
Message from the Commander

Greetings to the Legion Family. I  
recently attended the 93rd National 
Convention held in Minneapolis, MN 
where Fang A. Wong of New York was 
elected National Commander for 2011-
2012. Approximately 10,000 delegates 
and guests were in attendance. We had 
beautiful weather (70 degrees) all week 
long. The first four days were spent  
attending committee meetings as each 
delegate was assigned a committee. The 
National Convention Parade was held on 
Sunday with our own Honor Guard from 
Harrisburg Post 472 in Houston leading 
the parade. By the way they came away 
with three trophies in their competition 
taking first place again this year. Congratulations and Texas is proud of 
you. The next three days were spent hearing  
committee reports and witnessing the awards presentations to  
various recipients. On Tuesday morning, President Obama addressed the 
delegation for 30 minutes and received a standing ovation from the del-
egation when he said “We cannot, we must not and will not balance the 
budget on the backs of our veterans” and as commander-in-chief I won’t 
allow it. After his speech the president shook hands with our National 
Commander Jimmie Foster and national officers on stage and then came 
on to the floor and mingled and shook hands with the  
delegates.

Our newly elected National Commander Fang A. Wong’s theme is “We 
Serve with Pride”. I hope that each of us feels pride as we serve our veter-
ans and their families; our communities; but above all that you feel that 
pride of having served under our American Flag to protect our freedom 
and that you are a veteran serving those veterans and their families, our 
communities and our youth who will be the leaders of tomorrow. When 
we (Department Adjutant Bill West, Department Vice-Commander and I) 
met with Commander Wong he told us he was expecting big things from 
Texas and asked what we were going to do. 

(continued, p. 2)
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I told him that Texas would achieve 100% goal in membership this year.  
I know that working together we can do it.  It has been ten years since 
Texas made goal don’t you think it’s about time we did it again?  We 
can do it by working on our renewals and signing up new members to 
replace those who have gone to Post Everlasting or have quit.  We have 
to grow in numbers in order to make our voices stronger in Washington, 
work our programs and educate our future leaders starting at the post 
level on up.   

We have a mission to accomplish and that is to serve our veterans,  
widows and our youth and to make our communities aware of the 
American Legion programs.

On behalf of the Department I want express our sincere appreciation 
to our Legion Families from Bastrop American Legion Post 533, Austin 
Post 83, Round Rock Post 447 and 10th District S.A.L. Commander 
Brad Park for coming to the aid of those affected by the fires especially 
our veterans and their families.  I know there have been others fires all 
over the state that have also affected other communities and I am sure 
other Legion Families have been involved in helping and to all of them I 
say “thank you”.  And let’s not forget our firefighters and our law  
enforcement, to you special thanks and our gratitude.  Let’s keep all 
those families that have been displaced and have lost everything in the 
fires in our prayers.  

I would also like to commend our Department Hub master Don Daft for 
keeping us abreast of information vital to our veterans and our  
communities.  Post Hub masters please keep your members informed 
of the information that is being sent out.

Our last leg of the 9th District Membership Drive was the week-end of 
September 10-11. We covered the east end of the tour visiting 18 posts 
collecting membership renewals and new membership applications. Our 
thanks to all those posts that met us for their hospitality.  After two days 
of traveling and covering 356 miles we were glad to get home.  

God bless America and the American Legion Family.  Remember we can 
make a difference today for tomorrow.

For God and Country,

Your Commander, J. G. (Lupe) Garza.
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Do you have an article or news announcement 
to share with the rest of the Department of 
Texas? If so, please follow these basic guide-
lines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). No “.docx” 
files please, as these are often problematic. 
Save your file as the same name of the ar-
ticle, so we can easily keep track of it. And be 
sure to make it clear who the author is, wheth-
er it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. 
 
• WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any 
other kind of images! Include photos and/or 
artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-
ded in the article) as high resolution (300 
dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files 
accordingly so we can track them along with 

your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any 
corresponding captions, and/or name of the 
photographer if necessary.
 
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s 
names, web addresses, etc. We do our best to 
catch typos, but sometimes they still slip by. 
You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word 
processing program.  
 
• E-mail everything directly to us at  
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every 
month for it to appear in the very next issue.. 
This way we have plenty of time to work with 
in case we need to clarify anything with you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

J. G. Garza, Department Commander
James Fleming, Department Vice Commander
Jim Prendergast, National Executive Committeeman
Paul Dillard, Alternate National Executive Committeeman
William West, Department Adjutant
Charles Edwards, Department Chaplain
Walter Ivie, Department Treasurer 
Daniel Corbin, Department Judge Advocate
Cyndi Miller, Department Historian
Sandy Kousman, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Terry Bigley, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Ken Mueller, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer                             
Rebecca Hollingsworth, Department Service Officer
Donald Bridschge, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Linda Reed, 1st Division Commander
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Connie Jo Popham, 3rd Division Commander
W. L. Fleming, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Jimmy Walker, 1st District Commander
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Robert Bunch, 4th District Commander
Jeff Perkins, 5th District Commander
James Osborne, 6th District Commander
Everett Ison, 7th District Commander
Bryan Coleman, 8th District Commander
Glen Moody, 9th District Commander
Bill Moore, 10th District Commander 
John Rogers, 11th District Commander 
Alan Robart, 12th District Commander 
James Carminati, 13th District Commander 
Walt Myers, 14th District Commander 
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Donald Douglas, 17th District Commander 
Harold Lehnick, 18th District Commander 
Bill Youngren, 19th District Commander 
Fred Vasquez, 20th District Commander 
Johnnie Washburn, 21st District Commander 
Jerry Blaylock, 22nd District Commander 
Robert Hester, 23rd District Commander 
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Legionnaires, I cannot begin to tell you what an awesome and exciting National Convention we 
experienced in Minneapolis, Minnesota. I guess it was the pride and excitement of knowing that 
two Texan’s, Auxiliary National President Carlene Ashworth and National Sons’ of the American 
Legion would be presiding during the National Convention. We know you have enjoyed your year 
as National President and National Sons of the American Legion Commander. Texas welcomes 
you both home and says “Thank You for your service to our organization and our Veterans”.

The Auxiliary participated in a National Early Bird membership drive. Guess what, Texas submit-
ted 12% of its membership by July 15, 2011 and we landed in the top 10%. Great Job, Way to go 
Texas. Don’t forget Texas is striving for 100% in the Auxiliary, Legion and Sons of the American 
Legion. If we all recruited just one new member we will make our goal. Always remember – We 
Have To Ask- them to join us in pursuing our mission to our Veterans. The Auxiliary is excited as 
always to work with the American Legion to achieve our membership goal. 
It is that time of year when we get serious about our programs and mission of our organization. 
The V.A. Hospital tours and Christmas Gift shops are all planned and on the Auxiliary’s website. 
We look forward to seeing you all as we travel to each one. 
 
Department Executive Committee meeting and Jamboree was very informative. The format for 
the Jamboree was very different as it always is, but everyone came away with lots of information. 
The Jamboree was modeled from National’s plan of action. I want to thank all the committee 
chairmen and committee members for all your hard work. Along with our Department  
Executive Committee meeting, the new President’s School was held. Thank you to Pat  
Warnoreck and Gayle Simpson for an excellent presentation.
 
Commander Garza and I can begin to sing “On the Road Again”, for we will busy traveling and we 
especially look forward to our travels across the state of Texas and meeting all of you. 
 
Celebrating Our Veterans and Freedom

For God & Country,
Mary Waddell,
Department President

Message from the Auxiliary President
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There is no more meaningful or moving description of a VETERAN than “A Veteran is a person who wrote a 
blank check payable to the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA for an amount of up to and including one’s life”  
(author unknown). Nor is there a more dignified way of disseminating the tribute to the more than 21 million 
men and women who donned the uniform and solemnly swore “that I will support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic………” than a coin or medallion that can passed 
on to their heirs and future generations.  The description of a veteran as shown above is on one side of the 1 
¾” antique bronze coin and the seal of your particular branch of service (Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force 
or Coast Guard) on the other.

To get one or more of these beautiful commemorative coins for yourself, friends or those with whom you may 
have served, simply go on line at: www.vetcoin.us

The coins are $10.00 each, plus a $2.00 Shipping and Handling charge regardless of the number of coins you 
order.  State the number of coins requested for each branch of service.  If ordering by mail, send a check or
money order to VETCOIN,  P. O. Box 20303,  Oklahoma City, OK 73156-0303. VETCOIN may be contacted by 
calling (405) 842-6548.

A portion of the proceeds from the sale of these coins is being donated to an educational scholarship fund 
for the children and dependents of those killed in action or the dependents of veterans who are permanently 
disabled.

 COMMEMORATIVE COIN FOR VETERANS

Boy Scout Troop 831

Boy Scout Troop 831 shows their appreciation for The American Legion as they travel the roads all across Texas.  The 
quote at the bottom of the sign relates to the similarities between the Boy Scout Oath “… to do my duty to God and my 
country…” and the first four words of the preamble to the constitution of The American Legion.  Troop 831 is sponsored 
by Weiss-Wurzbach Post 460, Castroville.  (Submitted by Jerome Iltis, Commander, Post 460.)



Reverse Side Front Side(s) 

Order on-line at www.vetcoin.us 
The coin that honors all American Veterans 

This commemoratory coin should be in the hands of every American who ever donned the uniform and solemnly swore 
“that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all 

enemies, foreign and domestic…………..” 

Who should own the Vetcoin? 
The Vetcoin was designed to honor all American Veter-
ans from all branches of service, both men and women, 
who served honorably in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as stations, posts, bases 
and abroad ships around the world. 
 

Perfect Memento 
A perfect memento for reunions, special veteran events, 
relatives, friends or even strangers who have served hon-
orably. A memento like this will be a family heirloom to 
be passed down from generation to generation. 

Giving Back 
A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Vetcoin 
will be used for scholarship awards to children and de-
pendents of those veterans killed in action or permanent-
ly disabled.  
 
 

About the coin 
The inscription on the reverse side is encircled with a 
laurel wreath representing distinction and honor and 
joined together with a ribbon representing those who 
paid the supreme sacrifice. The five stars represent the 
five Armed Services of the United States. 

If you prefer to order by phone or mail, call 405-842-6548 or write Vetcoin, PO Box 20303, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
The Vetcoin is not authorized or endorsed by any member of the Armed Forces or any other component of the Department of Defense 

Army Navy 

Marine Corps Air Force 
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Photos submitted by Post 572 Adjutant, Ron Bell

Sgt Alberto Rivera and PFC Isaac 
Ross, USMC Detachment,  
Goodfellow AFB, TX (in the  
foreground), await the start of the 
Flag Pole dedication / Flag Raising 
ceremony.
 

Post 572 Adjutant, Ron Bell (in the 
Background) waits for the start of 
the Flag Pole Dedication /  
Flag raising Ceremony at the 
“Operation Finally Home Wounded 
Warrior Build Project” house  
dedication 11 September 2011.

L/Cpl Samual Marley, USMC  
Retired and Family, arrive at their 
“Operation Finally Home Wounded 
Warrior Build Project” house  
dedication 11 September 2011.



      VETERANS       
       OUTREACH/BENEFIT SEMINAR 
                   SATURDAY, NOV. 19, 2011 
             9:00 am till NOON or till all have been counseled 

      AMERICAN LEGION POST 46  
     Wake Village, Texas 

 
Location: Texas Elks Lodge#2771, 3702 New Boston Rd. 

Texarkana, Texas 

Representatives from the VA Regional Office in Waco, Texas, the Overton Brooks-
VA Hospital Shreveport, LA., Texas Veterans Commission, which includes claims, 
education opportunities, and Veteran employment opportunities, Information from 

the Texas Veterans Land Board, Small Business Administration, Area Agency on 
Aging, The American Legion and other agencies offering services to OEF/OIF 

Veterans, will be on hand to discuss and help with any questions, claims, employment, 
and basic benefits. 

* * * *  

Registration will start at 8:30 am, and all counseling will be on a “first come – first 
serve” basis.  However, all wishing any form of counseling will receive help.   All 

Veterans, spouses, or family members are encouraged to attend. 

The Elks Lodge will be providing a free breakfast for all Veterans starting at 8 A.M. 

* * * *  

For more information contact one of the following: 

Ken Kunkel, 1st District Service Officer – 903-278-2931 

Linda Ariaza, Commander Post 46 – 903-733-5953 

Bobby Baker, Seminar Coordinator – 903-720-2316 



The Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) was formed in 1966 with two primary goals:
to provide Legion families with low-cost insurance protection, and to provide a
source of revenue to participating Legion Departments.

The Trust has been so successful in its forty-three years that today over
2,000,000 Legionnaires in 48 participating Departments are enrolled in this
unique program.

Also, in the same period of time, hundreds of millions of dollars in claim
benefits have been paid to Legionnaires and their families through the LIT;
and over $52 million in allocations have been paid to participating Legion
Departments.

The first Trust insurance plan to be offered was the Hospital Income Protection
plan, a program designed to pay fixed dollar amounts for periods of hospital
confinement. Over the years, other insurance coverage offered included:
Cancer, Accidental Death, Travel Accident, Critical Illness, Disability Income,
Emergency Assistance, Long Term Care, Medicare Supplement, Discount
Cards, Dental, Whole Life, Auto, Homeowners, Identity Theft, and Home
Health Care.

Since its creation, AGIA has worked closely with the Trust to develop insurance
programs especially designed for Department members and their families. We
are proud to serve you through the Trust and invite your inquiries and
suggestions on any aspect of our activities.

24177 © 2011 AGIA

A WORD ABOUT LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST



LIT FAST FACTS:

� Founded in 1966 to provide Legionnaires with
high-quality insurance products at low group rates.

� Serves 48 American Legion Departments.

� Over 675,000 members enrolled.

� As of 2010, paid over $500,000,000 in claim
benefits to Legionnaires and their families.

� As of 2010, paid over $55,000,000 in allocations
back to participating Departments.

� Your Department has its own representative called
a Trust Director who actively oversees the workings
of the LIT.

� Managed and administered by A.G.I.A., Inc.

FEATURED PLANS:*

� Emergency Assistance Plus — 24-hour
emergency and medical back-up plan to help
Legionnaires handle almost any crisis away from home
that health insurance usually will NOT cover. This
includes Medical Evacuation, Medical Assistance, Travel
Assistance, and Assistance for Companions.

� Hospital Indemnity — Pays Legionnaires for
hospitalization resulting from a covered injury or illness.
Benefits help pay for the expenses not covered by
primary insurance.

� Cancer Care — Pays Legionnaires benefits for the
treatment of cancer, including coverage for hospital room
and board, chemotherapy, drugs and medicine, radiation
therapy, nursing care, surgery, and much more.

� Travel Accident — Pays death benefit for
travel-related accidents. Also pays a daily benefit for
hospitalization resulting from a travel-related accident.

� Accident Protection — Pays benefits for covered
accidents. You get round-the-clock protection — 24
hours a day, anywhere in the world.

� Medicare Supplement — Pays Legionnaires age
65 and over benefits to supplement what Medicare
doesn’t cover, such as deductibles and co-payments.

� LifeLock — LifeLock, the leader in identity theft
protection, helps protect Legionnaires’ identity — even
if your information falls into the wrong hands. As a
LifeLock member, if you become a victim of identity
theft because of a failure in LifeLock’s service, they’ll
help you fix it at their expense, up to $1,000,000.

� Long Term Care — Pays cash benefits for nursing
and/or home health care. Benefits pay for skilled,
intermediate or custodial care in a nursing home.

� Auto and Homeowners — Valuable automobile
coverage for all your vehicles. Choose liability limits,
and receive discounts for a safe driving record, low
mileage, multiple vehicle coverage, and for being
over age 50.

THE LEGIONNAIRE INSURANCE TRUST (LIT)
Over Four Decades of Partnership for a Healthy America

Your Single Benefits Source for
All Department Insurance Plans

Do not buy Insurance until you learn about the
full range of high-value plans negotiated for you by the LIT!

TO ORDER MORE
ALL-PRODUCTS

BROCHURES, CALL
1-800-445-3269

26464

For fast facts on any plan,
mail the postage-paid

INFORMATION REQUEST
on the back of the brochure!
� Fill out the card on the back of the brochure and

mark the boxes to get more information on any of
these products.

� Then drop the card in the mail — the postage is
already paid! Or if you’d rather, call us at our toll-free
number — 1-800-235-6943 or go online at
www.theLIT.com

*Product specifications and availability vary by state. Specific information on all
benefits and exclusions will be mailed to you along with eligibility details.
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Pre dawn on September 11, 2011 about 30 motorcycles from several posts under the command of Bill “Chief” Deal departed HEB 
Post 379.  The convoy proceeded with police escort arriving at the 9/11 Flight Crew Memorial as the sun rose over Grapevine, Texas.  
The bikes were parked draping the intersection of Texas Trail and Northwest Highway in front of the 9/11 Flight Crew Memorial 
Plaza. 

The ceremony opened with song and  
comments from the Allied Pilots Associa-
tion and Association of Professional Flight 
Attendants.  The flag was lowered and the 
Grapevine Fire Department sounded the 
bell at 7:46 a.m. (the time of impact of the 
first flight into the Twin Towers).   Wreaths 
were placed, the names of the 33 flight crew 
members lost were read, “Taps” played and 
Boy Scouts positioned as sentries’ around 
the monument.  The ceremony concluded 
with the roar of the bikes in tribute to those 
who we are gathered to remember.

After action report:
“I just wanted to send out this email to  
everyone to say “THANK YOU” so very much 
for your participation in yesterday’s 9/11 
services in Grapevine. I spoke with the 
organizers late yesterday afternoon and 
they expressed how much they appreciated 
“OUR” participation in this special event. A 
comment was made, that everything that  
was said, songs sung and everything else  
was great, BUT when the bikes started up  
and the way we left it really got their  
attention and brought back memories of 
9/11/01 real strong.

I am proud to say I am an American Legion 
Rider and proud to ride with a group of  
veterans like yourselves. We have already 
been invited back for next year.
William “Chief” Deal
Adjutant Post 655
Asst Director, ALR Post 655”

The monument: www.grapevinetexasusa.
com/ThingsToDo/911FlightCrewMemorial/
tabid/227/Default.aspx 

Submitted by Ken Cox, District 12 Hubmaster

9/11 Flight Crew 10 Year Memorial Event
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The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been The 

Department of Texas’s sponsored member benefits 
program for 7 years and continues to fulfill our 

members needs while being the only such program to 
benefit our Department. 

 
For more information on the products and services 

provided by the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, 
 

Call: 1‐855‐297‐2218 

 
Or visit us on the web at: 
www.theLIT.com 


