
Message from the Commander 

Here we are headed into September and my time in 
office has been fulfilling. I started my term off stating 
that I would work for the American Legion almost 
every single day. I have tried daily to keep this pledge 
and enjoyed recording my efforts in the Commander’s 
Logbook.

Last month I had the honor of attending the DEC 
meeting for the 5th District where I met several 
American Legion family members. I also was able to 
hold the first official Department Executive meeting 
over Zoom. This meeting was to discuss my proposal 
for an Incentive Program for renewing 2020 members 
back into the posts. All this information will be sent to 
all posts to inform them of the program. 

I was on a Zoom meeting with our incoming National 
Commander and National Vice Commander the first 
week in August. He gave me our new goals from 
National and his goals as National Commander. I told 
him that his goals were too low for the State of Texas 
and asked what I thought we should be. Well, I told 
him I knew we could hit over 65,000 members if each 
post could renew, retain and recruit every single day 
for the next year; we have the veterans out there and just need to contact them. Communication is 
our best asset and we sometimes fail to get our message out into the community. I will be releasing 
the goal from National at our Fall DEC in Austin this month.

When this article comes out I will be back from National Convention in Phoenix. I plan on 
representing the State of Texas to the highest level. I also will be relaying my Incentive 
Program to other Department Commanders so they too can renew the 2020 members. 

Vice Commander Toohey and I will be looking at dates for revitalization. We plan on having 
three before the end of the year. These target areas are DFW, Austin and Houston. We will be 
utilizing the Posts in the surrounding areas in these efforts. The largest veteran penetration is 
in the metropolitan areas and we need to set our sites there. We still need to make every effort 
to work inside every District for revitalization. 

I will close by saying that I look forward to hearing from anyone with questions, comments and 
even complaints. My phone is always on and I do not screen calls. If I do not answer right away 
just leave a message and I will return your call in a timely manner.  
My number will be in the Blue Book, but I will give it below so that 
all will have it along with my email. Thanks for all you do to make 
this organization proud and strong.

Bret Watson
State Commander
Legion Strong
(817) 946-0906
cdrtxlegion@gmail.com
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

As you read this, a team of Texans will be in Phoenix for the National Convention 
and it is likely we will come home fired up, tired and ready to take over the world!  
National conventions tend to do that and if you ever get an opportunity to go to 
one (Houston comes up every few years!), I recommend you consider it!

Thank you to several of our Chaplains across our great State who emailed me 
and promised to share stories and prayers this coming year. God bless you 
each and every one of you. Saturday morning at our State Fall DEC, we will 
have a short Chaplain gathering on Saturday morning. You are invited to be 
with us or email me if you cannot be there but would like the handouts. Hope 
to do a lot of idea sharing and will continue that all year long.

September 11th is an opportunity for beautiful services with Veterans Day 
not far away. I ask once more to share what you are doing and do not hesitate 
to ask for help. I have a list of questions from my own Post Chaplain to get 
answers to at National so be sure, knowledge will be shared!

I’m here if you need me and know you are in prayers daily.
God bless

GERRY HINCE  
Department Chaplain
817 266-6893
hince57@msn.com

Post 159 Officers Update

Tuesday 3 August 2021 marked a new era in American Legion Post 159 leadership in 
Bryan, Texas.

Three of the Executive Positions are now filled by three Post 911 females and three of 
our branches of service are likewise represented by these officers.

Post 159 Commander for 2021-2022 is Marine Dale Hutchcraft while Air Force Veteran 
Susan Marty takes over as Post Adjutant and Navy Veteran Heather Humphrey remains 
as Post Finance Officer.

The annual installation of the 
American Legion officers for the 
new year was conducted by Past 
Department Commander Walter 
Ivie from Austin. PDC Ivie is also 
the current Chairman of the  
National American Legion Media 
and Communication Commission.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Gerry Hince
Post 159, Bryan
817 266-6893
hince57@msn.com
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Do you have an article or news announcement to 
share with the rest of the Department of Texas? If 
so, please follow these guidelines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Word format (.doc, .docx) or 
as a text file (.txt or .rtf) or as a PDF.

• Give your article a title! Create the headline 
and save with a proper file name so we can easily 
recognize it.

• Tell us who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us.

• Attach any photos and/or artwork for articles 
separately (NOT embedded in your text file) as high 
resolution JPGs, 300 dpi, or better. Please name 
these files accordingly so we can track them along 
with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do our 
best to catch typos, but sometimes they still slip 
by. You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word processing 
software.

• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month, for it to appear in the 
following issue. This way we have plenty of time to 
work with in case we need to clarify anything with 
you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Bret Watson, Department Commander
Gene Toohey, Department Vice Commander
C.W. Sparks, National Executive Committeeman
Kenneth Mueller, Alternate National Executive Committeeman 
William West, Department Adjutant
Gerry Hince, Department Chaplain
Steve Cook, Department Treasurer
J.D. Langley, Department Judge Advocate
Al Alford, Department Historian
Willis Gray III, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Kimberly Biggerstaff, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Jeff Perkins, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Ron Peterson, Department Service Officer
Allen Sharp, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Pete Eekhoff, 1st Division Commander
Gary Towers, 2nd Division Commander
Ricardo Hankerson, 3rd Division Commander  
B.J. Sieder, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Timothy Slinkard, 1st District Commander
Tilford Thorkveen, 2nd District Commander  
Jack Lanier, 3rd District Commander
Jason Castleberry, 4th District Commander
W. S. Turner, 5th District Commander
Steve Kim, 6th District Commander  
Jeanette Merritt, 7th District Commander  
Richard Voorhies, 8th District Commander  
Richard Huntley, 9th District Commander  
Jay Jernigan, 10th District Commander  
Jim Lilley, 11th District Commander  
Joseph Campbell, 12th District Commander  
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Veteran from Lake Kiowa, Texas  
Elected National Commander of The American Legion

PHOENIX (Sept. 2, 2021) –  Paul E. Dillard was elected 
national commander of the nearly two-million member 
American Legion today in Phoenix, during the organization’s 
102nd national convention. He first joined the nation’s 
largest veterans organization in 1969.

A native Texan, Dillard graduated from Whitesboro High School 
in 1965 before joining the U.S. Navy and serving in Vietnam 
through four campaigns including the Tet offensive. He later 
received an honorable discharge as a radarman second class 
petty officer from the Navy Reserve before attending Grayson 
County Junior College and East Texas State University. 

Dillard worked several years in the manufacturing business 
as an Engineer, Plant Manager and Director of Manufacturing 
in Tennessee. Upon returning to Texas, he accepted a sales 
representative position with Sherman Foundry and became its 
airplane pilot. A career change was made when he and his wife, 
Donna, began their family and he entered into the insurance 
business specializing in Employee Benefits and later forming 
Dillard & Gann Insurance.

As a paid-up-for-life member of Post 265, Lake Kiowa, Texas, 
Dillard served as post commander, vice commander, adjutant 
and judge advocate. He coached American Legion Baseball for more than 10 years and served as his post’s Boys 
State chairman.

He served the 4th District as commander and vice commander and served the department as sergeant-at-arms, 
Membership & Organization chairman, National Security chairman, Uniformed Organization chairman, Board of 
Trustees chairman, and he served on the Finance Committee and the Long-Range Planning Committee. He was 
elected as Department of Texas (state) commander in 2007.  His theme as national commander is “No Veteran Left 
Behind.”

On the national level, Paul has served as Alternate National Executive Committeeman, consultant to the Insurance 
Committee, Distinguished Guest Committee, Children and Youth Committee, Media and Communications Council. 
He has served as chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, chairman of the Veterans Employment & Education 
Commission and chairman of the Legislative Commission. He was elected as national vice commander in 2013. 

He married Donna in 1983. They have two sons, William and his wife Allison, and Jonathon and his wife Karri and 
two grandsons Jarrett and Lukas. All are members of the American Legion Family. Donna has been an active and 
dedicated member of the American Legion Auxiliary for several years and has served in numerous positions of 
leadership at all levels of the organization, including department president in 2017 – 2018.

Contact: John Raughter, (317) 630-1350, jraughter@legion.org 

mailto:jraughter%40legion.org%20?subject=
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Membership Renewal Incentive Program

Post Adjutants: 

The American Legion, Department of Texas has approved the following Incentive Program to 
be utilized in renewing 2020 Post members back into your post. This is a voluntary program 
approved by Department Executive Board by virtual meeting held August 17, 2021. 

Incentive Program for renewing and engaging 2020 expired members back into their local 
post. This program will allow any post to renew 2020 members back into the post at a 
reduced rate of  $49.50. (Breakdown of dues are as follows:

$18.50 to be written as a check to Department for 2021 National dues, Then a second check 
written to Department for $31.00 for National and Department dues.) This process will be 
done by paper transmittal only and not done through MyLegion.org. The Post is allowed to 
charge over the $49.50 to help with postage and administrative costs. 

It is suggested that each Post only charge $55.00 for these 2020 expired members. This 
is a voluntary program for expired members of each Post and NOT Post 345 members. 
This program should help encourage those that have let their membership lapse for some 
reason get back into their local post. This is only available for expired 2020 members. 

Membership in The American Legion is a privilege and should be announced to all Veterans 
and their families. We as a TEAM can make a difference and be proud of our local Post and its 
members. Retention is the mainstay of The American Legion and shall be better achieved by 
working our programs and visual contact in our communities.

Bret Watson 
State Commander   
Department of Texas
American Legion 
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American Legion Baseball Program 
State Tournament 2021

Congratulations to everyone that participated in the 2021 baseball program and made it one of the most successful events in 
over 7 years. There were 6 senior teams registered this year. The State tournament was held in League City TX and hosted by 
Post 554 League City. This was the first time a post has sponsored a tournament in over 7 years. The first time a representative 
from all 4 divisions in over 7 years. The representatives were from the 1st Division Post 25 Texarkana, 2nd Division Post 490 
Houston, 3rd division had 2 teams Post 554 League City and Post 37 McAllen, 4th Division Kerrville Post 208. 

The tournament was a 5-team double elimination tournament. League City 554 was the winner and has advanced to the 
National Regional Tournament in Fairfield, California. There were two scholarships presented this year. The Department 
Academic $500.00 High School scholarship was presented to Albert Garza. 

Thanks to the Sons of the American Legion Detachment of Texas for their $500.00 scholarship donation for the outstanding 
player award and it was presented to Grant Albert Pfaff. During the National Regional game 1 League City Post 554 played 
Petaluma CA and was defeated by the score of 10-4. Game 2 League City 554 won their game against Herriman Ut by the 
score of 6-3. Game 3 League City won against Albuquerque NM score 5-4. Game 4 League City defeated Henderson NV 6-3.

Game 5 League City lost a heart breaker to Honolulu HI 4-3. Thanks to the Manager’s/Coaches and players even though you 
didn’t win the Regional Tournament you are all winners. Thank you for your performance and you represented the American 
Legion Department of Texas well. 

Everyone knows that baseball is one of the American Legion programs that builds character and will change lives. “Just Ask” the 
old pros and they will tell you, “Baseball is a game of character”. Does it achieve its purpose? Yes, it does, better than any other 
program.

Remember that American Legion Programs change lives “Just Ask”

Our contact information:
Don Toohey
ddt2e@rocketmail.com

Baseball Committee Member 
Cyndi Miller

Baseball Director
Espiridion Zunga 
espiridion.zunga@yahoo.com

mailto:espiridion.zunga%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Frisco City Council Honors 
2021 American Legion Post 178 Boys Statesmen

The 2021 Post 178 Texas Boy Statesmen were honored at the Frisco City Council meeting on 
August 17, 2021. Larry Wilhelm, the Program Committee Chairman, presented the seventeen 
statesmen to Mayor Jeff Chaney and council members. Mayor Cheney proclaimed the day as 
“Frisco Boys Statesmen Day”. He further recognized the vital role high school principals,  
counselors, and teachers play in the nomination process of prospective delegates.

The group of seventeen incoming seniors who attended the 2021 Texas Boys State virtual 
program from June 27 through July 2, 2021, received a proclamation. Thomas Davies, who 
attended a week-long program in Washington, D.C., received an individual proclamation for 
being selected a Boys Nation Senator. 

The American Legion Boys State program began 85 years ago and is among the most respected 
and selective educational programs of government instructions for high school students. It is a 
participatory program where each delegate becomes part of the process of his local, county, and 
state government. The American Legion Boys Nation is a weeklong educational program held in 
Washington, D.C. on the structure and function of federal government.  

Since June 2014, including the 2021 selected young men, Post 178 has sponsored 141 Texas 
Boys State delegates. The highly competitive Texas Boys State and Boys Nation programs  
support mentoring youth, which is one of the Four Pillars of The American Legion.

American Legion Peter J Courcy Post 178 2021 Texas Boys Statesmen Accepting Frisco City Council Proclamation. Photo by Jeanie Beal.
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AFTER 77 YEARS, REMAINS OF MISSING MARINE RETURNED

William M. Randolph, Post 593, Converse, Texas hosted a reception for family and guests of a World War II Marine whose remains 
were recovered after 77 years.  The reception followed the interment of the remains at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery.  

Al Suarez, Mayor of Converse, Walter Geraghty, 3rd Division Vice Commander, Department of Texas, the Marine Honor Guard and 
Justin LeHew, COO of History Flight, were in attendance to honor PFC JL Hancock who was killed in battle during WWII. History Flight 
is dedicated to researching, recovering, and bringing home America’s servicemen who have been listed as Missing in Action (MIA) 
during past American conflicts. 

The following information was taken from PFC Hancock’s obituary.

“On 24 Feb. 2021, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) announced that Marine Corps Reserve Pfc. J.L. Hancock, 21, 
killed during World War II, was accounted for on 17 Feb. 2021, after 77 years.

John Loss Hancock was born in the small Texas Panhandle town of McLean on 8 May 1922. Hancock enlisted in the Marine Corps 
at Oklahoma City on 17 February 1942 – he gave his initials, so military documents also refer to him as “J. L. Hancock” – and 
was soon on his way to boot camp in San Diego. Hancock would serve with B/1/6 for the entirety of his time in the Marines. He 
participated in action at Guadalcanal in January and February 1943; while he escaped wounds or serious injury, he did contract 
malaria and the recurring infection would trouble him during the months his regiment spent in New Zealand.

In October 1943, Hancock and his company boarded ships at Hawke’s Bay, 
New Zealand and shipped out for their next operation – the invasion of 
Betio in the Tarawa atoll, part of the Gilbert Islands.

After a day of hard fighting, Baker Company dug in and prepared a night 
defense. They were in an exposed position, and that night a force of several 
hundred Japanese troops hit their lines, breaking through in a few places 
and causing chaos and mayhem through the night and into the early morning 
hours of 22 November. Ultimately, the Marines held, but paid a stiff price for 
maintaining their positions. Over the three days of intense fighting at Tarawa, 
approximately 1,000 Marines and Sailors were killed and more than 2,000 
were wounded, while the Japanese were virtually annihilated.

(continued) PFC J. L. Hancock’s extended family with Justin LeHew, COO of  
History Flight. Mr. LeHew recovered the remains of PFC Hancock 

from the gravesite.
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AFTER 77 YEARS, REMAINS OF MISSING MARINE RETURNED

One of the casualties of 22 November was PFC J. L. Hancock. He was hit in the head by pieces of shrapnel and died in the field – 
sadly, just thirty minutes before the last Japanese resistance was overcome. Later that day, Hancock and nearly thirty other men 
– many from his own First Battalion, 6th Marines – were laid to rest in a trench grave near where they fell. The location, known as 
“Row D” of the East Division Cemetery, renamed Cemetery 33, was later obliterated and the grave sites lost to the shifting sands of 
the tiny island.

In 1946 the U.S. Army Graves Registration Unit came back to Tarawa to identify the many grave sites and move them to a more 
formal gravesite on the island. Some had been buried in individual graves while others were buried side by side in trenched 
graves. The unit was only able to locate about half of the fallen soldiers to inter them in the new gravesite. Later in 1946, the unit 
moved their bodies to Hawaii for identification and return to their families. Over 500 of the Marine’s remains including those of 
PFC J.L. Hancock were never located and were declared “non-recoverable” on 4 October 1949.

His family had a memorial marker placed in McLean Cemetery, McLean, TX, in hopes that one day JL would be found and returned 
home. His parents would later be laid to rest next to his marker.

Hancock’s remains were recovered from Betio by the non-profit organization History Flight in 2019. Archaeologists excavated a burial 
feature known as “Row D” of Cemetery 33 and uncovered more than thirty potential Marine remains. Original burial rosters for the 
roll included thirty names, plus two unidentified Marines.

JL’s remains were among those recovered by the History Flight team and sent back to the United States for laboratory analysis. In 
May 2020 his family was contacted, and offered the opportunity to provide a Family Reference DNA Sample.

At long last, on 17 February 2021, PFC JL Hancock was officially accounted for and was returned to his family and laid to rest on 4 
August 2021 at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery in San Antonio, TX.”

The family of J.L. who came to honor him didn’t know each other or J.L. and had only spoken by telephone briefly before attending 
the memorial service. Having the reception at Post 593 after interment gave the family a chance to get to know one another and 
to visit with each other. Justin LeHew was asked to speak and to give an accounting of what transpired to make this day happen. It 
turns out that Mr. LeHew was actually the one who recovered the remains from the gravesite on Tarawa.

That night, which just happened to be the monthly General Membership Meeting night for the Post, when the Post commander read 
the POW/MIA ceremony, chills were felt and a renewed meaning of the words in the ceremony were understood:

“Resolution 288, adopted at the 67th American Legion National Convention, calls for designating a POW/MIA Empty Chair at all 
official meetings of The American Legion as a physical symbol of the thousands of American POW/MIAs still unaccounted for from 
all wars and conflicts involving the United States. Accordingly, 
at this time the sergeant at arms will place the POW/MIA flag 
on the empty chair – a reminder for all of us to spare no effort to 
secure the release of any American Prisoners from captivity, the 
repatriation of the remains of those who died bravely in defense 
of liberty and a full accounting of those missing. Let us rededicate 
ourselves for this endeavor.”

Welcome home PFC Hancock and thank you for your ultimate 
sacrifice.

You can learn more about History Flight here:  
http://www.historyflight.com

By Dennis Ducharme
Post 593 Commander
210-630-0655

Justin LeHew, COO of History Flight and Jaye and Jerry Morgan, niece to  
PFC JL Hancock. Ms. Morgan accepted the flag from the Honor Guard during the  

interment at Ft Sam Houston National Cemetery.

http://www.historyflight.com
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com
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