman Steve Davis, Awards Chairman Mark Patterson, and Detachment Finance Officer Steve Slaughter.



5

Patriot’s Day commemorates the events of 
9/11/2001 when 19 militants associated with the  
Islamic extremist group al-Qaeda hijacked four  
airliners and carried out suicide attacks against 
targets in the United States. Over 3,000 people were 
killed including 400 police officers and firefighters. It 
was one of the saddest days in my life as I’m sure it 
was for most Americans. It occurred during  the first 
month that the DEC meeting was held for the new 
term of officers – I was serving as Department  
Chaplain at the time.

The following is taken from the opening prayer I  
presented at that September, 2001 meeting:

“Dear Lord, with the devastation brought on by  
recent events, you know the sorrow - and indeed the 
anger - which we feel in our hearts. Give us grace and 
strength to forbear and persevere - give us courage 
and resolve to meet the crises that we face. And may 
this incident serve to unite us in our common faith 
and dedication to God and Country so that in the end, 
justice will prevail. May we serve wholeheartedly as if 
we were but serving you, dear Lord, not men, because 
we know that you, our Father in heaven, will reward 
everyone for whatever good that he does.”

Conrad Roberson was the Department Commander 
at the time and, for the first time in my memory,  
authorized a special memorial service to be presented 
during the Fall DEC which I hastily put together. These 
are excerpts from that Service:

“Without question, the terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001, stunned our country. We Americans  
acquired a new found sense of our own vulnerability. 
We were swept away by a surge of patriotism – one 
that is built on instincts for self-defense, righteousness 
and the desire to bring to justice those responsible for 
that horrendous attack on 9/11...

“Let us Pray,

“Almighty God, the murderous attack against our country 
will be indelibly inscribed in our memories.

“We looked with horror on the terrorist attacks of  
September 11th, 2001.

But we looked with honor on acts of courage by ordinary 
people who sacrificed themselves to prevent further death 
and destruction. 

We shed our tears in a common bond of grief for those we 
loved and lost.

We journeyed through a dark valley, but your light has led 
us to a place of hope. You have turned our grief into  
determination.

We are resolved to do what is good, and right, and just. 
“Help us to remember what it means to be Americans—
a people endowed with abundant blessings.

Help us to cherish the freedoms we enjoy and inspire us 
to stand with courage, united as one nation in the midst of 
any adversity. 

Lord, hear this prayer for our country.  Amen.”

Since 9/11, well over 30 terrorist attacks or attempted 
attacks have taken place withing our borders, some 
bringing devastating loss to life and property. We are 
indeed at war “within and without the boundaries of 
our Republic.” It is times like these that American 
Legion Chaplains’  outreach should include far more 
than the giving of  opening and closing prayers at 
Post meetings. 

As Chaplains, we can help those who break down in 
the face of crisis; help those who in crisis, react by 
throwing away their faith; and, in times of crisis, help 
people break through to God.

Harvey H. Klee, Department Chaplain 2013-2014
www.texaschaplains.org

Chaplains Corner
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On August 28 at their monthly meeting the 
members of The American Legion Post 164 of 
Katy welcomed home one of their own. Major 
Justin Perryman, the Post Judge Advocate 
has recently returned from his deployment 
to Afghanistan. When the Post first learned 
Justin had orders for deployment in spring 
2012 he was given the tradition well wishes, 
handshakes and “keep your head down” talks 
one would expect for someone heading off to 
a war zone. In July Major Perryman left for pre-
deployment training and his eventual arrival 
in Afghanistan in September. But Major Perry-
man did not go alone. While having to leave his 

two sons, family, friends and his business behind he was heading out with his other family, the 187 men and 
women of 136th MEB, Texas Army National Guard, assigned Task Force Centurion. Four of the members of the 
unit live in the Katy area as well. He would never be alone. While deployed, Major Perryman served the Task 
Force as the command Judge Advocate. The 136th MEB departed Afghanistan on June 8 and returned to Fort 
Hood, TX on June 12, 2013. 

Home again and now plain old Justin to his 
comrades of Post 164, we first seen him at 
our monthly breakfast at Denny’s on Au-
gust 24th. Looking comfortable once again 
wearing civilian attire he received a warm 
welcome. Justin reported a successful de-
ployment and his unit returned with all 187 
soldiers. He reported a few injuries but did 
not elaborate. They left as combat ready unit 
and returned whole as a close knit family. 
While deployed Major Justin Perryman was 
awarded the Bronze Star and earned the 
Afghanistan Service Medal, Overseas Service 
ribbon and the NATO International Secu-
rity Assistance Force medal. Post Adjutant 
Sheryll Jones decided it would be appropri-
ate to bake a cake for Justin and have a little 
snack in his honor at the August meeting. 
While the cake spelled out “Welcome Home 
Justin” in reality it was a symbolic gesture for all the men and women who leave their families behind, head 
off to war and thankfully return to those who care about them. To Major Justin Perryman and the men and 
women of Task Force Centurion, job well done and Welcome Home!

THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 164 WELCOMES HOME MAJOR JUSTIN PERRYMAN
Post 164 story by Paul Dudkowski. Post photo by Wallace Klekar



LIT FAST FACTS:

� Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

� Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

� Over 675,000 members enrolled.

� As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

� As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

� Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

� Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

FEATURED PLANS:*

� Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

� Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

� Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

� Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

� Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

� Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

� LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

� Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

� Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,
and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST (LIT)
Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America

Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans

Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS

BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269

26464

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid

INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!
� Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and

mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.

� Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.



The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.

The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.

Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.

The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.

Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.

24177 © 2011 AGIA

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST



Reverse Side Front Side(s) 

Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us 
The coin that honors all American Veterans 

This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore 
“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all 

enemies, foreign and domestic…………..” 

Who should own the Vetcoin? 
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veter-
ans from all branches of service, both men and women, 
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases 
and abroad ships around the world. 
 

Perfect Memento 
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events, 
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served hon-
orably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to 
be passed down from generation to generation. 

Giving Back 
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin 
will be used for scholarship awards to children and de-
pendents of those veterans killed in action or permanent-
ly disabled.  
 
 

About the coin 
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a 
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and 
joined together with a ribbon representing those who 
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the 
five Armed Services of the United States. 

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense 

Army Navy 

Marine Corps Air Force 
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The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The 

Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits 
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our 

members needs while being the only such program to 
benefit our Department. 

 
For more information on the products and services 

provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, 
 

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218 

 
Or visit us on the web at: 
www.theLIT.com 


