
Message from the Commander: Solving WIIFMism

WIIFMism? What is that, you ask? The answer: “What’s In It For 
Me?” When you have asked Veterans to join The American Legion 
(TAL) and become a supporting member of your Post, has that 
question ever been thrown back at you? If so, then what was your 
answer? Do you have an elevator speech? Are you prepared to give 
an answer that reinforces The American Legion is worthy of their 
membership? Here are some topics that might assist you in the 
WIIFM moment.

The value of Education. – Did you know, according to  
educationdata.org dated June 25, 2023, “The average cost of college 
in the US is $36,436 per student per year, including books, supplies 
and daily living expenses?” That totals to $145,744 for an average 
four year bachelor’s degree. So what did TAL do for that? On June 22, 
1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the original GI Bill. Providing WWII Veterans with funds 
for college education, unemployment and housing. Through many adaptations, Veterans now have 
the Forever GI Bill – Harry W, Colmery Veterans Education Assistance Act. By the way, Harry Colmery 
was an American Legion National Commander (1936-1937).

A decade ago, as the Texas Legislature was looking at cutbacks because of financial issues in the 
State, the Hazelwood Act was on the chopping block. Legionnaires from around the State of Texas 
descended on the Capital, persuading or Representatives to keep Hazelwood. Thus protecting the 
higher education benefits for Texas Veterans and their children.

The value of Home Ownership. – What about VA Home Loans, part of the original GI Bill, 
brought about because of TAL? In recognition of a Veterans service to their nation, over $24M 
in home loans have been backed by the VA since 1944. Once again another bullet point to help 
answer the WIIFM and what has TAL done for Veterans? How does TAL benefit me? 

Lastly, Pride of being a Veteran. – The very fact that TAL is built upon Four Pillars, Two of 
them directly in support of their Children, “Americanism and Children & Youth.” I am sure every 
Legionnaire has a wonderful story, two or three even, concerning how Legion programs help, aid 
and assist children through the various programs. Finally, you can ask a Veteran if they have pride 
in the United States Flag. I am positive you will have a resounding “Yes” to that question. Then be 
prepared to inform them that The US Flag Code has its origins from TAL tracing back to June 14, 
1923.

Legionnaires, “Membership is the Cornerstone to the Four Pillars of The American Legion.” I hope 
each of you are proud to be a member as I am. So let us all be prepared to solve the WIIFM questions 
when asked and help spread the word that TAL is worthy of their membership. Come help us be a part 
of the solution to help make our communities a better place than it was yesterday.

AMERICAN LEGION PROGRAMS CHANGE LIVES!
BE THE ONE

Gene Toohey
State Commander
The American Legion
Department of Texas
socogun@yahoo.com
(303) 718-4819
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Chaplain’s Corner

Grace be to you, and peace,

I greet you, my fellow Legionnaires, with a grateful heart and an inspired spirit. I am grateful 
to our newly elected Department Commander, Gene Toohey, for the privilege to serve as your 
Department Chaplain. The confidence that Commander Toohey has in me inspires me to ensure 
that our spiritual needs are at the forefront of my commitment to The American Legion and to 
each of you. It deepens my pledge to treat others the way I want to be treated, to pray without 
ceasing, and to study to shew thyself as a workman that needs not be ashamed.

I am excited about having the opportunity to focus on the 
spiritual atmosphere by pointing us to a Higher Power 
that allows us to open our arms, our hearts, and our 
minds to each other. The endeavor is to create an 
environment that allows each of us to express our 
deepest and most intimate adoration of our God. My 
commitment is to engage each of you to invest or 
reinvest your time, energy, thoughts, and talents to 
live out the first four words of our Preamble: “For God 
and Country…”

As your Chaplain, I aim to let you know that we are family. 
It is my hope to model that when you hurt, we hurt with 
you, and when you celebrate, we celebrate with you too. 
We need each other to serve. There is no one who has all 
the gifts needed to move us forward. I need you and we 
need each other. In the words of our Commander Gene 
Toohey, “Many hands makes light work.”

I invite you to let me hear and know about issues in your lives that 
you would like to have me add you to my personal prayer list. It would 
be a pleasure and joy to join in agreement with your prayers for any 
situations that you would like to bring before God. I can be reached at 
c.williams77713@att.net. My number is in the blue book.

For God & Country,

Cheryl William
State Chaplain

Membership Corner 
Submitted by Chris Holt

It has been one month since Department Convention and I can tell you membership this year 
has taken off like a rocket ship.  We already have two Districts above the 50% mark. The 19th 
District was the first to achieve this goal. Congratulations Terry Landrum for leading the way. 
The second team to achieve 50% was the 20th District. Congratulations to Danny Muth for 
leading his District to this achievement. We already have three Posts that have achieved 100% 
or better for the year. Post 168, Post 425 in the 18th District and Post 370 in the 21st District. 
Huge shout out to these three Post for stepping up and leading the charge.

September 13, 2023 is the 50% membership deadline. There are several Post and District that 
are just short of achieving 50% membership before the deadline. Be The One to reach out and 
just ask if your members are doing okay. Ask them if they need anything. Ask them if they would 
like to come to the next meeting. You do not have to ask them to renew right then and there on 
the phone. Show them they are more than a member to your Post. Ask them what ideas they 
may have to better the Post or the Community. If you need help with membership or would like 
to do a revitalization, please let me know. I am here to help. Oct 11, 2023 is our 55% deadline. 
Keep up the good work and please keep me posted.

Cheryl William
State Chaplain

Department of Texas 2023-2024

https://www.txlegion.org 
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Do you have an article or news announcement to share with 
the rest of the Department of Texas? If so, please follow 
these guidelines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Word format (.doc, .docx) or as a text 
file (.txt or .rtf) or as a PDF. 

• The ideal word count for our format is 200 - 500 words 
(maximum), preferably with no double spacing.

• Give your article a TITLE! Create a HEADLINE and save 
with a proper file name so we can easily recognize it.

• Tell us who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are 
just forwarding it to us.

• Attach any photos and/or artwork for your article separately 
in your email. DO NOT simply embed them in your Word or PDF 
file. Larger photos are best, and high resolution JPG files of 
300 dpi or better are preferred. Please name these files  
accordingly so we can track them along with your article. 

• Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding photo 
captions, name of the photographer, etc. Please note that 
due to spacing and layout requirements, we may not be 
able to use every photo submitted (preferably 2 - 3 photos 
per article).

• Please spell check everything! Especially people’s names, 
web addresses, etc. We do our best to catch typos, and 
make corrections, but sometimes they still slip by. You can 
help us greatly by simply running the spell check function in 
your word processing software.

• We PUBLISH on our Website on the FIRST FRIDAY of the 
Month, with few exceptions. E-mail everything directly to 
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every month, for it to  
appear in the following issue. This way we have plenty of 
time to work with in case we need to clarify anything with 
you. 

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you continue 
to help us grow and improve The Legion Times!

Donald “Gene” Toohey, Department Commander

Kenneth Mueller, National Executive Committeeman
John Hince, Alternate National Executive Committeeman 
Gerry Hince, Immediate Past Department Commander
William West, Department Adjutant
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
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mailto:times%40txlegion.org?subject=


Preserving the Memories and Incidents
Submitted by Jerome Iltis, Immediate Past 23rd District Commander
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Photo by Claudia McDaniel of the Carrizo Springs Javelin

At the Dimmit County Commissioners Court meeting on August 14, two plaques were presented to Clarence Mobley Post 
359 Commander Jeff Davis by Immediate Past 23rd District Commander Jerome Iltis. Participating in the presentation 
was 23rd District Commander Brian Kanke. 

Commander Davis received one of the plaques on behalf of Cynthia Buchanan in recognition of her comprehensive 
research of Mexico’s involvement in World War II. She authored the article entitled “Mexico’s Heroes, America’s Brothers” 
that was published in the January 2023 issue of The American Legion Magazine. The article was a result of several 
years’ work on compiling oral histories of Texas veterans in Dimmit County in addition to research she conducted on 
the collaboration of Mexico and the United States during World War II. The article focused on the pilots of the 201st 
Mexican Squadron (Escuadron 201) who trained in the borderlands of South and Southwest Texas prior to participating 
in the Pacific campaign under General Douglas McArthur. This was the only time in the history of our two countries that 
the United States and Mexico were allies fighting together in the same war.

The other plaque was presented to Commander Davis for his extensive research and technical assistance which contributed 
to the article. “Working with Jeff on this article and transcribing these oral histories, we knocked ourselves out trying to 
be accurate,” admitted Ms. Buchanan.

Realizing the profound fulfillment of our purpose “to preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all 
wars”, TEXALPA president Tamela Jennings-Flynn acknowledged the important work of Ms. Buchanan and Commander 
Davis that chronicled this relatively unknown aspect of World War II history. Ms. Buchanan is a prolific writer, and for her 
to dedicate her valuable time to write the article for The American Legion, she is most deserving of recognition. TEXALPA 
produced the handsome plaques and unveiled them at the recent Department Convention. 

Upon learning of the recognition, Ms. Buchanan shared her excitement stating, “That the Texas American Legion Press 
Association has chosen to honor this article is, for me, a highlight of my career.” When Commander Davis sent her a 
photo of the plaque, she said, “I burst into tears. I can hardly wait until I receive the plaque from Jeff. Thank you and 
God bless.”



The American Legion Baseball Program 
WHAT IS THAT I AM HEARING? -- PLAY BALL!

To the baseball fans everywhere. Welcome to the American Legion Final recap of 
the 2023 season. This year, Texas American Legion Baseball Program had teams 
from all four divisions within the state of Texas with the vision of becoming Texas 
State Champion. The state tournament was held in Laredo, TX. Laredo Post 59 
was the host Post. The tournament was played at the Uni-Trade Stadium. Five 
teams participated. Laredo Post 59, League City Post 554, South Houston Post 
490, Texarkana Post 25 and El Paso Post 58. This year history was in the making 
as one team was a co-ed, El Paso Post 58.

The 5 team tournament winner was decided in an exciting extra innings game tied 
at 3-3 after regulation play. Eventually League City won the Championship Game 
by a score of 4-3 over South Houston Post 490. League City 554 advanced to the Western Regionals held in 
Fairfield, CA and met up with seven other regional teams. League City represented Texas during the regionals 
and took the Western Region 8 Title by defeating Las Vegas, NV 11-6 in game 15.

League City Post 554 was now headed back to Shelby, NC as back to back repeat Regional 8 Champions 
to play in The American Legion World Series. As League City advanced through the Pool Play section of 
the tournament they won the Stars division and advanced to the semi-finals where they met the Stripes 
Runner-Up team from Brooklawn, NJ by a score of 4-1. This was no small task as Brooklawn, NJ holds 
the title of most appearances at the American Legion World Series during its 96 year history.

League City, TX Post 554 advanced to the finals against Lincoln, NE Post 3 for Championship Tuesday. The 
manager, Ronnie Oliver assisted by his coaching staff met the challenges of a magnificent tournament 
and became the first team in history representing Texas as American Legion World Series Champions! The 
game was very close, and League City won with a score of 1 to 0. This was the first time that a Texas team 
has ever won a World Series Title since the program was started in 1926. League City set many records 
with one of their players, Jacob Cyr, throwing a no hitter in game 1, the first time since 1976 that has 
happened.

American Legion Baseball is a program that develops leadership, camaraderie, sportsmanship and 
Americanism. Thank you to all the Posts that support American Legion Baseball and the children and 
youth playing on the teams they sponsor.

Don Toohey
Baseball Chairman 2023
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American Legion Peter J Courcy Post 178 2023 Texas Boys Statesmen  
Accepting Frisco City Council Proclamation

The 2023 Post 178 Texas Boys Statesmen were honored at the Frisco City Council 

meeting on August 15, 2023. Larry Wilhelm, the Program Committee Chairman, 

presented the statesmen to Mayor Jeff Chaney and council members. Mayor Cheney 

proclaimed the day as “Frisco Boys Statesmen Day”. He further recognized the vital 

role high school principals, counselors, and teachers play in the nomination process 

of prospective delegates.

The group of 20 incoming seniors who attended the 2023 Texas Boys State program from 

June 11 through June 17, 2023, received a proclamation.
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The American Legion Boys State program began 85 years ago and is among the most respected 
and selective educational programs of government instructions for high school students. It is a 
participatory program where each delegate becomes part of the process of his local, county, and 
state government.

Since June 2014, including the 2023 selected young men, Post 178 has sponsored 177 Texas 
Boys State delegates. The highly competitive Texas Boys State and Boys Nation programs support 
mentoring youth, which is one of the Four Pillars of The American Legion.



Post 817 Hosts Texas Legion College
Submitted by Adjutant Cheryl Williams, Post 817

The American Legion Department of Texas is passionate about the education of all Legionnaires 
for the success of its programs. With that in mind, Dorie E. Miller Post 817 hosted a Texas Legion 
College on August 19-20, 2023, at our post home in Beaumont. This 3-phase College was filled 
with outstanding information that will only help Department of Texas increase the knowledge 
base of all members. 

Commander Gene Toohey, Past Department Vice Commander Tom Marty, and Legionnaire 
Ray Areolla were the trainers for nearly 40 members that traveled from near and far to gain 
better insight and knowledge about the who we are, what we do, and how we function.

The passion and knowledge of the trainers provided great inspiration for Legionnaires 
who had over 40 continuous years and others who only had 2 weeks. The Legion College 
is an outstanding program that benefits the Department of Texas through the experience, 
knowledge base, and passion of those who are willing serve. 
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 Left-to-right: Department Chaplain Cheryl Williams, Trainer Ray Arreola, Robin York, Post 817 Commander Clifton Guillory, Elaine Leger, Milton 
Chatham, Department Commander Toohey, Sherry Thomas, Martin Lee, Sonya Lemell, Jesse Richardson, Harold Sherill, PDC Lynn Sparks, Robert 

Mouton, Andrew Sellers, Henry Hampton, Charles Harper, John Vickery, Kira Tuck, Daniel Valdez, John David Wedgeworth, Ada Martinez, Kevin,  
Willie Carriere, Leonard Frazier Herbert Fields, Clarence Basha, and JT. 



Walking Off The War
Submitted by Fr Steven G Rindahl, DMin STM • US Army Chaplain, Retired

“An Elder was asked by a certain Soldier if God would forgive a sinner. And he said to him: Tell me, beloved, if your 
cloak is torn, will you throw it away? The Soldier replied and said: No, I will mend it and put it back on. The elder said to 

him: If you take care of your cloak, will God not be merciful to His own image?”
~ The Wisdom of the Desert ~ 1 

On September 11th, 2001 our country was plunged into a two-front war yet to be named “The Global War on Terrorism.” Few 
would imagine that the war would go on for decades. Our nation, once again, has a sizable veteran community, many with 
long and frequent deployment histories. After twenty years of combat operations, with many service members having spent 
multiple years engaged in warfare, the souls of our service members are wounded. The souls of these veterans need to be 
made whole again. Veterans are confronted daily with questions about the value of their mission (now abandoned); Was 
the sacrifice worth it? There are feelings of confusion, anger, frustration, and guilt – often mixed together. Americans must 
answer the question – “How do we help heal the soul scarred by war?” I would like to introduce you to one option that has 
shown excellent results among its participants.

The Warriors on the Way pilgrimage for Combat Veterans is a purpose-designed pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago 
(AKA The Way), for the sake of PTSD and Moral Injury healing. Warriors on the Way pilgrims achieve, on average, 70% 
reductions in their PTSD symptoms. The pilgrimage is supported by an ethos of utilizing a multidisciplinary approach, 
combining spirituality, psychology/psychiatry, and physical activity. The Warriors on the Way pilgrimage is led by Fr Steven 
G Rindahl (retired US Army Chaplain and American Legion Member – Weiss-Wurzbach Post 460, Castroville, TX) and a 
clinical psychologist demonstrating to our veterans that faith and the behavioral health sciences are complementary to 
one another and together provide a greater level of healing than either does alone. 

(continued next page)
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Veterans leaving their burdens at the Cruz de Ferro
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Arriving in Spain, each pilgrim receives a pilgrim shell. The shell is the badge of the pilgrim, its many rays all converging 
to a single point are symbolic that although we make our own pilgrimage, we are making it together. Between the simple 
act of bearing one another’s burdens, leaving burdens (symbolized by stones) at the Foot of the Cruz in the amazingly 
meaningful ceremony at the Cruz de Ferro, to affirming the possibility of transformation at the miracle location in 
O’Cebreiro, and successfully arriving in Santiago together, 
each day affirms God’s willingness to heal the soul. The 
Warriors on the Way team will depart to Spain with another 
group of Veterans on the 16th of September 2023. You 
can learn more at the website WarriorsOnTheWay.org 

Fr Steven G Rindahl, DMin STM
Founder and Director
Warriors on the Way (501c3)
www.WarriorsOnTheWay.org

1. Thomas Merton, The Wisdom of the Desert: Sayings from the Desert 
Fathers of the Fourth Century (New York, N.Y.: Shambhala, 2004), 177.

Warriors on the Way on the Camino de Santiago

Pilgrim Shell Ceremony

https://WarriorsOnTheWay.org 
https://www.WarriorsOnTheWay.org


District & Division Commanders School 
Submitted by:  Shirley Platt, Department of Texas Historian

11

Each year there is a District & Division Commanders 
School held in Austin for all District and Division  
Commanders. This training is open to anyone to  
attend; it is a grear opportunity for future leaders to 
begin learning about The American Legion and the 
Department of Texas. This year’s school was held  
August 11-13, 2023 at the Austin Southpark Hotel.

Pictured right: Commander Gene Toohey presented Past National 
Commander John Brieden a certificate of appreciation for assisting 
with the training.

L - R - Seated - Cindy Miller, Cheryl Williams, Tony Morgan 
2nd Row - John Brieden, Keith Wilkerson, Edward Villafranca, Albert Cavazos, Jeff Meurer, Jeff Eaton 

3rd Row - Bill West, Danny Muth, Gene Toohey, Mike Olivarez, Joseph Campbell, Bradley Stavinoha, Forrest Beadle, Andy Lowen, Brian 
Kanke, Patrick Taylor, Lewis Field, Tom Marty, Gary Sanders

Instructors:  L - R - Danny Muth, Bill West, John Brieden, Gene Toohey, Tom Marty, Cheryl Williams and Gary Sanders



American Legion Post 174 & Auxiliary Unit 174 Conduct Installation & Awards Ceremony
by BJ MacMillan, Commander, Post 174• Photos by Frank Espinosa
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The American Legion Post 174 and Auxiliary Unit 174 conducted their installation of officers for 2024-2025, on 
August 12, 2023, at the Georgetown Country Club. 

After a delicious lunch of pulled pork and chicken sandwiches plus assorted salads and cobbler, the Commander 
began the program. Jay Jernigan, the Installing Officer, came forward as the Post and Auxiliary officers came forward 
to be given the oath of office. Once completed, the Commander presented Jay with a WWII American Legion belt 
buckle, a WWII American Legion Navy hat pin, and a Post 174 coin. She presented the President of Auxiliary Unit 174 
a Certificate of Appreciation, a Post Coin, and an Orchid. 

Russell Miller was asked to come forward for a special presentation. The Commander presented him with 
several good luck items and an Adjutant’s Guide to MyLegion.org. Russ became the Post Adjutant, the same 
time the new My.Legion.org system was installed. There were some challenges with it. The Commander 
recognized him for his patience. Chet Scheibel, Larry Voegtle, Amery Vasso, Don Willhouse, and Fred Keebler 
received Post coins for assisting with several Post events. 

The Auxiliary Officers taking the oath of office.
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The following members received WWII American 
Legion hat pins for the outstanding jobs they did 
while serving in positions of responsibility during 
the past year: Janice Clark, Virgil Murphy, Frank 
Espinosa, Jr., Ray Sanchez, Russell Miller, Robert 
Hogg, Ray Geurink, Michael Meccia, and Vic Pierson. 

Continuous membership awards were presented 
to: Robert Hogg, 5 years; Russell Miller, 5 years; 
Raymond Geurink, 10 years; Larry Voegtle, 15 
years; Michael Meccia, 20 years; and Victor 
Pierson, 25 years. Vic Pierson also received a 
Past Sergeant-at-Arms pin and Certificate of 
Appreciation for serving in the position for 16 years. 

Lastly, the Legionnaire of the Year Award was presented to Amery Vasso for the work he has done in restructuring 
the scholarship program, establishing a viable membership tracking system, and organizing our upcoming mini 
golf tournament. Amery also received a special medallion and a WWII American Legion hat pin. 

After all awards were presented, the Commander asked everyone to look at the Post Scrapbook that won 2nd 
Place at the Department of Texas American Legion Convention thanks to our Historian, Stephanie Nimitz.  
Everyone had a wonderful time.

Vic Pierson receiving his continuous membership award. Amery Vasso receiving his Legionnaire of the Year Award

Russ Miller receiving his Adjutant’s guide to MYLegion.org



Department of Texas Attends Media Training Workshop, Post 828 Commander Receives Recognition 
Story by:  Tesha Leggett, Fred Brock Auxiliary Unit 828

14

CHARLOTTE, N.C. – (Aug. 28, 2023) – The American Legion Media & 
Communications Commission held a daylong Media Training Workshop 
and special awards luncheon for the 2023 The American Legion Media 
Alliance (TALMA) contest winners during the 104th National Convention 
of The American Legion held at the Charlotte Convention Center.

The agenda included:
• Creating Be the One bracelets to promote the Legion’s suicide prevention initiative  
• Veterans Affairs’ PTSD Coach App and utilization   
• Creating QR codes for recruiting new members and/or fundraising efforts  
• Capturing awarding-winning photos 
• Tips to asking the best interview questions
• Design a newsletter and increase open rates  
• Get print and web advertising in post, district or department newsletters 
• How to start a podcast

Members who were unable to attend the workshop were able to view it 
live on the National Headquarters Facebook page.  

In between the training, the TALMA Awards Luncheon was held at 
the Westin Charlotte where Legionnaires from posts, districts, and 
department were presented plaques in the following categories:
• Publications
• Website
• Social Media
• Visual Media
• Editorial/News
• Editorial/Information
• Public Relations

Present to receive his award for Editorial/News for Posts membership of 
250 – 749 was Post Commander Burrell Parmer of Fred Brock American 
Legion Post No. 828 in San Antonio. Additionally, receiving awards were 
Legionnaire Catherine Mondy Boyce of Glenn Oaks American Legion 
Post No. 560 in Houston (Public Relations) and Legionnaire Michael 
Hayes of Chris Kyle American Legion Post No. 388 in Midlothian, Texas 
(Website). 

“I want to thank TALMA for providing a program that allows Legionnaires 
the opportunity to present the work that they do in their posts, districts, 
and departments,” said Parmer, who’s attending his first National 
Convention.  “As TALMA is being dissolved, it is my hope that the contest 
continues and national recognize the great works being done by its 
membership.”

Post Commander Burrell Parmer of Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 
receives an award for Editorial/News from Commisssion Chairman David Wallace 

during The American Legion Media Alliance (TALMA) Awards Luncheon.

Texas Department Historian Shirley Platt of Temple American Legion 
Post No. 133 attended the Media Training Workshop

Post Commander John Kirby of Pfc. Ruth E Warlick American Legion Post No. 
14 in Southlake, Texas, spoke on the usage of the Veterans Affairs’ PTSD 

Coach App at the Media Training Workshop

Legionnaire Larry Dayhoff and Post Commander Lisa Dayhoff of George Johns 
American Legion Post No. 447 in Round Rock, Texas, attended the Media Training 

Workshop and The American Legion Media Alliance (TALMA) Awards Luncheon



American Legion Post 174 & Auxiliary Unit 174 
Donate Backpacks for Veteran’s Children

American Legion Post 174 and their Auxiliary Unit 174 
collected backpacks for the Veterans Affairs Voluntary 
Service (VAVS) at the Olin E. Teague Veterans’ Center in 
Temple, Texas. The backpacks will go to Veteran’s Children 
in the area. They donated twenty-nine backpacks which 
was 60% of the organization’s overall goal. 

Pictured L - R: Russ Miller, Adjutant, Post 174; Joan Miller, 
President, Auxiliary Unit 174; and Reggie Hardy, Department 
Head, VAVS at Olin E. Teague Veteran’s Center in Temple, TX.

Wylie Post 315 Presenting Awards at Wylie City Council Meeting

American Legion Hale-Combest Post 315 Commander Mary Lange 
presented the following awards at the Wylie City Council meeting Tuesday, August 22, 2023:

	 ● 2023 American Legion Hale-Combest Post 315 Wylie, Firefighter of the Year Jeff Pynes
	 ● 2023 American Legion Hale-Combest Post 315 Wylie, Paramedic/EMT of the Year Joe Krizan
	 ● 2023 American Legion Hale-Combest Post 315 Wylie, Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Lieutenant Mark Allen Johnson

Forefront: Firefighter Jeff Pynes, Paramedic/EMT  Joe Krizan,  Law Enforcement Officer Mark Johnson

Next row left to right: Legionnaires Commander Mary Lange, Don Bridges, Jack Garner, Charles Davis, Chester Roland

Back Row left to right:  Legionnaires Mitchell Swan, Larry Heath, Bob Orly, Mayor Matthew Porter

Seated to the left:  Sid Hoover Place 5

Photo taken by Craig Kelly, City of Wylie Public Information Officer
Submitted and written by Mary M. Lange, American Legion Hale-Combest Post 315 Wylie, Texas.
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services




The Legion Times
PO Box 140527

Austin, TX 78714

T: 512.472.4138
F: 512.472.0603

times@txlegion.org

We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com

mailto:times%40txlegion.org?subject=
http://www.legion.org
http://www.benekeith.com/
http://rubycoproperties.com

