
Message from the Commander
What an eventful month.  After 
leaving the National Convention 
in Reno we came back to Texas 
ready to get back to work.    All 
of the convention activities were 
great, we had a really good pa-
rade turnout, and we even initi-
ated some new members into the 
Dead Goat Society.  We left Reno 
with a New National Commander 
Martin F. “Marty” Conatser, from 
the Department of Illinois. 
 September started with 
a visit to Department Headquar-
ters in Austin.  That same week I 
traveled to Killeen where the 11th 
District held a training session 
for their members.  The training 
session was well presented and 
many participants left there bet-
ter educated and ready to serve 
their Post. 
 Cameron Post invited me to their 9/11 ceremonies at the high 
school and middle school. The ceremonies were attended by many 
community members, law enforcement, EMT, and firefighters.  In visit-
ing with school district officials I found out that the Superintendent of 
Cameron ISD is a former Boys State participant. 
 My September travels have taken me to several post homes 
including Sherman, Bonham, McKinney, Pilot Point and Van Alstyne.  On 
September 16th Donna and I attended the 1st District Convention in 
Mount Vernon.  
 Our Department Executive Committee meetings were held in 
Austin during the last weekend of September.  The attendance was very 
good and all of the meetings were well attended.  Many important is-
sues and reports were acted on during this important event. 
 The Public Relations/Publications Commission discussed sever-
al issues with the web site and recommended changes to enhance the 
site and to be more user friendly.  Our webmaster will begin updating
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the site this week.  Improvements will be ongoing so be sure to check 
the site regularly at www.txlegion.org.
 The Convention City Commission received three bids for the 
2010 state convention.  Correspondence and visits with these cities will 
be conducted and the bids will be considered at the Mid-Winter Confer-
ence.  The 2008 convention will be held in Corpus Christi and the 2009 
convention will be in McAllen. 
 The Americanism Commission received the reports from all 
subcommittees including Boys State, The Sons of the American Legion, 
Baseball, Children and Youth, Community Service & Education, Junior 
Shooting, Legion Riders, and Oratorical.  We are fortunate to have many 
dedicated legionnaires working these committees and doing an out-
standing job. 
 Our Treasurer, Ken Mueller, reported that the department had a 
good year financially and all funds ended the year with a positive fund 
balance.  I want to thank Ken and Frank for an outstanding job.  When 
you see them you may want to say Thanks.  
 The finance and budget commission gave their report for budget 
approval.  The Department Executive Committee accepted the report 
and the budget was approved. 
 We are advancing in our search for property to build a new De-
partment headquarters office.  The Board of Trustees presented infor-
mation to the Department Executive Committee on a parcel of land.  
This has been quite a challenge but we believe we have found a location 
that will serve the Department of Texas well.  After performing feasibil-
ity studies to ensure that the property is fit for its intended purpose and 
several other steps in the process, we are ready to make an offer.  Stay 
tuned and we will keep you advised of the progress. 
 We had two men from National Headquarters, David Elmore and 
Jim Hong, to facilitate a Membership and Public Relations school for 
four hours on Friday and four hours on Saturday.  These two young men 
did an outstanding job as I continued to have participants come to me 
and inquire about having them return for more sessions.  We will try to 
get them back to Texas in November so that they can visit with commu-
nities and put their teaching into motion.  
 Saving the best for last, Our National Commander Marty Conats-
er made his official visit to Texas during the DEC meetings.  I really wish 
you all could have met him.  He is really a remarkable person.  His mes-
sage is simple, straight forward and meaningful.  “It’s not the cost of 
membership; it’s the value of membership”.  You will hear more of this 
as the year goes on.  Commander Conatser attended all of the commis-
sion sessions and addressed each of them.  His visit was well received 
and we will continue to promote his message to all legionnaires. 

For God and Country
Paul Dillard, Commander
Department of Texas
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 Paul Dillard, Department Commander 
J.G. “Lupe” Garza, Department Vice Commander
Harvey Klee, Chaplain
Kenneth Mueller, Treasurer
Daniel Corbin, Judge Advocate
William Moore, Historian
Connie Jo Purchis, Sergeant-at-Arms
Ronald Cherry, NEC
Conrad Roberson, Alt NEC
C.W. Sparks, IPDC
William West, Adjutant
Bob Squyres, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer (Houston)                                     
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer (Houston)
Beverly Conway, Department Service Officer (Waco)
Raymond Wildman, Department Service Officer (Waco)

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Jimmy Walker, 1st Division Commander
Al Marlowe, 2nd Division Commander
Pablo Aguillon, 3rd Division Commander
Harry Hicks, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Bobby Baker , 1st District Commander
Jerry Millwood, 2nd District Commander
Orval Miller, 3rd District Commander
Mark L Thomson, 4th District Commander
Dan Arnold, 5th District Commander
Glen Newman, 6th District Commander
Larry Eary, 7th District Commander
Dana Young, 8th District Commander
Robert R Rohan, 9th District Commander
Dan Musgrove, 10th District Commander
Kathy Warren-Miller, 11th District Commander
Walter Starr, 12th District Commander
Dale Anspach, 13th District Commander
James R Carney, Jr., 14th District Commander
Albert Cavazos, 15th District Commander
James (Dave) Crowder, 16th District Commander
George Simpson, 17th District Commander
Barry Schoenhals, 18th District Commander
Daniel Spence, 19th District Commander
Al B Saunders, 20th District Commander
Billy Rollwitz, 21st District Commander
Lynn E Sparks, 22nd District Commander
Jesus E Cantu, 23rd District Commander

I want to say “thank you” for the turn in at the Fall D.E.C.  Remember “a card carrying member” is always impor-
tant to the Department.  “Pride and Commitment” are the factors needed to attain our mission to make goal for 
both Department and the Posts.  D.M.S program (Direct Mail Solicitation) is there to help us so let’s use it.  

The meeting with the Division and District Commanders told us (the membership team) that a lot of work needs 
to be done on membership.  We are here to help you.  Working together we can accomplish our goals.    

National mailed out the renewal notices October 1st to all members.  Department should start receiving renew-
al dues from the Posts soon.  Please do not hold on to them.  We need to sign up new members too.  The Goal 
of 100,000 that has been set for 2007-2008 can now be met.  Sure we are going to have to work harder but we 
can do it because we have pride in ourselves as Legion members and in doing our job.

For God and Country
Vice-Commander 
Lupe Garza
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The National Convention in Reno, Nevada was exciting.  The Auxiliary came home with some awards. These 
were distributed at the Fall DEC this past weekend in Austin by NEC Robbi Ruppert.  Getting back from Reno 
was an adventure; delayed flights, cancelled flights and the fear of spending the night at the DFW airport is 
enough to make a person not want to fly again.  Thank goodness for husbands who don’t mind driving three 
plus hours from Austin to pick up stranded passengers in the middle of the night; and then driving back to Aus-
tin in the same night/early morning.  It was an adventure that Robbi, Gil Moody, nor I will soon forget.

We sent out the Plans of Work from the National Chairmen to the Department Chairmen.  Our chairmen 
worked to create Department Plans of Work for distribution to the units.  The plans and annual reports are 
available from our website, www.alatexas.org.  Anyone interested in the plans of the various chairmen, chap-
lain or historian can read and/or download them at their convenience.  The annual reports and newest roster 
(blue book) will be mailed to the unit presidents and those who didn’t attend the DEC.  We hope to have those 
mailed the first week in October.

Sherry processes membership and the unit/member donations.  The 2008 membership continues to flow 
into the office, but we are still behind our standings from this time last year.  The first renewal notices will be 
mailed from National in October.

There are 7 units that haven’t certified their officers for 2007-08.  District presidents were notified of the units 
in their districts that haven’t certified.  The form is available on our website or can be requested by calling our 
office.  

Christmas Gift shop dates will be posted to the website and also sent out in the next bulletin.  Please pay at-
tention to the dates and addresses of where to send gifts for the gift shops.  The hospital representatives will 
certainly appreciate any and all gifts and volunteers to help during the gift shops or Christmas Parties at the 
various VAMCs.  

The Christmas Assessments will be posted to the website and also mailed in the upcoming bulletin.   Please 
remember that this money is used to provide each hospitalized veteran $5 as a Christmas gift from the Aux-
iliary.  The amount we ask the units to send is a minimum amount; more would be appreciated.  Remember, 
any unit that doesn’t pay their Christmas Assessment is not in good standing with the Auxiliary.

As a reminder, please use our new mailing address: PO Box 140407, Austin TX 78714-0407 on all correspon-
dence.  Our post office box is different from The American Legion’s post office box.  Please don’t use the old 
address as forwarded mail takes longer to be received.

Please get in touch with us, if you have any questions. We’re always glad to assist you.

Phone:  512-476-7278
Fax:   512-482-8391
e-mail:  alatexas@txlegion.org
website:  www.alatexas.org

Paula Raney
Department Secretary
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